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PREFACE 



Arriving at Venice in January, 1820, in my way to the 
East, I found there mj iiiend, Mr. Barnard Hanbury, 
preparing for an antiquarian viatt to Egypt a|id Nubia, 
and an attempt to penetrate as far as Dongola : my 

own intentions were then limited to some months of 
wandering in Greece and Asia Minor; however, I 
entered gradually into the plans of my iiiend : and, 
after passing the spring, and most of the summer, in 
Greece, we arrived at Alexandria abont the middle of 
August. We received there the confirmation of a 
report, which we had previously heard, that an expe- 
dition had left Cairo, whose object was the reduction 
of the countries above the Second Cataract. This 
seemed to present a fortunate opportunity of carrying 
into effect those designs, of which the success must 
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otherwise have been very uncertaixi ; and we deter- 
mined to follow the amy. We mentioned our inten- 
tion to Mahommed All Pasha, and, without giving 
us much encouragement; he, at least, offered no 
objection. 

We were presented to him by our Consul, Mr. 
Peter Lee; a gentleman whose occupations as pro- 
tector of the commerce of his country, do not pre- 
vent him from encouraging- the pursuits, and assist* 
ing the exertions, of mere travellers: unassuming in 
manners, and free from all ostentation and parade of 
unmeaning* professions, lie has a pleasure in the exer- 
cise of that useful and real civility, which we expe- 
rienced, in common with many others, and for which 
we are delighted to acknowledge our obligation. 

We proceeded, without loss of time, to the Second 
Catamct ; examining, in our way, the various objects 
of cuiiosity that are scattered along the banks of the 
Nile. We allowed ourselves one only delay ; and it 
was to receive the hospitality of another Englishman: 
the name and diameter of ^Ir. Brine, of Rhadanione, 
is well known to all who have visited £gypt, and to 
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many who have not ; for travellers recollect witH grtu 
titude, and talk with pleasure* of kindnesses received 
in a strange land. That gentleman entered into our 
plans mth great warmth and interest ; and finding 
that we had no Turk of our party, nor any recom- 
mendation to any officer in the Turkish army, he 
furnished us with a letter to the Second in Command, 
his former neif^Iibour and friend : without which, our 
difficulties in reaching the army would have been 
considerably increased, and our reception there very 
uncertain. This was only one of many friendly 
offices, for which we are indebted to the generous 
spirit and English heart of ^Ir. Brine 

We arrived, in due time, at Wady Haifa ; and 
there commenced, and there concluded, the journey, 
of which, the present "Journal*' contains, perhaps, 
too full an account. Our pre^nous, and our subsequent, 
travels were confined to countries already well de- 
scribed : but, above the Second Cataract, Burckhardt 
only had succeeded in following the Nile as far as 
Tinareh ; of the countries beyond there, which our 
good fortune enabled us to examine, little was known 
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except from hearsay. Our curiosity had. just before 
receiyed an additLOnal excitement^ from some inform- 
ation olytained by us, of ancient ruins existing at a 

place called Jlerawe : we flattered ourselves with the 
hope of discoveiing there the remains of the capital 
of Ethiopia. 

I have already mentioned, that the credit of the 
original plan of our expedition is entirely due to 

Mr. Hanbury. We kept separate journals duiing its 
continuance ; and both have been consulted in the 
composition of this book. The lot of authorship has 
fallen only upon me ; and I already feel that this is 

far from being an enviable distinction. 

G. W. 
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JOURNAL 

OF A VISIT TO SOME PARTS OF 
ETHIOPIA. 



isso. Xn the moniiiig early, Mr. Hanbim and myself 
aimed in our cangee at the Shoonah, or Turldah ma* 
ganne^ of Wady Halfii, and liwt no time in landing to pay our 
leqiectfl to the officer eomiaanding there. We proaented our 
finnans to him, and infiininiig him that we had letteia fiw 
Abdin Cadie^ Governor of D6ngok*, nqnetled him to iaxvmxd 
11B to the army. The Aga of the Cataracts'* answered with 
great dvililgr, that* aa inhis ordeia to fiMsfitate the advance of all 
who mi(^t feqimehis aswiBlantfe, tfaeie was no exeeption agunst 
Christians, he would provide six camds fm xu, (the number we 
wished,) by to-morrow morning. In reply to our inquiries about 
the length of the journey and the state of the country, he assures 
vxs that it is eight easy days, footspace, to D6ngola ; that the 
country is rich and full of villages, and all kinds of provisions, 

• Abdm win be irdl recollected at GudieiFof Mtiueb ly tJL Eoj^th timfdlcn 
in Egypt, of vibam none ever prawnted tbepwdvee to Um witboot eipenenea^ 
hi* hospilKlt^. 

B 
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SECOND CATARACT. 



hones, and cameb ; that we shall find, firom time to tam^ shoo^ 
nahs and ferriea, the tiaTelling being equally good on both ades 
of the liTer, and the country so fine that we shall, {WobaMy, 
dioose to Temain some time therei The diomedaiies we take heie 
are to cany us for ihiee or finir days, and thai his brother Agas, 
who are to be advised of our approach, are to furnish us with 
fresh OIK'S, as well as witli all other articles of necessity or conve- 
nience that \\c iii.iy iiappcn to mjitire. We were a grnxl deal 
surpriseti to hear all this, yet the authoritv s('<>mr(l so go(jd, and 
the account was so flattcrini?, that we detennnicd to l^elieve 
above half of it, and accordingly packed up a number of books 
vod Othra luxuries, and nonsiflered omwlves as about to set out 
on a party of pleasure. In the evening a Turkish noblemra, 
named Mahommed Effendi, arrived cijibcb b in nineteen dagrs 
ham Cmxo on his way also to the army. Sknne soldiea pro^ 
fessing to be on their return £ram Ddngoh, oonfinned generally 
the aceount of the Ag% and brought the information that Ismad 
Faaha, with the main body of the anny waafive days in advance 
of IMngola, hut that we ahoold find Abdin Cadieff verideiLt 
there 

^ A very trifling present satisfied the Aga's daaa on 
onr gratitude; on reoaving a fiask of English powdw, 
a penknife, and a pair of razors, he protested that there were 
no three things of which he stood so much in need as those. 
Instead of the six cameLs ]iroraised, five only were produced; 
however, we were yet in too good spirits to quarrel with any 
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bddy ; alx)Ut ten o'clock we mounted and crimint in c ii our ex- 
j>edition, in search of the ruins of Merw?. Our party was not 
numerous; it consisted of ourselves; our dragoman ; James Ciurtiii, 
a young Irishman, who had been some time with Mr. Bebsoni, and 
who is mentioned with pxalae in Mr. Legh's Account of tlie 
Journey to Wady Moofla ; a Maltese, named Giovanni Fiamingo, 
wIkv beades other services^ filled, when neoenuy, the honour- 
able plaee of oook; and his Cownn Giuseppe^ a fine lad of eigh- 
teen ormneteeo» who ierved under ua as a kind of volunteer. AH 
divee apoke Arabic lo veiy well that we were son^ during the 
whole journqr* of having a good interpreter always at hand; 
and in the first of them, a very general knowledge of modem 
languages waa united with nnich tact in the management of the 
natives, much seal and persona) courage, and a strong spirit of 
adventiu-e. A black slave belonging to the first physician of 
Isuiael I'ahlui, and on his way to join his master, increa-setl our 
nuniixT, wliich waa completed by a young setter, brought with 
us from Alexandria, and whom we had cbily named Anubh. ^V'e 
were escorted for a short distance by the crew of t)ur cangee, 
which we left at ^Vndy Haifa till our return. As we were one 
more in number than our camels, which were also loaded with 
our luggq^ and as those sacred animals object under such cir* 
ewmataneea tocanying double^ Jamea b^^an the jounif^ on fiiot, 
aa he waa &ted to end it. After the terrible accounts of some 
travellers 1 was surprised with the ease of the camel's motion, 
and the fiunlity affinrded hy his aiae for change of podtion» and 
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even repose. The hliooiiah we quitted is a little below what is 
called the Cataract, >vliith is a succession of rapids, like that at 
Assouan ; iu three hours and a halt' we arrived at the one above 
it. We were less stmck by the scenery* than we had been at 
the first Cataract ; the rocks, though of the finest black granite 
appeared neither ra huge nor so pBctuieaqii& Thismay bebecatue 
we had in Una case less opportunily of observing them dosdj, 
as our road, thou^ never &r ftom the Nil^ and addom out 
of si^t of it» was yet never quite by the watoMide. We aaw 
aeveial acacia, and a few doum trees^ but pahns only at the 
southern extremily. 

On our arrival at the second shomiah we Ibund Mahommed 
Eflfendi seated under an acada at dinner. We were not a little 
surprised to be saluted by him in EngUsh, and invited in inteW 
hgible French to share his pillaw and nnshmii^ We sat on the 
saiiu' caqn't with him, and wlu-ii the officer in waiting would 
have brouglit a separate one for the infidels, Mahommed assured 
him that wt- were as great men as himself, and that we tra^ 
veiled for pleasure, and not by order of government ; on hearing 
which, our Ababde camel-drivers, (as we were afterwards told), 
remarked very simply, that we took great pams for little profit : 
because^ go where we might, we could see nothing but earth, 
stones and water. Mahommed Effendi was in England for a few 
days, I believe on some political mission, at the time of the 

* The Bceneiy of the Cataracts ha» beea well known since the time of Strabo, by 
whom it tt soonnitdy 4cicrilicd.«-Iib. 17, p. 818. 
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sailinfjof Lord Exmouth for Al/^ers ; he had pisst'd some months 
at Faris ; he waii very afiable, and even polite ; he professed some 
knowledge of mioeialogy, and was anxious in hu inquiries about 
ores, with a view, as usual, to the discovery of some ridi mines. 
He told us that the Paslia onoe ofiered ten boats manned by 
bos best aoldiersi and armed with cannon to any one of his sutijects 
who would undertake to discover the sources of the Nile, and 
that they answered him, ** Of what use would it be ?** and by 
this argument ^ most enli^tened Turic in ezistenoe is r^re- 
sented to have been satisfied. This was bad encouiagement to 
travellers and explorers who retained enov^h of Iheir European 
prejudioes to fimcy that all knowledge is us^iiL While we were 
doing honour to the hospitality of Mahommed, he was himself 
attentively examining a distant sand-bank with his telescope, a 
very tolerable Eiiglibh one ; at last he called for liis gim, also 
made in London, and taking most deliberate aim fired pninf - 
I)lmk It the trunk of a tree, which he mistook for a cnx'odile 
•slumbering on the shore the ball, as min;ht liave been expected, 
struck the water just half way ; he repeated this operation several 
times with a nile of ours, and precisely with the same effect, 
and as the supposed monster remained perfectly undisturbed, the 
I tdescope was again directed to the spot, and he at last became 

eoDvinoed of an enor, whidi had been long evident to the 
unasosted eyes of the Arabs. It is well known, or generally 
bdieved, that at Phihe crocodiles are harmless; this is sakl not 
to be the ease hine^ tliau(^ file causes that are supposed sufficient 
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to produce that effixt in the one instance, exist with exaetlj 
the same force in the other. A bank was sliown to us, where 
three were to be seen every morning at a certain hour. 

It is worth remarking, that thoi^h Mahomnied s eangee it 
of the smallest size. Ins Reiss dared not attempt to pass it up 
the Catiiract at this season, while many large and heavy boats 
of at least sixty feet by twelve or fourteen, had been got up 
earlier, and generally with perfect safety. I think it certain, 
that finom the begiiimng of Auguit to the middle of October, 
the largest cangees may go up off tlie CatametSi aa Uiat of 
Wadj Halfii becomes impossslile some weeks before any of 
those above it. 

We left the noble Express reposing under his acacia, and pro- 
ceeded; m forty-five minutes vre passed aevetal small heaps of 
earth having the appearance of banows wMdi have been broken 
up» if they be not rather deposits brought down by the torrents 

from the mountains, and in one hour some islands, the largi^t of 
which Li called Alxlouiii ; tlie W'ady beyond it has the sriinL- uuur. 
We met a party of Tek^iyme*, each with his staff" and Im; wl : and 
near here Mahommed, with his servant nul guide, on tlirei' liglit 
dromedaries, passed us, and pointing to some very mean mud 
ruins, exclaimed with an air of penetration, " Ici il y a ete une 
tr^ grande ville." He proceeded greatly satisfied with his remark, 
and we saw no more of him. In three hours we halted fw the 

• See Barakbudt, p. 44. 
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tii^t, after traveUing an the whole nz honn and ftn half. Aa 
one cf the party ivas alwign <m finii, we made wwie trials of our 
fate of going, and decided (what aubaequent oqwiimenta alwayn 
ooofinned) that a loaded camera &youiite paoe ia two miles and 

an half an hour. 

In two hours and fortv minutes we eot to Sctte 
Hadje, where we rt-'galca uiirst'lves with abuiituuice ot 
good milk. W'e pa>se(I in our way t^vo or three iincultivate<l 
spots of rich M>il, a proof that the government of Mahoinmixl 
AU in not yet so w'ti i ( ly felt hy the natives here, as by their 
bjreUiren between the Cataracti. A little farther on the guides 
ahowed us the figure of an animal with a long curled tail, badly 
sculptured on a rock, periu^ the adieno of some ingenious 
aoldier; and hi one hour and three quarters moie we found 
otuadvea under the ahade of some fine trees ojfpoalte the iakmd 
of SAras in Wady SAiaa; the giamte eontmiiest and the Nile^ 
broken by the lodca into a number of violent little streams^ 
preserves the scenery of the Cataracts, On the oppoate western 
bank the sand cornea neaily down to the water*8 edge. We 
met some people on ttoooo, thirteen dq» fimn D6ngola. In 
two houta and a half fltom this place we saw an old Chnalian 
church on our right with arched doar and windows ; €hete were 
other mud nuns dbout, and an old castle on an isbnd ; in one 
hour more we entered the Akabet el B«>iiat, or the Virgin's 
Pass, so named, as we were told, from its extreme beauty. 
The roclcs are hi^ and well broken, ami olten joined by sand 
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blown up to a gnat height between them. The sunaet 
was red and fiery, the moon clouded, and the aky unusually 
disturbed; a strongs though niiH serv^ to incxeaae our 
eqioymoit of the most English eveniiig we had seen in the 
east. Thus we j^ooeeded for two houis more, when my ftiend 
being tired and a little unwel], eiqnesaed a wish to stop for 
the nij^t; and dwu^ too for from tke river to have any hope 
of supper, we dedded to deep in ^ ^us* We dinnounted in 
the middle of a large sandy plain, and the pkoe chosen for our 
repoise was a Burial (irovnid. W e had no tent or any covering 
whatever; however the night was warm and dewless, and the 
sky agitated, but no longer tlirea toning. The moon was just 
bright enough to discover indistinctly surrjujiding rocks; 
the men and camels about us were f.ooH iis still as the dead 
who were under us, and I have pleasure in recollecting tiiat 
alone awake among them, I would not at that moment have 
exchanged my unsheltered couch on the baxe sands, for all 
that civilisation could have offered me. 

In one hour, in direction S. W. by &, the general 

Not. is. , • • 

direction through the Pass, we descended to the 
inie within headiJig of a small Cataract, and in one hour and 
ten minutes more we reached Baxr el Hadjar, The Place or 
Road of Bodes.** One of the ishmds here contains an old brick 
caetl^ as do all the laigest abng the whole extent of the Bata 
el Hadjar; they have been built, I have no doubt, by the 
nadvea meoely as plaoea of seourily for their property against 
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the iiK ui-sioir- of robberjj, and not as part of any plan of miliUiry 

fortification at the country ; such castles arc still found, as will 

be seen, in ahnost every village liighcr up the river. The road 

through the Pass, is in many places marked by small heaps of 

stones ; they are placed at irregtdar intervals, but seem sufficient 

guides for an Arab or a Nubian. We then ascended again, 

by a very bad mad, and in one hour and a half enjoyed from 

the top of the moantaui the finest view I had yet had of the 

Nile; it was visible at a gteat distanee southwazd, irinding 

ammig the blaek and broken rocks. In fiiur hours and a quarter 

from Bair d Hadjar we passed the Cataract of Amlngo; a 

great many ammu]ution4)oati^ some of them very larger were 

lying there waiting for a strong wind to cany them up the rqiids. 

It was very hot; thoe' were no nlU^ges nor palms, nor were any 

provinons to be procured ; we saw only one or two mud buildings 

on the shore and the islands. The granite in Wady Ambif?o 

is generally the retl, uui nut the black, which has been hitherto 

more prevalent. In thnn^ hours and a half from here we 

reached Mattar el Iladjar, after passing, alx)ut half %vay, a large 

stone castle on our rijjht; otir direction was from S. to S.W. 

Near this place is the beginning of Wady Oni Kanasher. 

In the course of the night our servants were dis- 
Not. 14. ^ 

turbed by a visit fiom the Aga of the Cataracts^ 
who had preceded us on horseback to prepare the way for us (as 
he said), but more probahty for Mahommed EflfendL He was 
now on his return, and pleading a severe fit of the colics requested 
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to ha allowed to |><iy his respects to our small supply of spirits. 
After a draught in pioi>ortion to the pain he was supposed to 
have been suffering, he made a new bargain for us vrith our 
camel-drivers to take us to Sukk6t, and left us to repose. 

We set out in good time; in one hour and three quarters we 
beaid aamall Cataract, and in two houn passed that of Tangoor, 
wheie were eight or ten boats waitiiij^ like those bek>w,fbrawind. 
Our direction was &W. by W. and &W. In three quarters of 
an hour mme, we finidied the deiONit of Digdbd Lamoule^ and 
'saw behind us the fine rodu that form die Sheltf of Tangoor. 
It was exactly on this that poor Bun^havdt r^tes his 
grave to have hem so propheticaily dug by the phi)oao[diical 
Bedouin*. We had hoped to have witnessed the same 
ceremony, thot^ perfbtnied in devotion of oursdves; but 
our guides contented themselves with oongratuhtlng us on 
being saved from that perilous descent, and making a feeble 
attempt on our consequent generosity. In two fiours and 
fiilcen iiiinutes more, after a fine ride on a Inxi oi sand with 
high granite on each side, generally in direction S.W. by S., 
we came out neaily opi)osite nk]iH\ where is a large brick 
building, and found the Nile running S.E. We were still 
nearly a mile from the river* we then rode due S. through a large 
plain, bounded on the left by some very picturesque mountains, 
to the point where the Kile and the mountains nearly meet 
again ; there are some very fine trees near, which we reached 

* BmcUnidf 8 TiawU ia Nabia, p. 49. 
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in one hoar fiom our entering the pUdn. The Nik here turns 

and rtms Sw, and just alKive k one cf the ialendfl^ li^^ 

hardt's map ; we fomid the ooime of the iher in tome phces a 

little different from what it is there represented. The thermo- 
meter was at 95". with a good deal of wind. One hour from here 
is the village Acashe, insigiulicant in itselii but well situated at 
the foot of a high rock, a httle resembhng the Two Brothers near 
Smyrna ; our direction was now rather to the E. of S. ; here 
we bought a very small lamb, and in twenty-five minutes more 
stopped for the night under some iine acacias, close by the 
noiay cataract of Kolhe, where the Nile suddenly changes its 
ooune to W.&W. We could get no kind of information about 
dt(itann¥«f ta Hme, and one nuuii inensiver to some questicm, told 
us that his fiither had taught him nothing about houTB, and that 
he was not •*«p"™**^ iritfa any divincaw of time. We placed 
our beds as usual in the open air, and, as the wind blew extreme^ 
hard, were^ long befbre morning, half buried in sand. By expe- 
rience of one sLeepleas night, we learned ibr the fiituie to sdeet a 
spot sheltered by rodu, before we retired to rest in the desert 
We entered a pass, and in one hour came down to 
ilie Xile, running S.W. We soon left it, and m twenty 
minutes more found it taking a short bend S.W. by W. In four 
hours, after a long ride among the mountains, still granite, diuing 
which we saw several burial places and no habilatiuiis, our direc- 
tion on the whole S.W., thouirli honiL ti]Ti<> nearly W., we again 

came down to the river, ruuning S.S.Wm and saw a number of 

c » 
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boats tailing up. Inlbiir hovinandaqaarter wefNuaed ftjnoond 
aimilar to aame alzeady mentioiiedi and in four houn and a lialf 
we left ihe Batn el Hadjar, and altered SukUt. 

Here are several casded isles; one is large, and the casUe of brick 
very j)erf'ect. The plain opens a littk% and we saw some palms 
bearing tlait-s which yet wanted two uiontlis of nuiiuniy ; ihls 
is siiigiiiiir, as in September we found the dates riptj in UpjH,'r 
ami even Lower Epypt, and in this country they luul been in 
general long gathered; nor did it seem that thest were of a 
different species. In four hours and forty-five minutes we 
reached the Turkish shoonah established there. Dal is the name 
of the place, and our direction thither & by W.» by the river side 
for the last forty-five minutes. We met some pilgrims in the 
eoiuae of the morning who informed tis that the Sheygy'a* Arabs 
were ptheiing to auiround the Paaha'a amy ; the Aga of the 
Shoonah* of ooonei tells quite a diftient story, and aanires us 
that '^wherever the troops have been it is lafe to leave gold in 
the highways;" which we are contented to bdieve on his as> 
sertion. As there qipeared, however, to be aame uncertainty as 
to our always finding as many camda as we required, we put the 
heavier part of our luggage into Abdin CasheflTs cange^ whkh, 
by great aoddent, was lying here; thate were other boats whidi 

* I have intended mufwiNllj to adopt Uie otOo^nphy Boreklnidty onvkh^ 

the accented syllables; this wonl \h pronounced Shif-ghet-a ; D6ngola is pro- 
nounced Do6ngola; S^eb, Sulleb; and when ch is substituted for k, as in 
Handech, and others, it has the souud nearly of the German ch or the Greek x- 
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wexe to nil MOber lihaii ihe cangee^ but their.cKlBoen deetined 
aO wapoiiiibalHy .for our p rope rty on aoeoimt ot the firequent 
desertioiu, whidi tlwj com fe i ae d they had. no means c£ pie- 
venting. We gave aomeflpuits privately to. two aoMien^ who 
hid thenudm .■mcmg the trees to drink dicm. . The Bimbash, 
when inyited also to refiresh himselC retired with some dignity 
into his cabin, and took the bottle with him *. We passed 
two or three hours here ver> comfortably ; those of the soUlierti 
who were not markedly civil to m abstained at least from any 
thing like insult. 

Tn one hour from the Shoonah we rea< lud Djebel Mamah, 
to which the Nile has a S.S.E. direction, and then turns nearly 
S. again, winding a good deaL Of the mountaina on the western 
bank, the southern side is generally quite whitened with sand, 
whidi ia scattered much more thinly on the northern, proving 
the great prevalence or superior violence of the southerly winds. 
We ftnded we eonid distinguish, at a great distance on the 
cppoate shores the remains of some estemive and gigantic 
boildings; thej wm nothing more, aa we afterwards ascertained, 

* We once saw a Turkish officer so drunk a» to b« actually nick in the room, 
and that tvu, the room of a Christian ; his friends seemed, and no doubt were, 
mnouAf tikumd of Mid wd* mutf ttpotogjM for Jus nuscondiiisl; tiwy 
were sorry, of course, that such a violation of the laws of Ihc Proiiliet should 
bare been witnessed by infidels. There is a place in Cairo, where the soldien 
meaty end drink ofiiiim to eicew; wlnlie under ite elAots, they are eaid to ait 
swiillijig in alienee, despising all the Pashas in the world ; a happy moment for a 
Turk, but too dearly bought by the hours of stupidity that succeed it. It ia Beid 
to be dangerous to approach, or to look at them in those moments. 
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than the broken rodcs whidti aaBume these &ntastic ibapeB in the 
eveniiig mn. The ooantiy opemb and if cultivated (aa Miu 
hmnmed M haeabeady oidened it to he^) would be aoemmted 
fine in any part of the world* Some detadied and very pio. 
turesque mountaiiM^ Uiat lie scattered m bodi aides of the river, 
of different fbrms, and at different distance (of which, a conical 
one, named Kitfukko, is the mobt itiikiiig,) were culoured 
as beautiful a sunset as I ever beheld. In one hour and 
a half we passed the iivc Barrows, noticed by Burckhardt, 
and dismounted at the Shi ik s fimise at Ferket. Our guides 
usually walked barefoot, carrying their sandals in their hands, 
and the heel of one of them being cracked in several places, his 
oompanions sewed it up bgr pricking holes in the skin with an 
acada thorn, and then pas»ng the thread throu^ them; a 
tedious and painM operatioa, wlitdi the patient bore extremely 
welL They all a ppeared good-natured and well-disposet^ and 
besides exartii^ gnat aviUl^ to 111^ bad a veiy aifeetMnate inanner 
to eadh other; they often walked togetiber band in band, and 
W0e never heard to du^nite. 

At this place our emngement with our caaMd-drivers 

Nov. 18. ... 

expired; and, aooardmg to the Aga*s promises, we were 
to find others readily. The sheik cf this village had, on our 
ttcrival last night, certainly given us no such hopes ; we were 
awaked this morning with the unwdeome assussnoe that there 

was not a single camel to be procured by any means in the town 
or neighbourhood. We b^an to consider how far we should be 
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jiiatified in taldiig fiwmud two of the anuBali diat liad ooni«sr«d 
us so well Idfbei^ ihoa^k they were the TaMsi and always cm- 
ployed in hi* tervioe; and while we weie gnvely engaged in 
delibeiating on this very important point, we weie informed 
that our honest guides, perhaps anticipating such a measure on 
our part, had taken advantage of the fair moonlight to decamp 
WTth their sacred cliarge. After laughing as well as ue could at 
this first disappointment, we proceeded to attach our luggage to 
the backs of a number of asses, who were successively brought 
up tor that purpose. The breed here is remarkably bad ; and 
as some began by falling perpendicularly under the weights im- 
posed upcm them, and others sta^ered home to their stalls with 
what they could carry, it was long before the whole cavalcade 
could be odlected and put in motion : they then, aboveadoaen in 
number, quietly diqpenedihenaehreB about theoountiy in aeareh 
of food, and it was widi some diliienlly that were at last 
dri?en into the kind of load we were fiited to IbUow; we then 
commenced a kind of straggling marcb, and very soon had re- 
course to our Jbet, as a mudi easier method of tnnrellin^ In 
an hour and a hal^ direction aonth, we got to tlie kige idand 
Feiket $ and in half an hour more (S. by W.) to Mogr&t 

Here our prospects brighten a little ; a camel is discovered 
among the pahns and soon afterwards another, and a man, with 
a woman and child near it ; he proves to be an Ababde Arab, 
named Achmet, going dowTi, with his wife and infant, to buy 
dates ; we of course invite him very warmly to enter into our 
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nerm, to wMdi he aa Btrongly objects; and on being move 
urgently pressed, he asks with great fedin^ " And will you oblige 
me to leave my wife and diHd in the hands of strangen?** now 

his wife was a very pretty woman, and was watching this scene 
with great interest, tliough in silence. Tlie case was certainly 
a hard one, and perhaps wc were detdtled liy the sight of one of 
our assos, at lliat moment down on the jjround, strugghng 
with his burden: however, we were decided: we juiitilied 
ourselves l)y the tyrant's plea, and immediately proceeded to 
transfer part of our jiroperty to die more dignified situation 
it was once more destined to occupy. The man intrusted his 
fiuniiy to a fellow countryman, an inhabitant of the village, and 
proceeded reluctantly with us. 

We paased many of thoae Nubian buzial ground^ deacribed 
by Buickhaidt. where a palmJinuich is placed at the loot of the 
gmve^ and a water-jar at the head ; Giovanni, who was veiy &r 
from being a man of enterprise or curiosity, and, as he was 
somewhat incredulous om matters of fiuth, could tolerate no 
superstitions, however beautifVd, remaiked to me with sinceie 
indignation on paanng one c^. these tombs; ** E anettcmo anche 
aoqua per bevere; quanto sono bestie f The enB^tened Maltese 
treated the ignorance of the natives as a sin, and always mixed 
a great deal of anger with his contempt for them. Many of the 
villages here are inhabited by Arabs, who wear a white cap, like 
the Fellahs of Egypt, and not the long, full, buttered hair of 
the Nubians. 
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In one hxnir and forty-five minutes from Mogrit, we vrmA 
at Gbimmisb ; our diieetion ma S.W. by S. or S.S.W., the plain 
open and cidtiyable; and, in one hour more, by the bank of 
the Nile, W. by S., we observed a considerable island with brick 
Tuinsi, visible on its S. W. extremity ; the second hour our direction 
was W.S. W., and latterly due W. to Aaniiira ; and in two hours 
and forty minutes we arrived at the temple, situated five or six 
hundred yards from the river. 

These remains, at first sight, are more like those of a Grecian 
than of an Egyptian temple, as nothing is viable but the ruins 
of two rows of pillar'^, standing E. and W., the course of the river 
here. There have been £9ur pillars in eadi row about four 
feet in diameter, but not one is entire^ and tbere are only sax. 
cf which any part remains; diewlideiazaisedonafarickibundia- 
tion eLerated and sepaiatei The two rows are ten feet apart ; 
and twenty feet to the S., of theaeoond row is the base and part 
of one other piDar, proving that thero have been four rowB^ tat 
a scjuaxe of siaeteen j^lkn. Tim five moat petfect measnxe 
about twelve feet from the base, and holes have been cut in the 
top of all for the reception of a roof, but of course much later 
than the erection of the temple, and jM>rhaps with the intention 
ot tuniintj it into a Greek church; the tops of all the columns 
are evidently broken off. We obsen wl no other stone re- 
mains, except the fragment of a small granite pillar ; it is 
impossible to trace even the foundation of any stone wall, and it 
is difficult to conceive where the rest of the temple could have 
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Stood ; I suspect the walls have been of brick or mud, and the 
pillan only of stone^ as is the case in a smaU temple on the west 
bank a Utile below Wady Haifa The figures on the pillars are 
about three feet high and quiu i^gjptian ; that of the ram-headcti 
AiniiKJii is mmt conspicuous, but they are not of a good age and 
verj' much dcfat«d; there are some slight remains of the colour- 
ing, ami we observe*! the spaces left as if for inscriptions, men- 
tidjied by JiurckhurdL There is an appearance of a brick wall 
having once encompassed a veiy buge building, of which this 
may have been a part ; the elevati<ni on which it stands is only 
just large enough for the four rows of pillan that have stood 
upon it I should perhaps have done better to spare this long 
descr^tion of a voy uninteresting Tuin of whidi BarcUiaidt f 
has already ^ven so accurate an account 

The country becomes more like Egypt; the dogs begin to be 
noisy, and the miuquitoes so veiy active that I was glad to take 
refiigc under my gauae net agsin. We had to-night the first 
apedmen of the bitter pancak^tead of the country, so often 
described; it was brought to us in a large bowl, at the butt o n ,1 
which was a quantity of sour milk ; sometimes they j)oiir n])on 
tlie brciid a kind of mess of herbs, wliich is more tolerable than 
the milk ; when we were lucky or importunate enough to procure 
a little fresh milk we had learnt ak^y how to value the 
luxury. 

• Opposite to Sukkoy; Burckhardt pasMd Om mia* in tbe dark, «ad his 

description of them is consequentiy auftShttt 
t I ravels in Nubia, p. 64. 
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^ ^ Witibout any dincBpeet to the two camek^ of which 
* we had obtidiied posBenion by meaauies whose neeenity 

we lamented, but which turned out to be excellent beasts, we 
vvt?re still very ill supplieti with conveyance for six persons and a 
large quantity of luggage. A niiiiiber ol a.^ses were yet retained 
in our service, who wrn- i (mstantly falling with their loads and 
breaking all that was irangible. We were not sorry therefore, 
after riding or walking over a large stony place for one hour and 
forty-five mmutesy (direction S.S. W.) to observe a herd of camels 
feeding near us; they belonged to the sni|^y> and were going 
down firam IMngola for provisions, so that we felt obliged to 
leave them untoudied. On andvinf^ however, at a huge village 
dose hy,. vre tbou^t it might be expedient to spread a report 
(wfaieh we had onee befi»e fonnd of great utUify tons in Nubia,) 
that the head of our party was tiie physician of Ismad Paaba, 
on his WKjr to j<nnhis Highness^ and "Mx* Hanbury undertook to 
support that diaracter, as by his heard and Turidah dress, and 
other impoaimitiequintes^ he was weU qualified. He had hardly 
time to seat himself under a tree and collect his dignity, before 
the Sheik* with half his tnlje, made him a formal visit, bringing 
down a present of bread and meat They smoked two or three 



• Thit WBi DO leM a mm duo Hbmu Cwheff of Derr, who told w that the 

sword he then wore, wa8 given him by an Englishman, who received a sluve in 
return for it, meaning Mr. Legh. He waa then a man of great importance, but, 
Uke the other petty tyrants of this country, is now so reduced by Mahommed Ali, 
that after bit fiiity Iw MmtlolNiga litdetolMoooof our ttocli wis vxtiem^ 
tmM, «ad we nfnted it widMutfearof liii uger. 

O s 
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{lipes togctlier, and the visitor retired with many expreasknu of 
respect, but without making any useful offer. While we were 
pursuing a very large snipe, which I started out of an old well 
by accidentally throwing a stone thei^ OUT aervants were mudi 
better employed. AfleraihortafaMiMeweofaa^rvedthenietiuii- 
ing widi a very fineoanel of wfrieh, it appe ar ed, ihey had not be- 
oomepoaMBsed without difficulty. Tli^ had hailed ita matter, who 
oontiiitted to make off ao rapidly on his « ah^ of the deaert V 
that Jamea finmd it neoeaiary to bring him to^ by firing a rifle- 
shot over hia head; his fiiibids however collected, to the number 
of twdve or fourteen, armed with awoids and large sticks to 
asrist him ; James rdooded and oodced his gun, and no doubt 
f^reat deeds would have ensued, had not Giovanni drawn out I rdin 
under his jacket a pair of brass, bell-mouthetl, blunderbuss pisiols, 
loaded to the very mouth ; at the si(»ht of these, the Arabs took 
oti in all directions and disapfx'aml among the trees; the beast 
naturallv fell into the hands of the victors. 

In forty minutes we came to another villi^ where we had been 
informed there was a ferry across the river ; we were extremely 
anxious to pass over to the iskmd of Say, where we had hopes 
of discovering some important antiquities. We found no ibid or 
ferry4>oat whatever, and our camel driven here formally renewed 
their remonstmnoea, and ahowed the stvinigeat deaiie to leave ua ; 
we produced to them the fiiman of the F&ahi^ and aome terrible 
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threats were uttered in his name, wUdi produced no oUier 
effect, than a ([uieL repetition of their reasons for wishing to 
dispense with the honour of conveying us. Before proceeding 
to extremities, we determinetl to try the effect of a Sjianisli 
dollar; Cliaries IIII succeeds, when Mahornnied Ah ti.nl tailed, 
and having once touched the money, they got over all thcur dit- 
cnltiefl^ and we started again with great spiiit That them miglit 
be no mote iniaunderstamliiig^ we agreed to pay evny morning 
fiir the prooeding day, at the fate of half a doDar a camel» the 
U^iett price th^ demanded, and less fay one half than our 
honest fiiend the Aga of the Cataracts, had exacted from finr 
the beaata wiih whidi he was m kuid aa to fiimuli na. We 
pnioeeded fat two harm and fifteen minutes oyer a atony plain, 
in direction S.S.E., by the liver dde^ wfaidi then tuma foot a 
short distance^ neariy &S.W. We dbe«Ted some eonsidenble 
Iniek ruins toward the N.£. side of the idand of 8ay,and a krgp 
Mn about Ihe middle. In two hours and ftrty five minutes^ we 
came out of the plain, into some palms, at a village named 
Koeyk. after meeting two dromedaries, four days from D6ngola; 
the day was very hot, the asses continued to fall, and our men, 
thoug;h still in excellent sinnU, began evidently to be a little 
knocked up. In an hour and a half more, travelling always by 
the river side in a broad uncultivated plain, but capable of cultiviu 
tion, we passed Dgebel Aboute, about a mile to our left, (our direc- 
tion neariy south,) and soon afterwards arrived at a village of the 
same name^ where we were exoeUently received. We had found 
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of late g^rent difficulty in obtauung pnmflonB; fowbwcie abnnd- 
ant, but as the people raAued to aell them, we had been obliged 
to adopt the strong measure of ahoottng them first, and then 

paying ioi ihem ; when once dead then* owners had no objection 
whatever to part mth them ; the dates are extremely fine here, 
and measure commonly about three inches in lengtii. Ihe 
inhabitants seemed glad that the Pasha had taken the country 
into his own liands, as they can now go about in safety, and 
have only one tyrant, and one robber, instead of their nu- 
merous Casheiis, who left them but just enough to tempt the 
rapacity of the Sheygy'a. T passed the night in the open air* 
nndreiaed, and covered by one sheet only. 

Oiur first hour was over a stonv i^lain bv the river 
Nov. IS. - I ^ 

side, in direction or S.W. by &, and th«i its 

course gradually damgat, and our path became S. and even S.S JI. 
to Irau, where we arrived in three hours and forty4)ve minutes. 
Here the course of the Nile is Ibr some distance to the W. of 
S. The acacias are much finer than in Egyp^ the plain is very 
extenstve and in some plaoes not bounded by any visible moun> 
tains; we passed some ruined houses.' Above Dal the stream has 
sardy been interrupted by rocks. While we were at breakftst, 
the Sheik of the village came down with roost of his subjects to 
welcome us. The manner of salutation among these people to 
each other is affectionate, and at the same time graceful : tliey 
seem not to consider it as a mere ceremony ; and if they are not 
very good friends they are, at least, excellent hypocrites. I was 
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Iffesent yegterdsy when our guideB met some of their, eountrymen 
on llie road; the saLutatioii* vnB y&y long and oonsisted of a 
ntunber of short aentenoea* a{ipaiently question and answer ; 
ihey then proceeded to inquire titer each other's affairs. 
These people had heard of the Ing/iz, and even in(iuirtd, un 
leuraiiig that \ve were Christians, whether we were uot English, 
though of coursic the only ones they had ever seen. The Chief 
had heard of Mr. Bankes's attempt to reach Say, and said that 
he got nearly opposite to tliat island, but waa prevented from 
proceeding by want of camels. We showed them our arms ; the 
Sheik was most delighted by the secrecy of a sword-stick, and 
exclaimed with mptur^ «now at last we b^^ to see the worUL;" 
they are Niibianfl^ but abnoat all speak Atatuo. Mr. Hanbuiy sup- 
ported his medieai diaracter by applying remedies to their eyes^ 
and soceeeded in putting tbem to a great deal of pain ; a kind 
of ophthalxnia is vecy iMvnmVmt. ilmii^ not, T beUwe^ tlie 
same as the Egyptian, but probably of a mudi milder nature^ as^ 
thouf^ many had sate cyes^ we did not observe <me instance of 
blindness. They tdl us of mountains aSeaaf sent down bylsmael 
Paslui to Cairo; die army appears to have met with no resistanoe 
whatever, except from the Sheygy'a, but they are said notwith- 
stanchng, to have disannud all the villages in their marclL We 
invited the Sheik to [>;irtakeof our tea,and though evidently much 
astonished by the table, he affected not to dislike it. Our guides 

* I have obsenred sometimes begin by an embraoBy which comills in etch 
ptc^ pbciag bisnghiwDi <m theleft shoukler of the otlMr. 
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believed it to be a medicine, from its colour. Here we had the 
fortune to obtain two hoisi s, and some additional camels; we set 
out again in excellent spirits, and aiter travelling for one hour in 
direction S. by E. nearly, we crossed a large plain, in direction 
S.E. by S., and in two hours and fifteen minutes came down to 
the Nile, running S.E., a little above Waony. Soon afterwards 
we saw the pillars of the temple of Terbe or Soleb^ standing 
inoudly on the opposite bank; the sun, which was at that 
moment setting behind it, increased the height and grandeur of 
the columns, whose dark lines weie dearly defined against a s^ 
Rowing wtdi the colours of evening, three hours and lliirty 
minutes we crossed some rocks, where the mountains come down 
to the Nil^ and in four hours reached the village of Iredt. 
Most of the land is rich though but little cultivated. 
We left the distiict of SnUcdt, and passed the fiontiers of Har 

M ahJ^M^ abont vn hour befes« w» avrimd oppomto to Snlftlx 

In one hour, (S. by W.) by the river-side and very near the 
mountains, we arrived at Koy^ just above whidi Tillage the Nile 
changes its conrse to E. by N., or E.N.E. ; or, accurately speak- 
ing, to the opposite points to these ; but in going up the river, 
I use the course of the iVWe, to mean the direction that we 
pursued on its banks. 

Tluis far v. e follinvcd the steps of Buitkliardt, with his book 
in our hands : and it is innjossible to take leave of him without 
expressing our admiration for his character, and our gratitude 
for the instruction he has afforded us. His acquired qualiftca> 
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tions were, 1 believe, never ctj nailed by those of any other tra- 
veller ; his natural ones ap|)ear to me even more extraordinary. 
Courage to seek danger, and calmncsis to confront it are not un- 
common qualities ; but it is difficult to court poverty, and to en- 
dure insult. Hardsliips, exertions, and privationti ot" all kinds are 
easy to a man in the enjoyment of health and vigour ; but, during 
repeated attacks of a dangerous disease wliich he might have 
considered as so many warnings to escape firom his fat^ that he 
should never have allowed his thonghta to wander hnm e w a ids — 
that, when m<^ening among the sands and whids of the des^ 
he should never have sighed fear the freshness of his native moim- 
tains-^ihis 6oea, indeed, prove an ardour in the good cause in 
wludi he was ei^pigei^ and a reaolutioi^ if neoeasaiy* to pezidi 
in it, that make his character veiy nnoommoa, and &te most 
lamentable; and peifaqps none are so eapable of estimating his 
character, as surely none can more sincerely lament his fate, than 
those who can bear testimony to the truth of his inlormation ; 
wlio have trod the country that he has so well desc rilied, and 
gleane<l the fields where he has reapetl so ample a harvest. 

The distant view we obtained yesterday of the pillars of 
Soleb naturally renewed all our anxiety to cross the river. We 
found, however, on inquiry, that there was no feny, and that 
our only chance was to prevail upon the Beiss of some provision 
boat, of which many were lying near, to carry us over the river. 
After one bourns xide from Koye, we overtook one sudi boat, fuU 
of soldfiet^ and James was desired to enter into oomversatim 

■ 
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wiih them. To Us fint dvil question of ** How long luve you 
been here?^ he received, ate Bome interval, tiie soU^ anawer, 
'* Too long f and. as all Ida otlmr advanoea net .mdk wnular 
returns, we tiiought it needlesa to eome to the main pdnt at aU, 

and proceeded with the silent conviction, that we were not 
destined now, or ])erhaps ever, to examine the magnificent ruin 
that stood SI) near us. As our curio«it} liad been unusually ex- 
cited hy the uncertainty of what sculptures miglit adorn the 
walls of this yet unexplored building, or what inst-riptionH might 
illustrate the lii story of the enlightened men who erected it, 
so was our regret in leaving it increiUied by the vicinity of the 
object that we were unable to examine ; it was painful to be for- 
bidden to raiae the veil, when the hand was touching it. 

In half an hour more we left the Xile, and entered a valley 
between granite rocks, about a quarter of a mile broad* covered 
with withered v^etatkm ; our directiioii through it waa S.E. and 
E.&£^ and in fiw houra from our departure in themonung^ we 
entered the plains again, and found the NUe running East, or 
£. by S. By gmng through this paas^ inatead of following the 
bank, we kat a near view of the oppoaite Caatle of Tinardi, 
where die Nile firom a dtstanoe appeared to be wraaually nanow. 
Soon after eoniing out of the pass we trapped at a fow houaea 
named Said EfifendL Here we learnt that we should find no 
fenyJMat before we arrived at Koke, whidi is a long day's 
journey from this place. We were extremely mortified by this 
inlbrmation ; and it was not till after a very tolerable breakfast 
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that we could collect calmness enough to attend to the patients 
who presented themfselves to us. Among the rest was a boy 
with a complaint in his arm which was eating tlie Iwne away, 
so that his life could, probal)ly, only have been saved by ampu- 
tation. I mention this as one instance of a complaint which 
was frequently observed by us in this country. They use senna 
here only as a dye, and seem quite ignorant of the medicinal use 
of herbs, nor have they any drugs whatsoever — hence natimdly 
piooeeds the great Seat they have of sickness, whidi has ^ven 
me to a calumny agdnat the Ababde AithB, that no one of them 
is ever to be bdieved, exeept when he swears by hiB health. 

The ooDTse of the river, from Tinaieh to Said Efiendi, is 
E.N.E. ; it there dianges to £.&£. In twen^ minutes we 
crossed a mountain, and in tmaaty more came down to a narrow 
plain, inigated bj a sakie; the Nile here runs East and West 
In twenty minutes more it tumsto 8.E. by S. finr a short distance^ 
and then takes a S.E. or S.8wE. direetion ; in fifteen minutes more 
we left tihe river, and passed a smaU burial-gmxind and some large 
heaps of earth, like some that have been airc atly described. For 
one lioui- ;iii<horty nunutes we went through a wnidingpass, among 
schist riK'ks, called Absuant, or "the Father of Acacias," though 
it contains, from beginninp t ) ciul, im otk s^prout of vegetation; 
our direction through it was at first S.E., and then E.S.E. We 
found the Nile running S.£., and in one hour and forty-five 
minutes we came to a sakie, with some cultivated ground about, 
called Aba^ A small island, broad and roc^, of the same name^ 
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ties just below, wlien the coarse of the riv^r is neurly E. ; here it 
tttttu^aiid ruiis lor adiortdistanoe S. by £. : there is no cat|U»et 
near, thoti^ the Btieem is frequently broken bj rodcs and small 
islands. 

Until the arrival of the news that the Turkish amy had 
actually left Cairob these nunintainfl were so haunted by die 
Sheygy'a and Bishaiein Arabs^ as to be ahnost impassshle. We 
fbond there only a covey of long-winged partridges, and a nnm- 
ber of chamseleons. Achmet, the Ababde, whom we first forced 
into our service, turned out a very honest fellow, and gnidually 
became better reconciled to his fate; he had traversed, like 
most of his countPr nien, the banks of the Nile, as lar as Scnnaar, 
and related to us, with much interest, the wontlers we should find 
in the island of Argo and at M^rawe— " 1 here are men standing 
there, who were turned to stone for hiding their treasures 
during the seven years' famine — one is cracked, which was, no 
doubt, a punishment inflicted on him by God before he changed 
him to stone." Their colossal size only confirms him in the idea 
that th^ mare Pagans; who, ficm their gjigantic works hete^ as in 
Gveeoe^ have very naturally obtained the credit of being giants*. 

Hiere are some ooiuideiafaile hills acrass the Nile^ at a 
distance but the rock generally comes down to the water's edge 

* I tHM MHied at Ithaca, that the cnomouB Blones of the Cyclopean wall at 

A«*tos, were carried up by the women on their hcnds ; which I wonltl more rrndily 
believe ot the Ithakesians than of any race of women existiDg, as 1 have actually 
Nw diMn cmy aitouibiDg mightt in iltftt mamifr. 



Digitized by Google 



DAR MAUA£S>-WAD¥ HADJI NOOAT. 99 

» 

on both odes; here axe a Sew aisaciaa. We reoaved at Ababri 
some ahnning infonnatioii from above ; we were assured by an 

Arab, that moment arrived from the sjx)t, that the Slieygy'a, 
headed by a girl, had sent a fomial cliallenge to Isinael Pasha to 
fight them, and that, alu r a severe engagement, no advantage 
had been gained on eithi!r ?.id».^ — that messengers were constantly 
going down to hm«t«*n the reinfnreempnts- thnt Ah(Hn CashelF 
had left Dongola, and advanced with the Pasha, and that the 
whole country was in confusion. It was added that some Sheygya 
have been lately surprised in that neighbourhood. Thoug|i we 
bdieved much leaa of these temUe rumours than we ia|g^^ as it 
pnrrad» very safely have don^ we esammed and re-loaded* our 
arnu^ whidi were neaily all damaged, and prooeeded very des- 
peniteit 

In half an hour we leftihe Nile for anodier hal£-liour» and in 
Saxty minutes mm tEKvdOing very near the wateMid^ we 
halted at a flakier called Wady Hadji Nooat, or the Valley of 
the Just Lig^t It is inhabited by GeUab% as ia the large vil^ 
lage of Kooma opposite. The laat hoot ami three^^piarterB was 
^jerformed chiefly by moonlight, in a southerly direction. At 
suiiijet, we passetl a man at his prayers, making his prostrations, 
alone, in the desert ; he was looking towards Mecca ; the moon 
had jui^t risen over it, and an ignorant spectator might have fan- 
cied that the adoxatioos were addressed to her. Mahometans are 

4 a 

* Od wdug three UHb pnfe* into one oMut gam, ftnattfe cxduoied, iaastoaiA> 
aent, «• Alblil Miht— IommIi, toMsh r « 01i>0od! Ob, God!--<]iiM!,tl»M !" 
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aoeuied of maldng a parade iif ivorbhip : thb is more true of 
Catholio^ aU ivhose devotions aie petfeniMd in pub& frequent 
g^nflerions are not more ridiculous than frequent crossings; and 

if we are to reduce relin^ion to a ceremony, is there not some- 
thing more natural, mid more affecting, in tliis solitary 
discharp^e of dwty, on the sand and among the rm ks, than in the 
chauntings of hired chnmtprH, and the waving of candies at 
noon-day ? 

Hvt fo forty-five minutes we entered the piss of Hasse- 
nate, which is sometimes quite open to the left, and is 
in no place &r from the Nile: the rocks are sbte-atone. Inone 
hour and fifteen minutes more, we oune out qpponte to a Uage 
village^ named CUnngot^ inhalnted by GeUaba. On the other 
ade of the river, a little beyond, the western diam ends in a 
fine mountain ; the plains open, and are in some plaoes un- 
bounded; there are some fine pahns and acaciafl^ and the eul- 
tiTation seems about a quarter of a mile broad. The small 
village Goorti lies on the shore on our side ; the plain is narrow, 
with some large luropa of quartz scattered over it, and the 
cultivation variable from one hundred to three hundred yards. In 
one hour more we reaclutl a deUiched hill, opjwsite to which is 
one on the other side named Sasef, with a large ruined village on 
the top. The country iiere oj^ns on this, as on the western side, 
and there are many separate mountains, as in Sukk6t. We soon 
afterwards passed D^Iligo, a large village, chiefly hid among 
the trees. Thus &r the Nile runs and &; here it chai^ges its 
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course to S.S.E. nearly; just above Saaef, begins the island 
Gaila.-5hi, and continues for half an hour; it is succe^dtd by a 
smaller, named Dagbude. In three hours and a hall Ikjiu VVady 
Hadji Noo il. w e arrived at a fine villaG:e called Agetterib; on 
the 1( tt ol' oiir road, and close by it, is a mountain, at the foot 
of which stands a mined village with the remains of a wall 
round it In twenty nuiiutes moie we came to Mishirfa, where 
we made an indifierent meal on same veiy bad dates and bread; 
die nathrea, who wen* h>iw dcJiesbE^ TCgalad themaelvea with am 
Etbiopian hawl^ which Mr. Hanlniiy had juat ahot flying 
to their eternal aatanidmi^t. In twenty-five numitea more we 
paawd a mined viUage^ at the watei^s edge^ where aome 
rooka ioiiclk Ae Nil^ and whidi, like die laaU haa been very 
oooddaiaUe^ and 18 flituted in a atroog and barren place. Then 
are fiKir aalntsT tombac of mud* a Htde beyond, lliia apot ia 
veiy dreaiy ;^ and a Tulture was atting there^ with two ravens 
near him. Here the Nile turns a little, and for half an hour 
runs nearly S., and tlien S.S.W. ; tliere are llic ruins of a brick- 
building near the turn. In one hour and thirl > nunutes we 
saw some Turkish tents, at Koke, on the opjx>siie bank, the 
sight of whose continued greenness made us more sensible to 
the burning sands, we had latteriy been tnT^nong. In half an 
hour mote we came to the feny, and aoon afterwards sought 
shelter, under a few acacias, from one of the hottest suns I 
ever felt. My feDow-txavelkr here undreaaed* finr the Bat 
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time for ten dajsi ive bathed in the river, and drank, with 
extreme pleasure, a great quantity of pure tea. 

We were thus employed, when our interference was rather 

singularly called for. This morning, Ijeforc we set offi our 
honest Ababde was robbed of iive dollars that we had i)aid lum ; 
he saw the theft committed, but dared not at the time act use 
the offender ; however, during the joiuney, he privately informed 
James of the whole matter ; not witli a view of recovering the 
money, but only anxious to he pprmittprl to leave u» under any dr- 
oumatanccs ; ^' for I think it (says he) a bad omen, and that my 
journey will not prosper." Such little facts go far to illus- 
trate the hiatoty of the mind of the Arabs of the Desert, 
their assodataons and their feelings their simplicity and 
tiheir superstition. It may be recoUeeted, that one <}f our 
party iras a niBgto in the service of the PBshaTs phyndan: 
this num was accused fay Adunet of the theft, and bis violent 
imd IbrociouB discactw left us no room to doubt the diarge; 
however, we oollected the whole party, and making a show of 
aeavdiiiig all equally, found the numey upon Um. Giovanni 
was 90 indignant 1)iat ** a man who had been treated by him 
like a brother," should have been LLiilt> of such an act, that 
he instantly struck him several severe blows, and but for our 
interference, would have driven him into the river. We deter- 
mined, that we might be more securely rid of his society, to 
consign him to the Turkish Aga at £okev and with that 
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intentioii, tent him down to the boat, which was lying just below 
ua. IVesently we heaid a hue and cry from that direction, 
and saw people in rapid motion towards the desert : it appears 
that the black, when conducted to the water's edge, instead 
of stepping into the boat, ajs was expected of him, suddenly 
started off in the ojiposite direction, with all the sailors at 
his heels. We Idt things in that aituation, and proceeded on 
our journey. 

In one hour by the Nile side, (S.S.W.) we saw the Tillage 
of £1 Bane^ and the boats waitiiig abor^ at the cataxact, for 
wind. In one hour and fifteen ntinate* we went tiirou|^ a 
abort paas, where the mountain eomea down to the water- 
aide. A mined Tillage is on the top <^ the rock just orer 
the rirer. In half an hour more we came to a town named 
Sooba, jnatabore theeataraet. Our general direction, like that 
of .the Nil^ whidk makes a bend westward at the SImUI, was 
8.S.W. The cataract is of the same nature as all those below, 
and is not perceptible when the inundation is the highest. 
The passage is on the western side ; there was a broken boat 
lying near the eastern bank. 

_ In forty-five minutes we came to a sandstone rock, at 

ITar. 21. 7 

the water's edge ; direction S.S.^^', by W.. and sometimes 

even S.W. ; our road was about imlf a mile froifi the river. Here 
are many sakies, and the width and the cultivation averages 
from six hundred to eight hundred yards. There are houses all 
along the bank, and the place is called farxeit In two hours 

F 
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we jjassed some saints' tombs. Here the moontahifl on lihe other 
side are larger ami more united, and extend almost to the 
water's edge. Soon atu i wards a covey of partridges lighted by 
me. of which I killed a brace, a cock and a hen ; they vi?ere 
different from any we had ever seen, having the long winsrs and 
Might of the Egyptian partridge, and being in colour and size 
like the Nubian : we have preserved the skin of one of them. 
The ground by the road-idde is full of large holes, whose object 
or utility it is not easy to dtsoover. In two hours and forty 
minutea we passed a Iwge and strong castle, though the stonea 
that ooinpoae it are very smalli nearly all the principal hoiiaea 
aie built like fortifictttums in this part of tiie oonntiy, butuni. 
versally of mud. In three hours we reached two rodui called 
Naour, or Naouiy, which resemble> at a distance, those «t Coffi&i 
or even more strongly, those at Caritena, in the Morea. Th^ 
stand S.W. and N.E. The N.E. one is conical, thoiigh Tery 
mggad; the other like a cone^ with the top hiofcen off obliquely. 
An old tower stands at the bottom of it, and extends along the 
side ; a mmed wall runs up, and is not unlike the Cyclopean re- 
mains of Greets, except iii the meanness of its materials : there 
the Nile encloses a very larjje island, and while tlie j)ritu ii)al 
stream branches off t« thr northward of W., our course changed 
to the W.S.W. In tlin c hours and a quarter s\c obsLi ved some 
black granite rocks again ; and, in three hours and forty-five 
minutes, still in the same direction, arrived at a small vilbge. 
There is an islet ci^posite, which, like the Tillage^ is called 
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Beig^. Theie is heie one doum tree^ the fiiBt we had seen for 
•one days. 

The hoiutt in this country are of two kinds : the largest, as 
just described, are of mud, built like tbrtresses, and lor that pur- 
pose. The toiuuionest are low cottars, eight or t<'n feet hi{;li, 
of straw, strengtheiietl with pahii branches*; the wholf. l>i in<i; 
kept together with string made also of the pahn ; acacia brunches 
support, and generally rise much above, the roof, which is flat^ 
and of palm leaves. At each comer is the dry stem of a palm, to 
which the walla are united, and which aaaiats in supporting them ; 
and one generally runs mkms the top to sustain the roof. The 
men wew the immd Nubian hair; die women are generaUy 
naked, exeept a covexing round dieur waist; ^biey aie chiefly 
Nubian^ intenpened with some Abafades. Matted work was 
becoming rather more pkntifiil; we saw mote people employed 
in weavtni^ the only improvement «^ch marked our approach 
to the capital. In this* as in most of the other viUages, is a hut 
wilh a hurge jar of water in i^ by the roadpride, for traTeUers* 
When there are no houses, this jar is generally placed tinder a 
fine tree. The houses in the old towns arc often of miul and 
stones mixed; by the description given us by our guides of 
such stone ruins, we * rr sometimes deceived into the hopes oi 
finding an ancient temple. 

• Strabo, lib. 17, page 922. 'Ep raig isroXi«r<v a* olatijo-fif ix 4*oiyix<xa>i' 
rX'^^* XifHC^n^rMNu Tii;!^* i| wnjMm. He » speaking ti the hanatt of the 
eDcicnt EtkiopiaiDe. 

F t 
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In one hour (W.S.W.) we pawed an old building on a hill on 
our ri^t» and in ten minutes more entered the vale of Faqar, 
wliere the ooune of the river ia N.W. Thisis the most romantic 
little spot I e^er saw in the easts it is a green and cultivated 
valley, less tium a quarter of a mile laa^ and not two hundred 
yards broad, closdly shut in on die left by the hi^ gianite 
rocks, and on the right by a nairow hranoh of the Nile^ whicli 
sqiaiatea it from the barren idand of Beii^ and overlooked 
on the N.E. by the old ruins; and thus it flourishes in freduiess 
and fertility in the bosom of the wildest waste ; the doves were 
in the pahn-trees, and the naked inhabitants moving about, and 
offering us their little civilities. Here we turnetl off ratlier to 
the left, and in one hour and twenty minutes entered the grand 
Akabet of Kasnm el Elma, or « the Pass of the Water's Mouth."' 
Near tli» < iitr uKe, on the right, two immense stones, as regular 
as if art luui hewn and placed them tlicre, stand up most sub- 
limely detach etl from any othei^ and reminded me, though 
they are five hundred times as large, of some stones^ hang ing 
rather similarly, in the ancient wall at Ithaca. The pass then 
opens with extraordinary grandeur, and we saw before us 
other piles of rock, hardly less wonderful than those we had left 
behind. 

In the presence of these enormoos masses, iir^ularly scattered 
about in solitude and while treading a spot thus peculiarly 
marked by the hand of its Creator, we felt ourselves in a holy 
place, and seemed walking among the columns of a mighty 



Digitized by Google 



DAR MAUAS8— DJEBEL FOGO— 8ARDAK. 



87 



temple erected tiy the Divinily in his own honottr, and tot his 
ewnwotabiik . 

In two houn we passed a atone with some croasea and the 

figure of a warrior on it ; some Christian may have died there ; 
a small plain succeeded, apparently of decomposed giaiim\ We 
observed a vast nujny light-coloured lizards, which the Arabs aiil 
draf^ons, and gtiiei ally kill ; they are venomous, run very fast, and 
seem to prey on be<»tlps ; \vf» saw the t mops of wolves, gazelles, 
partridges, and the naked feet of men. Our direclion was first 
W., then W.N.W., and then W.S.W. A large mountain, called 
Fogo, was a good object in firont. There is a great di^nl of agate 
and fine quartSi and every TBiiety of granite. In three houia 
and a half we passed Mount Fogo, which ia on the other aide of 
the liveri and veiy near it We then went thxough another diort 
pMainto a plain, eovered with acada huahei^ and in &ur houxa 
and fi»ty minutea came down to a village called SaidUc, and 
entered, fiw the nig^t, mtoa kind of tiuee'Sided court, formed 
by matted cottagea. The peojde, as usual, lefhsed to sell xis 
provisiona ; ♦* Are there no sheep ?" *• None;** and one Ueata at 
theinatant Theie was a large mud fortreaa doae by, where die 
women were aaid to be abut up. For the hat two hours and 
a quarter our general direction was S.S.W. 

There is nothing at Assouan, Wady Haifa, or in the Batn 
el Hadjar, at all comparable to the " Paiis of the Water's 
Mouth," either in grandeur or in variety of scenery : the 
immense masses of rock piled up togedier, the open plains scat- 
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tend o>ver with fiagment% lihe entiie want of all vegetatuMi, and 
yet the traces of to many anhnala ; the oocaaonal view of the 

distant palms straggling by the river-side, and of the boundless 
desert beyond it, witli the kiiowle<lfj:<? that man has no power 
here to diange the face of natun', wliich ever has been, and ever 
must be what it is; these circum stances unite to give this place 
an interest poss^sed by no other that I ever saw, and to us, per- 
haps, heighti^ned by the reflection, that we were the first English- 
men who had ever seen it, as we might possibly be the last*. 

For one hour our course hy the banks of the Nile was 

Not. ss. 

£.S.E. ; it then changed to £. ; and then to &£. We 
saw many small gieen idand^ and one Uuiger, named Zhundt ; 
another is afterwards formed hetween it and the ahoie, of about 
two miles in lei^th; the deep water is on <lie other dde, and we 
saw the white sails of the boats above a mile distant fimm the 
eastern bank. Ourioad was over broad plains, eoverad with cor- 
nelians; we saw some gpiHtlks escaped at oiir approadh 
For the next hour and a half, the course of the river is, with 
little variation, S.S.E. ; it then beeonies due 8., and, in three hours 
and a halt from Sardtik, we entered the kingdom of D6ngola. 
Mount Aram bo f, a large solitary hill, about tour miles 

* Then are two paocs beginning from tte Vak of Farjar, of which we took tlie 
ahofteat; the other is of eight liours, going, ofeouiM, fiutherfron the Nile, ami 
ooimng out near the frontiers of Dongola. 

t That is, Mount ChamteJeon, so called, po«ubly,from its being nuwjf coloured, 
aa it nin * my aingular degno; but if it abell b« required, that, to deaerve its 
nante, it should freqwntly eAe^gv ita ooloiin, I can only My, that I know no movin- 
taia that does not. 
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from the J^iie, htm marked the fimntien from time immemo- 
liaL Fvfe pdm Uees* standing togellier lyjr the river-iide^ 
veie pointed out to ub by tiie nathreib «■ banring loug had a 
share in that office^ and are venerated aoooidingly. We passed 
4lie limits at ten o^dock precisely ; in ten minatesi we came to 
the rough island of T^mbo^ which fbrms a connderable cataract ; 
and. in a quarter ui aii huiix more, to a large rock of giamte, 
coiitaiiiiiig two hieroglyphical iuscriptions : one of these faces 
the N.W., and the other the S.W. (our direction ha^-ing lately 
bt Lii S.K. and S.E. by E.) The former is two tieet four inches 
broad, and lliree feet high ; it represents a man, with the hair 
worn by the Briareus of the Egyptian and Nubian temples, 
making an offering ; and in the lower comer, on the left, are 
two prisoners^ back to back, with their arms dunned together ; 
there are hieroglyphics round, and in other parts of it. The 
other ia a hieroglyj^iical inscription of eighteen lines, with the 
ban and serpent at the top, and so defined, as to have made iia 
despair of being able to copy it accurately under our present, 
or perluqpB under any, dnmrnstancesi The smaller one I copied, 
thou^ I traced it more by the finger than the eye. The larger 
ia seven feet wide, and eight feet two inches high. For the 
former, the 6oe of the stone has been smoothed and cut in a 
little^ and it is, theiefiire^of a lighter colour than the rest of the 
rock ; the other is not so, and therefore the writing is more 
defaced: it may also be much older. The rock is called the 
Golden Stone, and the natives suppose the inscriptions to mean 
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that the empire of Egyp^ under the SubUme Porte» finmeilj 
esteDded dms 6r: the more peifeet of them may pOMdbljr be 
one of the memoriak of SewBtiu*. 

A quarter of an hour from diis place brou^t us to die end of 
Uie idand of Tumbosy where ia a Uu-ge perfect briek fiMrtifioation; 
we then entered a pafan-grove and a amall village, partly ruined: 
being die first village, and neariy the first trees, that ive had 
seen during the morning ; our road had been over a sandy plain 
(often by the side of the rocks, and generally about two hundred 
yards from the Nile), t-overed witli quartz and cornelians, much 
clearer than those we found in tin- plains of Sukk/it. Tlie opposite 
bank and the islands, are very ncii and j)almy, and the \Nater 
was covered with the boats of the Fasha. Our direction hither 
was south. Then we again travelled for an hour, over an im- 
mense sandy plain: at first, in direction S.S.E., and latterly 
S.S.W., to two or three saints' tombs. One of them is quite 

* From Herod, (ii. IOC.) it appears, that the orr^.ai of Sesostris -were notliing 
more than sculptures on tlie solid rock ^ though those described by that historian 
diflhr ia purtkalais from tha l^orat we found w^iUMe n n d on the OoUen Seoiie: 

av^p^f . . . txariptuQi y ainip fyy^Xwjrrai fttyaBof Tfjtwmjj CTnQaft.^s, rf 
fiiv it^t^ >C*'P* •X*"" "'■^'Xf^^i^' ^ ^ oLpitrripfi r«J« xa) ri]v dtXXriv Txi'^jV wtrai- 
Trng' xal yap Alyuirrjrv x-.t) AidioTrt^m f^ii" ix raO dt^vj fij roy erepw 
SfiM iUk Tmt vnifiituv ■fuau.iJ.aTa ipa Atyurrui iti^xu iyxtKoXc^nftlva, ^c.— 
Stiabo (Lib. xtii. p. 7®. D.) ettaeto lliat SeMwtrie left vrigiXat eod InecriptioiWt tt 
memorials of his expedition into Ethiopia, and that they existed even lollMOWDtime. 

{AMra rat. rfg crpaTtiag avroO xai kw in hUwrat, or^ai xal hriypoK^, 
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ruined , another is entire, of a conical form, .nui ot imid : there 
are many frraves near, covered -ds usual, with white quartz stones, 
and surrounded by broken jars ; they are shaded by ntimeroiis 
acacias, which make this spot as agreeable, as it is interesting 
and romantic. Pro<'oc(ling a little farther, we came to the Nile 
again, at Askkn, opposite to an island named Sog^D. In cross- 
ing the last plain, we had, for the first tim^ a very good view 
of the Mirage. It assumed, at first, the appearance of a broad 
winding stream ; and, I confess, I mistook it for the Nile; it 
then changed, rather snddenlj, from a river to a sea, covering 
the whole of the horison before us^ and on our left; the castles 
(and there was a vety laige one before us), the trees^ and the 
ludui seemed to stsnd in the middle of it, and we aD most 
distincdj saw their shadows reflected as in the clearest water t 
the distance of die nearest part, whidi was ctmtinuaUy changing, 
varied from one quarter to three-quarters of a mile. 

There is a ootton-ndll at AAka, and much cotton growing 
about. We observed there, for the first time, a bird of exactly 
the size and shape of a sparrow, but quite black, and some \ery 
large ring-doves. Wikl pigeons we had seen latterly in ^lahass, 
Init they do not alx>und lierc. The mhabitants of these cotmtries 
seem seldom gay, without being ever melancholy ; they neither 
laugh nor speak loud, nor in the disgusting tone of the Egyptian 
Arabs*, who» like the Giedu^ consfde themselves by noisy di8> 

^ I bdiw the Fdllb of %ypt to be the nioitmiiOTMah«ii>g in tiiiteime, H« 
bMtn the talftiuigi md icgwdatioi w of damy nidaout laiy eonipaontum firom 
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putes with each other, for the Bufamimoii they are obliged to 
shew to their masters; they are universally very dvil, and bring 
us thdr BOOT bread and milk in great abundance. The UBtiTes of 

Askiin have a fierce look, and are said to have an extreme hatred 
for Christians. Our liost, after observing me fur u long linic 
very attentively, at length asked, " What is he writing ?" — " The 
names of the places, and the description ol the country," — " But 
he is not a Mussulman, he does not write Arabic." — " He is an 
Englishman." He then removed a large bowl of food, that he had 
placed between us, to the side of my turbaned friend^ thinking 
that he at least must be one of the Faithful. They have a report 
here, since the expulsion of the French from Egypti that» ailer 
the death of MahcMnmed Ali, the English are to take posaea- 
wm of these oountriea'-«n idea ingnftedt no doubly on the ori- 
ginal belief to long praralent in the Eaifc, that sooner or later 
the whole wiU be oveatnin by the Chriatiina. 

In tbree hoiin fifteen aunutesfiwmliefer we amved at 
vUli^ on the shotc^ named Buigada An ensufMon to an dd 
eaati^ which waa fi^ve times as& off as it seened to ow eiye^ aUieit 
aeciutomed to pnze air in Italy and elseiriien^ madea dilftsenoe 

limvy ; Ilk pkliuiw awm redaoed lo tmo Wtter to quench his thirst, and repose 
Kt night; and the Nile and the setting sun are probably the only objects on which 
1m loolw without sorrow. The gratification of hanger is reduced, by the meanness 
of fait fbod» to ft men idief from pun; liw iftnt of eooifbiC in bis h o iM M , and 

of attractions in his wOlWV esohdw Umfrom all domestic enjoyments ; his songs 
arp only al)out his labours, and are prayers that he may he able to endure and lo 
finish them ; his rehgioua festivals come but twice a year, and he has no sabbath. 
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of about an hour, so tbatdiis place may be nc&oned about fits miles 
due 8. of AakftiL The fsaatle from a dktaaoe had the appeanuioe 
of a round building siapported by pillars ; it m little more th»i ft 
shapele&s heap oi iiiud : tlie walls are of iiiuuciise tliickness, aiid 
there are holes or caverns underneath, said to be the haunts of 
wolves. We picked v\) soinc bits of fine blue ejlazed earthenware, 
retaining tiie colour jjeriectiy, and tiiere are some red biimt bricks 
lying near. We passed, in the way to it, some other ruins, chieHy 
the foundations of houses ; an old withering palm was standing- 
over them. The people have heard from their fathers, that, three 
hundred years ages all the land wta cdhiyated by soloes erected 
over wella of wat«r found in the ground ; diere are proofr of the 
Initliof tins tradition at ever^ i^ep, and one sodi sakie is now in 
eodstenoe, at move than half a mile from the river. This was die 
frrstwator we had seen since we left Akmndna that was not of the 
Nile. Aa &r as the eye can readi, the eastern jMn, for, thou^ 
uncnltiirated, it can no longer be osUed desert, is eoveved with 
acacias, wludi, iMwcver, at a disfauioe seem rather loosely scattered. 

rundown from the castle to Burgade, was an ]io«ir and three 
quarters, or about four miles. The richness of the country be- 
yond the Nile seems hardly to be exceeded by that of the islands 
which it embraces ; they are j^reen and numerous ; as il'the river 
had divided itself into canals in order to fertilize as much ground 
as possible, and save man the trouble of cultivation. About two- 
thirds of the way from Askfin to Buzgade is an old castle on the 
bank, like the one just described. 
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One of our guides^ an Ababd^ and a yeiy intdligent man, and 
whow infonnationf when we could put it to die pioo^ had always 
been found cotrecti assured us this afternoon of a very curious 
fiict, of which it is difficult to undentand how much is credible. 
He declared, that five days east of this plac^ there is a kzge 
river flowing firom north to south, and meeting the N9e above 
Sennaar, called also Nil. It rises far north of Souakin, has ite 
inuiulatioiis ill the Cliamsoeti montlui, aiul is inhabit^ by a tribe 
of Arab.s, who, though bearing in common with tliose who live 
above D^mgola, the name of Sheygy&, are often at war with 
them, and have even sent some chiefs to assi.st the Pasha in this 
expedition. Its banks arc cultivated by sakies, and grow wheat, 
barley, dhourra, and tobacco. He had seen this river, and 
spoke of it aa different from the Atbara, with whose histoiy 
he was also acquainted. On our inquiring into the character 
of the people and whether it would be safe to trust oundres 
among them, witfi no other protection than the finnan of Ma- 
hommed All, he advised us not to make the experiment, thou^ 
should we decide to do so^ he would ragsge himself to otmduct 
us to their countiy*. 

^ The large island of Aigo begins just above^ and the 
feny is one hour and a half S.S.E. from Bwgade. Not 
being at ftntaware of thi^ we eontinued mcie to the eastward, with 

* E believe this river to be no othtftbon iba Nile iUelf, which arrives at above 
the latitude of Amo before ittakfis the bend to the S.W., of wbicJi m after* 
ward* traced the greater part. 
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alcmg high mound on our right liand» inteioepting» as was some- 
times the case yesteidAy, our view <^ the Nileand its hanks. It 
has probdbly been nosed to fwevent the inundation fkom extending 
itself over the plains, whidi are low and apparently boundless. 

The ground then, on the outside of this mound, is barren, and 
covered with a thin surface of sand, tlioiigh scattered over with 
a ft-w iicadas, and many ruined liouscs and tombs; but un ( i >ss- 
ing it on our way to the ferry, vve were abtoiushed by the beauty 
of the wilderness, that flourishes within. We find ourselves 
suddenly in a natural garden, luxuriant l)cyond imagination; 
the air is full of fragrance, and the trees are inhabited by birds, 
some of which were quite new to us, and all harmoniouai though 
in the general concert the voice of the dove was predominant. 
A narrow mound of earth separates this fairy land from the 
I^boes of barrenness and death. It is impossible, without ex- 
perience^ to undeittand the efiect of this sudden display of 
nature's prodi^lity on eyes aocustomed to the sands of the 
Desert; and it is the nnaibrtame of tiavelleis» dutt th^ can 
never communicate by description the pkasure they have <m 
many occasions esperiaiced — a misfiirtune in some degree oom- 
pemated fay the consciousness that the leooUecrion of the evmit 
will always renew in themselves the ori|pnal enjoyment, thou^ 
it must ever fae a soEtaiy one. 

On arriving at this place, we were obliged to wait some time 
fair the boat, which was absent; one of our guides, who was 
bom here, had lost a brother lately, and four of his friends, who 
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had not seen him rinoe diat event, came m fbnn to oihr thdr 

condolences; they present themselves before him, place dieir 
hands on his shoulders, and continue for about two minutes 
to lament aloud ; thcj' then either retire or begin to converse 
as it may liappen, on uiditferent subjects. Tliis scene was (juitc 
new to us, and the effect of it extremely f^inp^ular, but very far 
from ridiculous. This man, the same who gave us the informal 
tion about the eastern river, was obliged in consequence to 
leave us here, but sent ivith ua bis aon, with his best camel, 
telling him to follow us wheresoever we might go, and never to 
leave us while we bad need of him. Here also our good 
Ababde reqneated permiaiioD to return to his wife and child ; 
■ and aa other camels were found, and we had the asauianoe that 
Abdin Caafaeff waa only one day'a joum^ diatant, we oonaented, 
and it waa really not without regret that we parted with him. 
He leo^ved one or two haodaome atringp of Venetian beada fiw 

even 

attacliment to ihat were he ever to aee ua agun» be would 
come up and qieak to thoui^ it ahonld be in the pieaenoe 
of the Faaba. He waa an honest, dn^le-hearted, grateful, and 
wett-dnfixm^ man ; poaMarin^ in abort, precisely those quafitiea 
wfaidhi are aaid never to be found in a Greek. 

We CRMaed the river, here very narrow, in a deep, strong 
flat-bottomed boat, with a plank projecting from each end, and 
landed ou Argo at about ten o'clock. Our ferrjman had never 
before been paid m money, but always in com or salt : this is 
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found at itm or four daje* dlrtmoe in the Eattem* Deiert, 
and brai^i^t by Uie AiaH in Imiips wlndk aw 
afe purified by bang boikd. After an escunion with onr gont 
into the woods, we aooa aet out again, with fireeh cavaliy* for 

the Antiquities, which had been so long promised, and so nnglft- 
larl V described to us. My vehicle for this expedition was a large 
old camel, which, for some reason best known to its propretor, 
had been l)uttered from liead to toot ; and jfrom the consequent 
adhesion of sand and mud to different parts of the skin, had the 
appearance of l>eing piebald. It is unnecessary to add, that the 
odour exhaiing from this animal wa« far th>m being delicate. 

We rode an hour and a quarter (direction a little to £. of S.) 
before we found a village. The island is a little sandy in the 
middle, and only partially inundated, and towards the northern 
ezbemity but Uttle cultivated ; it abounds in every part with very 
bu^ aycamores and acadas and donma and pafansy whidi are all 
foUofkigeiui^doveataotaniediatwediotatthemwithpi^^ . 
We saw a hare and a quaO, and bagged a btaoe of fine par* 
tridgea. We obaerved aome of the natives catching fish in a 
pond frith a basing as is conunon in £)gypt We passed some 
nnned houae^ a sainf a tomb^ and one er two burial-plaoe^ and 
remarked a grave headed by a stane vrith a St Andrew's cross 
upon it Tliefe is a great deal of yery fine cotton growing in 
the neighbourhood of this village. The sakies in these countries 
are made without nails, the pieces being very strongly tied toge' 

* Stnbo, lib. xrii., p. 833: 'O^uxtv) It ioAg uaiawtf i» tStf 'Afm^t 4v. 
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ther by cords of skin ; nails are used in i 4^} pt, where iron* is 
less scarce. In two hours and forty-five minutes more we came 
to some houses on the eastern bank, after riding four hours in 
the island, in the direction S.S.E. witli little variation. The 
Nile liere is like a canal, and there is, betwcnui iVrgo and the 
main land, another very small island, named Ashar. The natives 
assured us that the extreme length of Argo is one day and a 
half with camels, and that it requires, in the broadest part, six 
hours and a half to cross it, making it about thirty-Ave miles 
by Meen|. It is neither cultivated nor inhabited in jnopor- 
ticMi to its fertility, whidi is in many plaoeB vety extraordinaiy. 
Theie aie few lemaina of any ]dnd,*and non^ Hiiu fer, of tlie 
aiighteat importanoe. The people were all xemaikably dTil, 
shaking hands with us as we passed them on the road. The 
flodcs and most of the properly is in die pos8ean<m of die 
Ababde; the Nubians chiefly reside in the amaller islandi^ 
though there are some vilbiges inhabited by them in Aigo. 

In about half an hour, due S. from the vilWe, we 

n^nVt S4a 

came to the Antiquities and approached them, nui 
without {^at fears of disap]x)intment. These were soon dis- 
pelled l)y the first object that ippeare<l U'tbre us; it was 
a colotjJiai statue of grey granite, representing a young man 

* What Herodotus has said of the scarcity of iron among the Macrobii, (111. 23.) 
' vi*t pment equally tntt of til Bihwpfnw- "E^rt It hf rwnm t€wf AJ/Nv^ 
wivTwv & ;i^aXxof (nraMiiratriw walk r^uAnmv. 
t Wa bad «ftnnraiiii8 nsaon to befisve dnfc tfin k alittlii enggsmtad. 
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with the tliin beard and corn-measure bonnet ; the left leg w 
ativaiicid , Ik tint- llu: right, cut in the siime stone, and standing 
on the loot, 1:5 a small statue, five feet high, beardetl, and with 
the right hand on the breast, while the left hangs straight 
down ; the hair is turned on the right side, in such a manner 
as to appear an ornament on that part of the head : and the 
fcce is much disfigured. The statue itself is broken in the 
middle^ and the mooBtrous fiRagmenta lie about four feet iqpurt, 
Imt nolliiiigu lost ; llie fiux 18 entire^ but flat and bi^^ The 
statue lies on its beck, and is twenly-two feet six indies lon^ 
and five feet five Indies aeross the diouldeis; there is a amaU 
hole in the firont of the*bonnet» probabty intmded tax the 
leeeptbn of the ranament or sistrum. It lies S.S.E. and 
N.N.W. 

There is a seoMid statue Uke the first, except that it is not 

broken in the middle, that the face is in a better style, that the 
l^eard is twisted, an ornament of leaves ^(m-s round tlie edge of 
the bonnet, the dress is more highly finislicd and decorated, and 
there is no figure on tlu toot; the arms and beard have been 
intentionally broken. It is twenty-three feet five inches long, 
and measures seven feet four inches fh>m the end of the bonnet 
to the end of the beard. The hands, whidi have su£fered 
much injury, are open ; those of the other are shut, with a 
short staff in them. It lies S.£. and N.W. nearly ; the feet of 
the two statues are towards each oth», and about thirty.five 
jrazds apart Tliey arebolli vety weUexecuted* andare inferior. 
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if thdr perfection be conaidered, to no gramte eoloasuB 
ensting; tliou§^ the fiKes aie not bo fine as the Meinnon» 
and» of oooiae^ not at all oompanble in ei^iearion to tJiow 
at Ebs&mbal, as is natural, from the superior difficulty of 

working tlie material. A liltle to the west is a headless 
female; statue, covered by earth up to the knees; and 
still further on is a fine block of grey granite, cut into four 
hippopotami, standing' up. side by side. The small statue only 
is of black granite ; the others really look as wliite and clear, 
and as free from the injuries of time, as if they were now fresh 
from the hand of the sculptor. The place is called by the 
natives Sanna Beh&t, or the White Art, as inteipieted to us ; a 
name inamaistent with the opinions formerly promulgated to ua 
. fay our honest Ababde, but not so (as will afterwards appear) 
inth thoaeof the Noufaa lesidenta. There is much pottery and 
bffoken sandstone lying about» but no yidble remains of any 
building whatever. Never was there so inviting a place fiv an 
excavator; the soil is soft) and as tlie ground is but little ele- 
vated, the labour would be small, and the rewards easily ob- 
tuned and highly valuable. We letixed reluctantly, with the 
deterininataon of demanding Abdin Casheff's permission to 
return hith^, and pass some time on the spot. 

In one hour and a half more (direction south) we arrived, very 
liiiiigry, at a small village, iiiliabiied by Nubians, where we Lhnnd 
good bread and milk, and even decent butter ; a luxury which 
we now enjoyed for the first time smce tlie commencement of 
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our expeditioii. Our hos^ a smith, was very earioiu in esft- 
mining our umbrellas imd poiitols; and confetned Hut, though 

he could make a sakie as well as any man in Argo, his skill did 
not extend to such articles as those. Here is a sycamore, whose 
younger branches have actually grown through their elder 
brethren in ci^jht or ten plat'os. 

In one hour troni licrc we came to a large cultivated plain, 
and in one and a quarter to the Nile, flowing N.N.W., with a 
very broad stream : our direction had been latterly about S.S. W. 
The aoeneiy of thia beautiM island conaiata in a number of 
small open plainay aome of grass, with cows and goats feeding 
without any fceepa'« and othera cultivated; all ahnt in by qfcar 
more and aromatic groves, wbidi eonatantly open into new 
plaina aa rich, or aa capable of being made so, as the former. 
The tvro last ni|^t8 were much coUbar, which did not prevent 
the muaquitoa from being remarkably active about ua. There ia 
a breed peculiar to this countiy* which is much smallar, and leas 
aonofousi than those whose attentions we had been in the habit 
of reeeiiing. We had, of late, frequently observed a beaatifid 
Uttle green bird ; another with the neck, breast and tail, of the 
deepest red; and a black bird, with tlic tip ot bis tail white. 

We sat by the water-side, waiting for the boat wliich was to 
take us across to the western bank, and congratulated each 
other on Uie conclusion of our labours. We w ere now, accord- 
ing to all our information, but a few hours from New Dongola* 
where we shoukL find Abdin Casheff resident aa governor, who 
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would, no doubt, leoeiTe vu with that splendid hos^taUty Ibr 
whidi he had always been remarkablei We diBnuflsed, in oonte^' 
quence, at their own request, all our camel-driven, except one, 

and presently the boat arrived. The ferryman brin^ us later 
and v«Tv different intelligence ; Abdin Casheff has advanced 
with Isiiiael Pasha, thf whole army is collet-ted, and engaged 
in daily skirmishes witli the Sheygv'a and Abys^im ms * ; we are 
still four days i'mm Old D<'>ngolii, and the troops are five days be- 
yond it. This account induced us to examine, what we had not 
before much thought off, our money-bag, which was found to 
contain two hundred and twenty piastres, (somewhat less than 
five pounds)^ and three Venetian sequins. With these tepottt 
and this certainty we enter the boat, and seat ouisdves astern 
on the luggage, alternately lookiiig very gnve, and laii^ng 
knid. The ferryman, a hhack malicious looking man, with much 
magiG in hia^e, is behind us, on the projecting idank, steering 
with a paddle. In die middle lies a latga old camel on its 
knees, perfectly quiet; and fay its aide stand James and Giovanni, 
pulling a xope^ attadied to another paddk^ which serves for an 
oar, and whidi a sailor is also pulling with his hands. The 
dog, Anubis, is asleep beyond the camel ; then comes Giuseppe, 
evidently philosophizing in silence on the muUtbiiiu of human 
affairs, and regretting the pleasures and security of Cairo and of 
Malta: and at the prow is the camel-driver, st uulinL^ on the bottom 
of a long shawl, and stretching out the upper port with his hands, 

* Tluiptctor die new* WM, of coone, ftbc. 
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to make a sail ; ihiu do we crott over, and find the reports oon- 
finued. 

Pnuwed be €rod,** exdanned an old Nubian, who obsetred 

me writing with a pencil, *♦ praised be God, the Creator 
of the world, wlio has taught man to enclose ink in the centre 
of a piece of \u>(h\:" 

From till pituliir liowHng of a dog, the people 

No?, 8^. 

of tliis village (named Zogarab) bad pre(hete<] the 
death of some one in the place during the night : however, they 
were all alive in the morning, and prepared to take every pos- 
sible advantage of our helpless situation. We were suipriaed 
to find thk union of £n|^iflli siipentitionfl with Greek customs, 
under the mud huts of I>6ngola. 

Thef told us of a strong thoui^ not nnguhyr, inrtmiMw of 
Turidsh sevoity. When the amy was encamped in the 
nei^boorhood, an old woman <^ this villsge refitted to tike in 
payment the piastres of Egypt ; for thou^ the savages have 
not the slightest objection to Spaniah doUais or Voietian 
sequins, tliey have yet a very reasonable dislike to a coin that is 
neither silver nor gold. Isniael Pasha ordered this woman to 
be brought before him ; she supj>orteil her refusal, even in his 
presence, with great spirit, aiid ended by contemptuously 
throwing down the money at liis feet. He eommandcd his 
janissaries to beat her to death, and the sentence was imme- 
diately executed. 

As no nobler beasts could, aft^ the strictest search, be dis- 
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ooveied, I oonfefl^ with shani^ that we were obliged agun to 
put oimdves under oliligatiiMBs to diat patient anima], wlMm 
we had before discarded with so much contempt. Three asses 
were hired, at a price tU suiting the state <^ our financea» to 

assist the great earned in the cfmTefjranoe of our luggugc, and 
we all proceeded on foot We were obliged to throw away a 
number of very clear agates and cornelians, from inability to 
carry them, reserving only a few broken iigaieij lu supply the 
want of flints for our guns. We had, luckily, a very pleasant 
country to walk over ; our road (S. by E.) was through a finely 
wooded and well-cultivated ground, of which the width must 
be about a mile and a half. After four hours of ttus exercise, 
performed in the middle of a very hot day, we arrived at 
Macagga*, which is also called New D6ngola. It is a laige and 
very neat mud town, built, w gyeatly improved, by the Mame- 
louks, and was the seat of their government. It has many 
large courts and squares it it, and is beautiMly atuated in the 
richest country of the Nile. We aniTed at' about three in the 
afternoon, without having tasted food, and Giovanni was so mudi 
e^usted that three or four more such days would probably 
have put an end to his joiimeys of discoveiy. Some very bad 
bread and water (all that this great capital affi>rded us for 
breakfast,) wa» made palatable by a few good daten and an 

* Pomibly Mokra, the Diaw of tli* coootiy dewribed by Sdim el Aaioyaiiiy, t» 
lymg next to the north of the distriot of Bskoo, dwongh whidi the Nile flowi from 
CMt to west. See BarcUnrdt, p. 495. 
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excellent ap{)etite. In the mean tinu", we assured ourselves of 
the entire impossibility ot proceeding by land, as every beast of 
burden had been taken away by the army, which was represented 
as beiiig eight or nine days in advance. The town is situated 
above a mile from the river, by the side of which was encamped 
a Turkish Aga with a few soldiers. We determined to throw 
o«inel?es on his geaettmty, and to request htm to give as a 
passage on board some one of the boats that were daily sailing 
by with supplies for the amy. Mr. Hanbuiy* to whimi this 
important mission is confided, takes unusual pains with Uie 
adjustment of bis turban and Ihe rest d his toilette^a pre> 
caution by no means useless^ when an eflbct is to be produced 
on a Turk. My less Uborious office was to remain abore^ as 
guardian of our property, and I filled it in the most natural 
mmmer by fidHng into a prafinmd sleeps fiosn which I was 
awaked by the news of the success of my firiend's embassy ; it 
was added, that the Ijoats were already arrived, and that we 
were presently to embark. The Aga's name ls Ilailus-viu : he is 
^ native of Constantinople, and one of the j>olitest Turks I 
ever saw. He treated us with extreme civility, gave us his own 
tent to dine and sleeji in, and presented us with a kid for 
to-morrow; so that we were recompensed by a very pleasant 
evening for our morning's anxiety* and a^in indulged ourselves 
in good hopes of the future. 

We exchanged names and addresses with the Aga, 

Hp? . SV. 

made him some trifling present8» and went on board 
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early. Our tai |>eis were spread on thv di < k, in the after-part 
of t))p boat, which is the post of iliL^iit), ;iiui we had just room 
enough allowe<l us to move about in. Tiie boat was one of the 
largest that had passed the; cataraetji, and was about sixty feet 
long and twelve or fourteen broad. We had fourteen soldiers 
and four sailors on board, not one of whom had ever been 
here liefore ; and indeed, there was only one man in the whole 
squadron, which consisted of sixteen sail, who was at all ac- 
quainted with the navigation of thia part of the river. 

We were off hy about wven o'ckidc, and in an hour and a 
half came to a small idand, on 'the left. The land is very low 
on the west, and the cultivation extensive; on the east, the 
sand comes down to Uie bank, which is finnged with acadaa. 
We met our old fiiend Mahommed Effisndi retuming in a small 
cangee. The Nile is above half a mile broad, and our rale of 
stemming the current at least finir miles an hour. In two hours 
and a hal^ an island begins near the East bank, and continues 
twenty minutes ; opposite, on the West, are the remains of a 
large walled old town, with eight or ten samis' tombs about it ; 
it is built of a mixture ot stones, brick, and nmd; there is 
another old building, nearly a n)!le within, on tlie sands, which 
there rise a little. The saints* tombs are generally eonical, and 
apixar from thirty to forty feet high. 0|)posite the end of the 
island are more tombs and ruins, and the desert comes nearly 
down to the Nile. Anotlu r small island follows, still on the 
same aide : we constantly sailed along the westran banL For 
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tihe next halfJioiir, other isUmds succeed, green and cultivaAed, 
and we obeer^ed on die aboie a number of eieetioDfl, like amall 
stage's where ])emnB were posted to tend the eom by cc»- 

stantly slinging stonea at the birds ; nttemptft have also been 
made to clear the ctmntrv, by burning down the trees : such 
ini|)r(i\ •.■nfients were the effect of the governineal of the Mame- 
louk^ and cuniined to the territory that was under them. 
In threo hours and filWen jniinites thr islMiiils Iroisli ihv the 
|M<.'s(.^f it, ;m(l we ^a^v >otiH> miii^ mi the '-;lii(UiiI1-. which are still 
near Uir Nilt- on bolii s'ulrs ; tiiey souu ul'lei* retire on the West, 
i'he trees grow tbickt^, and we a^^in hear the creaking of the 
water-wheels. 

. . l^iithijQg apparently could be more de1i$rhtful than our jMcsent 
fiipgii niaiiner of traveUin^ attended bj such cronstant changes Ui 
a; K^^me of whidi,eirery part was new. There was one miy 
^jgjhtirtrairbarV nn nrtr hnppinmii The biscuils w« had hnrag^t 
jiitftJ9»lbi( an.ew7.jouine3r of,ei^tda]w ware. exhausted, we had 
iW<i|>ffi<ttf' niahe bread, and tfae onlf fiie aUofwed on boaid .was 
j||pigia|ft|i»4Q that we oonld. not.even^inoomn.the hmuy, of tea. 
The soldiefs staieil at us repeatedly; th^ were already pre- 
paimg their dinner, and seemed to wonder why we defened so 
long the great pleasure of the day. At hat, one of them, who 
was mkf and m oonseqaenoe not hungry, oflfered us a few date% 
and our dignity did not, at that moment, inteifere to prevent 
our aooeptanoe of them. 
In four hours we passed a sandbank and a rock, both on our 
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Idt; iJieeiinentielieie veiystaiiii^ Socm afterwards Uie wind 
beoune stonny, ihe air filled with nmd, and the boats that had 
only one sail tied op hdf of it In five hoon and twenty 

minutes we stoppcxl on the western bank, and taking in all sail, 
were still blown up above a mile further, against the turrent. 
The whole fleet then collected, and a general disembarkat ii took 
place. The cause of the delay thus ocaislnncd \\ ;is c liaracteri^tic 
of the customs of the Turks, and honoiu-able to their humanity. 
A i^oldier had died in the iiioniiiifr, and all his companioni» had 
thus the oj)j)ortunity of assistuig at his funeral. They laid him 
in the earth, with his sliirt on, read some verses of the Koran 
over him, and placed a jar and water at his head. A distribu- 
tion of double ratioaa was the consequence of this event, and it 
was so late befoie we were again in motion, that we hardly 
made three miles more before sunset; we then all drew up to 
the bank agaui £at the night. Our genenl direction throngfa 
dui day WW a fittle to Ae eaatwaid of South. I have not 
tbonj^t it m ceaa aij to emnncnte all its trifling changes^ be* 
oanse they are mailEed in the as they were accurately noted 
down at Ihe nMnnent. The ftrtile ground upftm generally to 
extend dMiit half a mile from die Nile^ and ii often t^aaated 
by aoaaia gravee from tifae deaeit, on the edge of whidi, among 
tlie tveesy we frequently foand deaerted habitatioiia and hui^ 
(poanda; therodkaheeeaieaaiidfltone Our fleet had on board 
dme poeoea of bnaa cannon, one of wUch was of English 
manufiu^un^ and large suppUes of powder, ball, and provisions, 
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for the army. Our own boat was hden with l)ie ball, and wb% 

in consequence, a foot deeper in the water than any other ; but 
the one which we after waxds obscr\ ed to be geneiiilijf Ust, and 
for which all the rest were obUged to wait more than once, was 
chained with sweetmeats irom Constantinople tor the pnvatc 
taUe of the Paidia. 

After losing nearly an hour of fair wind, we set sail 
at about eight, and in about twenty minuUai passed 
two very conspicuous saints* tomba on the hills near the water*, 
and in half an hour a Tillage with palms and sakies ; the land 
is low on the £aat nde^ with the aandhills dow behind and the 
Nile narrower. In one houi and five minutes is another Umhi 
llndy dtuated on a hill new the river, em the East. In one 
hour and thirty nmutea w© paaied wxne mete pehna: the 
interval from the last is well cultivated, bat there are no trees or 
hofaitetioos viaifale^ Soon efterwiids bc8^le a imall green iihuid; 
the Nile ia navjgdile on bodi odes off tt» and dwvc half a nule 
broad. In two hovm there ia a aUi^ turn to tiie vieatwaid of 
Sottth, and the ahoze^ finr aboat half an hour, ia extremely rich. 
The toldiem deebned they should prefer qnarteia m the mean- 
est village in Upper Eg^-pt, to this expedition, and almost for 
no other reason than the imposability of prucuring tobacco ; as 
a substitute lor which they smoked a mixture ot acacia leaves 
and dates, ihey had certainly no other hardships ; they had 

• Whenover thv bank is not particularized, the left is to be understood ; as being 
that near which we genenQj laikd, tad wbu* we aiway* p«Mcd th« nighty till ow 
•ntnoec iato Dar Slujfgf** 
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always whea^ flow, and abmidaiioe of rioe, and tometiiiieB 
meati and seemed none of them to want monej ; theve wbr no 
paiade or militaiy exercise whatevW, and if ordraed to asost 

the sailors in any difficultVf very few obeyed, and rnnie with any 
spirit or exertion ; they were employed, from sun-rise to mid- 
day, alxjut making their bread and cooking their meat, and 
[Kissed the rest of the time in endeavouring to sleep ; with the 
exct'ptinn of or three only, who were regular in the per- 
forniani f oi their relii^ious prostrations. 

Ill tiiree hours and a lialf we came to u very large ruined 
town, named Handech ; part is situated on an eminence, and 
the rest, which is wdled, extends along the river side for nearly 
half a mile ; it is protected on the other side by the brown 
Iiilk of the Desert ; we w«,Te assured that it was built by the 
Pagans ; we observed an^aidi, and plaster on some of the walk ; 
a fine tomb stands on a stony deration bdiind. A oafavan 
paming through it at die moment we were sailing by* ga?e an 
animation to its lifeless walh^ and added an interest idiidi 
they would not otherwise have possessed. There axe a few 
palms and broader cultivation above it. 

In the first finir hows we made about fiwrteen miles; in four 
hours and thirty minutes we passed a smaU village suirounded 
by polm^ whete the width of the Nile is less than usual ; and 
in four houn and fifty-five minutes a amsideBBUe bank projects 
into the water, on the West side ; and is succeeded, in twenty 
minutes more, by another, of nearly a mile in length. Soon 
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aftcrmods the cttnent becomes Tefj atzong on llie East ade; 
and in five hoan and fijErty-five minute^ the West bank appean 
leas ridi and woody, and the Nile foot some diatanoe ia not 
above three hundred yards in breadlh. We ofaaerved a few 
doum tieea mixed with the acadaa, which, on the eaatem bank^ 
bad 80 long occnpoed the very narrow line between tibe river 
and the Desert. In six hours and fifteen minutes we atopped 
ftir a damaged boat: near this jUaee ia a small viUage called 
Co]g6nab^ but we oould buy uo proviainna there^ though ibe 
ground is well cultivated and veiy rich, and fidl of ring-doves 
and partridges; it is bounded, towards the Desert, by a fine 
iicat ia grove ; the current is very strong, and the only pahii I 
had yet observed on the eiu>Lern side is opposite. Our rate of 
going was about three and a half miles an hour. 

In a (piarter ot an bour we passed another small island, and 
in anotlter quarter three tomte, on the East, and a flat island 
near the western shore ; and in twenty minutes more comes a 
green island on our right ; the current is very strong, and in 
one place the sandstone rocks on the East come down to the 
water's edge. In one hour begins a large island on our left, 
which soon becomes very green and palmy ; we had a beautiful 
autt-aet^ and the knd and sky on both akks were cohnired with 
tlie riidiest tinta^ In two hours and thirty minutes we stopped 
fiv the ni^t, having made in that time about eig^t milea: the 
island enda nearly opposite. Our general direction tJuov^ the 
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day was about S.S.E. Many partridges crowed the river durimg 

it, and we saw more wild geese than is usual in Egypt 

„ We observed, idir the first time since our embarka- 

Nor. S8. 

turn, Mune appeanme e s of fertility on the eastern bank. 
In Ml hour and a quarter (about three milea) ia Wady Hinnd* 
wah. We were told that the Desert here abounds with a very 
laige apedes of jackal; we had heard the eiy ef wild bewta 
frequently duiing the mght In one hour and twenty-five 
nunutea the Nile widena on the left ade; and in two houia our 
direetion waa, for a dhort di8tanoe» to the wettward of Southi 
which waa very unasiial$ die liver ia not move than two hun- 
dred and fifty yards broad; the western bank in its turn 
beoomea hanen, and the yellow aand ia visible 'near iSbe wetei^a 
edge. In two hours and forty minutes the deep water is by 
the easleni shore, and our direction wai South ugaiit ; in thy 
third hour we made about three miles and a half. In three 
hours and fifty m unites, after a short interval of fertile land, the 
sand again prevails on iJie West. The river is very broad, and 
there are many sakies, though no palms, on the East, In four 
hours we passed a small island, which was soon followed by 
another about two milra in length, both on the Eaat aide. 

Of the soldiers on board our boat all, but two, were Asiatic 
Turks ; who, though not fbrmod in their attentiociato n% woe 
yet not deficient either in civility or reqiect Of those two^one 
was a Georgian^ or Persian, a remarkably fine young man, who 
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had committed some i»ingukiiv violent act«: he found himself 
engaged, one moTning, in a gambling quarrel at Cairo, with two 
Turks, on<* of whom fired at hiui ; he first loci<ed ttie door, nnd 
then with the greatest coolness took out his pistols and shot 
them both i the fact became notorious, but as the first outrage 
had been committed by his antagonistSi his life was spared. He 
kitted a third soldier at Siout under nearly similar circum- 
BtaneeSi and then Ismael Pasha would have puniahed him with 
death, but fat the inflneiice of his head jan&nxy, who was a 
ftUow-coontiTniaB of the PeiriaiL At AfMuan be neeived 
MTOial hundred falovn of the nMoot^t finr Mme elfenoe wluch 
be is aaid to have rqieated the fbUowiqg day; however, he icon 
afterwards determined to reform, and gave the uausl proof of 
fab good intentiomi by allowing bis beoid to grow; but even 
after that event, being one day flvioDsly nritated by his fiilow- 
soUievs on board the boat, he onee more drew out his pistols, 
and though he had fbU three inches of the hidr of repentance 
on his chin, he gave them all (thirteen in number) a challenge, 
which noiii of them thought proper to accept. This man was 
most particularly attentive tons and our servants, and was in 
manners and demeanour the iriol < ivili/.ed man oji i^oard. The 
other was an Albanian, in appi arancu the very revcrs< ot' the 
Persian, bat even soipaanng him in good will to " the 

* The nabboot ui « long stnight and thick stid^ genenliy to be found in tbe 
haJs ttf TWda hi m M au^ , snd Mpjilyiiig, as an mitnmint «l fwuAnaatt, tka 
|laaa of Am tamn eoaopfiealMl ifa a pa m ia vaa among dratana. 
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strangers;" he insisted on baking our bread, and doing other 
liulc services for iis, with his own hands; he was a shrtwd 
t'cHow, btit full of hiuiiour and biiHbont n', which he exercised 
at tlie expense of the more devout natives of Asia: and when 
they spread out their gazelle skin, to perfonn ujK)n it tlieir 
adorations and genuiiexions, he oflen mimicked the whole 
performance so adroirably, as to amuse even Mussulmen* more 
than he offended. It is needless to add, that he was a pro- 
feased infidel It appears to me that infidelity is about as 
oommon in this dasa of Mahometans^ as it ia among the lower 
orden of Catholies. I Imve seen 8e?enl inntancwi of both, and 
bave generally xanarked them to be men of courage and intel- 
ligeno^ wcwthy to have been educated in a ptuwr zeli^on. 

The eastern bank continues to be fertile and well coltivated* 
and, St some distance in the Desert, we observed a tomb finely 
situated on tlie top of a conical fock. In fi?e hours and a 
quarter we arrived opposite to Old DtSngola. The capital of 
what was not lon<i i^o a powerdil and a Christian kingdom, 
and of whose present iiii])ortance we had been led to form high 
expectations at Cairo ; where we had hoped to find much 
worthy of observation, and where the soldiers had loiitj pro- 
mised themselves a fresh suj)ply of tol^oco, is a miserable ruin, 
diifehog only in size irom those that we had been iu the habit 

* Our soldiers were in general very libtrali on discussing the fate of their 
coiiip«iii«o» wlio died the odmr dtj, oiw oSibtm nuttkad, ** Wdl, he it fgam t» 
leewbwhnligioniithebertl*' and nobody finiad fnit iritk Um. 
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of reniarkiiig ; it is situatcxl on a rock, sloping down to the 
water's edge, and nov» luveretl with sand, a large mass of 
which has evidently buried nuich of the centre of the town, 
and has divided the remains into two parts. The first of these 
18 a brick ruin, situated on a sandstone rock, having on one side 
a portion of the fortification wall; the other, or southern 
division, is larger, ha^ more appearance c£ neatness, and is > 
partly inhabited. The whole ia.aunounded on thiee sides by 
the desert, and tbere is not bo strongs or a more barren, spot 
in the whde oountry. There is a black-teded hill a little 
to the 8.E. of die town, and a large detached fortress be- 
yond it 

We weve not aUowed to stop here, and passed the wholes 
going very wdl, in about ten minutes; and in twen^ more 
we came to a'sraall idand cm the west bank ; a little below the 
beginning of it, on the east, is a large stone ruin, among the 

acacias, about two hundred yards from the river. It is^ pro- 
bably, only a fortress of no great unti(|uity. though differing in 
appearance from any we had seen : we were not permitted to 
indulge our curiosity by landing to examine it. The Nile in 
ver^- broad here, and our rate of going at leost four miles and a 
half an hour, in six hours and twenty minutes begins an island 
on our left, though at some distanoe firom the eastern shore, on 
which is a curious brick building ; and in six hours and thirty 
minutes we saw another on the western side. The river is shallow 
here^ and the topi of some trees were visible above the water; 
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beie our fraction dianged to S.£.t and soon aftenraids to 
$.E. by E. In fleren homs and ten nunutes we pa — o d a ftny- 
boat by the shcne of the island on om leftf wfauli we lemied is 

called T&nger. Soon afterwards iJie desert on the west comes 
down to the water. It wan very rdre, even in D6ngola, that 
we had the sia:ht of fertility on both bulks at the same time. 
T&nger seems, hy the paim.s wlui'li mark the rivers coursie 
beyond it, to be at least half a mile broad. In m ven hours 
and a lialf w e saw a very distant building on a luii-top on the 
east side ; a small island intervenes betwetm us and T6nger, 
about a mile long ; and in dght hours we passed a large ruined 
mud buUding of two stories, not far from us on the left. Our 
directimi was latterly east, or even to the northward of it 
Heie is an old town on the t^t side. In eight hours and 
ibirty-Aw minutes (our rate was latteily Teiy alow) tke long 
island of Tfingerenda. We observed sandpliiUs tlunfy qitinlded 
with acacias beyond i^ the osoal soeneiy of the easteam (now 
northern) bank. 

It has been remaiiced, tliat in Xnfaaa, the eonntiy between 
the eataiaetSt the course of the Nile being generally fhnn the 
westward of south, the eastern bank is the tidiest, and the 
convene of this is oevtainly true in Ddngola ; however, liie 
degree c€ fevtiUty must depend on the helglit of the bonks, 
and not on the direction of the river; as the lower ground, 
even when too high for the inundation, is more easily irrigated. 
There is another fact, which may assist in accounting for the 
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great diJferenoe in the soil of the two sides of the river in 

D6ngola. The desert on the right b&nk is in general a deep 
sand, whik' that on the left (as we had afterwards opportu- 
uities of observing) has frecpit iith a hard stony surface ; in 
the former case tlie alluvial soil hy the waterside may have 
been covered by heaps of sand, carried thither by the violent 
tropical winds, which may also have gradually heightened the 
bank ; no such accumulation can have taken place in the latter. 

Our direction here was E.N.E., but it dunged in a quaarler 
of an hour to £.&£. In nine houis and ten minutee we 
eloiiped at a plaee oalled Wady Jebrfah, after making flearody 
two milea and a half in the last homr and ten minutee. 

The sfddierB every evening broke down the tree^ wfaidi were 
diy and abundant, and lighted their large watch fires along 
the hank, whick extending with interval for nearly half a 
mile^ threw a red and wariike on the nrnt, and the op> 
posite shove; and their own appearance^ as th^ stood feeding 
the bUue, or cfmversing with much gesture by the side of it, 
possessed })eculiar barbarity and wildiiess ; the light slioiie on 
the handles of tb* ii |»istols and the hilts of their sabres, and 
the various and strongly contruhtcd colours of their dressets 
appeared more confused and more brilliant ; their fat:es, already 
shaded by beard and mustachios, assumed a darker and sallower 
hue^ and the expresgion their black rolling eyes, which by day- 
li|^t would have been only animation, became heightened into 
anger and ferocity. 

K t 
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My man, Giovanni*, who is by prafesnon a tailor, and whose 
ttnadvmtuKnui spiiit has already been mentioned, fo roacsci pg 
nothing in tliis illHStarred expedition but privationfl and dangen^ 
exdanned, this ereningi smiling at the time most wofoUy — 

Quel chi i morto 14 basso ha &tto molto bene;" and 
proceeded to lament the continuanoe of his own eidatenee. 
James was much better employed in examining the contents of 
a Nubian cottage, which produced us a fine ftwl» sebed, of 
course, by violence^ and Uien paid for. Thia was a bad example 
to the soldiers, who, extraordinaTy as it may ap|x>ar, observed 
the strictest discipline, and in their transactions with the natives, 
allowed themselves tt) l)e iHij>osed upon with extreme facility, 
and confessed, that in small parties they dared not have taken 
the strong measures, to which in the h<vL'inning of our journey 
we had been unfurtuiiatei) obliged to have recourse. 

The first scene this morning was suffidently amusing; 
our oommodorc, an elderly man, with a white beardi 
and who alwaya consulted his dignity by wearing a long orange- 
coloured vest, appeared earty on the bank with a long stick 
in his hand, dedaiming violentfy; he waims as he goes on, I 
and shortly {itooeeda to aj^y his naibboot to all within his reach, 

* Though no adventurer, Giovanni Fiamingo is no coward ; but as he held it 
w tr an e ly anwiie to niaketDj •dvaneet to danger, he would arfllingly have eonflned 
Ilia traveU to the cotuttry below the Second Cataract. Ha b, withal, a most 

respectable and honest young man ; and in the charge, that we afttrwani* gave 
hiui, of conducting our two Dongula liumes to England, he conducted hunselt 
with great propriety and flddit]r> 
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till he has clearwl the coast; he then finished his harangue, .nitl 
reiurned to lu^ l>out. The cause of all tliis confusion was a 
complaint of the natives, that the soldiers in tiie night had 
plucked the ears of their dhourra, of which oifence this 
discipline^ thus inflicted, was to prevent the rqietitioii. Our 
case of the fowl also came under his oogniianoe ; but as a 
pvevmis refusal to sdl, and subsequent pognanent, were proved 
on our parti lie gave his approlNition to audi a modificatuiii of 
rabbeiy, sajin^ at the same time^ with gteat jnatioe and agood 
deal of pride^ that a Fiendi or Ruiwian anny, in a march 
thnni^ a oonquered oountiyt would not be troubled widi so 
many scruples. He is erukmtl; a veiy good awt of man, and, 
for a Turk, probably well inlbimed. At tlw tine when 
Mahommed AH wished to open a trode with the East ladies 
by the Bed Sea, he went Hdther, with Mr. Briggs, in an 
oflficial capacity ; and returned, though unsuccessful, yet with 
the lughest possible respect for the English name. He gave us 
daily, and, its far as he could, substantial proofs of this, by sujj- 
plying us with rice and ilour, the only provisions on board the 
fleet. 

Owing to the change in the course of the stream, those of 
the acUiers who prayed were generally unfortunate in their 
guesses at the direction of the Holy City, and their pmyeia, in 
eonaeqpieno^ lost thear effioaqr; this expoaed thras to the 
ridicule of the sailon, who weie in this instance better geogia* 
phecs. There were some artilleiy oflkeia on board the fleet. 
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sent, it was nid, firam CopttantiiMipto^ and they were die only 
men who pveienred the djghtert ajipeanaioe of m^arm ; Hhey 
wear blue trowaen, a rad jadcet, and a atzqied blade and white 
nik turban ; the rest were audi a motley set of rogamoffins aa I 
never beheld ; they were dieted ui grccii, blue, scarlet, brown, 
or white, each man acoordtng to his own fancy, agreeing only 
in thar general raggediiess. i lieu (jlFensive anus arc a long 
gun, a brace of very long and otttn \vvy bad pistols, and a 
sword, or attaghan, or knife; they arc defended, rather than 
clothed, hy a large turban round the head, and three or four 
long shawls, of whirii the luaer tuics are very coarse, and even 
the exterior seldom tolerably fine, bound very tight round the 
body, and capable <tf stof^ing a pistoUball at fifteen or twenty 
yaida. The Albanians are distinguished by wearing no turban, 
ihe only ooreiing of their head being a laige xed ooming 
QfTBr Uie eaia and forehead 

There are a few mud buildings among the trees heve^ but the 
nnna aie generally on the edge of Ihe Deiert ; it was no dioabt 
with a view to economiae the ftrtile ground, that the inhabi- 
tants^ vto seem fonneily to have been very numetousi consented 
to aaerifiee the oonvenieooe of living by the watmvdde: at 
present, most of the land ia oveigrown with tree% and the 
cottages are scattered among them. A fine north wind got upi, 
as liad been the case for several days, at about seven o'clock ; 
but as our course here was, fur a short distance, East, tlie Com- 
modore and lus officers hesitated whether they should set bail or 
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no^and itmwnottill afteradekyof fimrhoun, that, withoutany 
change of circumstance, we began to move on. I was no longer 
isurpristxi at the information, that they hud been einployed sixty- 
four days in coming up from Wady Haifa, and if there really 
existeti auv great dilticulties in passing the cataractK, it is hard 
to conceive how they surmounted them. Yet, notwithstanding 
this general conviction of their incapacity, we could not help 
being astonished at the fresh pronfii they were oonstantJy giving 
of it ; it is to be said, however, that there is probably not a 
Turk in existence who sets any value on tiine^ or who thinka 
toy thing better done lioEr ita being done mote quickly. 

In twenty ninutea ire paaied two amnta* tombac in the Beaert 
on the left. There ia here a little turn aoutfaward, or rather, 
a widening of the Kile on the zig^ nde. In twenty nunutea 
UKNEe begins an island on the right; and in ten minutea firnn 
there we met a veay strong emien^ fdudi continued neariy 
half a mile, where the passage must be rather difficult when 
the water ia low. The Nile thm tuma round tliia iabrnd from 
East to S.S.E., and our course was round near llie san^ ahore 
on the left ; in one hour the island ends in a sandbank ; we 
nia li about three miles in this hour. Soon afterwards, there 
are apjK'arances of fertility and rultivation on our left, which 
are also so extensive on the opposite l>ank, that there is perhaps 
no richer spot on the Nile than this. The com was in all 
Htates ; 1 observed it just coming up, just coming into ear, ripe, 
and removed, in the same iiekL The river here ia not above a 
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quarter of a mile in breadth. In one liour and fmly minutea 
our oourse ivaa S.E. again, and die Desert once more prevaila 
on llie Eaat, and in tivo houn we paaaed a atone biulding on 
the Weat bamlk, and the ydlow hiUs just behind it. In two 
houn and fifty minutes, our direction was gradually become E. 
by N. ; we soon atlerwanls passed two sandbanks on the right, 
having madt aliout two miles and a half in the last linm. In tliree 
hours and ten minuter an ihlniul. nanuMl (ihirrah, begins on the 
left, and there were some small rocks in the water on our right. 
'I'he island is very rich and eovert'd with jialms, and has two 
tern -boats on the bank ; the inhabitants were at their labours, 
and all hatl the aj)pearan( e of peaec. Most of the Dongol^Miies* 
seem to speak ^Vrabic, wliieh has been probably taii^t them at 
the pcnnt of the spear by the Sheygy'a, who, like more dviliaed 
conquetorSt will speak no other language than their own. In 
four hours and fifty minutea Ghirrah terminateB^ bdn^ aearody 
three miles long; and in five hours and thirty minutes our litile 
fleet drew up finr the ni|^t on the western (now southern) bank, 
ai^ to prevent surprtsci it had always dme hitherto ; the head- 
quarters of die Turkish army are supposed to be on that side of 
the river, and the fiwce of (be enemy on the other. 

There had been many speeulatitHis, we fi»und, on our probable 
mianon or occupation ; the better infinmed, however, cr mote 

* Thtiir motlier-tongue is Nubiuii, and the Arabic they a^ak it generally very 

bad. 1 ixin, tliorfTorr, siirpiis(nl to find in Bun khftTd^(p. 66.) " ^"^y 
Duugoia, the Nubian knguage ceases to be »poken." 
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penetrating, part of our observers, had come to llie ooncfauioti, 
that we wtTu two f^eographers, employtxl by our government to 
survey the country und note down the situation of the places. 

We began nearly Ka.st, and made alnjut two miles and a 
half in the first hour. In one hour and a half we had 
die Desert on both sides of us; tliat on our right wa& brown and 
stony, while loose yellow sands were all that was visible on the 
lefl ; on the contrary, in SukJu&t, and during the whole length 
of the Batn el Hadjar, the rodtt on the West aide are generally 
ooveied with sand, and fonn a strikii^ eontniat with the un- 
varied blackness of their o|^NMite bietlwen. In two hours we 
stofq^ fat want of wind, after having made^ dxNit fimr mika. 
In fifteen minutes moie b^ns an idand» on the left, named 
Gooehop; and in half an hour more we van op shore in the 
middle of the channel, near the end of the island, and so lost 
half an hour. In one hour and a hal^ near some sakies on our 
right, several of the boats again got aground, and tibe river 
continues very shallow, and with not above three or four feet of 
water for nearly a mile l)eyond. We kept on the right suie, ami 
in two hours perhaj)s made two miles and a quarter. We heard 
account*? that the Shc}'gy a were encamped on the East bank, 
with two pieces of cannon, and hatl lately repulsed a severe 
attack of the Moggrebyns. In the third hour we made about 
two nulea ; on our right was a rich and well-cultivated island, 
which ended in forty-five minutes ; the stream dividing it from 
the main huad is a mere canal, whidi may possibly have been 
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artificial ; it is dry in spring. In four boun and fifteen minutesi 

fertility having for some time recommenced on our left, we 
counted at the same moment thirty-two water-wheels at work 
on that bank ; we kept close to the right, wliich was not so well 
cultivated- The Nile is broad here, \ar\iiig trora a half to 
three-quarters of a mile. Our direction through the whole day 
wa8» with little variation, East; we were detained for some 
time, waiting for another boat, after which we made two miles 
and a half more in the evening, and came up with our friends 
aphead, whoae dtuation was inaifced by the usual blaxe along the 
water-dde. There wete no booaes nor cultivation in this 
places but tiie other nde seemed as ridi as any part of tbe 
banks of the Nile^ thoa^ without many trees: there are some 
bi^ bfllsi finur or five miles widnn. 
^ ^ There was little wind this mornings and that littie 
nearly contrary, as our direetion, which was at fint 
rather to the northward «£ East, Boon became E.N.E. Egyptian 
sailors have no idea, however broad the river may be, of strug- 
gling against wind and tide by tacking; indeed, they require so 
much time to shift their large triangular sails, that more way 
would be lost during the o]h i ition than would 1^ gamed by the 
tack. Accordingly, the sailors and some of the soldiers were sent 
on shore to haul us up, and the Commodore resumed his nab- 
boot, and directed and stimulated their exertions ; tiiis time, how- 
ever, be confined his blows to the sailors, who were entirely Arabs 
or Nulnans, and whose less honourable country and fnofesskm 
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entitled them to the eaDcLiuive endurance of a chastiflenient, which 

was rendered more eflfectual by their nudity. The soldiers became 
geologists: ti;i viug seen us pick up a few agates and eornelians, 
man} oi I hem immediately followed our example, and made a 
vast collection of all kinds of stones, which at Cairo were to be 
transformed into rings and mouth-pieces for their pipes. After 
advancing, witli great labour, about tive miles, we drew up for 
the ni^t The Nile in this spot runs due South, back to its 
source. The opposite, now the wetton, aide^ had resumed its 
alerilily; that by whidi we was neoxly uncuItiTated, 

though ikh, and coveied, to above a mile in depdi, with doums 
and acadaa, Mr. Hanbuzy made an exeunion into the Desert, 
in pumiit of gaieBea, and rewarded by a distant yiew of a 
laiger aniniali with branching horns like a sta^ He obsOTred 
tnoes of the inundation at some distance ftom the river. Some 
men with their camds passed us ca their way down, who pro- 
fessed to have kft the army in the morning. The Sheygy'a 
were said to be collected in arms on a large island opposite to 
the invaders. Giovanni, this evening, gave vent to his feelings, 
in words which I am w illing to hope were meant for poetr\ . 
and were, pLilirips, only the burden of a song conijK)sed by Iniu 
during the progress of this ndvaUurom joumey. I overheard 
him repeating, with great feeling 

Benedetto 8» il gtomo 
Del Doctroittomo! 
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Our iue was certainly not flumpiuoitt ; a flat cake or two of 

half-baked dough, tea without sugar or milk, a little rice, and 
abundance of water, wi re olu certaintieb ; it was only occoiiionally 
that we could tiny liuw obtain a mtwsel of meat, or a few 
dates ; but tbe only real evil was, that we had no active employ- 
ment ; after exercise, any tbod is palatable, but idleness requires 
to be pampered. We were under orders to be always ready to 
move, and were hardly ever moving; we had no comfort on 
board, and there was little to interest on shore ; we paaed ft 
good deal of time in tranacrifaing our journals, and consoled the 
day with the hope that the monow might produce eventa move 
lively and animating. 

Inaboatamileand ahalf wepaasedaome atone mint 

Dec. 9. 

on a sandhill on our left» of conatdezable aiae ; on the 
hi^^iest point ia acaattet williatepB up to the only Tinble entcane^ 
whidiia near the top. A very amall iaknd liea juat beyond, and 
the Nile above it ia more than half a mile hroad. We aoon 
afterwavda came opposite to a fine group of comioal black hills, 
in the Deaeit on our lefti about fi»ur or five milea oC 

There was a good deal of sicknesa in the fleet, and our boat 
had its share of the evil ; one little soldier had been all the time 
lying ut our feet, groaning most lamentably, both day and night, 
from a pain in his face and neck, which w ere violently inflamed. 
He bad contrived, I could never learn liow, to force out one 
of his teetli, which he considered as the author of his 8u£K;rin||^ 
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Init with no good eibet. There were alio one or two coaee of 
ophthahnhi on hoaid; our own party had hiiherto escaped, but 
to-day James had so violent -m attads of dysentery-, as to be 

unable to stand ; as he attributed it entirely to the pene- 
trating keennesss of the uight air, to which we were always 
ex{K>8ed, we prescribed him a box-coat, which happily effected 
the cure. 

To-day we did not make above four miles and a half; our 
general direction being N.E. I'he river had been of late very 
shallow, and the sailors walked in the water, while they draped 
US, at the distance of at lea^st two hundred yards from the 
dbore ; it is in this place about a mile broad. The bank, where 
we tied our boats finr the night, was well cultivated; dochen 
was growing therc^ as well.aa the Syrian dhouna, but no wheat 
The Dongol&wys told us that Abdm CaahdF had promised 
them all the seeds of Egypt. Thera were some hornet, of 
Y^hidi the inhabitants weie not to he finind; the soldiefs weie 
consoled for their absence hy the discoveiy of some sheep and 
goata^ and learnedly eondnding their non-emstaiee fiom their 
non-appearance took logical posseorion of the whole floek. 

In theooiiiseof the afternoon, a heavy cannonading was heard 
fiom aboT^ in consequence of whidi the old commands invited 
all the soldiers to draw up before him in two lines ; they then 
proceeded, not to exercise or show tlie state of their armis, but 
to pray : one of the party was selected, from suj)erior strength 
of limgs or of devotion, to give out the prayers, and Uie rest 
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made llieir pnMtntioiiB and geiiiiflectiaii% as ic^gulariy as « 
Chiiatiati legiment peffbtma a militaiy evdiutioiL Our fiiead, 
the Albaiiiaii, stood all the time doie by» oooking a goat winch 
he had just stolen. 
^ ^ Bamcnuses, and fiagments of trees, and reeds inntK 
roenUe^ oo?eied the fiuse of the Nikb and went 
floating down; the dlmt meueng^ of a battle in whose 
consequences we were invdved* and of whose enent we weve 
yet ignorant. 

In about h ili' a mile some granitt.' rooks come down to the 
water's edge, and continufj with intervals, for half a imh more. 
Our direction then was E.S.E. ; an island with a few jxilms 
begins on our left, and la.sts about ihree-<{uarters of a mile. 
A dead camel floated by. In about a mile more, we turned 
East awain, and four or live coveys of Egyptian partridges 
crossed tlie river. I never found it hotter in SiciLy, Greece^ or 
Egypt, than this day. 

In the afternoon, some ;^)gnnis passed on their way to 
Mecca, and announced to us the victOTy of the Pasha over the 
Sheygya : they had paased through the army s tiheir holiness or 
their poverty had been respected, and they woe prosecuting 
thdr peaceful mardi amid the bustle and the desolation of war. 
Tins wdoome intdhgence enliToied our waxiiors extremdy, and 
one of tihem immediatdy discovered some hovBemen luildng oo 
the other bank; peasants, i^parently, im aaeea, with an old 
woman. 
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In about a mile more we came to a fertile island on our left, 
about two miles long ; and 8oon afterwards, to a very perfect 
old lortiticiition, built on a rock projecting into the river, of 
uiixed stones and mud, except the higher ]>art, which is of mud 
only, with seven battlements, and apifiears to have been Intcly 
repaired. The rock, which is sandstone, is singvdarly markeii 
down to the water, and the marks, though unmeaning, are not, 
I think, natural*. There is an entrance in the middle of the 
side feeing the Nile, cut in the rock just imder the waUi and 
about thirty feet above the water's edge. Other ruins are on 
tiw lodo above it, which continue a &w hnndred yards by the 
riveiHride. Our diiedion heie was E.N.E. A little wind got 
up, and we made faox or five miln mote, duxing wludi our 
direction chaiiged to N.E. Theie axe some pelms and cttltiva» 
ti ff B on the <yther brnV 

Eaitytliis inoaung a dead body floated dose by us; 
the bade was upwards, and in part out of the water; 
the head much swelled and uncovered, and the shirt on. The 
soldiers discovered it to be ihe coErpoe of aA Egyptian Aiab^ 
probably a groom, and ftrar of them went back to bury it? he 
had been strangletl, and the cord was still about his neck; it is 
probable that he had been taken prisoner by the Sheygy'a, and 

* We examined them again on onritttnni, with the same conviction. There is 
one Arabic inscription on the rock, purporting that a sliicli IkkI dit d ttn rf. There 
is also an old well, about forty feet deep, cut in the rock, within the castle, near 
the Mtftnoe fteng die Hilei tlie g»te ie «n die other eide. The phce ie celled 
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then hanged We were told that this sight greatly depressed 
the spirits of our gallant battalion; and certnm it is, that, from 
whatever eauKc, we did not make one aUeiinjt to advanw all 
day. A very small IkkIv ol iesolute men might, by a well-tim(xl 
attack, have destroyed the whole of us — in the day-time there 
was no order, or attempt at discipline, and hy night the few men 
who pretended to watch, were so posted as to be able to see 
nothing into the ooimtiyt where weve generally trees, or high 
grass, or com, and soraetiinef the watch was placed under the 
bank itself, which wa^s in some places very steep ; the boats were 
.quite close to it, with every soul on bc»rd asleep. 

We learnt firom our Bervants that we hadahready, as Christians, 
two enemies among our fellow-passengerB— very peaoeaUe ones, 
luckily, and very devout Mussulmen— we had to-day the imiMti- 
deneetomakea thinL The Httk invaUd before'inentioiied, who 
was also a true son of Mahomet) had been long entirdy nii^ected 
by his oompanionfl^ and seemed now so Berknisly 31 as to nuke 
some rdief neoesssry to save bis life; we advised him to try a 
poultice and a suooesnon of theses made and applied by our 
servants^ in a few days completely cured bjm. The consequence 
was most natural— he hated us— his hatred increased as his health 
improved, andailer his recovery, he shewed it (in the only wax he 
dared) by a thousand iH>tty attempts to prejudice his ( m i pnuons 
against us, and to lessen the very few conveniences that we en- 
joyed on lioard. 

We went out gazelle shooting in the eveni^g with no success. 
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Persian weed ami acac ias extL nd for above half a luiU , but there is 
no cultivation or apjKiarance of houses; there are two mountains, 
three or four miles witliin, finely shaped and solitary ; the 
extetisive desert on the other side of the river is bounded by a 
long extent of high hills, distant apparently forty or fifty miles. 
^ In about two miles we passed a veiy bajge mined fioir- 
tress among the tiees near the shore on our left; we 
were obliged again to stop opposite to it, as there is a turn nearly 
northwaid just abo?e^ and the wmd blew ao hard aa to malce at 
impoenble to drag up tiie boats against it ; the fine black moun- 
taina on the ftontien of Dar l^ieygy'a, where llie army now wa^ 
appeared about ten or twelve miles N.N.E. Alter a sufficiently 
bad bveakftstt we set off with our guna into the desert; we soon 
discovered a herd of antdopea making off at a great distance 
towards the mountains. Bfr. Hanbuiy determined, rather ad- 
venturously, to pursue them. I ibUowed Ibr some distance with 
my servant a vaB^ ooverad widi vnthered shrub^ at the end 
of which we observed two wonen tmding a large flock of sheep; 
the younger of these immedhitely took to her heels at the sight 
of us, and was soon out of sight ; and with the other, who was 
singularly old and tlecrepid, we immediately proceeded to bar- 
gain for a sheep : she expressed extreme contempt for Mahom- 
med All's piastres, but her eyes shone at the sight of a Spanish 
dollar ; and after counting the four marks*, she said to us, 

* W* nw freqafot hMtanoM of tht pveftmee given by Niibiaaa •ad Anibs to 
die ddim of CbiilN IlIL om ihoM €f FMiBMid VU., Ihn fhw 
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" With you I have no acquaintance, but this 1 know well" We 
learnt from her that there was a large town near, named^m- 
lH)ocote, and thither we proceeded forthwith ; it is situated ahont 
two miles from where wc left the boats, and above one in u 
straight line from the Nile ; this interN'al is as rich and better 
cultivated than Argo, and in scejiery resembling it extremely. It 
was covered with all kinds of tame animals ; the sheep are the 
highest I ever saw, and instead of wool have hair like goats*. 
The village was full of women, and a few old vaen and boys ; the 
ymng iiieii» th^ tdl us, have been taken away by the Faaha; 
die fiuA probably waa, that tboae who have not been killed in 
the late battlea were with the Shiygfa, as the inhabitants of this 
part of Ddngola hpd been so kng tributary to those Arabs, as to 
have become ahnoat inooipoiated with theBD^ and to have thus 
imbibed mudh of the piide and intrepidity of their duracter, 
I was witnesB to a enrioua instance of thii* while psssing throng^ 
the town. An officer of artillery with three of his men had 
snied two sheepk and sent Ibr thar own« to pay for them ; be 

ftnic-ht ]inp'^. -^nd the ot)ura only two} the &cl, uul the rewon ef it, Biemm^ 
Uooed by fiiuckhardt, p. 289. 

• Thu wiswrittnlmigbefliM I taw the passage ofStnbo, (bonik xvi. p. 823.), 
idwra, peeking of Etbiopiaitiy Im layi, Km^n^ipn 9 brw tfSw oAk tjgvurts, 
nh r^^aTwv cu7<r^(;if«>WTa>v. Diodonis Siculus (lib. ix. sect. 8.) mentions the 
same fact — el<ri 8« ol ir»piJmua<j-< ftfXi^i to fjLiirov irtSfxa xaXwrr^tjo- j , fx rmv rp<- 
2(mv irTJx&rrfs, «*? av rtuy xof aurois xpa^Tm ivrtav ^t^vrwv «pia &a 
^ Itwrqra r^g X"F^» JBhm xm, H. A* 10. -rp^ra ifitw fth ^7)^ 
rfyfpt iMfsi^* tjfwra.—&tnho is not eqmJljr owiwt in tus •MotioB, (fide 
1m. «it) Hut dMlmed of aheap ia alio pecnliailjr analL 
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pMflentlj t^pearad— an old man of a most striking appeanneei 
with nradi bbvi^ haugluiness in. his ey^ a hlack head quite 
ball, and a very white beaid and wfaiakeis; a very pivtiy^miiig 
woman* attended him, and they pnesented themselves' heSate 
the Tuifc* who shordj ei^lained to them his mtentiom. The 
old man very finnly and quietly pi ' caae d his o^peetions, and the 
ofiioer took out his pune and threw some piastres on the ground: 
the old Nuftnan put them aade mieonuted with the greatest dig- 
nity and contempt, and telling the oonquefer, in the nudat tif his 
myrmidons, that he would rq>ent of what he was doini^ said, in 
going away, somethinj* very insolent. The officer jnmps up, and 
follows him with his n;i!»lH)ot ; and the other, instead of escaping, 
unexpectedly Liuiis round, and defies his persecutor, wlio con- 
tents himself with picking up the money a^in, and marching 
awa) with the sheep. 

The women here have an omphatlc maimer of speaking, and use 
much gesticulation, not at all gracefully, and when meaning to 
he very expressive, they sharpen their voice to shiillne88,aDdthe 
shrill sound alone is often repeated by the other women present, 
and not otherwise engaging in the eonveisation ; this ooaoert 



* The bit Ethiop at first took me for the man of coiueqaeoce, and addresaed 
BW in the muling Bednetive muutt mentioBed hf BmtUmit, t» peoafiar to Mine 
women on tlie Alburn, and which she instaDlly tnosferred to the Toik, when better 
informed. Had lli<; Christian really been the robbfr, ht r graces nnd coquetry 
might, perhaps, have been more succesafol ; for all open, as Orientals are auppoaed 
leh«,toth»indiiaBMofbeinlgr,Iooiildiiot(AMv«^ in Om caae^ ttprodnedl 
the alighteat effect on tbe bangry Moanlinu. 

N S 
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is meant to impress very strongly oa the listening stranger thff 
force of what may have immediately preceded it They aie not 
afraid* of being seen in publii^ and talking to the soldiers ; and 
though in general very ng^y, th^ are so far from a£focti^g the 
entire oonoeabnent of the pmon* luual with Mahometan women, 
that the upper part of the body, down to the km b alwaya 
quite nakedf ; thar hair is as uaiul greaaed and plaited, and by 
some evidently with gzert nicety. I observed on die more 
laaluonable beada some of the plaits paning badcwaid^ above 
the ears, under those which are hanging down by the sidea, as 
in some of the figures on the Egyptian temples. They call the 
soldios Romans:]: — a term flattering to thdivanity, as they sup* 
pose it to be used in oompHment to their eourqgei 
Tliere ia a large peiftet fiNrtifieatiim in the eaat end of the 

* Even in the noilihem |Mft of IMhigobt «e fbimd die mmien Im leeer re d in 

their nuuiiitTs ; tiny riilo and walk about uncovered, talk fearlessly to the men, 
return your HdutattOD, and sometime* even salute you fint. One addneaed me in 
Argo, from bctKceD two palms, to kwiw IT I bad anj Iteads to di^OM of. Sh* hui 
prababij lome d«t«a» or Dlioafim flow, to oflnrineicliuige for them. 

t In many of the older ones the nipple of the breast, after hanging down very 
low, turns and grows up again, like a broken branch ; from this or some similar 
deformity, was derived, no doubt, the opinion — '* la Meroe cras^o majorem infante 
mnuUMD.*' 

X " Roumy, i. e., Roman ; a word first applied by the Arabs to the Greeks of the 
Lower Empire, and afterwards to all Christians." — Burckhardt. To the Turks, 
even in this case, the term is very far from being applicable, though certainly they 
•in oonudefed by die fmdm aa very inferior to tlwiMelTesiiiimity of MalionietHt 
Faith. Ir it very unuatunil that a white t>uldier should be eaUed nRoBOIDby the 
de s ceodanta of those who were conquered by Petromius? 
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town* villi a nimlfa tomb near it. Some soldjeim with a num* 
ber of Aiabe and honest were leponng at the gite, on liheir way 
to join the arm J by land. One of them iwa immediately detected 
by my servant to be a Moggrebyn, hit aeeewt, and hia own 
ooimtiy waa aa inatantly diseovered by the other by the aame 
means. The number of Moggrebyns in Ihe Pasha'a aenioe haa 
increased materially since the destruction of Algiers, for which 
its inhabitants bi ar us no great good will ; those, however, whom 
we have seen, ap|K!ar good tempered, and, for Mussnlmen, very 
lively, and quite men of the world ; they generally s|>eak a few 
words [t ilian, and are of all Mah nnetans the most Iree from 
the prejudices usually procc i < i i n i:; titnii their religion. 

The few Arabs resident here are the Cubbabish, who are not 
tributary to any state. Ismael Pasha sent to them on his arrival 
hete to ask, whether they were for him or against him ; and aa 
they prudently took the stronger side, he did not molest them ; 
they inhabit the desert towards Shendy. 

We were not mueh aurpriaed to find, on reviaitii^ the 
town, that moat of the inhabitant^ with all that remained 
of thmr prapoty, had retired, during the nig^t, ao fior into die 
Deaot, aa tobeotttof thereach of nabbootsand piaatrea. We 
weore &ted to paw the whole day without moving; the wind waa 
bbwing nearly down the river, and aa we were for die fiiture to 
be pulled up on the other bank, it waa neoeasaiy first to aail 
over, whidi die Commodore ftncied to be impoaaible widi a side 
wind* In the mean time, he affiscted great impatience to 
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advance, and eaqneased some fears ef losing hk head finr the 
debys ihat had abeady taken place; tfaeK &an, however, 
did aoi prevent him from accepting & P¥^ with whidi Mr. 
Hanbmy presented him, as being rather better than his own. 
We weve surprised to see how ill our soldiers were provided 
in this •artide^ whidi was their greatest souroe of enjoyment 
I dbserved the Pevnan maldng a new short pipe^ of a soft 
wood named MM; others were driven to similar resouioes, as 
well as to find substitutes for tobacco. 

In the afternoon, as I wag sitting alone in the boat writing, 
some Cubbabish Arabs came on board and paid their resjKx-'ts t« 
ine ; they were a party of strolling preachers, who go about the 
viUiiges reading and cxplaiiiiiis? the Koran, in most of which 
there is some btiiiding set apart tbi that pui|K)sL ; the Sheygy'a 
are said to have destroyed that at AmlKKK'ote, Uitbre they 
evacuated the place. The business of these piotis men with roe 
was to inform themselves about the rate and mMiww in which 
the ooiintry was to be taxed; they were anzions to know 
whether the ridh and poor were to pay the same sum, and hoped 
(calling me, as direetedi OsaUUi,) that I should not be too 
severe in the impositions I was laying vqtim them ; aU wludi 
questions I answeredgieatly to their sataaftction. They assured 
me that almost all their tribe can read and write, They qpoke 
of Bedoo Axabfl^ who inhabit the Desert above^ but knew 
nothing of the Bedeyr Arabs^ mentioned by Buxdcbardt; Ifaegr 
said, we were now only five or dac days Staai Shendy, and 
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talked, with an interest almost superstitious, about the antiquitiea 
above Merawe. In the mean time one of the soldiers beg^a 
to crow like a cock, and I obsen ed the rest most ardently enr 
gaged at leap-frog ; « relaxation from their digpified habits^ 
which can only be accounted for by their joy at. the oonfir* 
matkm of the victories of the Pasha. 

^ We sailed aooas this mozni]^ as «e mi^t have 
done yesterday, and lost more way, as we had leas wind. 
In about half a mile from Amboooote fac^pns the iJ^iid Qwelah, 
neariy a mile long. ADw this eomes anothor, named Oalfidii ; 
the houiea here were deafcro^red ; one^ containing 8hec|» and 
other animals, had been hiwnt^ and Uie symptanuiof wai: besmae 
more marked. Fast thia ialand, which is abeujt ft mile and a 
half long, we went North. Another succeeds it, named 
Gartooni ; there was so much garlic on the shore opposite to 
it, as to perfume the whole air for some distance. This island 
is well cultivated, And inhabited ; the fields of battle were on 
both Hides ; the artillery recognised the grave of one of theiY- 
own men, and prayed over it ; there was much blood near it, 
though, upon the whole, very few appearances of a field of 
carnage. We observed a number of the small country boats 
sunk by the side of the baitk. 

Just 1^ this spot we left D6ngola, and entered Dar Sheygy'a. 
The huge town of Korti is nearly opposite on the leil bank ; 
and at tJiia moment, Abdin Casheff 'a caa^ on boaid of which 
we had embarked at Bala great part of our lagg^ jtmsd us 
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at full sail, with the assumnce that all was safe. Our direction 
here was about N.E. A number of the natives, brought in by 
the aoldieis ficom their Libouis or their prayers, were yoked to the 
ropes, and dragged us along with great animation ; one of them 
was a dervish, distinguished by a kind of widcerwork-cap on his 
head, ooming to a point at the top; they were chiefly oUL mm 
or boys. This idand is about a mile and a half longs ibe 
Desert is visible on the other aide^ while the rig^t bank is well 
cultivated. After an interval of finir <a five hundred yards 
begins another ishmd, on onr left, named, I bdieve^ Soweiab. 
We approached the blade mountain barrier of the Sheygy'a, and 
IbQowing the shore of the island, presently observed two men, 
who by their walk were instantly pronounced to be Franlo, 
coming towards us. One.<^ Ihem proved to be Prince Amiro, 
a Milanese, who is well known to Syrian and Egyptian trnveUers 
by the title of the (.'avaliere Frediani ; the otlier was a Greek, 
named Demetrio, by trade a tailor, and very lately and suddenly 
promoted to the office of Assistant-Sur^z;! on. We a.sked him 
some questions, to which his answers eoniaiiM a1 more lies than 
words; we contrived, however, to assure ourselves of the dis- 
agreeable news, tliat Abdin Casheff was still at some distxance in 
advance, with the Pasha. We drew vcj^ fat the n^^t on the 
island, where six thonaand Sheygy'a women were said to be 
confined. 

The CavaUere shared with us onr uncertain repast. He 
seemed a man of firom finrty to*lbrlj-4lve years of ago, and had 



Digitized by Google 



PRI>CE AMIRO-TUE PROTOUEDIOO. 



69 



been attached to Ismael Padia, by hk fiither, as a kind of 
private tutor or Mentor; for 1Mb office be appeaiB to have bem 
selected by the late French Omsii], Drovetti, and be accepted 
it witih pleasure, as being extremely fiivourable to bis designs 

as a travclltT and explorer; he was now, as he had hetn for 
sonic time, in disfiraco, owing partly to his omi great, and 
prol)aliI\ ijUeniiKTale, freedom of words and actions, and partly 
to the intrigues of a fellow Christian. 

Ismael Pasha's first physician, nr Protonudico (as he styled liim- 
self,) was a Smymiotc Greek, and as he spoke 'I'nrkish perfectly, 
he acted also as his interpreter. This man, being personally and 
nationally jetdoiu of Amiro's supposed influence with the Pasha, 
densed various little expedients to undermine it, some of them 80 
very amusing, that I may be excused for mentioning one. The 
Protomedioo one hot day, meeting the Cavaliere on foot, addvessefl 
him with great surprise and warmth : « How strange it seems, 
that yon, the £riend of the Pasha, plaeed in bis f^fidftn<y by bi^ 
&tber, the envy of all the Tuiks about you, should have no borse f 
Shall I ask the Paaha to give you one?** Cavaliefe^ « There is 
justtoe in what you say; you win oblige me by so doing;** Bdng 
thus the estaiUished medium of sD conversation between the 
two parties, the physician represents the complaint to the Pasha 
as first proceeding from the Cavaliere, and makes the request 
The hone is given. Presently comes the Protomedico in gieat 
indignation : Do you see this horse the Pasha has ^ven you ? 
a very dog-hone, a Boiinante (rozzo), a scarecrow ; it is equally 
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disgraoefiil for a Faiha to have given audi a beast, and fiir a 
Cavalieie to accept it. Shall 1 ask faim for a better ibr you?** 
Cav., The hone is certainly not a fine one*; piay do aak for 
another." The interpreter immediately hastens to the Fbsha i 

" Tlic Cavaiiere desires mc to say, that the horse your Highness 
has giveii him is a very dog-horse, c)c., (rcpuatiug his own 
words,) and requests you to change it for a better." The Pasha, 
highly oflPended witli the impudence of Amiro, and yet unable 
to take back liimself a present that he has once made, transfers 
the horse to the Doctor, without giving any substitute to his 
Insatiable Mentor. And thus is the wily Greek repneaented to 
have overreached his competitor for substantial favouia in money 
matters, as well as other aflbirs, and by his suooesB, to have 
answeved the douUe poxpoae of Innnging Amiio into dugraoe^ 
and beoomuig master of Hie presents intended fof hiau 

The CavalierB had lately msde an qipUcation to the Pasha, 
for leave to retuzn» to wfaidi he leonved this singular answer 
that sndi a permission would only be granted him, on the con* 
dition of his writing a letter to M ahommed AB, eapressive of his 
satisiac^n at die treatment he had received Brom Us son. In 
audi awe ^hies a Turkish Prince stand of his fiidier, though at 
the head of an array at two thousand miles di8tan(X' from liiim. 
The letter was refused ; and thus the matter stood on our arrivaL 

It may, perhaps, be better to anticipate, in this places some 

* And moAt certainly it was not; it %va« nnerwardsm our MTVioe, Kt E^jcbd cl 
Berkd, mid » meaner animal no on* ever bestrode. 
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information, that we afterwards odiecied, on the objects of this 
expeditiaiiv of whidi we now ftnmd omseivM ftnniiig a port, 
the force and compodtion of the army, the opposition it had 
already met with, ami that which it was hkely to encounter in 
its further progress. T he only ]iersons from whom we could 
gain any immediate information on these subjects, were the 
Franks, GrcH-ks*, and renegades in the Turkish service, who in 
^neral astonishetl us by their ignorant c^ ; however, the prin- 
cijKil facts were notorious ; many i)articular8 we learnt casually 
from other quarters. Such an account must necessarily be im- 
perfect ; though accurate^ I trust, as far as it goei ; at least, 
nothing is mentioned in it idliidi did not oome firom gpod 
authority, with subsequent confirmation. 

The ambition of Mahommed Ali is to potaen all the banks 
and the idan^ of the Nile^ and to be maBler of all who diink 
its walen^ fiont AJbyinnia to iho Mediteinmaaa : an ambition 
wortfaj of a great Frima^ if itt origin w«w not to be txaoed to 
his avaiioe; £Ba deei^ on Ajbyednia he seema to have aba»> 
domed, on a fttmal aHannoe that an attack on a ChnBtaan 
State, w> ntuatod, would probably involve him with die Euf^idi 
Government* and he detennined to limit his oonquesfa to tihe 
kingidoms of IMngoie, Bar Sieygy'a, Berber, Shendy, and 

* Oflsof ^Gnokt, ainuiliigboatlwHediedStdr, who profeMed to keep 

a journal, when anked any simple question Hbout the erente of the campaign, 
usually aoawered, " L' ho dimenticato, perthi lo tengo aonttO}" and when invited 
to oonHoh the writiiig, pla«ded its illegibili^. 
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Sennaar; this plan included the extirpation of bia old 
enemies the Mamelouks, who were in quiet poaaeesion of 
Ddngola. The means he employed appear at fint sight hazdly 
adequate to the jiuqiosc; tiw ivhole force cng;iged in the 
expedition bciu^ about ten thousand men, of whom not 
more than lour thousand were fighting men : the addition 
of twelvt' j)ii'(rs of cannon made it irresistible. His nur- 
cenarics, who fonii very nearly th<> whole ot his army, are 
engaged, hke servants, by the montli, and have then the 
right of Kcnding in their resignation and retiring. Those going 
on an expedition, are engaged for the whole of it, but no one is 
obliged to enter upon it in the fiiat instance ; in tliis, they were 
paid six months in advance. More they left Egj'pt, and yet 
engaged only aa fiur as D6ngola, either through a fear that 
vohinteera voidd not easily be found for a nuMe distant war, or 
to avoid giving Buafnaon to the states above ])6ngola. Means 
woe aftermuda found to induce them to continue to aerve as 
iiur as Sennaar; and thus ftr they seemed to have no fear of 
auccess, though such is their tenor of the Habedi, that I bdieve 
no h<^ies of reward or plunder could induce them to venture 
into country. 

The best soldiers in the aimy were about fifteen hundred 
Bedouins*, part ot wfatw ai^iear to lutve been nativea of a tiact 

* BetceDdanta of the Annentarius Afer, and difiering, probably, from their 

ancestors in little else than their arms. In all wnra in Asia, as well as in Africa, 
tlie best irregular aoldien are the Bedouin Arabs ; not is it any wonder that they 
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of land conquered by t lie rasha in liis cxi>editiou towards the 
temple of Jupiter Aniinon, and jjart Moggrebyns Iroin the 
deserts near Tripoli, Tunis, and Morocco ; thoy were all horse- 
men, and some had bayoiiets> to their p^ius ; they hatl a jjeculiar 
song when moving on horseback, whether alone or in bodies, 
common to all African BedoiuDs, but not to those of S^iia; 
they wear in general two brace of pistols, besides their sword 
and gun, and all are skilful in the use of the knoe. The next 
in merit were the Moggrebyns, a term confined in military 
language {as well aa I could undeistand) to the in&ntry, who 
are nativesi not of the deaerta^ but of die cities on the northern 
coast of Afiica. There were many Albaniani^ but not in this 
army finraing a separate corps, and many Asiatic Tu^ who 
were also dispersed under difieient leaders. The Generals wer^ 
Abdin Caahefl^ Kogie Adimet, Commander of the Bedouins, 
Haasfin Bar, Selag^ Bar, and Omar Casheff. At the head of 
the whole was JmbuhA Pasha, the younger son of Mahommed Ali, 
and only twenty-two yean cdd; he is possessed of great personal 

are the bravest people in the world, since they are naturally the most free. A mere 
gallop acroaa the Deaeit produces a certain excitation and levity of spirita, a gay 
and taptarow feeliog of liberty, that cannot be experienced dmrfieM. 

Tk» naked inhabitant of the Detert a subject to no master, and acknowledges 
no »i)|M;nor; his very view is unbounded, and nil that he views is his own; he 
can direct his steps whither he wills, and trace his path where no man has trodden 
befixre him; the ehrafaa on which he feede hie hone, and (he spring of which he 
drinks, like the stars that light and guide him, are OOmmon to himself with the 
whole world ; he can change them when he chooaea, and again travel the waste 
which he fancies to be infinite. 
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courage, and much generosity, when it is consistent with policy ; 
he is self-willed and obstinate, as a young Trince oufrht to be ; 
haji some inforuiation and much curiosity, and talents .ijipireutly 
«o considerable, that he may some day be a great Turk, though 
H personal defei-t will ever prevf^nt in him all dignity both ai 
appearance and manners. 

The army left Cairo eaily in the summer, passed the 
(^'ataracts during the inundation, and advanced without oppo- 
sition to New D6ngola, whidi they found evacuated by the 
MaineIouk% who had retired, some months before, to Shendy. 
Their nest step vam to advHnce against the Sheyg/a. The 
duuncter of this interesting people*' has abead^ been gmai by 
BuKskhardt^ though onty Aora heanwy, yet lo fidlibftdly, tlut 
little temainB to be added to what be baa said afaoiit tfaev 
Riannen and tiheir Ktenture. Their love of liberty, and their 
courage to defend it, had not then been pot to the pvoo^ aa 
their wan widi the M amdoitkB, tlioii^ frequent and of long 
oontittuanoe, were never wars eittermination ; they weie 
only known to be good horsemen, and brave and successful 
soldiers. 

They are divided into four, or (as we were informed) more 
than four tribes, whose chiefs, however, seem to have been 
nearly under the government of one of tlie two Kings, or 
Maleks, Chowes and Zol>ey'r, who divided the force of the 
nation, and were often at war with each other, but always united 
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in cases of oommon danger. Maldc Chowes is deseribed to be 
a &t) lively, gpod-tempered man, and very fidr fiir a Sh^gy^a^ 
who aie in jsenenl jeutdadc ; lie was the nioie poweifiil of the 
two^ and M^we was the name cf his oapital and lus kingdoEDi: 
Zobeyi was repreaented as a more violent man ; and, once a 
great viotory obtained by an ancestor, fifty-five yeare ago, at the 
foot of M'. Dagcr, over the -King of Arfjo, he had j?oveTne<l the 
southern or lower jwrt of JJar Sheyg}''a ; the name ul' hit, capital 
was Hannech. The iniitnl force of these two niouarchs was about 
ten thousand men, of whom more than two thousaiKi were 
C8val^5^ 

On his arrival at D6ngoia, the Pasha sent them orders to sub> 
mit to the power of M ahonuned All ; they expressed themselves 
willing to cultivate their ground and to pay tribute. The Pasha 
then commanded them to prove Uieir sinoerit^ by sending to 
him their arms and their hones. They amply lepeated their 
ibrmer offier. The Buha replied, that his ftther had oideied 
him to make Uiem a nation of Fellihs* instead of a nation of 
wairiotfl^ and renewed his demand. They re|ilied, with a 
defiance^ ** Either go on your business or come and attack us;** 
and the Pasha moved Ids troopa towards their fhmtieia. 

The first skurmiah seems to have taken place near Old Ddngoh^ 
when Ihe Padba and soiim» offals generals, with very few soldien^ 

• llMttwiwof dMltWiDgAntooT Ek3rp>> *ad ^ of rapmadi amoog all 
dHirfiwbNiIiKiL 
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were suiprised by a party of Sheygy'a, inham they nepulMd. In 
one that miooeeded, Abdin Casheff took prisoner the viigin* 
daughter of oob of their chiefe; he inatantly sent h^ unieen to 
the Pasha. The young Turk eommanded the half-naked savage 
to be brou^t before him ; he leoeiTed her mlh kuidDesBy and 
asked her some questions about ha &ther x he then ordered her 
to b<* washed, and sj)lendidly dressed, changed her ornaments of 
dollars for others of W-netiun gold, and sent hur, under a strong 
escort, hack to lier rathcr+. As soon as the chief recognised 
his ilauglitcr, and saw how she had been honoured, " All tins is 
well," said he with impatience, " hnt arc you still a virgin — 
She asRired him that she was : and when he had ascertamcxi the 
truth of this, he withdrew his troops, and swore that he would 
not fight against the man who had spared the \iiginity of his 
daughter: an act worthy to be recorded among those sacrifices 
of public Sjpirit to pdvate feehng, which have ever been con^ 
demned by philoBophens and will ever be foigiven by other men. 

* The signal for attack among the Sheygy'a, as I beheve among other Arabs, is 
given by a virgin, richly dressed, and seated on a dromedary, who is held sacred 
«vea bjr the enciny. Tbe sigMd it H^JUU-too, fteqmnfljr rapetled. Unit Mune 

sound is user! by the women, to tpstify their joy at a festival, or their 80IT0W at ft 
fiineral. Tbe Greek word oXoXuyt) wa» similar iu souitd and in usage. 

t The merit of the aolion depoide stmoit cntiratj on the beauty of the Prinoesa. 
We never «aw her ; but if she resemble some of her compatriots, whom we beve 
seen, Ismacl Pasha is as deserving of immortality as Scipio Africanus. But ns 
durability of glory depends on the historian more than on the hero, the virtues of a 
Turk may despair ef being perpetueted: it wu ewrier ereti f«r Rome to give 
hirth to Seipio th«n to lify. 
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This little anecdote was very generally spoken oC and made a 
great noise in both armies. 

About the same time, in onler to intniudait Ihh enemy by so 
womli rfiil I display of })i>\\ i r, the Pasha ordered an i xliil)ition 
of firt works His t iieiny was less tiiuid, though, j)erhaps, not 
less ignorant, than he ima^ned, and on seeing the rockets* 
shooting into the air, they only remarked, " \Vhat, is he come 
to make war against Ht aven too!" and their courage was con- 
firmed by the si^i. <" You are oome against usi" they used to 
shout from their encampment, " you are come against us ftoin 
the North and from the East and from the West; but we will 
destfoy you.** When told by the Ababde. who were esoorting 
the Chiefs daughter, that if they did not sufamit the Ftaaha 
wonU drive diem to Sennaar— * He may drive us to the gates 
of the wovld; hut we will not submit.'* 

Some days after the affidr of die yitffn, die J^uha, widi 
about three hundred men, was encamped three or four miles 
in the Deaert» on die left bank, not ftr ftom KortL He 
was suddenly roused in his tent by shouts of ** Where is the 
Pssha?'* He was smnounded by diiee oet firar diousand 
Sheygy'a. He sprung on his horsey and rode up to Ahdin 
Casheff in high spirits, and asked him and the other Generals, 
whether they would fight that day in their own fashion or in 
his? Ahdin answered, that during the many years that \iv liad 
Ix'en a soldier, he had never fought in any other fashion tlian 
that of his CTenend. The Pasha then placed the Ikdouins and 
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the Moggrebyns in two divinons in front; and behind the 
former, Selagh Dar, and behind the ]atter» Abdtn Caabeff; 
with the eunels and baggage he formed a kind of rear-guard, 
and was himself every where. He had no cannon with him, 
iiiid was, wc were assuretl, so little prepared for this attack, 
thut none of the men had more than sixteen rounds of cartridge, 
and many much less. Luckily for his life and his glory, the 
arms of his enemies were of a much simpler kind ; thev have 
each two lances, the long Solingen sword, and an oblong sliield 
of hippopotanuis' or GrDOodile's skin ; but generally the former. 
Some of their leaden wore a coat of mail, ooveiing the head, 
and fallin;;; over the shoulders to the middle of the back* 
A veiy few had pistols ; but the poaseadon of giuis wa.s confined 
to the Chieft) and it ia a Hingular proof of their attachment to 
the weapon of dieir Ikthen^ flmt having it always in their 
power to be tdeiafaly supplied wiiih fire-am^ and having, in 
their wars with the Mamelonkfl, than whom none knew better 
how to use them, eiqieiienoed their fiital effiscts^ ihey would 
never oondesoend to adopt them. 

They are singularly fearless in attadc^ and ride up to the voty 
&oea of their enemy with levity and gaiety of heart aa to a 
festival, or with joy as if to meet inends firom whom they had 
been long separated; they then give the Saiani akikoumV 

* We aftenvards saw one of this kind at Argo, belonging to a relation of the 
Malek, and they are said to be common at Cairo, a» the Mamelouks used them. 
They aMn, howver, though impenetrable by a spear, to be not so by ball. 
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« Fenoe be with yva >*'~the peace of deRth, ivliicsh is to attend 
the lanoe that inttantlj IbUows ihe Mliitation: iiM»rtal thnuts 
are ffma and reoeiTed, with tibe mnds cf lore ntpon die lipB. 
This oontempt of life^ this moekefj of what is noit telb], is 
peculiar to diem8diTes->-the only people to whom arms are play, 
things, and war a s])ort ; who among their enemies seek 
nothing but amusement, and in death fear nothing but repose. 

In tliis case, they had mutives enough to jiiciea.Ne even their 
natural and hereditary bravery. They had lived tlie companions 
of their liorses. with the lance in their liand : they were to 
resign the ibrmer to strangers, and exchange the latter for 
harrows and pruning-knives ; and were to drive an ox round 
a sakie, instead of chasing an enemy aeroes the Desert, They 
had many Nubians settled in the ooiintiy, whom th^ obliged 
to all the labours of cultivating the ground, and whom they 
treated as greatly their inf^iors. They were now called upon 
to perform these labour^ whidi ihey had been brought up to 
consider as servile^ and were to eipect no better treatment than 
d»t which th^ had been aocustomed to exercise ; thqr were 
to' fill at once to sUveiyp not firom liberty mer^, but ftom 
tjmntny ; and again, besides their pr^udices against white mm 
generally, they had particular rdigious ones against the Osman- 
lies, to whom, in common with Christians, they applied the 
term Dog. 

Their first attack was irresistible ; the Jietlouins were driven 

bock, and Abdin Casheff advanced from the opposite angle of 

o « 
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the square to iupport them; whik he was engaged, the 
Bedouins laUied in his rear, he xetuzned to his poet, and they 
changed again. The Moggrebyiis had been similarly routed 
and rallied. The Sh^gy a, though sufibriDg veiy severely, 
repeated their attacks, and three times was Abdin Casbeff seen 
to dbaige in person, and throw *himse1f into the middle ot the 
enemy ; he shot sereial of them with his own hand, and having 
diwnned on^ he drove his own lanoe quite through his body. 
The Pasha was giving, in other parts, dmilar proofs of courage, 
the only one he could now give of generalship, and the pistol of 
his Highness is said to have been particularly destructive ; he 
caught tlie jsraiety of his enemies, and rode among them with a 
laugh. .At la.-,i, the Sheyif?\''a, finding that their magic had not 
been able to stop the course of Turkish balls, and that the 
charmti of the enemy were stronger tlian their own, said, " that 
God had declared against th^n," and took to flight They had 
placed great dependance on those chann^ to which thdr neciD- 
mancen* had given, for this occasion, peculiar pownr and 
efficacy $ md their fimt act after the battle was to put to death 
the whole race 

Their cavalry, being mudi better mounted than their adver- 
saries, in general escaped, but a great part of the infantry was 
mnnsarird It ii^ however, universally admowledged that the 

• The Magicians formed a distinct profession among th" Shrvgy'a, distinct 
from their Fakir* and their Shieks, and they Uved togather in a viUage near 
Mtnme, auotd SIuUmIi. 



Digitized by Google 



BATTLE OF KORTI. lOl 

Patha exerted bimadf to aaye die flying enemy, and 
in preserving aamei who weie ot the infimtry, and diiefly 
Kiifaiami ; inhabitant! d that part of D6ngola whidi was tri> 
butaiy to die Sheygy'a, and attadied to Ihdr amy by force, or 
habits or inclination ; for these Arabs were not disliked by their 
subjects. The Pasha made presents to his prisoners, and 
clothed theni, and sent them back to the Sheygj'a with the 
insulting message, not to send Beral>t ra.s against them, but to 
come themselves ; to winch they answer(>d, as when yet un- 
wounded, " Either go on your business, or come and attack us." 
He had not yet paaMMi their mountain barrier, where they had 
lieen in the habit of routing their invaders. 

It 18 a aingolar, tho\igh very certain, fact, that the Paaha had 
not one man killed in this action, and only one officer and 
dxlem men woonded, and theses with scarcely any exoqptioii, 
in the bad^ — the natural oonaequence of their manner of 
figliting; ih^ diadiai|ge all their fire^mau^ and dien retire into 
the rear to reJoad, while the second and succeeding ranks are 
firing; whmi loaded, they advance agpun, and therelbr^ after 
the first disdharge the whole is a scene of conftmion. One 
Bedouin received seven lance wounds, not one of which was 
honourable, and recovered of them all; he had been unhorsed 
among the enemy, loid lanced while lying on the ground. 

The Sheygy'a left six hundred men on the field of battle and 
they are now lying wheix tin.) lell, unhuried. in the Desert. 
1 am told tiiat the dying expression which remained ou the 
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fae» of moBt of lihem m that of anger rather than of tenor, 
and that many had espied nith a smile on th»r eoimttinaaoe. 
I hare heard of some acts of indiTidual ooiuage perfoimed fay 
them during the battle, and ivfaich are related with admiration 
by the Turks themselves. One Arab, who sppm to have 
placed perfect oonfidence in the strength of his eharms» after 
receiving five faoUs, continued fighting and crying out, that 
they might fire, but could never hurt him ;" till he received his 
niDrtal wound. The exploits of aaotlicr are particularly cclc- 
hratetl by liis enemies, who, alter being similarly perforated, 
fought till lie fell. ;uid died crjing "Where is the Pasha V" 
Another, also woumled, had lost his horse ; however, he found 
his way to the door of the tent of Selagh Dar, whose groom 
was standing there bitting his master's charger; the Arab 
disabled tlie groom, leqped on the horse, and gaUopped away. 
However, such acts are common in all battles; nor are th^ 
moie admirable in savage than in dviliied roan. Death is not 
more terrible in the desert lhan in the city ; it oa|^t to be less 
so to those who have less to live fiir. 

Yet shall I be pardoned ibr mentkming these not iininterest^ 
ing exertions of human energy. The national existence of the 
Sheygy'a» and their attempt to preserve it» wiU dther never be 
known, or soon forgotten. In a few years, the next generation, 
perhaps even the present, will be turning the sakies, and 
heaving the water-buckets, like the Felldhs of Egj-pt: and 
instead of being the Pasha's bravest enemies, will only be 
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known as his nuMt active abvea. They will have no place in 
Hiatory ; their oonqiierois» moie illiterate than themaelTea^ have 
no uniter to pceaerve tlieir name ; Iw ao^ they mnild at least 
dewend to poaterity, aa a nation of brave robbers* ; and even 
that were better than to be Ibigotten. 

Those who esoqied fiom the battle of Eorti, took refiige in 
some strong stone castles* one cf which is built on the site of 
an ancient temple at the foot of M*. Dager, on the other baidc 
of the Nile. Their horaett are taught to swim across the river 
in the broadest jwirts ; they are also trained, by a jwrticular 
jerk of the bridle, to advance by springs insttad uf any regidar 
pace, makincr their gallop exactly that of aw antelope; they 
thus prevent the enemy from aiming with certainty, by the 
uncertainty of their o\ni motion, without impeding the actions 
of their rider, who is accustomed to it. The Pasha pursued 
them to their castles, in and behind which were drawn up to 
reoeiTe him these Uack horsemen of the Deserti darkening (as 
an eye-witness described it,) the side of the mountun ; they 
were shouting tenibly, and seemed awaiting the attack widi 
impatience. This time^ tihe Padrn thoiig|tt it more prudent to 
bring some pieces of artillery to bear upon tliem. *A liea;vy fire 
of shot and shells» whidi they were equalfy unaUe to avoid 
and to avenge^ quickfy disa^ted the ardour these unhs|ipy 



• " WTiat ^rp ynn bat a nation of robbers?" said a Turk to them, during some 
negotiation. " Robbers I" was the indignant reply: " Robbers, then, were we 
botn } «ind lobben wiU w dii." 
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men, and diey appear to have fled mUiout maldiig any attempt 
at rettstance. Yet even in this caw (aa we afterwards kamt), 
were their terrors derived from their auperslition : a aheO feU 
into one of the castlesi and hqpm rolling and bounding about ; 
th^ collected in numbers to look at and were mudi amused 
by its motions, till it burst ami wounded several ; it was then 
that they fled, exclaiining, " that the Spirits of Hell were come 
against them, and were too strong for them." To ihc la.st they 
liad no fear of man or his inventions ; but, astounded by the 
power and novelty of the means emplnyt il to destroy thenr, 
t)iey came to the natural, but hopeless, eonclu-sion, that the 
Spirits of Hell were come against them." They were })ursued 
by the cavalry and artillery for the whole night ; and with what 
effbct, we had aiierwanU an o{iportunity of observmg. The 
first halt of the army was at the ^t where we found it en- 
camped, about twelve hours from Djebel Dagcr. 

In die mean time^ the Cavaliere^ who is also a poet, had 
already celebiated, in Tuscan rhymes the i^loiy of the conqueror; 
and whatever be the merit of his oompodtion, it was at least 
a y^ g"!*** incident to have found the Muse of Italy singing the 
expknts of a Turk among the mountains of Afiica. 

A proof that the Sheygy'a, thoi^ beaten, had not ceased 
to beformidd»le, is, that this momini^ as the Chelralier was 
advancing in his boat, a little a-head of the main body of the 
fleet, who were not less than sixty in number, he saw first two, 
and then four, and then two more, of these Arabs, on the right 
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bank, eoming down to water ihdr bones at the mt»4ade ; he 
tinned his boat about, and the whole fleet fi)])owed bun, and we 
found tlwni drawn up on the left bank, a little above na ; bis 

boat only, and a few others, being at the island in the rear of 
the rest. 

We were not flattered with the liopes of experiencing any 
kindness at the hands of the Pasha: he hates all Franks ^it 
seems), and was determined to have no freemen in his anny. 
He had, long ago, and constantly, received information of our 
movements, had expressed himself un&TOUxably regarding us, 
and intended (it was said) to discourage the attempts of any 
fiittue traTeUer% by his manner of receiving us. 

Among die various pieces of intelligence given us 
yesterday evening by the Gveek Demetrio^ one unluqp- 
|Hly turned out to be tme^ and that was a ptopliecy s he had 
told usy in a savage and almost exulting manner, I shall have 
to bury a doctor \xhta^t,* The invaHd was a Fiedmontaifl, 
named Gentile^ who had been many yean in the £i^|ish 
service^ and had an En^ish wife dien living at Calcutta; a man 
of irvqwoachaUe chaxacter, and by geneial oonlbssion the moat 
reqwctalde Christian in the service of the Pasha; he died in the 
oonrse of the night, and the Greek had aocompiislied his pre- 
diction before day-break. 

We left the island ralhei tail) , and crossed over to join the 

other boats : this led to the usual scene of confusion, fluring 

which our boat had the misfortune to run foul ol' the commodore. 

p 
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The Httle ▼etowi aelMd his atidc in bis left hand, jimqped on 
board lu^ and diaaed die aailon about^ to the great diminution 
of his own dignity, and the unieatiained amuaement of all spec- 
tators. The scene beoomes lively ; every stone is a Sheygy'a ; a 

tdescope of Mr. Hanbuxy*s is in great request ; pistols are dean^ 
ing and guns firing ; the whole presents an animating mixture of 
good humour and disorder, lull of novelty and interest. 

At first oui' direction was N. ; tlie river is very bro id, ljut 
shallow towanls tlie right bank. In about half a mile some small 
islands begim to inicrvuae, but the; Nile is navigable on both 
sides of them. il'. Dager is now on our lefl ; our right side is 
rich and cultivated, but w ithout palms. In about one mile and 
a half we passed a village on our 1^ at the foot of M*. Dager, 
and some large buildings, apparently of stone, near it ; these are 
llie castles^ whenoe the Sheygy'n were driven by the mitrmUg» 
The country is all abng quite open on the light. In about diiee 
mUes Mount Dager ends. Being unable^ from our weight, to 
cross to the other side^ according to mden, we tied our boat fin 
the niglit to the left or east bank, with two or three others^ 
tfaou^ with some suppoaed danger of an attack; aa dns 
was not so tboroug|dy dqiopdated as tiiat oppoaite, on whidi 
the Fasha had advanced in penon. 

Near the nver is a village, almoat entirely burnt do^\ii, 
and deserted, except by the dogs. In the middle of it 
is one of those large mud fortresses, of which we had never yet 
been able to examine the interior. It is a square of about forty 
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jwda, nilih lunucs round the inside, tibough lower than the 
outer wall, which is vay thicks and has staur-cases up to the tope 
In the middle is a caart, in the centre of which is a nmaU square 
building, with little holes in the wall near the top, higher ihan 

the exterior waU, and near it is a large well, lined with stone ; 
the whole builrliiii^ iivas black with smoke, and ever\' thing com- 
bustibl<» in it had \yeen destroyed, 'I lie dliourra, wliich was just 
rijie, wiib broken do^^T^ in rvi rv dire( tion, and a dead cainel was 
lying among it. The trees alone preserved their verdure and 
their inhabitants, and we observed many flights of partridges 
crossing over from the mountains opposite. 

A low bank projected into the water about two hundred yards 
before our boat ; returning to break&st, I obsefved a number of 
soldiers collected on the bank, and went that way to see what had 
brought them together. They had already left the spot when I 
amvied, and found tfaerea dead body, just wadied to ahav^ but 
stitt in the water. Its back was upfwaidi^ the head a little 
deqper* yet still partly out of water, and ** heaving with the 
heaving biUow;** thoii|^ as the free was downwards* and the 
motion rather Bidewir)rB» in ^ diredaon of Hie waves that ooaw 
floned it, the reality did not correspond to tibe idea one is apt 
to form from the poet*s descriptioiL The arms were bent at the 
elbow, and advanced exactly as in the act of swimming ; and as 
the motion of the water kept them also moving, the corpse had 
the apijearanoe of a perM)n alwavs swimming and never ad- 
vancing; the neck was green, and the head and body much 
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Bwelled wid abnoii white, afipearingM if tbe^ had been ooveved 
wiih a blade ddii, whidi in mort parts had been washed off; no 
hair was left on the head, the legs were under water, and the 
dieath of the small kmfe warn on the left arm still remained 
there, though the soldim had taken out the knife ; the usual 
rope was round the waist. The men whom I had met had come 
with the intention of Ijurying the bod) ; but finding that he was 
an eiu'iTi} (for even in that state they pretended to bo able to 
distlngulsli liiin from the Arabs in the Paslia's service), they left 
luiii to his fate; his fate was tun d iil)tfui, for the hawks and the 
vultures were ah^dy wheeling about at no great distance. We 
returned to the boat, and sent our servants with instruments to 
drag him on shore, and dig a grave in the sand, and soon after- 
wards went back ourselves to place him therc\ We found him 
extended on the bank, motionless now, and &ted to move no 
more; lifeless and not to be re4mimated, and beyond the power 
of imapnation ; be was become an object merely of hotvor, which 
bat tat one feding and me reflection, would have been diijgust: 
the nose and 1^ had been wom away by the friction of the 
water, the upper jaw was driven in mudi within the under, and 
exposure to the sun had almost instantly changed the colour of 
the whole bwfy to a deep red. The legs were thin, and noC 
swelled lOce the rest of the body ; the right mudi bent at the 
knee, and the left stretched out ; there was no visible wound ; 
he had been killed by a ball, or more probably drowned in an 
attempt to swim across the river. We were prooeediug to lay 
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kbu in dieholedvndydugfivhmifWlientlxeKdd^ 
and some wovds being exchanged, they pleaded, ** that liheir 
aHegiiincft to the SuUm obliged them to leaye all An eqeuiea 
unburied, and swore thej would do the sanies weie die ooipee 
lying befbte them that of Mahommed AU himself.'* We 
dedst^ ami retum to the boat, determined to execute our biten- 
tion after dark ; the vultures soon discover, and approach, and 
hover about^ and alight near him ; and I observed one, the lum- 
griest or boldest among them, who walked round and then quite 
close to the unprotected eoq)se, but seeine<i restrained by some 
sort of fear from touehing it; and continued for two or three 
hours, apparently desii'ing and hesitating, without daring to com- 
mence its unholy feast : the dugs, w ho were Hviug ahuost wild 
among the dhourra, also came near, but shewed the same un< 
willingness to begin a revel on what had so lately been man. 
May it b^ that the human figure, even thus deformed and ftUen 
from its gkny» oontinoed to inspire these animals with a part at 
least of the respect they had felt for it wbm upright and 
breathing? at is there a supemtitiim or a rdigion*! oommon in 
some degree to all the brutes of c>eati<Mi, whidi awes their 
iqpproadi to the image of their Creator, however degraded and 
corropted? Towards dusk a vulture slighted on the body; he 
was quickly displaced by a lifle-diot^ and soon aftenvwds a boat 

* Hmn ue itoriM of Um wiUeat aninula having been awed by the steady regard 
of roan— their attack, perhaps, is only to Im femdwhen they ate infiiriated 
hunger, or c onfi na meot, or provocattoa. 



Digitized by Google 



110 



DAR SHBY6YA. 



passed with a Cadi at Judge (a Tuxk) on boanL He oiden two 
men to baty the wrpte, Thejf anawer, "Itu an enemy."* — 
<* And does the Koran teadb you not to bniy an enemy ? Ibr the 
ftitnre read the Konm before you piay : go and buzy the body T 
and the order was obeyed. 

There was another Ti]lage» about a mile hi|^er up^ atiU laiger 
than thisi and in the same state of deaoktioii ; some mats and 
bedsteads were found there, and a number of quotations from 
the Koran on wood and tile, and two inscriptions, both well 
written un paper, left over the door^, and pnrjwrting * that the 
iniial utants had been driven aw ly by force, by unholy people, 
and not under the protection of (iod.' 

This depopulation of huts and cottafres, that marka the 
course of war through a poor country, presents a spectacle 
{>erhaps more deeply afflicting than the destruction of cities or 
of palaces. Simplicity of houses and manufactures is connected 
in our ideas with simplicity of manner^ with ignofanoe and 
with innocence: such a peopb may have much to more bene* 
▼olence or even pityi but can possess nothing to exdte envy or 
rapadty; the tihixst of plunder beoomeB ahnost an excuse for 
hoatfle dcjuedation, when compared with flie fury of that 
invader against whom poverty is no protection. 

^ Yesterday evening we contrived in two houn to 
perform the labour of crossing the river, after a for- 
tunate rencontre with some peasants, who were returning with 
their oxen into D6ngola. The oxen were killed, and, in entire 
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dfutlStk of other pvovialoii^ immfdwitdy eaten ; the life <^ the 
men wts apaied, and they proceeded, upon the whole -well 
tatifl6ed with their adventnie; 

The coimtiy on ihia (ihc right) bank was as deserted as on 
the otiher» except that in a village near, there lenudiMd one old 
woman, who had reftised to leave her cottage with the rest, 
and stayed to perish with it; she rejects offers of hustLiiancc, 
and Uiiks liglitly of death. The women seem generally to have 
shared the conta^r ni' t htir liusbauds and fathers. •* Are you 
not afraid oF the' stjidu rs?" said our servants to some ol' those 
conlmed at tiie island below : " ^lVhy should we fear the sol- 
diers ?" answered one of them ; " Can they do more than kill 
us?" A quantity of plaited hair was found in one of the 
cottages, cut off, no doul)t, by some widow, on hearing the 
death of her husband^ before she fled. 

We observed some q( the sailors, who happened to have lost or 
worn out the veiy nnple vestment whidi iseonsidexed neesssaiy 
in this country, siq^ly its place by a dnetuze of aoaeia leaves 
attached to the ooid worn round ihe waist : a veiy primitive* 
covering^ thou^ less eflfectual than the original fig4ea£ 

• B«rdly lew nmple, thongh MOieiiDgular, meain wen employed Ibr CkeeMne 
purpoee by lihe encieot inbalNteato of these iMnmtiiM. See Biodor. Sic, Ub. in. 
iect> 7. : Ttv\s TtSy irpoSaTmt) ra^ o'j^ci$ aToxoTToyri; ex tSv Sxidf y xaXujr- 
rowtf*! Sia ro-jTwv ra tv/ja, xaBairip a/Sm rtt'jrr^v TrsocaXo/xrvoi • lyioi i\ 
j^poivTOLt roCig ^'>cioui raiv xrrymv ' ttffi S 01 irifn^iou-OLai fJ^fXp' '''^ iriBu,et 
xoXuirrouo-i, <m rcoy rpij(,^¥ TXixovTf^. Which is continued by btrabo, hb. 16, 
in Ui aoeount «f <to nsnnen of th« BthiopiMM 
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A soldier brought in a oolosnl wM-goos^ wlildi he had jurt 
shot with ball, and presented it to us: it had die breast gr^, 
the belly whit^ the tail black, the back a spedded brown, and 
the head and upper part of the neck a deep brown, and was 
larger by a third than any one I ever saw in any country. The 
side of Sip. Dager and the stony ground near it abounds with 
partridges, which come down in coveys of forty or fifty together 
to tlie river to drink ; they fly higli with much chattering and 
noise, and are very difficult to approach. 

In the course of the day, some of our party made an excur- 
sion to the mountains, and found there a village full of old 
women and children ; their attention was excited by the cries 
of one of the hitter from among the dhourra ; they went to the 
qpot, and succeeded in rescuing a Httle goA of ten or eleven 
years old fiom the violence of four men, the most active of 
whom was our friend, the donor of the wild goose. They ask a 
little In^ after his fiither: He is dead.** He uttexed the woxds 
mechanically, as if hardly knowing their meaning. A duU 
oomes to th^ pleading her extreme youdi, and daims to be 
spared and i»Eotected. How fiur such daims were allowed by 
the other Christians in the army, appears fimn an anecdote we 
heard to-day. There was a little boy, who had a very young 
oolt, all that he inherited at the death of his ftther, and which 
even the soldiers had left him : Demetrio, the Greek already 
mentioned, passed soon afterwards, on his return from the 
camp, whither he had been carrying the news of ( rentile's death : 
to complete his triumph over humanity, he seized the colt, beat 
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its little o\^T)er, and returned to his master glorying in his 
victory and his s|X)il. 

His master was the Sigiior Protomedico, who having also come 
to the rear on account of the same event, paid us a visit in the 
erening. His object was eridently to become flfi^inff^nf^*^ with 
our wishes and intentions ; and this, hke all greatly cuiining men, 
he endeavoured to attain indirectly. It is most amusing to 
obaeiTe how much time and ingenuity aie often employed by the 
tortuous mind of a Greek to anive at a condunon, iHiidi an 
answer to a nmple question would gcve him mudi more mtaSj : 
what a complicated madiine he elects to ftthimi a nTulet ; and 
how vain he ]a» if he suooeed! However, he was extremdy 
dvil, made ns some retj trifling thou|^ aooqptable^ (nesenta, 
and promised to send down horses fiir us from the army ; lus 
manners are extremely smooth, and his behaviour, and even 
appearance, u])on the whol^ prepo^e^ng. 

The Persian found one of the Sheygy a shields, and 
sold it to us : it is alK)ut four feet long and one foot 
and a half broad, of hippopolauius's skin; it was coni])l< ti ly 
hacked with sabrc-cuts, and a ball had passed through the nnddle. 
An iiiuiK'tisL' ( rijcocUle, apparently fifty or sixty feet in length, lay 
on a bank near tlie other side all the afYernoon ; our rilie would 
not reach so far, and the report did not even disturb him, and 
there were no means of approaching neuKX, We were detainedheie 
all day by the dilatoriness of some of the other boats, who came 
im in the evening, and whose Beisses fumiahed the Commodofe 
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with an liour or two of exercise. We heard the blows of his 
nabboot very distinctly in our boat, though nearly a quarter of 
mile to windward of the fiafj;-ship. 

Returning to the boat, after the execution of a ran- 
nibal vulture, we found our part of it occupied by tlu'ee 
very important Turkish-looking men, one <d whom saluted us in 
Engliah. Thef proved to be an Italian and two Americans; 
the former, named Xlossignoli, wm a phyndan on the atttS^ and 
the othm weie renegades ; the more consequential of the two 
is named Mahowimed Eflbidi— it ii aaid, that be is of agood 
fiimfly^ and that after delifawatdy w^ang, with all the advai^ 
tages of education, the merits of the two rdi^ns,he dedaxed in 
fiiTOur of the Mahometan. He then wrote a hook, to prove to 
aU the Christian world how well he had decided, and of whidi 
he greatly wiihefl^ we were assured, to obtain the publication in 
En^and. He was now an officer of artiQeiy in the Padia's 
services he u a pale, delicateJooldng man, of shore thirty, and 
has been successfiil in aoqidrinp; tlie grave and cahn look of the 
Turks, and ihe slow motion of the head and roU of the eyes. 
Two other Americanii toUowed his example, and also (to use 



* We ^fterwardt learnt, from one of his feiiow-countiyiaeo, that he it a native 
«f B<Mton, ««n of • meidiaBt, nd edocttod a Piotnitoot. Sinov llmi, bMides 
being for some time a Jew, he has adoptefl in succession nearly all the opinioui 
that diride the Christian world. He is now an orthodox Mahometan ; end, shonid 
he survive this expedition, will, of course, turn Wahabee. He will next offer his 
tdontioas lo Viaibnoit, and to Fo| and after oHdiiDg ilietour of die trodd and ito 
MlisioM, viU ba caniBDftad to die aa Aihairt. 
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the orthodox expreasum) *' taak ike iutbm,** and Aey hare aince 

IweQ li68rd to espucss thou lopontaiioo of an act pafftnsod (aa 

they say) at hiH petauaiion. Of thdi oonvefaioii, or rather, 

tmufertnation, (and it seems to have been almost miraculous,) 

I. can give no better account than by a literal Lraaslation of one 

I received from an eye-witness : " One day, at Cairo, 1 saw pa^* 

by two Americans, drestied like common sailors (which they 

were) in a blue jacket and trowsers; and tlu n, tor eight or ten 

days, I saw no more of them. After that interval, 1 observ^e 

them again, dressed in red, with a white turban on, and I say, 

' What thing is this ?' (Che cos' h questo ?) and I am told, that 

they have made Turks of themselves ; and since, it seem^ tfaflj 

have also made gentlemen of themselves." One of theaa mm 

our third viaiUnr. It ia, peiliajMy unjuat to aiupeet tliat die 

principal obfeet of theb Tint waa curioaity to know on what 

aerrioe m were employed hy the P^sha ; aupposin^ aa thej did 

very natuially, tiiat it iraa not a Toyai^ of meie pkaame^ diat 

we were aMkiqg to audi a plao^ and at audi a time; Amizo 

had befinie met na nnder the same imprearione^ except that he 

ma led by his awn poniiits to suspect na of being profeaw d 

antfapiatianw, aa the Amerieana did» no doiibt» of benig ytay aide 

engineen. Their apparent, and perhaps only, motive tat bemg 

at same trouble to see us, was highly hononrable to their 

humanity. They had, as they fancied, very strong reasons to 

believe that Gentile had been poisoned, and that Demetrio had 

admumtered the drugs, at the instance of the Protomedioo^ 

q » 
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who intended fheidby to eacape the payment of eight thouaand 
piastres, which he oived die deceased. They talked of the 
Frotomedioo's general character, and menticHied a aiinilar ad^ 
which he had notorioiuly ooounitted at Cairo, by die hand of 

the very black who had so lately been our fellow-traveller ; and, 
in short, were more successful ni pruviug liiui t a|>ablc of such 
crimes, than guiky of this ; for it appears that Centile's com- 
plaint (whatever may have been the cause of it) was a dysentery 
of some weeks' sl.iiKUni_% and that there were no marks of 
poison to be dist overeti on the body. Their conviction, how- 
ever, that such had been his fate, was very strong, and, as it ap- 
peared to lis, jHUidpally founded on extremely slight, though very 
ffngiilar, grounds. During the last hours of the sick man's life, 
Demetrio was observed to be particularly pressing to obtain 
ftom him his pardan: pardon for what? Now, I know not 
whether it be one of the tenets of the Gie^ Church, but I 
have been often assured that it is a general belief axnoi^ that 
worthy people that the pardon of the dying victim ensures the 
mercy of God to the murderer, who dms whitewadied, without 
fouyand therefore without remoia^ buries the corpse, and goes 
off with a light heart, to the repetition, perhaps, of so simple an^ 
act Donetrio did uhamately obtain Ihis pardxm, and was 
observed to be in peculiarly high spirits ever after. Be the fact 
of the murder as it may, their object was to secure the payment 
of the eight thousiind piastres to the widow, our own country- 
woman, and this the iiritish Consul was to effect (as they hoped) 
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by our informatUNL UmviUmg to tnut our memoij on die 
details of a matter of ao mudi importanoe^ we b^ged them to 
niake a written statement of the irimle tiSm, wludi we pio- 
miaed to ddhrer to the ConauL Boasigndi apoke the moat 
and with the moat warmth ; though the othna wne not wiUi* 
oat anxiety about an aet of humanity, in die peffoimanee of 
which they had no viable inteieat whatever. 

Our Tirittna had walked three houra to find our boat, and, no 
doubt, cxiKX'tctl to be regaled with a hearty English breakfast. 
Now we had long lived, tVom day tu day, on what fortune 
liroiifjht us, even the f oininodore's rice Imving been some time 
tiiuslied ; and it happened that morning, that two small bits of 
br^ul formed our whole stock of provision, one of which they 
had devoured at the moment of entering the boat. Two of our 
servants were out foraging. We fiurly confessed our situation 
to them ; and after staying about two houiai they took their 
leave. Presently the foragpn returned unsuccessful, and the 
remaining moiaeL of fareadflunidiedua with our temperate repeat 
Una ia mentioned, «nily becaniae we heard, afterwards, that 
Mahommed EiBsndi had eomplained severdy of our reception 
of him. Now it is difficult to say what reception a reneigade 
haa a rigjht to expect from thoae whoae religion he haa deserted. 
We oflfered him neidm insult nw rqwoaeh: dad he expect 
eordialilnjr and fiiendahip? or was it in the presenoe of the 
ooipses left to rot on die fine of the earth by those whose 
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faith he had fiam oonvktioii cmlnaoed, thtt he thom^t m 
iikefy to mpecthim and bisftitfa? 

We wer^ it is tro^ alike natiTet of a dialaiit land, we ipoke 
the aame laognage, aod in the eoontiy of a oasni^ 
but the natme of crimes is not dianged by the sun that bumBi 
or Ihe deserts that suiiaund you; near can any dicnmatanees of 
haxdshq^ difficulty, or dang^, alter the feeling ^vith whidi you 
approach an apostate* .And yet it must be oonfessed, that, to 
the disgrace of the Christians lendent in the East, ren^ades are, 
in general, much icua despibed by them than by Turks them- 
selves*. 

Our ser\';ints, in their expedition into the village, found only 
an old woman alive, with her ears off. The Pasha buys 
human ears at fifty piastres a-piece, which leads to a thousand 
unneccssaiy erodltiefl^ and barbarizes the system of warfare ; but 
enables his highness to collect a large stock of ears, which he 
sends down to his father as proofe of his su c c c B Bea . Theshoteis 
putrid, and the air tainted, by the caroases of oxen, aheep^ goat^ 
camd^ and men. The latter, in paiticdar,a>e firandevefy JIfty 
yaidib scattered along the foad and wnong the com ; some in an 
attempt to leach tlie Nil^ snd escape by swimming ham been 
ofotaken on the bank, and there killed ; others are found with 

• These men, in the army, a'"f fallpd, " the Er:;!' from the language they 
are supposed to speak j the name of America is oot yet known so far. I am proud 
to add nij Iwliirf dwt than u eiily cm Biitidi ranagMlc in Egypt. 
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their oxen * in the sakies, where they had been Ubooring together ; 
some near the houses they probably inhabited. Those I aaw 
were generally lying on their back, tlu !< ;i]i;u t, the kiiees 
bent, the Uody undneck much bloated, liornbly offensive to the 
smell, and of the colour and stiffhesa of the earth on which they 
were rotting. Many were so placed as to Ix; hardly distinguishable 
from it, and we often mistook for a lump of mud what was, in 
&cU nothing better. The arms were in different jiositions, but, 
in general, one was on the breast^ and die other often under the 
neck. Hiey were of all ag^ ; the older onas, and <here ^'eve 
nianj with white bearda^ had aomethiiig likea giin, of fienicity ot 
agony, on their faces; the younger, among whom was one boy 
of fimrteen or fifteen* looked very placidf as if Uiey had ported 
widi life move eadly. Beyond this I can comoeive fittle variety 
of exprenion on the countenances of the dead. On the fiwo 
whieh die eye has oeaaed to anhnatet die grin of indignation, or 
eontempl^ or even joy, can difffer but little ftom that of aqgtuah; 
and the cafanneas of rengoatioiv or fbaikaanea^ or or 
despair, will be nearly the same— of thoae dmfc I mm, themoittha 

* A giMt aaBber of wm lying imd all «k«s tte mtei*! edge; dihflt 

because, when left at liberty, they gorged themselves with dhourra, and then drank 
till they died, or because, terrified by the fire and tumult^ they ran into the water, 
and were unable to extricate their feet from the mud. It it not lH|ipaMd tb«t tiMy 
were idUisd tidier by Um Sbeygy'a or the aoldien ; the fonner had no tioia urtm. t» 
save tliemselTes, and Mto tliAhttM', I anw heard tbRt the Pfeahs gave utyrsmnl 
Cor the ean of an ox. 
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weare all open, and of most the dying expresraon (if ever dutinr 
guidiable) was now rotted away, as they bad been dead seven or 

eight days. They had died aQ lands of deaths; one had been 

hanged^ and tlie chord, a very thin one, was still about his neck, 
and his eyes starting from his head ; one had his arm broken, and 
the same, a ven,' fine young man, had a large scar on liis f^^, 
received no doubt in i>ome former war ; the boy had a sabre-cut 
on the neck, and his head was nearly severed from his body ; 
some had their dusf^coloured cloaks on, some only the covering 
round the waist, and that generally displaced, and others were 
quite naked : the dear red colour of the flesh of those bodies 
that bad been most ei^osed to the sun, dear as if transparent, 
bad an effect indesetibably bombl& Those whom the birds and 
beasts bad begun to devour (^n^ in propOErtion to the mhtcAt 
number were very few), were attacked almost exdusively in the 
wrist and the arm betbw the dbow, and perba|is die eye% wfaidi, 
finrn that caus^ or putrefiwtion, were gone in almost every 
instance. I saw no body of a woman or diild, and am unwiUii^ 
to bdieve an assunnoe we recdved, that many of boUi had been 
massacred. In tbe midst <^ the contemplation of such a spec- 
tacle, we met a trembling shrivelled old woman, airrying some- 
tliing on her head, who told us, as intelligibly as her agitation 
allowed her, tliatthe Pasha had made peace with the Sheygy a, and 
that multitudes of ptiople were coming dow n this way. She was 
not maimed or wounded, but such a picture of human deformity 
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as I nerar mw living; The presNioe of sodi a beini^ moviiig 
like an evil spirit among the dead, completed a scene already too 
iunriUe*. 

, The plaee where we bad passed our last two days was neatly 
oppodte the end of a small idand; two miles above begins 
another, and eontannes about two miles more ; a large bank pro* 
jects from tJie right side towards it, and the Nile is in general very 
shallow. Two higli green islets su(<-eed, where the river widens 
Gil one side, and in about five itiilt^ we stopped again opposite 
Uie end of anotlier island. Both banks are rich and well culti- 
vated, full of villagt?s, with old castles in the desert hehind ; one 
near this place the troops tbund (juite full of dates, which by the 
order of the Pasha the) burned. A shield of crocodile-skin, but 
not iTTipcnetiable by ball, was found t»4ay, and &di into our 
possession* 

I never aair the Nile so smooth and heautiftil as in this 
eoqintrj; it is like a suooeadcn of laket^ onuunented by gieen 
idands» and sturounded by vevdure-^this nay be fimcy, and that 
the mind, disgusted by the fury of man, takes leAige in the 
txanquiUitf of nature; and is more disposed to the admhntioo of 
inanimate dmigH^ as it is shocked by the crimes and the misenes 
of llie things that live. ^ 

• Giovanni was sick whenever he went on shore, and onr of th«* soldiers was 
tctuftUy taken «o ill, while wnlkinu; uver the tield, as to require support to return to 
tMbort an Albniaa, too, and proUbly uot unseeMtooMdto tooM of eannge. 
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_ llieidand ia about two inika aada half lonff! in ft 

village oppodte to the end of it we fbuiid a few wiMuen 
and dhildreii, widi iJieir cattle. Hi^ were dtting dose togellier, 
in a duster, by the aide of a niined houa^ and diejr teD 
« thej have no fSear, as thqr aie under the proteetionof God and 
diePadmr though their tranhiUng looks weve ftr flan oonilrm. 
ing their words. Two of the women were youngs and one ex- 
tremely pretty*; some of the children were beautiful; they really 
were withotit fear ; they were pleased with the dresses and arms 
of the soldiers, and smiled ignorantly on the destroyers ol their 
iatherf. Little notice was taken nl tin m ; but while some of the 
soldiers are attentive to tlieir mothers and sisters, we observe our 
friend the Infidel in the act of carrying off a large sheep, of 
wluch (to the disgrace of our weak and hungiy nature) we after- 
wards accepted a considerable portion. 

Near the end nf the island the right hank becomes less fertile 
and the cultivation nanower, which from Mount Bagev thus hoc 
has vaiied from one and a half to two milei^ and not one spot of 
good sdlappean to have beenn^d^ected. About one mile and ahalf 
beyond, tibe sandsttnie rocks eome down to the met^ and extend 

• The Shcygy'a (as I hare already meatioDed) are black — a clear, glossy, jet- 
Uack, which appeared, to my then iinprejudiced>«yeft, to be the tine«t colour that 
co«dd lie adeetod for •hmnan being. TbeymdhtingiuiiMNlbtffety respect firam 
Negroes, by tlu: brif^filness of their colour, by their hair, and Ihe regularity of their 
features ; by the mild and dewy lustre of their eyes, and by the eoftoeaa of tiieir 
toiidi, in which last xetftet they yield not to Europeans. 
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one tmndied and fifly yank: there aie two rocky hilb dote by 
the shore wilb ramed mud castles on them, and some higher 
stony hills l^eliind ; on the top of oue of which were some piles 
of stones, like the pikes of the Westmorehuiti immntains. The 
cultivation is not interrupted for above two hundred yards. In 
an excursion among these rocks, Mr. Hanbur\' found a very large 
old castle of mixed stone and mud, of about one hundreii yards 
square ; the walls are thirty feet thick, and are flanked by several 
towers. He also visited a more modem fortress, said to hare 
bebnged to Malek Cbowes : the door is remarkably thick uid 
atrongi and baa two iron bare on the outside crossing each other 
at ri§^t ai^^ea. Within was a part of that king's Hia^Hing appa* 
latiia, and aome dates in a state of fermentation; great quantities 
of mitten piqpen weie Ijing all about the roonu. Near one of 
these castles vas Ibimd a Uving inan» with a ball in his jaw, and 
Us ean cutoff 

We were airived about two miks above the idandp when aome 
dromedaries met u^ sent down for ua by Ihe Protomedico; and 
we soon took leave of the Commodore and our other friends, and 
monnted. In a quarter of an hour we entered Kkljeba, a large 
castled town, now utterly deserted by all its human inhabitants. 
In two hours more we came to the river again, at a rocky place, 
and where the cultnation, for a little distance, is very narrow. 
Here are some very tine and cui lously shaped rocks, with valleys 
among them, and houses in the valleys. Here are no ;mti(juities, 
but aU with whom we conversed confirmed the accounts we had 
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so ofYen received, of the men and monsters of stone to be seen 
at D jebel el Berkel, the name of the mountain at whose foot the 
army was encamped. 

We met at intervals a number of families retUDiinj?, by the 
Pasha's permission, to their villa^s ; a great mixture ol animals 
of ail ages formed these inter^ting parties, on their way to bury 
the corpses of their friends. There were old men supported by 
their daughters, and doae by them fo«ir or five children, stark- 
naked, mounted on an ass ; others were riding on cows. Theie 
was as great a variety in their countenances ; some looked care- 
less and happy, as if satisfied with the knowledge that they were 
retumiogin safisfcy to their htnuei^ and ignorant of die desolatuin 
thatawaited them there; othera had the appearanoe of eztienie 
misety, aaif they were aahained to have survived the maaaaere of 
theirfiriendflb and the devastatioii of their oountry. Amongthe 
latter, at a little distance fixim her party, I observed a young 
woman, in whose oountenanc^ besides great beauty, lliere waa 
somediing so peculiarly expresdve^ that I desired my servant to 
salute and address her : he asked her where she was going. There 
was a natural dignity and pritle in her manner, too deep either 
to be counterfeited or described, as she answered, " I am going to 
inhabit the house of tlie Pasha." She spuke with hesitation, as 
if >lu would wilhngly have expressetl herself otherwise, but the 
house of her ancestors she dared not call that, which was in the pos- 
session of an enemy — the house of her husband she would gladly 
have said, but he was dead. She passed on and joined her par^. 
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In one hour more we come at last to tlie city of Malek 
Chowes, Merawe ; it is similarly built, but much larger, than 
KMjeba. It was now nearly dark, and in passing through its 
long and gloomy streets, between the thick mud-walls, we were 
aiBaulted by multitudes of half-starved dogs, whose howling in the 
absence of all other sound, and whose adherence to the habita- 
tums which their masters had deserted, increased the dreariness, 
if not the a<^tiide^ of the place. Our guides here desiie us to 
keep dose togetUer, and we advsnee fiw needy an hour towards 
Djebel el Beiicel, whose outUnes are viriUe in the moonli^t 
At such an hour as this, and under such drcumstanoes, we would 
willingly have made our first vimt to the Sacred Bode, whidi we 
had long hoped was to be the reward, and periiaps the termina> 
tion, cf oar labours. We approadied near enough to see some of 
its fragments and projections, whidi fay the uncertain l^t we 
mistook fer oohmms and colossi ; but all nearer examination was 
prevented by our jgfuides, who obliged us to avoid the mountain, 
as well as the trees by the river sitie ; as two soldiers had Ijeen 
imirdiiird nights ago by toome of the natives, concealed 

there for purposes of plunder or reven!^% and who might still 
be hid among the caverns of the rock. We therefore steered a 
middle course, and soon after heard the cannon from the camp, 
which we entered by the quarter of the Ababde, in live hours 
and a quarter firom our leaving the boat. The distance' is 
about sixteen miles in a N.N.E. direction. 

We found the land universally rich and well cnltiTated, and 
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nowlicro more so than near the camp, where the water from the 
sakie^is Irc(|ucntly di-^tril nit< *! l iy t<mr channels, side by side, gene- 
rally elevated by woodwork or stones, as neatly put together as 
in Egypt 

The Protomedico had prepared a tolerable mud cottage for us, 
and incense to perfume it, while supper was preparing ; he re- 
ceived ua with politeness and aanned us that the Pasha was anxious 
to see ns. We weie sorry, however, to leam that Abdin Cadie£^ 
to whom we intended to hare paid our first respects, was en^ 
camped on the otlier side of Hie river, a feir miles in the rear of 
the Pasha. 

An ineident had just happened stvon^y diamcleristic cf im- 
dviliied warfiir^ the ooune of which isiunaEj marked by a mix- 
ture of the extremes of gemnmty and barbarity. The remains 
of the Sheygy'a, still strong in cavalry, were stationed about a 
day*s march higher iqp the river than the Pasha; and this^om* 
ing l3ie son of Malek Chowes arrived at thp camp with an escort 
of a Imndred men, and a present oi live horses, craving his high- 
ness's permission to remain there till such time as he should be 
cured by the physicians of a wound which he rcceivwl in the late 
biittles. Thv Pasha })romisetl him all possible attention, and 
di^irtd tlu> pscort to assure his father, that, when restored to 
health, he sho\dd \)e sent back to fight again. The young prince 
was a short stout lad of about sixteen, in appearance and dress 
hke Ids Other's meanest subjects, and only to be distinguished from 
them bj some oniaments on the hilt of his sword. His wound was 
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in tbe foot^ and not seme; but the Sheyg} a have no method of 

cnring gun-shot wounds. One or two bo^es were fimnd of men 
who had forced tow or rap; into them, to prevent bleeding to 
death ; tlie blood had tbuiid iin way out at the mouth and nose, 
and even at the eyes, and thus had tliey only changed the manner 
of their death, and taken pams to procure one more painfid, and 
not less certain. 

Happening to go out late at night, to breathe a httle fresh 
air in the court before the door, I heard, to my unspeakable 
surprise, some people in a ndghbouring hut singing and playing 
** God save the Kingi" In the heart of Afirica, in the centre 
of a Mahometan army, surrounded by Turks and Greeks, and 
alarea and renegadeB, to hear the aong of my oonntiy; and thii% 
ami so suddenly, to be leminded of the land whkli contains 
all tint is most dear to myself all that is most ncibfe in the 
world-— I eoidd only lean and listen by the soft moonliglit^ till 
the rude niinstzebegr was finidbed, and then retire^ with the 
oonsoiation that to^iay at least had not been lost to happness. 

The Paafaa behur on the other side of the liver, and 

Dec. U. * 

the Dellar Dar commanding on tUs, it was n e ee m y 

(as the doc tor ahSLued us) to begin by pa3dng a visit to him. 
He went himself to present us and interpret for us. The 
Deftar Dar is a proud-looking and rather liandsome young 
l urk, and we found liim sitting in a small tent, much crowded, 
notwithstanding the heat of the day. He received us in- 
differently enough, and without paying us any attention bc^an 
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8 oonvenatioii with ihe doctor in Tariddv whidi it easy 
to diaoover wu of no yery firiendlj natiue; and tliov^ no 
indecent anger was shewn, it aoon became a very waim dispute. 
Ignorant of the language, we were mudi interested in observing 
the countenances of the disputants ; and never was there a finer 
contrast than that ibrnied by the changeable, flexible, moving 
features and small cunning eyes of the Greek, with the gravity 
and <'OTnposure aii<l diiznity of the Turk, whose natural violence of 
temper was only Ik irayed by bis eye; you 'saw, in this contrast, 
the chnractc'i-s of the master and t!ic slave. We afterwards learnt 
that the quarrel was about the very camels wtiich iiad brought 
us to the camp. The Greeks had told us a boasting story, that 
on their return to the camp, the night after the Protomedioo's 
visit to V8, they had fallen in with a lar^ party of natives 
among the corn-fields, loading their cameb with dhourra, to be 
cairied to the enemy ; that th^ had diaxged and routed them, 
and taken tax. camels and three or four men ; that they had 
presented the spoils to the Pasha, and his Hig^meas had released 
the men, and given the camels to the warriors who had so 
gallanily taken them. This very moniin^ while standing near 
oQjr quarteis, I was saluted by an upright, grey-bearded old 
native who, in a respectftd, bat detenmned, manner, seemed to 
be making some request to na I was going to call for anintn- 
pieter, when Demetrio appeared vtrith a large stick in his hand, 
severely beat the old man, and tiuned him out of the court-yard. 
The noble Arab bore this chastisement iiaughtily, and witli the 
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air of a person more accustomed to command tlnm to obey. It 

provctl that he was the owner of the camels, and that he then 
went to the Deftar Dar, to reclaim them, which led, first to the 
dispute buivveen him and the doctor, and afterwards to the 
restitution of the camels (whose seizure was proved to have 
been an indefentiible act of robbeiy), to the honour of Turkish 
justice. 

As we were not more courteoiialy treated by the Head- 
Treasurer, after the dilute, than we had been before it, we 
soon took our leave. He is said to be a man of no femily, and 
litde estuDati<m at Cairo, and to Iiave been raised by some 
fivtiuMte circiuaatanoea to the hi^ situataon that he hoUb heee. 

We spent the next three or ibw houis more pleasRntly, in a 
vidt to Djdbel d Berkel, retnnied to an early dhmer, and aet 
off to see the Faaha in the evening. A reiy small countiy boat, 
oontaining nineteen panenger^ conveyed us to the island oppo- 
nte^ whidi is cluefiy a long bank named Nain, and hence we 
were tvamfemd to the other ode in tibe Pasha's own caogec^ 
wUdi was obliged, in the want of aU lii^iter ciafl^ to act as 
ft feiiy4x>at. After waitbg a ahfwt time in a small tent near, 
that served for an anteduunber to the place of a u dience^ we 
were admitted to his Hi^nesa. We were presented 1^ the 
Protomedico, who acted as interpreter, standing all the time. 
The Pasha made us sit on the same sofa with himself, and 
began by desiring m to 2)ut ourselves at our ease and arrange 
ourselves in the European manner. 



130 ISMA£L FASHA. 

The oonveiraatiion oommenoed, of ooun^ with oompliiiieiits 
to the Pasha on his victoiici^ his humamty, and his coarageb 
and this subject gradually led to a oomporison of European with 
TozIdA waiiaie; the numbers generally engaged in l3ie Ibnner 
rather confounded him, and it would have lieen diffit ult to per- 
suade him that his own buttles were at all t tJiapardbie to those 
of Napoleon. He asked some sensible (juestions, and had an 
evident desire to be «tll informed on European |X)litics ; and 
this he will find extremely difficult, as he can scarcely ]>ropose 
any question to which he w ill receive the same answer £rom the 
natives of diiierent kingdoms. 

He Iiad been assured by the Americans, that if Buonaparte 
could effect his escape to their oountiy, he would have little 
difficulty in raining all his power ; and by some other pefsoD 
(probably an Austiian), that all the subjects of all European 
govenunents were perfectly liee. He inquiied about Ali Pasha 
of Albania, whose suooess sgaiDst the Forte he evidently de- 
sired, and enpro BS o d sniprise that the English did not ssaist faun. 
A reported war between the Swedes and Algerines also inte- 
rested him; he was acquamted with the positiim of Sweden, 
sad tolenUy wdl master of the geogn^y of Europe. But 
the siiftgeet on whicli he entered most warmly was the military 
force and power of Rnsna (a subject afterwards mtroduoed to 
us by Abdin Cssheff also), and he aAed us why the Congress 
had allowed it to be so materially increased? We had not an- 
swered this question, when his private secretary desired tfa 
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mat^eDoe, and so we took our leave. We were iviih bim above 
tiro houn^ and but finr tlus jnterraption, ahould probaUy bave 
remained much longer, as be seemed not at all tired of the 

conversation^ which he had supported with great readiness and 
inter(^t. His manner is much against him, and by a defect in 
the roof of his mouth, his articulation is extremely impeded, and 
his language becomes a succession of discordant sounds, tlie 
singidar effect of wliich, on a ] < i - m not understanding them, 
is much increased by the mpidity of his utterance. He wears 
no turban, and only a red cap turned up with yellow, with a 
gold ooid round it — a deviation from Tuxkiah ftahion^ which 
by no means increases the dignity of his appearance. 

Btoc i«. ^ ^ ^^^^^ Abdin Caabeig and being 

aasnied that we could cross the river opposite to bia 
encampment, we went down on dromedaries on this side. The 
doctor aent to guide ua» aa be bad promised, a ftithfiil servant of 
bu own; and our suxpriie may be oonoeivei^ wboi, in the 
person of tbia confidential attendant, we reoogniaed our lonner 
miow-travcller, the Mack slavey wbom we bad so justly dia- 
miased fimn our society, and left running iowania tbe Desert 
witb a boat's crew after 1dm. It appears that be bad outrun 
his pursuers, and afterwards obtained a passage in one of the 
boats in the same fleet with ourselves ; lie was long ignorant 
that we were so near him, till it happened, one meagre 
day, tliai the dog Anubis, making a tour in quest of food, 
boarded lus boat, and was instantly xecogoised by him. He 
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left Uie fleet the aame evema^ and going forwud an ibot, 
leadifid the camp three daja befiwe m. He implores our par- 
don, or at least omr akno^ and Idises Giovanni's haiui in proof 
of forgiveness finr the diastisement he had reodved ftom it ; and 
as he had already sufilered mudh for an oflfenoe by ivfaich he 
gained nothing, we made a merit of not telling his master of an 
act, which would not have lowered him in his opinion. 

The place of Abtlin's encainpinent was called Sannab; and on 
arriving o])|)osite to it, we lound that there were two or three 
islands in the ri\er, that almost intercepted the view of the 
other side, and prevented aU easy communication. We ex- 
pended much powder in useless signals to the boats opposite, 
and after pasinng a couple of hours in waiting for an answer to 
them, we returned by way of Cjebel el Berkel. Mahommed (the 
name of the black) was extremely useful to having passed 
all his youth in Dar Sheygy'a, as the slave of MaldE Cbowea^ 
and being in consequenoe well soqnainted with the ooimtiy. 
He was naturally a veiy active and intdlig^t fidhm ; violent in 
temper, insolent to hUinferion^ doling and despeiat^ and eapahle^ 
and pcobahly goili^, of every crime*: these qualities had veo(nn> 
mended him to die Pkotomedico^ in whose service he had been 
engaged finr sometime^ though now no longer his slave. He was 
accused cf having once administered poison for his master at 
Cairo^ and the story beoonm^g notoiriou8» the Tuiidsh judges 

* TU* «gi«M vitk BimiUnidt's icooiiiit of dw geoenl cbamdar of Dwibar 
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endeaToiued to diaeover the tradi bj fime of duba s the bhwk 
leoeived a thounnd blows of the ]iabboot*» without con&Hiiig 
hia Clime or betraying his master, or convindng any body that he 

was innocent. He was not of less use here than at Cairo, though 
perhaps rather more cretlitably employe<l ; as lie kiiew the 
country, and the secret hoards of thv inluiliitants, he was 
mounted on a light dromedary, Jiamlsomcly dresiiedf, and sent 
out, day uiid night, into the villages, to bring in slaves (for the 
Shevgy'a had many), or any other kind of plunder. 

He gave to-day a remarkable proof that he could exert his 
capabilities, if necessary, in a good cause. When we were near 
Djebel el Berkel, it was discovered that an attaghan belonging 
to Mr. Hanbuiy had been lost duudng our letam. We had 

• At Assouan, on our way down to Cairo, Mr. Manbury, in going to pay a mit 
to Acboiet Fasha, found a crowd collected b«for« the tent. A soldier wm pre- 
HDtly Ihroim onthe gronad, held by the bead and feet, and beaten by two men, 
one on each side, with tin: iiabboot. The execotlMNn exerted all their force, and 
had the appearance of men threshing com or sledging iron. For nbout a hundred 
and fifty blows, the man cried, ilmoiin, Ataaunf and repeated the names of Ismae), 
nmdnm, and Mahommfd Ali; hia aappUeatraas baeune gndndty noie Anil^ and 
then ceased altogether: not so the labours of the Janissaries, who, relieving each 
other, to the nomber of nine, continued to administer above one thousand blows, 
dnring the tut wfan or eight bimdrad of wtrieh Aej wen beating an apparent corpse. 
The body waa then teken away, aodancceeded by another, who was similarly treated. 
The Pusha, a very young man, apparently under twenty, sat looking on with perfect 
calmness, smoking a pipe and smelling a lemon. The offence was desertion ; and 
both the MoSmn wen Shereeft, or Deaoendanta of the Prophet. 

t The Protonicdico is not slow in rewarding the services of his creatures. Soon 
afler Gentile's death, Demetrio was admitted (we weia told) to the honour of hia 
table — for what aenice, waa only suspected. 
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been nearly all the time on the hii^ ntd, and bad met with 
many and huge partiea of Sheyg/a letaxning to tfaeir bome^ 
who would of oorane find the weapon, and natnnUy eonrider 
eveiy thing hostile as fiur spoil, and ^o% eren so near to the 
camp^ were much more likely to defend than to betray each 
other. So we considered its recovery quite hopeless. The 
black volunteered on the* service, and returmxl in pursuit of it. 
This was in tlie luorning; and, very laie at nigiit, nothing more 
had been seen of liim ; liis master expressed little anxiety about 
him, and contented himscll' with assuring us that ht would not 
return without it; and, in fact, the next morning h< liid return 
wuii It, liaving passetl a day and a night alone in the midst of 
an exasperated multitude, detecting the theft of one of them. 

The geographical infonnation that we were enabled to collect 
about this country, was derived partly from this man, and 
portly from such of the natives as we had oppcHrtunities of 
questioning. The kingdom of Malek Zofieyr extends from 
Djebel Dager to Zoom, and contains Wady Baheet, MachfiMnr, 
Hannech (the capital), Mag6di (the name of the wady and 
town), and Zoom. Then oomea the iSatrict of Medindi, 
whidh contains Choano, Dett^ whrae llie large caatle and 
Kadjeba, the capital The next place ia Toraiff , the first town 
of Malek Choweei, King cf Mdrawe, whicli extends as fiur as 

* An instance of this will be given in its place. 

t All the towns here mentifinf*! are on the right bank; but the limits of the 
cUflr«ent districts, on the other bmk, are always opposite to those on this. 
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Ibainger the odier way; die chief towns in itare Totail^ WaUad 
Gnit, Dabaiieit» Menwe^ Wallad Ali, A«ooii» Sfaibbah (the 
lendenoe of die m^pxaana), Beriodp Eereen (whcace ivas our en- 
eanpinent)) Geiftl Hamdovr, and Easinger*. After lihia cooet 
the kingdom of Maldc Hamet Wallad ABla» called, like its 
capital, Amri ; it is a rocky district, and extends three days to 
the frontiers of Berber. Its cliief towns arc Zowera, Amri, and 
Doum el Gooz&r. There is a cataract near Zowera, and above 
the cataract la t.lie litilc island of Doulg4, " where the biuld- 
ings (as a Shcygya told me) reach to heaven." We were 
afterwardij intoi nu d that it is quite surrounded by these build- 
ings, and itsell' perforated like the Grotto of Fausilipo at 
Naples. From all accoxmts, I should susj>ect that tliese 
buildings are rather tortirications than temples, and that this is 
the island where the king of Dongola, Samamoum, took refuge, 
in 688, A.H., against the tioops of the Sultan of Egypt, whose 
five hundred boats were prevented firom punning him by the 
rocks, the first that exist above D6ngola. Now fifteen days, 
the distance of those rocks firom the dty, is not, as we dia* 
covered by sad experience^ too lotig an aUowance of time for a 
Turkish fleet to perfimn even so short a voyage. This country 
appears^ then, at that time^ to have Ibnned part of the territory 
of the Nonba kin^ because^ i^ien obfiged to fly three days 
ftrdier, he is Am said to have got beyimd bis own Jdngdom, 



* Can this be the Karscndjou, or Kassendjer, meutioiied by Burckluadty 
(,App. III.) as hairiag been vuited by Ibn Batouta } 
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and dieie too k the pxeaeiit extieiiiity of Dwr Sh^gy'a. Hut 
would aeem to prove that these Axaba have got posseanon of 
their oountiy suioe Uiat period, aa it ia not profaalile that Ihej 
ireve ever sabjeetfl» and flie moat fhithAi] ones, too, of a Noaba 
and Christian* king. Wc hciinl, uuleed, onoe of a tradition, that 
the Sheygy'a had taken this country from its inhabitants about 
six hundred years ago, and that thfir oripu was from \hrca ; 
but we never atler either had this u ( ouni ( on finned, or received 
any similar one, and never had an opportunity of questioning 
any learned inhabitant. 

The army was by no means healthy ; and, though cases of 
ophthalmia were of late become rare, and some of very long 
standing had, as we were assured, gone off ^vithont remedies 
unoe the arrival of the troops in the diy air of Ddogola, thene 
were yet many sick of dysenteries and intermittent fevers. Now 
the kigeat medicine bottle waa filled with batter; there waa a 
deficiency of bandages Ibr the wounds of the commomeat medi- 
cines^ and of scales to wd|^ out Ihe little that ihere was : they 
had no ipecacuanha, and their bark was so deficient in quantity, or 
in quality, that the Frotomedioo oondeaoended penonaUy to ask 
Mr. Hanbury for a little of lua China famouh thou^ we had 
aearoely enouc^ left between ua to core one tertian, diould any 
of the party be unhappily ao nrited. On our eacpreasing some 
aatomshment at dua utter deficiency <^ neoesaaiies, he whispered 
that he had a small reserve of all of them, per i grandL" It is 

* 8m BmoUnfidti Appendts III. 
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right to add a fact, of whieh we were repeatedly fwsured, that, 
previous to Uie departure of the expedition from Cairo, he received 
thirty-six thousand piastres for the medical cliest, wliich he im- 
mediately laid out in paying his ow-n debts. Besides this, his skill 
in the healinjj; art if? extremely doubted ; he had even been heard 
to acknowledge his ignorance of it, and had sometimes employed 
Arab siirgeons to attend the sick for him : and it is said that 
Gentile was the only man on the staff capable of performing an 
openilioa of any difficulty. It was not likely that the Pasha was 
ignorant of all this; but the C^eek had other useful talents, 
whidi supplied the plaee of honesty and medical sldU; he had 
•old and devoted himself to the Pasha — ** You beat others when 
you like^ and when 1 like I will brat you,** was die undefslanding 
which (by his own confession) subsisted between him and his 
master. He theiefiue acted notorioudy as his spy, and agent 
in aU underhand aflUis; and iatiiatcapadity,fiiar whidi hbimpu> 
denoe and self-possession eminently qualified him, he was em- 
ployed, no doubt, to entertun us ; however, as we reoeiyed our 
own rations, and had our own servants, we were free from all 
obligations to him, and hved in hopes that «iiir residence in liis 
vicinit} . and in apparent dcpendance on him, would soon be at 
an end. 

Among the antiquities of I)jelM'l el Berkel, are a num- 
ber of pyramids, which we were curious to penetrate, if 
possible, and examine the interior; the doctor <^ered himself as 
a kind of partner in the speculation, as he considered it, and 
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ttiMlertook to lequmt the Ptelia*t peemisrimL Wu^^ he was 
sericnis in Ids iiiteiiti€fi8> or wMied only to fMKmd itt oar the VnAa — 

in short, whether he ever delivered our message, or whether the 
answer given wiu rca.lly the Pasha's, is kiiowu oiil) to lumself t 
the answer was, " that liis Hic;hn(>ss Ik*£^ us to defer our investi- 
gations for ten clays or a fortnight, m order not increase the 
belief, ah'eady too prt;valent, that the Ostn^lnlies are idolaters, 
which might influence tlie Berbery who are now advancang with 
the intention probably of submitting." 

We passed a laborious momisg in measuring, planning, and 
dmwing ; and in this employnient imeliDiuid bjr Cavaliere^ who^ 
having oome up aU the way by water, was but juat arrived, and 
was now ranking his fint vint to the antiquities. 
Dec J The hut in which we had passed the last three daj% 
{Smadaj.} ^]|ich, at fizst si^t^ pleased us so much, measuied 
fifteen feet hy nine^ and was about seven feet high, withnoli^t, 
eioept the little admitted through a low door ; the waUs were of 
mud,andvefy t]iii&; and the fiat straw roof was supported in Hhc 
middle by a crooked brandhu We had slept always four, and last 
night five, in it ; to-day wc were to shift our quarters to the other 
side of tlie river. Some differences, which had for some time 
existed between the Pasha «ind Abdin Casheff, were to be 
reconciled by a visit of the latter, whicli wimld perhaps atibrti 
us an opportunity of pajing our resjiects to him ; these variances 
had their origiu in this: Abdin demanded permission to 
retam to his govemment of Ddngola, to which he had been 
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i^ypointed by Mahonuiied AH; tihis Ismadi refbied, having him- 
self great need of bk oounnl and ooonge ; iSbef tafamitted the 
iflhtt to Mdumuned A]], wbo decided that Abdin was to adv^^ 
wilh his son, as long as his services should be required by him ; 

and Abdin, though sufficiently incensed by the decision, was 
Uiis day to bring up his division to join the main body of the 
amy. 

After crossing the river, while tliey were pitching a tent for 
us, we received a visit from the Cavaliere, imdcr a tree, the 
Protomedioo being present : angry looks w ere given by the one, 
and received with the greatest indifference by the otheiv and 
offended pride was successfully opposed perfect unoonoem ; 
thej had no dispute— but, afterwaids, each thought it his 
dnt; to adnse pnvntelj, to put no <wiifidf!iwt in the odier* 
Our tent was very dean and oomfiirtable^ and beautifidly 
situated by the met'nde, among the pahua, loaltiag towaids 
I^jebel d Berkd ; it was also cxtzemdy quiet, ftr the auddle of 
a oan^ The absence of all maac, caooqpt the nrsfiiftnal tam- 
hour, and of almost all mflitaiy paiade and CKeidse^ mskea a 
Tuddsh eneampiDent n most peaeeaUetesidenoe; and hat fiir 
tfaediaEimKgeaf the motning and efening gon, and the song of 
dke Bedouin oeeamnaDy tiding by, we ahoold valher base 
ftnmed omdsisB in aome tranquil plaee of repose, than in the 
midst of a most meitnless war. 

The quickest express to the army, from Cairo, came 
in sixteen days, and bioo^ a letter, rimning thus 

T S 
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** My son!— I send you your ahue of tiie peati» wbidi aie jnat 
ripe ; your brotlier and myself have fimnd ours very good. — 
Mahommed AIL" The peais came with the letter, tod are said 
not to have snflbred in the journey. Deqptttcfaes of great im- 
portance are intrusted to great men, and therefine seldom arrive 
under twenty-she or twenty-eight days ; of the rate at whidi 
neoessary supplies and veinfonsements advene^ we had au»> 
selves some experience. 

Wc received u visit from the Americans, no othenvise inte- 
resting than that, the Smyrniote being present, we si w uatni s 
of Europe, A^ta, and America, assembled under our tent among 
the pahn-trees of Africa. 

A common soldier soon afterwards entered, with little cere- 
mony, and seated himself by us ; and when we inquired the 
olgect of his visile he professed it to be mere curiosity to learn 
what trade we woe come to exowise; our answer did not 
satisfV hinia and he retired incredulous. 

Tins tAenioon we paid our long-desiied visit to Abdin 
Casheffi He came to the door of his tent, and leoeiTed us^ in 
the pves^ice of his Janissaries with the greatest distincdim ; 
he then seated us on his rigjbt hand, and questbned us in a 
very fiiendly manner. He is a very fine man, and perhaps 
about fifty, with some grey hairs in Ina beard, otherwise of the 
deepest Ubd^ a hige and very ezpresrive eyet and, fbr a Turk, 
unuBuslly quick, and a noUe physiognomy. We presented our 
liters to him, which he opened and looked 9t, m mtuUi, jngt 
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long Boaa^ to oonviiioe an imsnepectiiig obaerver, ihat he oouUi 
Nad tlieiii, if bis indoilenoe or Ilia dignily woidd aUow him ; he 
then handed them to hia aecretaiy. Now, one of theae letters 
was to obtain na monej, of whidi we were in immediate want^ 
being reduced to our laat dollar ; and on Uiia account, as well as 
some others, we did not wish the doctor to he present at the 
interview; we had previously told liim, that we hud piix'ate 
buimess with Ahdin CiLshef? to whom he was intending other- 
wise to have liimself presented us, and he aceoi ci ni^ly promised 
not to interrupt us. Tlie promise made by the Protomedico 
was inconsistent with the duties of liis second profession, 
and as Protospinne he broke It. Just as the s<xTetary was 
beginning to read, he presents himsehj with an unblushing 
countenance, and seating himself with perfect ease and satis- 
faction, pvooeeda to converse with Abdin on indifferent subjects. 
I never aaw a Greek, qiuok and ingenious as they geneia% 
are, whose talents were not &r exceeded by his impudenoe; 
they have all the vioea^ and not any of the virtues^ of the Turka; 
thqr hate and insult the Franks^ who oome among them with 
feelings only of fiiendahip ; they are situated at the ^Ktremity 
of dviliaation, and are the dr^ of Christianity*. 

• This passage, like the greater pari of the book, was written on the spot, and 
under the immediate influence of the feeling by which it wag dictated. For 
Itaving paUblMd Hat nidi » moment, I may be subjeet to a variety of obaemp 

tions, of which one only will affect mi> — that the remark is trite, and the fact 
notorious. T entfrerl the Land of Miltiades and Leonidaa with an enthusiasm that 
was to be sp«edjly quenched by the degeneracy of its present possessors. I entered 
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My ftiend, ham being a good onoker* bote thtt.mtiuBum 
with move tnuiquillity than injBdfi I alao appealed to mj pipe 
&r philoBophy, bat fimnd that from it wm abwady 

extrngutshed. My only oonaaktioik wt», to obKrve an ununnl 
degree of meenmeBi in llie oountenanee of tibe Gxeel^ proving 
that he felt how oontemptiblo m the offiee vrtaA. he knew 
himself' to l^e now discharging ; and thii was one feeling nMMK 
than I supposed him capable of. 

Abdm said many civil and complimeTitary things to ourselves 
and our nation, an d ])i(iini>( d us every assistance ; but as he did 
not offer us a tent in his own encampment, wc n turned with 
reluctance to otir quarters near the Temple of /K^nilapius. 

I had a long conversation this evening with an intelligent 
native. There is a city in the Desert, called, ** Hie Gazdeii of 
Gaselles," just so distant firom here, that if a man drink be- 
fine be leave the Nil^ be amvai there vriiea be wants to drink 

the land of the Grecians, and I found it occupied by Greeks; and while I lamented 
that davay whidi mg dw grett oniK of mdi unneml depraratton, I defeated 
the people who seemed to repose under it to petiendy. But when retaming 
through the seas of Gre(.cc, I found them once more iu ihi; liaiKU of their natural 
lords — when I saw a flag waving there, on which the cross is erected on the 
craoent, lad the tetteie, n tm n on tm ne ehiuiig hi geH > fleg dnt no 

Infidel will ever haul down — the. reminiscences of ancient days, mixed with the 
dreams of the future, were revired ynish an ardour to which it would have been 
impious aot to ham yidded. Who dMll examine the private ohaiecter of oom- 
heinli e ng eged in the cause of religion and of libertyt Aie thiqr mpentitMai, . 
i!^oTTmt, treacherous, crar!, faithless, STOririous ' They wrr B!ave»- — th.''y havt 
nude the first great step towards regeneration ; sod whoever is not an «iemy to 
tbs wn e li a irt iMi off the hnmn nwot mnt jok hi tho gnml pnyw Ibr 4h«r 
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again." He oonfinned our pvevioiu inibmiatioii of a dma of 

mountains beginning just below Korti, through which there is 
a pass of thruu days towards Shundy, (which place ht- pom led 
to as S.S.E. from here,) ; at the end of this chain are some small 
excavatixl Wjnples, or grottoes, wlih fip^urcs and pillars; from 
this ])liu o there are two days more tu SliLtid). The mountains 
are inhabited by the Hassanaye Arabs, are not under the 
Sheygy'a, and even made an attempt lately to get jK)sses.sion of 
the \e£t bank of the Nile*, and some of the islands. Malek 
Clx»inia v^ulaed but could not pursue them into their 

country ; they are said to be rich in flocks, camels, and horses. 
The place of the antiquities is caUed, by distiiicti(Ni» £1 1)iebd» 
er S^ebafl. 

^ Besides the antiqfiiities at tlie foot of ])jebcl el 
Bokd, these is another body of {fynnuda, a few miks 
lii(^ up the river, called El BeUU, or «* The Faibrie;** We 
devoted to-day to the examination of them. We were weU 
mounted, and an eaoott of ten men was oflbred to us, wfaidi wt 
declined, (not, I bdieve^ very prudently,) that we might be 
mam thocoiighly at liberty to follow our own plana. We 

* The same disputes for the banks and islanda of the Nile took place between 
tfieiMtim of llieeoimtijaineitfieriide, inoogtlM old Etl^ 8««Stnbo, 
lib'XriLp. 822.: Su/tA^atVit B\ row Nt/xou n^v [xev ^i i9-(U)c^« (i^wo'txrV Surtx^v) 

TOipairrjTajjiiaLv e^oVtoiv rrnv Ai^'xnv, t»,v oi TSf,a¥ Aifliorcov, Tra^n. fti^jS a'jrcav 
trtKparaav ilvat rmv v^«-a»v xal r^s 7orajt«/a^, t^thmmfAiiKmf Ttiv Mfwv xai 
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ntumed towuds evening, and finind tiiat die doctor had not 
been idle in our absence. 

The Signor Rossignoli above-mentioned, and an apothecary 
named Paolo, canu; down this morning to the boat, the present 
residence of that skill'ul man, entered it boldly, and then most 
abruptly and directly accused liini of having poisoned Gentile : 
he employed few words in anger or justification, but shortly 
directed his myrmidons to beat these intruders, liossigiioli 
escaped on shore, but Paolo, not so fortunate, underwent severe 
discipUne at the hands of Deraetrio; there was afterwards a 
struggle with RossignoH Ibr his sword, in which his hand was 
underatood to have been severely bitten ; one thing is certain, 
that, on the doctor's approadbing him, BoasigRoli drew that 
swoid* and but for the apeedj letieat of the other, would have 
moat elfectuall/ avenged hia ftiend; though we weie aasuied, 
that it waa by an iuToluntary motkm of his hand dwt he did ao^ 
and move in fear than in anger ; fiir Boasignoli is a man (aa he 
waa chazacteaciaed to ua by one of his oountrymen,) * who, if an 
inihnt were to raiae a straw againat him, would ran away fiir 
three diqra.** 

The doctor met us on our return, told us the whole story 
with gr^t glee, and raccuaed these Tiuldah measures by ne- 
cessity and the want of other redress. Presently appears De- 
metrio, i^uiie insolent from his triinnph over two old women, 
and exclaims, with brutal satisfaction, " JJi qua in avanti tutto 
si la col bcu>tone." The Greek had forgotten, when he took the 
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stick in Ills hand, thdL it \va;> for his imt k that the weapon was 
made, on which he no doubt bears tlie marks of it. In iact, 
Kossignoli and Paolo iouiid an interjireter, and went to lay their 
p^rie\;ince;i before the Pasha, wh(», faitliful to lus engagement 
with his slave, turned them out of the tent unheard. 

Some readers, I fear, will be already weaiied with these little 
details of the intrigues o£ a Turkidi camp; fh^ tace, however, 
interesting, as they serve to expose the namier in which 
ChrisfcianB CMuiuft th«nitiRhri!it in a MAhranetan camp and among 
Mahometan enemiea; ivhere eveiy motire would seem to invite 
ihem to mikiii at leasti if not to probity— that if the latter he 
too difllciilt ihr them, they may atitt aequlie aome litUe leqiect 
by the Jocmer. To Ihia general eomqitUm, fintUeasnen, and 
vienalily of thoae in the aemoe of the Tuifca, nuy b^ petfai^ 
attributed the contempt whkh, judging from the specimens pre- 
amted to them, ihej hanw imbibed Sk all Christiana. I ou^t, 
peihap8» to except the English, and there are several leasona fiir 
that ezoeption; thaxe ia fiaar of the destroyers of Algien» and 
even gratitade to the fiberators 'of Egypt; besides which, 
Eiiglishmen do not appear in the East, like many Italians, and 
even French, in the t hai iL ter of adventurers. Enp;lish travellers 
demand res]Rct cm ry where; those of other nations are more 
anxiouii alxmt the manner of payinfr it. The Turks fancy that 
we have many qualities m common with themselves — pride, 
g^erOMty, courage; and, above all, they have a verj' general 
ophuon that we are not above half Christians, and therefore 
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approach by so much neuer to the eieed of the Faillifii]» thut 

any other Juxropeans. 

An imj)ortiuit addition was made to the medical staff to-day, 
by the arrival of the brother of the ProtoiiKilico. He imme- 
diately came to pay us a nsit; he had only one siiirt, and that 
so overpeopled, that numerous emigrants from it were observed 
crawling about the tent, even before he liad left it: we dis- 
pensed, in consequence, with his future civilities. This man 
was expected to he cliost'n. by his brother'ii intrignn^ physician 
to Abdin Casheff. The person promoted to succeed poor 
Gentile was a Greek named Fetrardha; he had escqied ftom ' 
Caira, in debt eii^t thousand piastres to the Buasian Consii], 
bdng a sum of numey of iriudi be had robbed a Russian 
Colonel travelling in Egypt. He was lurking at Esndi, when 
his compatriot passed by with the aimy, and instantly todc him 
into his sravioe : at Assouan, he picked up another Smymiotc^ 
who shaU be namdeHS, and who had fled tfaidier ibr dmilar 
reasons; and somewhere dse he diseorered the inestimable 
Demetrio, and transformed him instantly, from a tailor, into an 
able medical nssistuiit. His servants arc hiaiilarly selected; and, 
snrr nuided by this desperate band, faithful because entirely 
dejx iidant on him, he assumes airs of atidacity, aud was heard 
once to boast, before many Turks, — " My men are villains, you 
say : now T love villains ; but they are villains for me, and not 
for others ; and if any one seek my life, and I say to one of my * 
viUains, * Shoot that man^' — ^lie shoots him." Anotiier advan- 



Digitized by Google 



FATE OF TBE 8HETGYA. 147 

tage he gainetl by adopting these outcjists was, that thinr only 
pay was the privilege of phmdi mii: under his auspices ; so that 
he was enabled to apply to his own use the stijiend allowed for 
them by tlu; Pasha, Such are the " nece$»ary do<TH" whom the 
Turks are relucUintly compelled by their own igaoiaace to 
admit into their service. 

In the mean time, the Turks and Sb^gy'a were in constant 
negotiatioii. Malek Zobeyr's nephevtr came to the camp to-day, 
and was presented to the Pasha, who gave him a red pelisse 
and a Cadimefe diaw], and sent him back hi^y honoured. 
Thtia are the vemaina of iheae poor Azabs aUuied to aabnii88ion» 
and when they ahaU be peaceably disponed over the countiy, 
the most powerful and the bravest will be suocessiTely disposed 
of*. The doctor assuzes us, that if the^Mamelouks can ever be 
prevailed upon by any pomises to surrender, they are to be 
destroyed this time by poisonf, which he professes to consider 
as die surest and safest way of disposing of an enemy. 

• Tlwftteof fberaniuaiof ll» caftky oftiM She^t was not ijnka -^Imt 

we bad anticipated. We baud it from the iBOuth of Mahommed Ali Innsdf^ 
diirliit; ;i visit we jistiil liim on onr return to Cairo. Soon after our departure from 
the camp, it was agreed, that the greater part of them, retaining the horses and 
wxam fat tHAth htA ibnglit, iboald enter into tha iertiee of IfDiel PuIm, 
and advance widt his army against the soutiiern natioaa, yAo WCffa ako their own 
pnpmje<<. Thpy thus become the alliei of tlicir conqn«»ror, nnd «r*> not yet his 
alares; and the courage, which merited victoiy, has at lea«l ohtaiued iheiu a 
napite froin Nrntade. 

t I am uncertain whether so hom'hle a premeditation of twaclwiy, dlOag^ not 
in itaelf improbable^ ought to be bdieved on euch anthori^. 
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We weie awaked out of a sound deep to teoacn a oom. 

munication, which surprised almost as much as it displeased 

ajid ottcndcd us. The Pasha in detijiiJiijicJ. for :t \:Lri(jl,v of 

good reasons, to dismiss us, with great honour, fiuui lua uamp, 

and we are to be in readiness to depart ti>. morrow evening. 

_ A httle orrihan eirl, tlie whole of whose dress was a 

Dm. 40. 16' 

cincture of leathern thongs round the waist, came by 
mistake into ovu- tent, to be cured of epileptic fits. She had 
dght 8caE8 on each cheek, seven acrow and one in the middle 
downwardfl» made in her infancy, because she x^'as a pretty child, 
aB if beauly need be maiked in order to be discovered and 
admixed. We gave her a string of Venetian beada^ which 
she gready piefiened to all medicine. 

We had a from the Cavafieie^ who boaBts to be lestoied 
to fill! fttromr; and while he waa warning me^ in one part of the 
tent» against the intrigues of the Gred^ the apothecaiy Paolo 
enters, yet smarting with his jresteiday'B chastisement, and, with 
team in his eyes, throws himself at Mr. HanbwT'B feet, praying 
him to intmcede or do somedung for hinH-but tnAoi; he codd 
never clearly understand; and had great difficulty in getting 
rid of his importunity. He is a weak old mau, am i it is not easy 
to understand how he can ever have engaged hiniseif in the 
present ex}x?ditioii, ii.^ with the exception of a very handsome 
black beard and mustachiofi, he has in no respect the air of an 
adventurer. 

We were presently informed that the Pasha was waiting to 
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see US : wc found him sitting in the European manner, on a 
very Cliristian-like sofa, on which we took our places by him. 
Nothin*^ coTild be more gracious; the doctor, m usual, stood 
Ix'forc us to intrrpret, and James within hearing, a little liehind. 
On a carpet on the Pasha's right was a grand Turk from Cairo, 
and next to him two Sheygy'a professors with long white beards, 
who bad just been clothed, to their very great nupcise and 
dismay, in splendid peliaaes and rich shawls. 

The usual ^diminaiy oonversation about the river, the mo«iii- 
tains, and the trees, we cat rather short, and came somewhat 
hastify to Ihe point. Weaieeome aoooidingtol^coimiiands 
of your Ifig^men, aiqipodng Ihat your Highneaa haa aoinelJiiiig 
particular to coinmumcate.** " I ioA honoured by your nrit to 
the aimy, and should be pleased to have your company as for as 
Sennaar, but the daagera and difficulties and prirotionB wiU be 
so greats ibat I adviae jou to return.'* ** We wish r eqpec tfi illy 
to he infiomed, whether your HighneaaTa advice amounts to a 
eommand?" « It ia fi>r your own good, and the love I have 
for En^and." ** We are to understand, then, that your High- 
ness obiigea us to return ?" " It is solely with a view to your 
own good that I give this order." " We are sorry that your 
Highness has thought jiropcr to prevLiit the intentions of 
English gentlemen. We submit to your Highnesti's order." 
•* My only motive is a consideration of your own safety ; besides 
whidi, the finnan given you 1^ my &ther extends no farther 
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thm Wady Hatft*." « We do not diqmte jour Hj^eflCs 
right to act, but nther liumk your Highness that we bare been 
allowed to otnne tliua fiir, and periia]» we should not have 
thought of advancing farther, had uoi the Protomedico com- 
municated to us, from your Iligluic&s, an invitation to accom- 
pany the mniy as far a& Sennaar." " I should have great 
pleasure, were it not that I fear for your safety." " "Well, we 
submit; we have only to In-g your Highness to jxrmit us to 
advance aa far as the cataract and the islands near it, and then 
to return by water." The danger ia not so mudi m advancing 
88 for your return, as the people in our rear are even now im- 
quiet, and, when the army moves on, will probaUy break into 
insnnectkNi ; and firom above I shall not be aUe tosend a guard 
with you; nor will it be safe fiir you to go by water. Aa 
Tisitora to my anny» I am reiponsible to my &tiieiv and to tbe 
Eng^ nation, finr your safi^." * In case of om writing to 
Cairo to nienti<ni the offisrs of protection made by your Hif^- 
nes^ may we be allowed -these invavaa, by taking all leqionsi- 
bility on ouxadyea?" After some hentation, ** If you wiU 
write a letter to such eflfect, and give it to me, I wiU send it to 
my father and the English Consxil, and you are then free to 
advance or return, as you hke." And after a few more words, 

* Thai wu the cue, thon^, when preaented to M Bhtnained Afi, at Alcxindria, 

we had askeii for a firman for Dongola. Had the Aga of Wady Haifa been abk 
to read be would not, probably, have allowed na to proceed beyond that fdaoe. 
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in wludi lie pnniined iu a boat to go down in» the matter ym 
aided greatly to our satufiM^n. 

He attempted, during the latter part of the eomrenatioii, 
wlodi is here much abridged, to woik alternately on our Tamiy 

and our fears ; on the fbrmer, by q number unmeaning com- 
pliments to ourselves and to the English nation; and on the 
latter, by accounts of robberies committed every night in the very 
rear ot his army, and of the general disturbed state of the coun- 
try ; and then he niotioiied away the Mamclouks and Janissaries, 
who were standing by, as if he were making us an important com- 
municatioii, thai would spread a panic in his army if generally 
known. The courtier from Cairo gave ub firom time to time 
aome looks cf mixed anger and snipiiae^ on oibaerring perhaps a 
freedmn in onr words or manner that was not usual towards a 
Tuikidi prince. The Flaaha ended by teUiqg ui^ Uiat he shall 
defer the departure of the convoy tin to-moROweveningi to give us 
more time ftf ieAectioii» and we parted i^parently good fiiends. 

We had not got to our tent, when tiae indefiitigaMe doctor 
overtook us, with a fiwefhU of importance andinfiwmed usina 
very low whisper, that fifteen honwmeo, conung ftom I>6ngohi 
to join l^e army, were attacked the other day near Korti by 
about two hundred Slieygy'a ; that five men were killed on the 
spot, and the others were only saved by tlieir horses. Wit bout 
paying any altcTition to a (.oirijiiunication whu h |>erhaps was 
entirely untbunded, we wrote in Italian as strong a letter as it 
was possible to pen, taking upon ourselves henceforward all 
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lapoiuitnUty fat our personal safety; and, oouaidadng all as 
settled, passed a very peaceable evening. 

The wants of a Tiurldsh soldira are cl0tlie% armSy and tobaoeg^ 
of which articlea tfaeie was a oonstant barter in die camp ; the 
two fimner were sold at very nearly the Cairo pricey while the 
value erf the fatter had ineveaaed in the proportioii of nuue than 
twelve to one. 

All old Slieygya presented himself in the afternoon, bringing 
a gun-shot wound, in the shoulder, to l>e examined; he had 
received it at the battle of Korti, and had no fear of the ind- 
pioiis lu'ct'ssary to extract the ball. He had heard of a nation 
called Ingliz, " that they hve far off' over the Western Desert, 
and are tlu; tK>st people in the world.** 

Our letter was deUvered to the itetomedico yesterday 
evening, and he told us this morning that he liad read 
it to the Pasha, whc^ catproBiii ng himsdf perfectly satisfied with 

still bqgged na to re-oonnder the matter; and shortly after 
this commimicatioii Abdin Caaheff sent a request to see ns. 

He received us vrith his usual poUteness; and after the neeessaiy 
tame had been wasted in duU pieliminariei^ became to the pdnti 
and be^^ as we suspected he would, an attempt to peisuade us 
to accept the protection of this convoy: we asked his advice as the 
fHend of En^ishmen, and the only person in the army to whom 
we would look for counsel or protection : however, he did little 
more than sing over again the song of yesterday, about the dan- 
gers of travelling through a half-couquered country, and con- 
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tinned vefy mgent widli us to fetnixL We lemained imatediilona 
at to die extent of die dangeri and ivilliiig to meet wliat little 
we leelly beUeved to exiat He then entered at great length 
into a TBiiety of details, to prove that our advance would be 

inconvenient aud diflicull, and lo return, after a certain time, 
impossible : these objections were only removed to be more 
atronglj^ rejiealed, and in the warmest and most friendly manner ; 
this did not alter our resolution, and it was not till we were con- 
vinced, that, resolve as we might, we should not be allowed to 
proceed one inch farther, that we felt any weight in arguments, 
which were likely to be so well enforced. We then inquirwl, 
whether, on the return of one of us to Cairo^ the other would be 
allowed to continue with the army ? And on receiving an inatant 
and decided negative^ oould oolj perBiat in our wish to return 
water; and as Abdin ww no objeeti<Hi to tlu% tlie doctor waa 
diflpatehed to the Paaha todaim his pfomise of a boat to convey 
na down to the cataiacta. Hia Hig|meM anaweied, to oar great 
anipria^ by a pontile leftunl, tihua letractin^ without, any 
diange of dremnataaoea, hia w<»d of ycaterday. It ia aii^gular, 
that^ in the only tranaaetkm he probably ever had with two 
lEiigliAiiMwi, whom, firom hia respect for their nation, he waa 
evidraidy very unwilling to ofiend, he ahodd have diipenaed 
widi the very virtue fi» whidi Turka prafeaa to reqiect ua 
most. 

There was now no alternative ; we endeavoured, therefore, to 



164 



Amor CAflHBFF. 



ofmaoLe ourselves by obtaining a respite of two days to finidi oi|r 
plaiiB of the aiitu|uitieB; and have plearaie in addiii^ thati the 
matter of our letum bong onoe deraded, the greateat tibeialily 
waa shewn in providing va, fiee from every e^enie^ widi aD 
kinda of neoeamriea fi>r the jouiney. Abdin himaelf pfeaente4 
ua with a aadc of veiy fine white biaeuit fbr our Inzoriea : our 
request to he fumiahed with two honei^ a tent, some Sheygy'a 
laneesi and a small granite status Ijing among the niiiiB^ were 
mooesaivdymadeandaooaEded; and weweie rq^eatedlyanared, 
that the escort was to he phused, aa ftr as our safety mi^t allow, 
entirely at our disposal; and that we were to follow, as we desired, 
the left bank uf llie river all the way down. Abdin ako advanced 
us a suiu of money on the letter of Mr. Brine, for which he 
woidd take no \sritten receipt whatever*, airing us that he 
would have done the same service to any Enplislunau with out 
any letter. It is singular, however, that though, before we 
asked him for the money, we purpc^ely got rid of the doctor, 
ihe veiy peiaon whom he selected to coimt the money, with his 
secretm y, and bring it to our tent, was the doctor himself. 

It seemed our fiite to h a u n t ed by this man to the laat ; and 
it is diffioiU to say whether we sie not obliged to him &r our 
T1117 liTiininiraMff disminml frmm tfrr rwrjt "f ¥* "'g*******. 

*We learot afterwards thit he had written to order tbe money (about My 
' pounds) to ba dirtribntod among thow of hi* «ld •errMitt iad aokHcn, wlw 
nntindl at liiiml^ his bto f9wni^ 
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must hate those who despise them ; and to him, perhaps, it* 
a sufficient offence that we wen- a( (^uiLinUid ^vith his character : 
and yet his interest, to wlucli all ius jiaHsions were whoUy sub- 
servient, would sei;m likely to have disposed him in our favour. 
It was natural, on the other hand, that the Pasha himself should 
wish to disburden himseli' of a party of men who, not being in 
his service, could be in no way useful, and even in some degree 
independent of hiiDt and who, beddes, were Christians ; for Ismael 
is fiur from p owiewrin ^ on these subjects, his father's liboality of 
opinions. Moreover, he prabablj itill nourished Mnne secret 
derigps agMiMit Abyaniua, a oountiy nader the nippoBed p«v 
tectioii of Ei^Iaiidr-iro diould beoonie^ he mnild lanq^, in lihit 
OMC^ so nuniy spies on his intentioiu— ires it prudmi, Ihen, to 
esny us aloQg viUi him? Such leaaoos would be soAeieut 
to mduoe him to fbrm a tesohition, whidi he deteimiiied to 
eBeente with like utmost mildnesB and libexailiiy, and to gne 
Am^ as mudk as posnUe^ the appeaianoe of persuasion. 

Poor lUMOgnoy, who conaidered the death of has friend. Gentile 
as a kind of pielade to his own, be^ed eameslfy far permisnon 
to letuin with ns ; but as he was now the only remaining leedi 
who had received the slightest instruction in medical lore, liis 
services were judged to o valu^ible to be dispensed with. He 
talked of a thousand piastres, which he was to touch in part of 
payment from On Protometiico, and which he would trouble us 
to deliver to his wile— it is needless to add that we were never so 

X a 
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tnmbteiL WeprafeaaedoiizselTesieBdy toddiTertotheBritldi 
Consul, as we had pronused* his statement of the drciiiiistanoes 

of the death of Gentile, on the fair condition of being allowed to 
liike also the Protomedico's answer to the charges it contained 
against liiin ; this was contrary to Italian notions of justice, and 
the offer was in consequence declined 
_ We crossed llie river earlv, and passed an inti t> simg, 

though laborious, day among the temples. Mr. lian- 
bury returned to the tent in the afternoon, to prepare for our 
departure ; I spent the evening and night in the apothecary's 
tent, our former lodging, where I was hospitably received by ■ 
Caiiitie Amb^ who, having indulged himself in abundant pots- 
tiiHU of boosB, placed before me several calabashes of thai 
xefiNeahing liquor, whieh made an agieeabie mfinngement on the 
ttanal sobriety <if an Aiabic meaL 

At dsy-^neak I rniewed, with Jamei^ my oocupationB 

among the pyiamid^ which were just finished when I 
leoebed a summons from my fiiend to lebim to the other aide ; 
a part of the troops wete to be advanced in the evenii^ 
and Hie moment was oonsideied Ikvouiable for the safety of us 
and our convoy to set off in the oppomte direction. I brouj^t 
over with me the little granite statue before-mentioned, which 
was promised to be sent down for iis by the first boat that 
siiould return to Cairo. It will be curious, as a specimen of 
Ethiopian sculpture, which, whether it be or no the origin of 
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that of Egypt, seenui, at leaat, to have been not at all inferior to 
it A small acarabee, etacdy resemUing those ooramoiily found 

in Egypt, ia Ae only piece of antiquity that we were able to 
carry away. The Protomedico, who gave it to Mr. iianbury, 
assured him that he had received it from a native only a day or 
two before ; though he may have invente<l this story to enhance 
the value of Ilia present. Wc made several unsuccessful in- 
quiries among the inhabitants, es|i€cially the female part of 
them, for such cariosities, nor rotild we ever observe any, where 
they were most hkely lo be found, among the ornaments of 
their persons. W'c learnt, however, from a variety of quaiters, 
that there were three or four small, but perfect, granite Statues, 
which had stood from time immemorial before the excavated 
temple of £1 Berkel^ but which the Sheygy'a earned away with 
them in thdr flight Thus have the marvellous works of 
pagpinigm been conaeoatod by the ignomnoe of the Faitbfii], 
and what were only the adnuiatkm of the inhahitanta <^Na(pata, 
have become the palladia of their poateiity. 

In the afteniooii, Mr. Hanbury made the Padia a farewell 
vint, and was leeeived with the usaaL eooiplinientB. I was not 
very weD; and, in any caa^ am not sure that I felt at diat time 
suffioently obliged, to bun to put mysdf to the troiible of pay- 
ing him a visit of ceremony. 

I was not a little surprised, on ray return to tiie Christian 
part of the camp, to be assured that this was Christmas-day. 
Greeks and Catholics were united on tliis point, and they so 
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larelj agree wlieii a diJBsMiioe u poMibl^ tliat we oonoeded to 
their conconenoe the aocoracy of our joamals, and eaxue into a 
bdief that two days had passed by us unnoted*. We accord- 
ingly made such additions as we could to our usual repast, and 
invited Prince -Am no to |xartake of it -with us. We leamt from 
iiiiii, that he ha(i tuuiitl four Corinthian pillars, with the cross 
on the capital, by the river near Merawe, a little higlier up than 
the place where we left the boat. Thene are the hi^L^'lu rem- 
nants of ( hristianity that have yet been discovered on the 
banks of tlie Nile. 

Our old commander and fiiend having at length brought up 
iitt aluggiah squadron, presents himself this evening to take 
leave cf in. He had been endeavouring to collect one humdiied 
piastres, to send down by us to his wifie^ We engaged to ad- 
vance her that sum, which he was to tepay to the Frotomedioa^ 
to he kid out fbrns in tzifling artielieB ot antiquity or enxioaty. 
He refused all wiitten promise on our pail^ aayimg^ that he 
knew that «■ an Englishman would rather die than fanak his 
wofd." 

I shall in this place collect, and, as much as possible^ eondeMe, 
die obsemtiont made faj ua in our fariona vintB to the nam, 
which weie Ibuod in the^ndnity of Hae campb 

The leroains of antiquity whidi lie at the Ibot of Djebd el 

* On our return to mofs «i«ilned eooatries, we were agttia amnicd <0 find that 

our original calculation was right, and that wc b i !, tin rtf re, in coamHW with all 
about U8, anticipated by two days the celebration ot tiiat ie«tival. 
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Berlod aie of two Idndft^-^emples, or other paUic biiOdings, and 
pyramids ; the former, wliidi ham oniamented llie dty of the 

living are situated towards the river, on the S.E. side of the 

mount;iin, ami all tlu grcmnd about them, for several acres, is 
scattered over with broken pottery ; tlie latter, which have been 
the receptacles and monuments of the dead, are on tlie W. and 
N.W. side, farther from the Mile, among the sands and rocks of 
the Desert. 

The mountain itself is about a mile and a half from the river, 
whose banks are nowhere more fertile than there; it is of con- 
adwmb^fe hdght and solitary, and there is an irregularity in its 
outline, and a boldness in its precipitous sides, which stron|^y 
fix the ittCBi t it M ^ «nd vender it worthy to have fiimiahed mate- 
liab finr Uie hidiiatiy of an enfiglkteiied people^ and habitataona 
lor Urn goda of Ethiopu. 

1. Templea of DpebeL d BerkeL— Hie ranama of aemi or 
ei^t etome boildiiigs may (till be traced in the Tidnity of the 
mwnitaini or actually evsatated in the rack. I shall mention 
them in ozder» hfffltwmg nijih. the meat noKthcilj. 

(A.) Hera are the hmea, cr parte of the ahall^ of thirty-four 
pillars, varying firam two ftet two indtes to two feet five indiea 
in diameter: mmf of tiiem scarcely appear above the level of 
the sand, which conceals the rest of the colonnade, and th&te is 
no one of which any considcrabk jjortion remains ; even their 
fragments lun e been removed. The foundation of a stone wall x 
may in part be traced at the S.£. end, wbne piob^y was the 
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entcanoe; the existenoe of aide walls can onfy be oonjectuied 
ftom thelieapB of crumliled iandstoiie mixed with peoesof iim»> 
tar, which lie about the temple. It would be uadeBS to Bpeea- 
Iste on the proboUe oonstructioii <^ a buildiiict whooe niim aie 
80 very inoonadexable. 

lie Temains marked (B) begin two hundred and mrty feet to 
the West of (A), aiid are even less intelligible; they appear, 
however, to be tliosi- of a tt.uiplt , ai ihc N.X.K. end of which 
have stood bix piUars, \s hose buses may still be observed there. 
Two or three Egyjitian ra})itals are lying in different places, and 
near the centre ot tiie elevation, ap|>arently formed liy the ruins 
of one large building, are jxirts of tliree otlier columns. 

Kighty paces S.S.W. from the extremity of this heap of broken 
stones and pottery, is the exterior wall of the temple (C^ whoae 
dimensions are perhapa not inferior to those of any exiting 
lemains of antiquity* 

The principal entrance was at a, looking towards the Nile ; it 
is fifteen feet two indies in width, and that cf the front waU% of 
ivliich the greater port atitt eadst8» is twaity-thne feet mne 
inches. The HmimMiftna of the first diamber ave ime hundred 
and forty-seven feet by one hundred and eleven feet rix inches. 
On the ijgfitAamliiidp, at the distanoe of tardve feet seven inches 
from the waD, are the fragments of four pallar^ fonning part of 
a row, to idiidi then waii^ no doubt» one craiesponding on the 
o^msiteaida Theb diameter is five feet seven indies snd three 
quarters, and the distance between the first and second is nine 
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feet liiiie iiiclie.s and a half, between the second and third is five 
feet seven inclu's ; and between the third and fourth five feet 
three inches. There are a few hiemylvjiliic s still visible on the 
wall close by, but those on the pillars tliemselves are entirely 
effaced. 

The second chamber is not so regular, as it contains the 
remains of a wall 6 running parallel to the intarior wall, and 
and thirty-two feet distant from it, bearing figmw and hiero> 
glyphks. Parts of nine pillars of the colonnade c may still be 
oliaerved, but the fiffthestof the interiorrow is the only one that 
is entile; thoa|^ only twenty-lour fbet nme inchea in height^ it 
» con^oaed of sixteen layers off stones; the diameter of diese 
pillars is five feet three inches, and the distance between them 
varies firom dx to eight feeL The row of pollazs^ of wfaidi ihe 
feur marked d finrmed a port, seems to hare been indqwndent of 
the other odonnade^ as it is thirteen ftet .distant fiom the exterior 
wall, and if pralonged would pasa between the first and seoond 
row of the paUars e. They are five feet five inches in diameter, 
and nine feet ten indies is the distance between them. At e has 
been a staircase within the wall, leading originally to the top of 
the building ; the waU is now so much ruined, that the steps in 
its interior are, in many places, exjwsed ; there are some de- 
hced figures and hieroLilypliics at <t>. The whole chainbt r sc t ins 
to have measiu-ed one liiindred and twenty-three feet three inches 
by one hundred and two feet ten inches; the wall / is only a 
huge heap of rnins. 
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The iSM. diamber u much leas, being only forty-six Ibet mx 
inches in length, and of shout the same width ; it cantainecl a 

row of five pillars on each side, and between each of those on 
the right is a sculptured pedestal, two feet one inch square, 
where statues have formerly stood ; there are pedestals similarly 
situated in the second chamber of the temple of Osiris at EbsAm- 
bal, and there, as here, ii" I mistake not, only on the rijcrht side. 

The pillars are three feet ten inches apart, and four teet two 
inches in diameter. The wall of this chamber seems, on the right 
side^ to have been clof;e l^ehiad the pillars, and to liave l>een 
again separated from the exterior wall by a smaller room of 
thirty-thxiee feet by nineteen feet three inches ; there is no sudi 
intervening wall and room discoverable on the \vh mde, where 
the pillars are distant thirteen lieet sixinehea tcom the outer wall 
of the temfl^ iriiidi is also that of die ehamber. 

The dimensions of the fourth ehamber aie fiftjr>nine feet 
seven indiea by finvteen feet fire indiesL It oontains a Uadt 
granite pedestd, five feet square beaotifiiJly scalptuied, but on 
two aidea madk btoken and dKsfignred. Hie few disoCTufale 
seu^fituiea on the walk bear ntaika of great care in die execu- 
tkn. Here stood, no doub^ die statue of the god to wbom 
the temple was dedicated, or the king by whom it was erected. 

On the left of this chamber, separated from it by two or three 
little cells, is a fifth chamber, measuring forty-eight feet three 
indies by twenty-four feet eight inches, and containing a similar 
and lai^r pedestal, eight feet four inches square, and less 
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ingured, and dmtiiiecl, of ooiiiw^ to the Hune pnzpoae with the 
other. The hole% by vhicb the statue has been joined to it> 
are still ohaembk. On the Hglit side of the finirtfa chainber 
aie thiee imall looms, oontaining, respectively, the remaina of 
fimr, three, and two pillars; those marked g are three feet 
seven inches in diameter and four feet eight inches apart ; the 
three A measure two feet eleven inches in diameter ; and the 
two at k only two feet ten inches : the distance between them 
is six feet. 

The sixth and last ehain!>er is separalifl irom tlie fourth by 
two walls with a narrow passage (seven feet two inches in 
width) between them. It is twenty-five feet eight inches in 
length and nine feet broad, and commmucat^ by a door m with 
the two httle rooms on the right ; they are six feet nine inches 
wide, and respectively twelve feet three inches and ten feet 
mx inches in length. A single chamber of thirty-six feet fear 
inches by ten feet oceii[iies the space between the sixth diamber 
and the exterior wall on its left. The dotted line denotes a 
smaller interior waD, joining and nmnii^ fay the side of the 
great naD, but cf a ^Stteteat 9g6 and aicfaitectnie. 

The temple is on the whole about fear hundred and fi^ feet 
long^ indnding Hbe thidoiesa of the waUsi and one hundred 
and fifty-nine feet wide; but is anfertunatdy so muoli mined, 
as to retain nothing of its ancient grandeur and beauty, and to 
have required several examinations to enable me to fefm the 
ground-plan, which is given with some diffidence. Of two &ct8 
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only reqiectiiig it do I fed certain : that its pveaent lemaiiui 
are the work of very diflferent^ and probably distant, periods; 
and that even in the oompositkui of diose parts (such as the 
propylon and estaim wall), ^dnch belonged indisputably to 
the original building, many stones were employed, which had 
been taken from some more ancient edifice. Tlir discoverj' of 
a sculptured stone among the mortar in thu luiddie ot the thick 
outer wall proves tliis point, wliilc the extreme irreguliirity of 
the foundations of the walL> and position of some of the columns 
leave no doubt of the other. Whether these anomalous ymits 
have been additions, or whether they were parts of some older 
temple lett to stand as chambers in the larger one erected on its 
site, remains uncertain ; the existence of the dotted wall, and 
the deviations from regularity in the dixection of the outer wall, 
indine me to the latter opinion. The pvopjb are much ruined^ 
and even ihe entire partionB of them are longh and eztvemdy 
daoompoae^ resembling more nearly Uie front of the tenqile of 
SetMoa than any other remains of NuUa or Egypt. 

Some parts of figures may stiU he traced on-the'inside of the 
second pcwtail, hut in most ineiq^icahle coafiuian ; 'tfiehead of 
one appears in the place whidi ought neceaBarOy to be occt^ied 
by the &et of die one above it; and 1^ and anna appear to 
be distributed with equal dBiiegard to nature; aD, however, are 
so estremely deftced, that I had rather believe my senses to 
have been deceived, than that such dMurdities have been 
allowed to disgrace one of the noblest buildings ever erected. 
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One figure, the dhdnity, six or ei|^t feet in lieigbt, w veiy 
dueemible^ and aiiilleient to prove that the wall has not been 
mUnfy oorapoeed of old materials thrown negligently t<^thM, 
as might otherwise have heen suspectcd- 

The granite i>edestals are extremely well sculptured, as are 
some broken aphiiixes lying in different parl» of the ruins. The 
statues which have omamented this temple, may still be buried 
under the ruins, and would be found near the pedestals where 
they have stood. We saw nothing whence we could decide, with 
any certaiuty, to wliat dinnity the temple was dediaited. 

There is part of a ruined wall, of no great antiquity, at the 
'^T'l^'ffl*** of two hundred and ten feet to the S.E. of the en- 
trance; and three hundred feet East of the wall is a pillar, 
deven feet two indies in height and seven feet nine indies in 
drcumfeience. 

In the midst of these ruins we ibimd die corpse of an Arab^ 
who seemed to have taken refbg^ there as in a hxAy plao^ of 
whidi the sanctily had not been respected hj his puisuers. It 
was a horrible refleetion» diat tibese numumenta of the peacefiil 
ghny of antiquity diould have been discoveied only by means 
of carnage and massacre; that^ alter marching over human 
corpses to arrive at them, we should have found one of the vic- 
tims of war even among the temples, whidi we ooold not 
otherwise have visited, and diat the very stones that we wa« 
studying should he polluted with blood. 

Close to the S.W. side of the great temple are the remains of 
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a bdlding (D) oontBuung at « « stone pedestal five feet three 
inches aquare ; the wall is dereti &et three mdbes in tlndciiesB; 
the whole length serenty-thiee ftet six indies; and the width 
of the fixst chamber icaty-'two feet mx, indies. Hcae aie parts 
o£ lour pillar^ of wfaidi the two on tiie left nde are nearer to 
the middle of the dtamber, and have square hasea. Near the • 
pedestal are lying some fragments of broken odumns^ and there 
are aome aou^ptarea en the waUas we perticuhily obaerved the 
arms of a woman, beaiitilhlly soft and natural There are foun- 
dations of some old walls about the building, one of which has 
l)eeii entirely dug up, mid the stoueii wliich formed it have 
been carried away. 

About forty yards N.W. of (D) are the remains of a temj)le, 
of which all die inner chaiiibi i s appear to have been crushed 
by the faU of part of the mountain. The jwrtail is in better 
preservation than that of the large temple, and is in one part 
perfect to the top. It has been dedicated to Jiqpiter Ammon. 
We distinguished the figure of the ram sitting on an altar-pieoe; 
and on the front of the portail, on the right side, is a thirteen- 
headed Briareuib under the hand of the victor ; they are in Uk 
preaenee of a young divinity with a thin beard, and not of 
the hawhJieaded Ositis, as is usual in Egypt The weapon in 
the hand of the god is of the same fiwm with that which he is 
represented aa extending in Egyptian and Nubian sculptures, 
with this difibrenoe^ that it has here the lam's head with the 
baU on i1^ at the end. We observed, in another plao^ a 
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figure bringiiig offieEiDgii of ntea, aa is oommon in Egypt and 

Nubia. 

The fint cfaamber only can be tnce^ and it appean to banne 
been liurty-one feet two indbes in length, and fiMrty-one feet five 
indieB in width; the ground b^ond, wbeie llie feat of the 
tempte haa 8tood» ia oovefed with immenae fieagmmta of to6k» 

Very near to (E), to the Nmrth, aie the foina of a amall 
edifice, of which two walls and three hrolEen pallan (two ftet 
aiz indiea in diameter) only ramain. I obaerved nohieroglyphica 
thoat it» and ahould have supposed it to be a part of (E), but 
that it Hea a Utile beyond the extremity of the portail, wfaidi ia 
wdl nariced. 

About a hundred yards West of (D) stands the temple (F), of 
which the two first chambers are of masonry, aiiti ilie four inte- 
rior are excavated in the solid rock, resembling in this respect 
the temples of G}Tshe, beboua, and Derr, in Nubia. 

The first cliamber is forty-five feet wide, and alx>ut forty in 
length ; it contains four rows of pillars with four in each row ; 
those of the two mner rows are square on round bases, those 
nearer the wall are round ; their diameter is four feet, and that 
of the baae five, and before them atand figures of the bearded 
Bacchus, as represented in the annexed Plate ; the monster, 
there very imperfectly delineated» measures four feet two indies 
across the hips. 

In the second chamber are two rows of two pillars each ; these 
are all round, and theur diaaieter ia three feet aiz inehei^ and 
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four feet seven inches is the distance between thean, and tliar 
height about l ighteen feet ; thfij are all aculptuied, and bear the 
las capital of low relief but very good execution. 

The thiid chamber ia in the: solid rock, and the loof is sns- 
tained by two square ooluimi8» before which* Bacchus pM. 
sentedhinuelf to us^ in ruder 'scul^ituie fhan befere; the bties 
of the piUars are five feet five inches* square^ and the hei^t of 
the figure to the top of the head is tax feet deven inches. The 
kind of ardutrave above is covmd with hieroglyphicBy and ^ 
colours teauin wary firesh on the pkiter heic^ as well as in other 
parts of die temple. 

The walls are ornamented with sculptures ; on die li^t ride 
Jupiter Amnion is seated, and Horns oi^ the left ; a figure of 
Isis is represented standing behind each of these dinnities. 

The dimensions of the fourth diamber, or adytum, are twenty- 
two feet eleven inches by twelve feet five inches ; two smaller 
chambers, tlie one seven feet three inches, and the other seven 
feet eight inches in witlth, are on either side of it, into which a 
passage lias been forcetl at x from the adytum, though earh has 
a separate entrance, independent of that of the chamber between 
them. 

On tlie right side of the adytum apprnr Jiipitcr Animnn, Tsis, 
Apis, and Osiris, with the heads of tin- Fiawk and ibis; Horus 
fthe young divinity with the long thin beard) and Isis; the 
cloaked figure with ofiexingai Mendes* and a warrior with the 

* See tfiekftflguwUilhe Plata. 
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omamented oorn^measui^ are sculptured on the left — the tint 
figure on eadi ode ia a man pceaenting offerings ; and in die ftr 
comer, on ihe right, is a horned amiiia], mdi die ball on his 

head, reposing on a kind of pedestal, with a branch growinf^ up 
before it, ol which the leaves most nearly resemble those ot the 
tiouin-tree. 

Of the two chaiiilw r- by the side of the adytum, the lefl has 
similar figures, but smaller, an<! of worse execution ; in the other, 
those on the hift are merely outlines, and the right wall has no 
sculptures whatever. The style in which the figures are executed 
most neady resembles that of the ornaments of the temple of 
Derr in Xubia ; it is perhaps even less bold and varied, and from 
the absence of historical subjectn the sculptures a re less interesting. 

The entrance faces the £.S.£. neaily. This temple is mudi 
mosx perfect than the rest, and measures about one hundred feet 
in length; it was probably 'dedicated to Baochus, thou^ uniting 
rcproocntatiwis of nearly all the gods of Egypt. 

Not ten yards to the South of this building is another (G), 
mmilar to it, but smaller; and in this respect diflferent^ that fire 
of its six chambers are cut in the rode* and the other, the first, 
which is thir^-sixfeet square^ stands oa an artifidal stone founds* 
don, by which it is etevated to the hdght of the rock in which 
die others are excavated. The wall separating the second cham- 
ber fltnn the first is solid, but of no great thickness ; the chamber 
measures twenty feet five inches by twenty-one feet six inches, 
and contauib the remains of four round pillars, whose diameter is 
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two fSeet five indiea. The thud cbamber hi only ten feet nine 
incheB in length, and of nearly the aame width aa the secoiuL 
The fourth* or adytum, ts twelve feet fear indiea long, and tea 
feet eight inches wide. Of the two smaller ones on each side of 
it, the one is four feet three inches in w idtli, ;iiid the other oul)- 
three feet nine inches: at the end ol ( u h is a stone bench, two 
feet in height, where statues may formerly have been erected. 
The height of the solid roof, which is now in most places tkllen 
in, was eleven feet seven inches. 

On the back wall of the room, on tlie riglit of tlie adytum, 
appear two defaced figures of Jupiter Ammon, and tlie young 
divinity whom I have called Ilorus. There are vestiges of hiero- 
glyphics in all the chambera. Above the rock, which forms the 
back wall of the adytum, are aiz or eight layera of stones, of 
different nae^ and of the rudeat architecture, erected poaaibly 
aa a defence againat firagmcnt<^ which might roll down upon the 
temple from the mountain behind. The walla of the ceUaaacd 
. b have in two or duree plaoea been lepaiied, andlkoed widi aton^ 
on which are hievoglyphioa. There are aome ^edmena of the 
aame kind of patdiwark om the firant of die rodi, in whidi the 
temple of Gyvdie^ in Nubia, ia eoeoaivated. The elevated dumiber 
in front may have been die addition of a kter age; aa in temple 
(F) the atatue of Baodiu^ and the capital or onuunent on ita head, 
are better executed and finiahed than the figures aculptured on 
the walla vridun. From the aimplidty of the maaoniy, feom 
the mdeneaa and decay of the remuning aculptuie^ and from 



Digitized by Google 



PYRAMIDS OF DJEBBL EL BERKBL 



171 



the nggednett and deoompodtioo of the nn&Ua, thou^ they had 
been ahelteied prabably for ag^ by the solid rock from die aun 
end wind, I am inclined to believe that ihis u older than any of 
the templea of Egypt, or even Nubia. 

We observed nowhere any acu^tuiea that had been inten- 
tionaUy eraaed or disfigured; proving, I thhik, that the ruins 
were in their present state when Chxiatianity was introduced into 
the tioimtiy. The idols were already faroken, and the ravagesof 
time^ or of war, had been ao dftrtiiial, that they needed not the 
band of ftnatjdam to oonplete Ihcni. 

About a hundred yards South of this temple is a large Arab 
burial-ground, in the middle of whicli is a four-sided enclosure, 
uncovere<l, and contaiiiing four graves ; the walk arc built of 
stones brought from the ruins, and those apj)ear to have been 
selected, on which the sculptures are least defaced, and the 
colours most Iresh and brilliant. On ont^ is a very fine head, of a 
briglit yellow ; others are inscribed with Arabic letters, mixed 
with the liicroglyphics. 

This place had been the habitation of a saint, and liis corpse 
was then lying at the door ; it had been slightly covered with 
sand, but the jackals had discovered and dragged it out, and 
torn and in part devoured it I scattered a little earth over it 
. ai^cratitaouily and naeleMly, for the earth waa removed in the 
' night, and the wild beasts renewed thdr levela. 

9L FyramidacfiycliddBcarlnL^The pyramids stand oil the 
W. and N.W. side cf the mountain, and are seventeen in num- 
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het. Of these att aie mudi inftrioar in aise td tliiMe of Eg>-pt, 
and some are reduced to shapdeis rains. 

The base <^ the largest a is dghty-one feet square, but it 
had sufiered too much from time to enable us to ascertain ite 
height. Of tliosc inuiieiliatcly surrounding ii, one only b mea- 
sures thirty-four feet iii base, and such of the others aa caa be 
at all accurately cxamintxi hardly exceed Uvtiity feet. 

Another body, situated about three hundred yards to the north 
of these, presented objects of gi-eater interest. 'J'he Jirst, or most 
northerly, from the top of which the annexed plan was taken, 
is nearly perfect, and measures thirty-six fix-t square, and forty 
feet in height. The »econd, which is only ten yards to the S. W. of 
the firet, exceeds it by only two feet iji height and in base ; it 
has thia distinction, that on the S.W. side there is attached to 
it a portico, or small chamber, of fifteen leet in length, covered 
with an arched roo^ of which the greater part has iaUen in ; its 
widthi vhere the apan of tlie ardi begins is five ftet eij^t 
inchea; die middle of the bioken wall WM nude np of SKWtar and 
small atonesi and the pcwdco is almost entiidy filled wiUi aand. 
The tiardt whidi is tldrtgr-diree feet eight indwa in faase^ and 
Jbrty-eight feet hi^ haa alao an ardbed portioob which is atiU 
peifect^ and whose width is six feet rix tndMs. There is a sne> 
cession of small figures in piooeanon just bdow the begimung of 
the arch. The female figure widi the outspread wings so common 
in Egj'pt, is at the md of the xi^t wsB three feet in height, and 
near her are two others, somewhat larger: three noilar figures 
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correspond to these, on the opposite side ; all the rest is covered 
with sand. TIil \ aiiltis not scul2)tured. There are the bases 
of five sniuU piUat-s, so close as to touch each other, standing on 
the right before the portico ; they may have fonned part of a 
foundation like that on which the vestibule of temple (G) was 
erected- There are ruins Inlore the portico, as of a small 
chamber that has been »le*itroy<>(l. In the front of this pyramid, 
and near its top, are three round holes, of no great depth, in 
which some ornament lias been fixed witli a' strong cement ; a 
bit of granite remains in one of them ; one such incision 
18 visible also on the second pjzamid. The fourth, which 
stands fifty-four feet three indieB SJE. of the third, is rather 
Larger, measuring fifly-two feet Bqoare in base, and fifty-three 
feet in hei^t. It has also a portioo, eight feet wide, but with 
a fkA roof; it is a good deal injiued, and eompletely filled with 
sand. The jfflft is the most perfect and interesting of all the 
pyiamids; its portioo haa alao a flat mo^ and has nearly the 
same dimeiui<»i8 vitii that of the third; it is ainiilaily <niia> 
mented, and the scalptures seem even to have been executed with 
greater caie. A part of the wall at the end haa been so oanred 
as to have the qipearanoe of a door* fidng the entianoe^ and 
leading into the body of die {ir^nmid. This haa^ in Bome agp 

* I hate obmnrad time ioatanceB of similar false doors in Nul>ia ; one is sculp- 
tured in the outer waJl at the end of the temple of Dakke, and the w all haa been 
broken through in that place as in the described portico; the corresponding part 
of llw mU ii not nadlaify onninMitod on thft iKude, but it wrand irith fho 
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or other, emted the euriod^ or tlw wtaaee of the naitrrw, $aA 
they have finced out eome stones fiom the wall; instead of an 
entianoe into die interior of the biuldin^ diey hsve discovered 
only the solid pymnud; to whidi, when eomplete^ the portioo 
had been addedt as a chapel, to oonaecrste thewhple. The 
pyramids tfaenuelres are not seulptmed, and to judge flrom the 
architecture and the materials employed (a very fine sand-stone), 
I can see no reason to believe, that the!?e little temples are of a 
later age than the tombs to which Lliey are attached. The 
sacred boat appears sculptured over the false duor. On the 
right side, at the further extremity, is the figure of the Divinity 
seated on a stool, which is supported by a lion. In liis right 
hand is a bow. resembling that of tlie fugitiveh in thr rsca- 
vated temple of Kaiahshe, and other temples, I believe, both of 
Nxibia and Egypt. Wliat he holds with the bow was not (juite 
intelligible to us; it may, perhaps, be a musical instrument. 
The branch in his left hand resembles that of the palm, while 
the leaves on it are those of the doum tree. The small winged 
^gure stands behind him in the same situation, and of the 
same siae as in the portico of the third pyramid. A small 
figure is pieaenting an offisring to the divinity, bdiind whidi 
is a numba of smaller ones, bringing bnnehes^ sndi as are 

usual mylliological representations. There is a second, out of which one stone 
only has b««u forced, at the bottom of the small temple of Dandour ; but the 
tUfdml mM peiftet qpecanen of Oie fUae door it in iho iioiilienunoot temple 
atTrfb, ModitliiuiuiliiiMdtiieMnio'riolenoeMdwotliertwo. 
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represented in the band of the god, and Barest and ynaea, and 
hkdB. Some of litem sre femak^ and have a kind of stod 
before them, on which thqr are perfbmung some labour. The 
principal figures on the left aide are nearly the same as thoee on 
the other, and the amaller ones are dhiefly representations of 
women, stooping at thdr em^oyments ovnr the stoob described. 
There aieabo bending figures on die odier sid^ bu^ in general, 
more slightly inclined. Hie whole has been pautted. This 
portico reminded us mudi of the ehief tomb at Eilythyia, in 
Upper Egypt ; and though mudi inferior in the variety and 
interest of the subjects represented, does not at all yield in the 
style of their execution, which is more easy and graceful. The 
refiisal of the Pasha to allow us to einj)loy any workmen about 
the pyraiuids prevented us from clearing out the sand from 
this portico ; for^ though not so coiriplctcly choked up m the 
others, there remained still sufficient to render our examination 
of it very laborious. 

About the sixth pyramid we observed nothing importimt. Its 
base is thirty-one feet square, and the length of the portico six- 
teen feet It stands within ten feet of the fifth. 

A hundred and twenty-firar feet £.&£. from it is a heap of 
rublriah, whidi baa once been a small pyramid, and sixty-one feet 
beyond that stands the tsMnlA. Its base is fiftjr-feur feet aqvmn, 
and it has been bvilt of three stories^ fike one of those at 9aoc6ra ; 
it is now nearly in ruins. The sandstone^ of wliidi the pymmids 
aie built, is of a finer and firmer quality than that employed in 
the contraction of the temples. Three or finir of them have 
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suffered little from time, and towards tlie top of the two most 
perfect, we observed a smooth eavexin^ like that on the teoond 
pyramid of I^jiia. 

PYRAMIDS AT EL BELLAL, 

The pyramidfl of £1 Bell^ are situated on the left bank of the 
river, six or seven miles higher up than Djebd d BerkeJ. 

The plan (tf these pyranuds was taken from theaununit of iJie 
central one a, around whi^ die ethers Ibnn an irs^dar line 
standing all at some distjince from a, but seldom tut fifom each 
other. There are remiuiiB of neatly forty, of different aiaes; 
eleven of them are larger dian any of the perlect ones of Sjebel 
el Beikd, and the greater part of the rest are reduced to a 
mere mound of deoomposeAatcnie and gravel and sand. Thatof 
most importance in die and interest stands two hundred and 
twenty feet distant from a; its baae is one hundred and iaStj' 
two feet square, and its hciglit one hundred and three feet seven 
inches. It has been l)uilt iii stories, but is most curious from its 
containing within itself another pMainid of a different age, 
stone, and architecture. Tliis iiuenor buildinpf, wljich the other 
\mi enclosed like a case, seems to fonn about two-tliinLs of the 
whole structure : it is of neat workmanship, and is composed of 
a hard ligiii-coloured sandstone, more durable than that which, 
after sheltering it for ages, has at last decayed and fallen off, 
and left it once more exposed to the eyes of men. May it have 
happened, that some king of Ethiopia, jealous of the glory- oS 
one of his predeoesson, and wishing to eonoeal what he waa 
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unable to soxpaai^ has envcioped with bk own monimieiit the 
nMHUiment of hu rival, in his diivst for die ezduriTe poaaeidon 
cf that inmiortality, whidi was to be die destiny of nettber? 

Tbe pyramids c, d, e» and /, are the next in size, and measure 
respectively eighty-two, eighty-eight, eighty-five, and eighty-six 
f'et't square ; tlie heiglu of e, appears to be rather the 

loftiest of them, is seventy-tlirce feet eight inches. The bases 
of g- and h are of ecjual size, being seventy-nine feet each ; and 
those of k, /, and m, are sixty-six, fifty-seven, and seventy 
feet n'>]:K'riively. 

The distance from b to / is two hundred and eighty-two feet ; 
that from / to k one hundred and nineteen teet, and from ktoc 
two hundred and twenty-six feet ; and the extreme length, from 
the chu^ of ruins at « to the pyramid A» is about one thonaand 
feet 

These jfyxanuds appear to be of hi|^ antiquity than thoie 
of I3$ebel el Betkel» and poraaent^ in genenl a morn ruinoius ap- 
pcaiance than the most mined of thooe at Saoc&ES ; the softer 
quality of the material may for^gf account for this. Many of 
are reduced to heaps of quarts and other stones; some^ 
however* are of a harder substsno^ but even those have so 
reasted the ages that have passed over diem, that the exterior 
ooatii^ bj vrbidi some of tbe largest sppear to have been 
covered, is entirely crumbled vHS, and even the li^yen^ to aome 
depdi irithin, have in many instances Men away : mud appears 
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to ham been used for ociii«nt Fiom. wamB kucge itonM 
found near one of the eaBtenu&ost pjiamidi» we oonjeetnied, 
that it hadpowe a wd an entnnoe ftcing the » point nhidi 
we weie UDhapfMly not aUowed the means of aaoertaming. 

The pjntumds of El BeUil, like tlioae of 351 Beekel, Saee^ 
and I]|jiat» aie aituatad on a voAf place aunounded bgr iaiid» 
and on the edge of ihe Deaert ; aspot Btlecfced foe the dend by 
tiie veneiation of dieb aamvon^ that they might dwell qiart 
in MOfitily and in aditude. Thia is only one out of many in* 
stances of enincwlffnoe in enatoms, genius, and nllgiai^ between 
the andent Etftdopians and Egyptians. Tlie govemment of 
Meroe was a more complete and a moEtft dunhle hieraiehy than 
that of Mem])his : a coUege of priests elected their sovereign, 
and, when they thought that lie had reigned long enough, sent 
a messenger to command him to die - , and it was not till the 
1^ of the second Ptolemy, that a king named Ergamenes, who 
had studied philosophy in Greece, had the courage to simplify 
tl)e government by a massacre of the priests. Hieroglyphical 
symbols were common to both nations; the nature of their 

♦ Stoat :, V'h. \vi 'Ej Ki ri] Mipvt) xupwiTinjw ri^iv IrujfW ol Upttg t4 

&YYi\w, xa) xaiirraurcLP ourr cunw en^'jv. Sr. ife. 

Diodor. Sic, lib. iii. sect. 6. : Kara r'av oivri^v IlroXcpuov o ^ariT^cv; tw» 
AAdmM Ef^yafjJyris, /*«T»<r;^v"i»' 'E»ipttiiff vjrayiig luA ^iXm^^nv, 
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wofshi^ in» die asnie^ and the same the divinitiea to whom h 
was diieeted*, the ininctpal diflfevenee faeiiig this— that while 
^Osifis held llie highest nnk among the geds of £gyp^ the 
wvm of the devout EthiopianBi- were addressed to Jupiter 
Ammoo. 

The question natitnUy praents itsdf-^ whidi of these two 
eooutries tibe worship oommon to bofli is indebted finr its 
origm ?— into which I ahaU oofy enter by eomparing a finr of 
the passages of andent antbora that bear most upon the suli- 

ject, and by a repetition of the opinions formed by me on 
the spot, with respect to tlie antiqiuty of the ruins already 
described. 

We learn jBnom HerodotusJ, that Seso^tris was the only 
Egyptian who was ever master of Ethiopia, and Sir ilxn) .s}>t!aks 
of a sacred mountnin m i .tluopia, where was a ti'inplc nf Jm^., 
built by that conqueror, from this araertion (and &om this 

* According to Herod, (u. 29.) the Ethiopiaiui wor&tupped Jupiter and Bacchus 
only} •ccordiog to Stnibo (lib. 17.) HenblM, Pan, «nd lais, rfAg dtxxo riw 
Diod. Sic. (iii. 8.) mentionB Isis, Pan, Uercnles, and Jupiter. Pan 
is, of course, Mendes (Herod , ii. 46.); the city of Panopolis in Upper Egypt con- 
tains the remains of a temple to that divinity. Representationa of Jupiter Ammon 
•wnot onfinequeot in Bgypdan leuplM; and dioiif^ OaiiU be not mentioiied bf 
any of thfsr authors, his d^re appears in two forms on the mQl of the moet 
perfect of the excavated temples at Djebcl el BerkeL 

t Herod., loc. cit. : rovrouf ii ituYa>Mis t^juSvi * aaj 0*^1 {taunT^iov Atog 
Mwirrqntt byiriraee neponieotlMir mUiluy eiqpedilioini 

X Lib. ii. no. 

i lib. xvi. p. 770. C. 
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only in History*,) it might for a moment be susjjrcted that 
Scsostris introduced into that country the religiou of Egypt ; 
Uic facts that destroy such a supposition are— y?r»<, the sliort 
duration of Egyptian influence in Etliiopia, which ceased at 
the d^th of the monarch who iiist planted it there ; and seems 
to have so little affected the power and energy of that kingdom, 
that in little more than a century afterwards we find the armies 
of Memnonf ledeendng the hfliwur of dieir fethexs^ and fan 
statues erected among the tempks of Thebes : llie ttconi is 
drawn from Herodotus himself who briefly menfioas^ that 
before the time of Sesostxis, there had been three hundred and 
thirty kings of Egypt, of tsAom €igkteen wre EMopioM* The 
numbers may be inoarrect, but if the proportiim be true^ it 
appears that in the earliest ages of which any events are r^ 
oorded in pro&ne hutcny, Egypt was oooasionally under the 
Bcq»tre of the monarcha of Ethiopia;]:, as it >ya8 afterwards for 
fifty yean undra that of Sabaeo. On the othor hand, Diodorus 
I9culus§ describes the Elhiopiana as a ^leople who had never 

• The story told by Jospphus, (lib. ii. f . 11.), of the takinir of Saba or Meroe, 
by Moaes, and the love conceived for him by the daughter of the Ethiopian 
noDtrch, Iim tlM air of « Ovecitnlklil*. The object of the expeditioo (and lonie 
such one najieilly have been nade) was to liberate Egypt from yvlce of the 

Ethiopians — provine; the previous superiority of the latter. 

t See Pliny : Clara et poteua etiam (Ethiopta) usque ad Trojana bcUa Memuone 
Kgaante, et Syiki iaperiluitt noitooqae littori «lati icgie Ceplin. 

I Diriflonis Siculus (lib. i. sect. 44 ) nipntions that fhfre had born Ethiopian 
as well as Persian and Macedooian kings of Egypt, though be reduces the number 
of Ao Bthiopau to four. 
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been conquered by any foreigner, and that against them only, 
amoQg men, Hercides and Bacchus had no success. It appears 
dear, then* that as far back as wc have any light from history, 
Ethiopia was a mighty kingdom, and unlikelj to have received its 
leligioa^rom a people to whom it not unftequently gave laws*. 

The age of kingB and pariests was pfeceded in Egypt* as in 
Gieece^ by tiuMe of goda and of heioei^ which were of ooune 
lepraaented to Herodotiu, and bdieved by iheir wotdiippen^ 
to be indigenous; wo, tihoae intnidaoed, at a miidi later period, 
Stam Egypt into Gxeeoe^ after being ooneeted of ihear fennality 
and extrava^mse^ were dumed as oii^nsl natives of the land, 
whexe tihey were only re-bom. But as the Egyptians never 
filled to remind the Grecians of their religious oliligpitions to 
tihem, so does it appear ftom a vexj curious passage in Diodorus 
Skulusf , that the Ethiopians boasted to have omiLur cbims on 
the giatitude of Egypt, ** For they say that the Egyptians are a 
eoloi^ fi»m fhemselve^ and that Oriris led the edony ; meaning 
that the aool of Egypt is only the mud of Ethiopia ; that their 

* Hie detotion of flie Atttomoli under PMumnetiehm «u of so late ft ikte, 

that the opinion tliat iht^y first iiitroJuced their reUgion into Ethiopia is hardly 
wortb refuting. Sabaco, maay years before, bad conquered Bgypt, in obedience 
to tbs ondet of Meroe (Herod. H. 139.). The barbaroiu end dtin-dad nttavee 
■re Mid, indeed, to hare been civilized by the TCSidenoe of those foreigners among 
them ; and so, in our time-, the hnlf-naked «»^*lri tf(ntT n{ Dtogolft wen begimuilg 
to imitate the cimIoom of the Mamelooks. 
t Iib.m.Met%3,4. Tbatattthorhad hniMif tMenin Bgyp^ Mid oonvoied 
priwltnd EthiorMiii. (Net 11.) 
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caatoanB*, pwtkukify with mpeot to the foneialB of the kiqg^ 
• aie alike; and thiitlJiediigieB of tfaevalBtiiaiaiid tfa^ 

their ktten aie £thif^iiBii— fiv of the two diaracten in we 
among Ae Egyptaanii that called the Tulgur is leaint by all; 
while the aacved eharaeter ia inteUigiUe only to the pneati^ who 
leamitin myataiyftomtheiTfiitheni; wheraaa off the EthiopiaiM 
4Me this chanactec" Thn^ tlieii» weze hiera^ypliici nodung 
more ihaai the eomnon writtrai hoigiiage of Ethiopia; and if 
tfaia he true (aa DiodoruB nema to bdieve), theie can be no 
doubt tespecting the origia of the rdjgioii. At an age ao 
diataat» that erai the reooida of McnphiB did not pwlnd to 
reach it, aome EthiopiaB oonquerar had tau^t hit wiinfaii» and 
oonseorated his language in Egyptf. 

Thus mudbi may, I think, be inferred from the very scanty 
infonnatioii afForded us by classical authors, and a consideration of 
what art probably the relative ages of the imtiqaities of the two 
countries will <x>nfirm the conclusion derived from that source. 

A people little removed from the Deluge|, and living in 

• Herod, (tt. 102.) mentioBi om coouaMi cutoio, ditt of draiiiiKinon> withoitt 
pretending to decide which of tilt bro fCOpk leavdt it ftwB die otber: AfXI^ 

t There appears to be one source (besides the study of hieroglyj^ucs) from 
whieh Kghtmqryet be thrawn ob flue euliject. The Amnoaians w«« a mixed 

colony of Egyptmiis and Ethiopians, and tpoite a mixed lanjruage. (Herod., ii. 42.> 
The discovery of any inscripUoa fu itnHUMMii wonU prolxtbly ksMl to the dceieion 
of lUaiiitensting (question. 
t See Bni««, vol. i. 
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dieftd of its letntii, MUglit lihe ndM of tlie moiiiitwi% and 
built Iheit habitstioiit in tihe solid rack: sndi were the oldest 
dwdfin^plioes of inc%- tlie pbwes of tiieir IoImnit^ thtiy atudiffi^ 
and tlieir lemabip; and when thej begm in aftertmes t» huaUd 
tgmpkn for their gods, wonld th^ not naturally make fbr them 
soBM larger excavatioa in the rock, that had bo long afltarded 
ahelter to thenudveB? If ao^ and I think it indiipatable^ the 
aeulptmed eamna of Gyiahe^ of Deir, and Efaa&mbal*, are of 
higher antiquity than the colmnna of niebeib and haveieoeiTOd 
the gods of Ethiopia in tiieir progreaa towaida tiia Novth. 
I believed at the time, and do stiO believe as ftr as can be 
judged fima mdeneas of masoniy and sculpture, and from the 
mere effect of time on ooloura figures, and even the siuface of 
the luird and solid rock, thai the smaller of the two excavated 
temples at Djebel el Berkei is much the oldest that I ever saw ; 
older by centuries than those of Nubia, or than the temple of 
Bacclui.s by lU mdc : now the few iigures and liieroglyphics yet 
visible there are exactly such as are found in greater pertection 
in Eg)i)t, 

By the same reasons I am led to suppose that the pyramid, as 
a sepulchral building, had also its origin in Ethiopia. The first 
pyramid is naturally of a later date than, the first temple. Not 
that tombs or cairns were not numerous before temples were ever 
thought o^ but becanae tiie construction of a pyramid requires 

* Eietptiiig^, pediapa, the tnapleof Otitis at Eb^^ 
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more skill and labour than a mere excavatum in a rock. The 
one^ however, would probaUy^ follow the other at no great in- 
terval; it is the most natural kind of nuMniment, and, in a land 
of astronomers, soeh an deration might be of use to them in 
taking their observations. Now, the utter destruction and 
shapcU'ssnpfis of many of those at Jirrkel and El BellJil attests 
tlicir aiilu^uil) , while those of Egypt* do not ujijk ar to have 
been erectcHl above eleven or twelve htnulre<l years bi (ore 
Christ, when tliat eountry had been lrc(|uently overrun by the 
Etluupians. T)ie pyramids of Memphis are of a later date 
than the niins of Thebes. 

Jupiter Amnion was the great divinity of Ethiopia, and the 
homed godf of the shejiherds is probably older than Osiris, 
whether he be tlie Dog-star or the Nile. Thebes, which is 
known:): to have been founded by a colony of Ethiopians, was 
called Ammon No, Diospolis, or the City of Amnion. It foi- 
loWf then, I think, very clearly, from the concurrence of theae 
obaervataoiia on the antiquities of Ethiopia with the conduaicMiB 
derived fiom historical evidenoOi Uiat the aagta of the Egyptian 
divinitieflk as well as th«t of thdr temples and their tombs^ and 
of the sculptufes^ figiuesy and symbols that eover them* maj he 
traced to Ethiopia. In the magnitude of tbeur edifices^ tlte 

• Hend., 11.1:24. 

t T liavr rrmarked, in the proper place, that tbe oldest t«li|d« St Bofcil itQI 
contains a defaced tigure of Jupiter Ammoo. 
X Bnie«'a Tbralb, i. 380, tte» 



Digitized by Google 



SITE OF MERGE. 



185 



imitaton hove indeed suxpused their masters, but as &r as we 
ooold judge from the granite and oliier Bculptures lemaining 
at Aigo and I](jebel d Beikel, that art seems, to have \>een as 
well imdentood, and canied to as high perfection, bjr Uie 
sculptors of Meioe, as it was afterwards by their sdftilan at 
Thebes and at Memphis. 

It only remninK to asc(>rtain the probable name of the ancient 
city whose ruins I have been describing. 

The name of the kingtium in which they were found, aiul the 
peninsular tract of country, of wliieh three sides are enclosed by 
the buLiLhtrly bend of the Nile, together with the distance from 
Svene, as givei\ by Herodotus, and the extent and nature of 
the remains, led us for a moment to ho]x>, that our search had 
been successful, and that we were really contemplating the ruins 
of Meroe. An examination of the ancient authors soon led us to 
a different conclusion, and we abandoned with regret an idea 
formed too hastily. The great discoverer of the sources of the 
Blue River was worthy of the inferior honour of ascertaining the 
site of Meroe. The ruins tfaTenaed by Bruce*, a little to the 

• Vol. iv. p. 638. A little b«low Sheudi, and " opposite to Kurgos, ia the 
moniitMit OiblNiiny, where it <lie flnt loeiw of luine I bkn net liaee dwt of 

Axum in Abyssinia. We saw here heaps of broken |>ede8tal8, like those of Axum, 
all plainly designed for tbe statues of the Dogstar, and some pieces of obelisk like- 
wise with Ueroglyphica ilmM totally obntefnted. Hie Amhs told at tlieae nam 
were very extensive, and that many }>ii ci:s of itatnes, both of men and animals, 
bad been dug up there ; the statues of the men were mostly of black stone. It is 
impossible to avoid risking a guesa, that this is the ancient city of Meroe, whose 
btahonldbe !» 3ff N." In 
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North <if Shendi, are » deaily peoved by him to be a part of 
the femaina of that andent dty, that it ia uimeoeasaiy to tepeat 
any of hia aiganieDts here ; and han^ with lespect to the an- 
tiquities of Bjebel el Berbel, luffiBiently oonvinoed of what diey 
aie not* I aball proceed, in lew woidi^ to determine whit 
they probably are. K a'pata was the seoond dty of Ethiopia; in 
the time of Augustus it was die eapital, and as audi was be- 
sieged and destroyed by Petfonius ; it was situated, aceaiding to 
Hiny, iBve hundred and deven miles above Syene^ and aoeoid- 
ing to Ptolemy, in lat 20" 15', on the right bank, and near 
the angle wade by the bend of the Nile*; the former thus 

* la ascertaining the aitution of the eld city he appears to oomout an enror m 

measuriiiij; tlu' miles of the Roman exploratores in the direction of latitude, instead 
of consiOt nii:^ llii in ini-n ly as the distaiu f- travi lli tl by ihcm before they reached 
tbe city ; and by so doii^ be makes violent enemiea to his argotaeat of those cen- 
turioM of ditoovery, who are, in feet, He gmteet lUende. Nor do I vnder- 

staiid vvlmt lie m( nns l>y ;ifl» rvviirtli " fixini^ Meroc at Gerri," a place just 
below the conflux of the White and Blue Hirers, when he has so decidedly proved 
thct it stood, wheie he found iU mins, nearly a degree to the ?f. of Gerri. (See his 
Hap.) Bruce's Gibbainy Uprobably the Djebail of Burckhardt, two hours SonCh 
of which place he noticed jsome mounds of rubbish and red burnt bricks, and 
aome foundatioDs of buildings constructed of hewa stones ; he was unfortunatelj 
prevented from eittendiiig hie obsecvalioaa (p. 376.). The aotiqmtiea deaenbed to 
us (v. supra.) as existing at a place called El Djebel, have probaUy some connexioB 
witli those at Djebail — ^that name may be common to the mountains on both Hides 
of the river. Pliny incutions a people called Megabari, or Adiabane, who inhabited 
dM City of ApoiQoi opporite to Meroe. 

* Phny in another place makes it three days' journey from the "RxA Sea, and 
adds, that rain-water was preserved in many placet along the road, and the ooontiy 
intorfcning was very prodnctita of gold ; wbOe Btraho, icho ia a «ach baMar 
andkMitj, alailea Menc to be flilaan daya diitant ikomdw aaa, whaiaaa lliaMiabat 
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phoM it lather lower down tlie liver, and the htter Idf^ up 
then tbe nuDB of SeikeL 

It IB evident that this dty has been leaa Imown to amdent 
anthon than, bgrthemagnifioenoeof its remaini^ it seems to have 
deserved; and I attribate this to itssngidar dtaation,andtothe 
Cataiacts, which raidor ihe Nile above it diiBeuH of navigation. 
Travellers, merchants, and armies, have probably left Ae Jfile at 
Koni, and crossed the Desert direct to Meroc, as they now* do 
to Sliendi ; the sculptured grottos existing towards the eastern 
^d of this pass confirni that suppcHdtioiL 

The ruins of El Berkel l>ear marks of every £^ oi sculpture, 
from the niitliiies of the rudest tigures to the arched vaults 
of the pyramids, proving the great antiquity and long duration 
of the former city : the same causes that prevented its notoriety, 
may have contributed to divert from it the course of the enemies 
of Ethiopia. It wasfiited to be at last overthrown by afiomant * 

1° Z(y difference ta longitude between the two places. The stoiy of the rain-water 
la equally iociwdiUe to fhow who know how nveiy ft shower falb in thi* conntiy 
iMtwm 18* and 30<» oflat. 

* Poncet Iravfilled this rond; it la frequented by tndeis^ and WM fbUorwed by 
bi» Mamelouks, after their evacuation of Dungola. 

t PMroniiiif after teUng PmnDia, topyL^a-tv M VmrAmw ' nSn S ^^ j9 

tA NaaraTa, ^tfyoi»TO$ toD vaiSas, xol xaTcwxiirrn ' f$avSpaTo8j(r«p.n")f 81, 

-<SlnitM, xviL 820. ».> A dUBciilt and focky country diM actnalfy conmenc* 
■boM Djebal d Baritc^ aad flowtbum for two or ifane d^. 
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and he aooomplulied its destiny so e^etoally, tibat the eiqploia- 
tores of NetOt in their enumeration of the cities afterwards found 
by them in tliat country* remark upon N&pata, '* Oppidum id 

inter pnedieta sohim.'* 

At about half past eleven we mounted our Dungola 

horses and took leave, williout the .slightest regret, of 
the camp and all tlie rabble contained in it ; and as presents, 
in some shape or otlier, had been accepted by all • those em- 
ployed by us, we departed with the satisfaction of feeling no 
obligjitinn to any one there except Abdin CashefF f , and, perhaps, 
the Pasha. Two Italians, who were in the medical department, 
and for whose pay the Frotomedico had now more occasion 
than for their services, were attached to our party ; the former 
was a rou^ Genoese who had been cook to the staff ; and the 
other the veiy Paoks who was yet ficeah frtnn the chastisement 
of the Greek. 

My man, Giovanni, forseeing great vicissitudes of fortune in 
a long journey, however fovourably oommenced, boii|^t, for 

* It is rtjjlit to mention, that the. Protoraedico refused all pecuniary recompense 
for the real or apparent 8erTic«« that be had performed for us duhng our residence 
mtlMewnp. 

t Among the articles sent up by ub in Abdin Caslicff't ctogM WM Ml oM 
Turkish saddle, of liltle value, belontrinf: to Mr. Haobury; this was somehow 
mislaid, and at oar departure was not to be found. On our arhval at Cairo, in 

Hucb, we found tluvt tin nugniflGeiit TvA had pheed in (1m liaads of oar 

banker there a very splendid new saddle, the most expensive that could be made, 
to leplace the trifling loss occasioned by tbc negligence of one of his soldiers i and 
ferirbicb my fri«iMlnfiiiMd,of ooniie,to*eGaptioilMN4iBatoa< 
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about five dollars, an excellent u.ss, of the Cairo breed ; an act 
of priideace on which he had afterwards dail^ occasion to con- 
gratulate himself. 

We set out in great confusion, without any camel-driver or 
guide, in pursuit of our escort, who were said to be waiting for 
us at Abdoum. For three miles we rode S.£.| through culti- 
▼•ted ground, and then through two miles more of desert, on 
tiie edge of which is Sann&b^ Abdin CaiheflTs late 
meikt. All the groaiid here is ooveve^ with bricks and. faioken 
pottezy, bearing marks of bayii^ been the site of an andeut 
dty. There are no remains of temple^ but we were assoved 
that at aome little distanoe &am the plao^ there is an entire 
fl|iliinx of red granite^ which, howerer, we had the nuafinrtune 
not to observe; and that, near h^ when the Nile is low, the 
tops of odumns appear above the water. At pacesent, the moat 
stifluug objects presented by the ground werepnx]& of the pro> 
fbssion of its late occupants ; many bodies of animals, chiefly 
camek, were lying scattered about, and so much com had been 
thrown away in dili'erent parts of the plain, LhaL we found 
several women employed in gathering it up and sifting it from 
the sand. Seeing us approach, and mistaking us for soldiers, 
they implort (1 our mercy and humanity, m deprecation of the 
violence wliich they expected to be offered to tliem. 

Near this place, 1 had for some time observed four or five objects 
standing together on an eminence in the desert, about a quarter 
of a mile uff^ whidi 1 mistook lU; first for shrubi^ and then for 
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men ; and it was not till I came mueh neaier tliat I disooverad 
Uiem to be the laigest ipeiaeB of tbe deaert ea|^; tlieie mete 
MTml otheia at no great distanoek Having no time to span 
for a chasM^ I could only give diem a oouple of ahota from my 
hflOBse in paaaingi with no efitet*. At Sann&b the ctdtiTEtion ' 
begins again, and in five milea and a half we came to Afadoum, 
a good fliaed village among the pahna ; but our eaoort waa not 
have. In aevoi miksi or aeroi and a halff we pawed a large 
Tillage on the right* situated in a ^ot where the cultivation it 
very broad; and in ten miles, at a plaoe called Tangaz, we 
overtook a part of the escort. We saw, in the course of the 
morning, many black nx'ks, about fiftct-n miles on our loft, and 
distinj^iislic'd some trees and sjH)ts of verdure at a great 
distance from tlu- Nile in the same direciion. 

Hero tin <l<iix Ainihis. having catered lor linaseli among the 
soldiers in the camp, trampled and pawed the Divert in such 
formidable spirits, that a native, greatly agitated, was heard to 
exdaim at the siglit of him— Women, womenf diut up your 

* Bang oat diootiiig one dny at Tbebeiy 1 niiprited a large party of dwwlnidi 
employed in tearing the carcass of aa IM witb astonishing fury. I fired among 
them from aljoul Oiirty yards with a common English gun, and tliey began by 
running off to a considerable distance in all directions: presently one of them 
diook liu wing^ and went off to tbe Bmit: •oofber Allowed, and fgrniaaJfy al 
got on the wing except one, whom, with the assistance of two Arabs, I secured, 
and ban since aucceeded in bringing aUre to England. It is of a lighubrown 
ooloor, with very long wings, and is from two to three feet high ; the bead and 
neck are wiUiout plumage, and the bifd, though called hy the Anbe the Eagle of 
the Desert, is probnbly of the Tuhure species. I am aMWed that the lailie bifd ia 
fouiul in immeiue flocks <m the banks of tbe Qai^e. 
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dogi; don*t you see the lion is ooming!" The man having 
given this warning, mounted a horse, of which he wm hftl^ ^ mg 
the bridk^ «ad ooosulted his safety *. This amnot, however, 
pnwe^ what we have never lieard to be the case, that lions are 
oeearioaally seen, or that the fear of Ihmi is very general in 
duB eountry. The Arab aeefaig an appaiently wild anunal, to 
whidiheooaldi^venonamc^ called fbr that reason, alion. 

AtTangas we weie veoeived most respectfully by a man in a 
redcap^ who seemed to be die head of the parQr waiting finr 
ua t he eacpieMed himself ready to rest her^ or advanoe^ as we 
chose, and to supply any wants that we might have. He was 
mtlier a mean looking man, dressed in a white shirt, and had 
soffictent servility of manner; however, he was a Un^ and his 
name was Malek, or King^ Tombol. 

We soon set off af»aiii, and iii eleven miles came to tiie Nilf, 
at the beginning of an island, al)out two miles long, during 
which space the Desert ext^'mls to the water's edge : then we 
found more cultivation, and in about fifteen miles arris ed ;it 
Koraigli, a large village near the Nile. We had travelled for 
tiic la.st hour in the dark, and in such great confusion, as to 
make it wonderfid that we did not lose some part of our bag- 
gage. A rich Copt, who is sufpoeed to have lent the Pasha 

* I did not ubfierre more than one species of dog in this country, which was 
extremely Gk« «n EngKsh gieylioimd, though not tlbtm two-tbuda of mm, 
Stnibo says (lib. xri.) that the Ethiopian dogs w ere fuxpoi, rpa^tig *tAfUijpf»M, 
We nenr Mw any proof of the truth of th« latter part of this ■nertioo. 
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much moD^ for this expeditioii, wbb to have been of our 
party ; we were not flonyto leam that he imudiied behindt and 
was to letum by the abort road acMMa the Desert on the other 
bank We thus finmd ourBelves, without riTal, at the head of 

the caravan. Our bivouac was undfer the outer wall of the 
fortress, where all the female inhabitants of the town were shut 
up for the nif»ht. Malek Tombol paid us a short and respectful 
visit, and 1 (jk his post near us ; fires were lighted around us, and 
we 8le|)t iiJiJresscd in the open air, with our guns by our sides, 
and our pistols uruItT our heads. All the rest watched, and 
the King amused liiniself by playing on an instrum^tt and 
singing wild airs to it by the moonlight 

We had a curious proof yesterday of the yet un- 
tamed spirit of the Sheyp;} 'a. Malek Tombol finding 
that he bad left something behind at Tangaz, sent back a man 
to recover it ; he found it in the hands of the inhabitants^ and 
demanded it ; but they« discovering by his accent that he waa a 
Niibaan, and not an Arab^ refused to reatcie it. He demanded 
it in the name of the Fasha, and widun ten milea of has camp; 
and tbqr anaweied by some Uowa^ of which he kng bote the 
mailci. He then fired hia gun and putd^ and iJiej retired, 
retainini^ howemv the spoil, which be neverieooveied. 

In about two miles and a half we passed a large town on the 
right, named Goraigh, and in firar miles came to a small village 
by the Nile side^ at die end of the cultiTfttion, and just opposite 
the eattremi^ of die idand, lifishow, which is about two rnika 
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long. The district here is called ELemeesa. Wc followed the 
side of the river for two miles or more, in a S.S.\y. direction, aod 
there the cultiTation begins again ; skirting the edge of it, we 
arrived in ten miles at Wad Nasaiah, in a district called Oussali 
or Ouahli, and in half a mile more at the caatle befbve cromined 
by ufl^ two daya after our paniiig the frontier of Dar Sh^gy^a. 
The chttn of mountaiiis on our left waa to-day hardly viaiUe 
fiom ita buaeaaed diatance; and the iridth of the cultivable 
land variea fiom half a mile to a mile. 

Here we halted to Ineakfaat, and Mald^ T^mbol overtook ua 
ao engRged, and waited our ordm to Tint ua. His great plea- 
sure waa in the examination of our arma ; a pair of blunderhu8»< 
piatola, befbie mentioned, he called ** a weapon without hope^** 
and swore " by God, the Oeator of the world* that but fiir 
En^ish arms the Turks would be no better than other men," 
Such we were supposed to be, and it was lamented by himself 
and his courl, iliat we spoke nothing hut Turkish. 

Amiro having given James an old sword, he assumed m con- 
sequence the title of Iladji Yac6be, and in consequence a^n 
of his title, the king gave liiiu a horse to ride; tins pnniintitin 
raised him greatly in importance with hunselt unci others, aiid 
this importance was again reflected on his mastery so that even 
ourselves might thus have risen in estimation, had it been possible 
to add to the dignity of those who had been seen by Malek 
T6mbol himself sitting on the same sofa with the Pasha. 

We passed in Uie course of this m<nning and yesterday a great 
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nmnfaer of Sheyg/a, dtber on thdr fetum to their bmnes, or 
already engaged in thdr foimer ooeupationa : tiidr swoida and 
lances had been taken Brom them, but they were allowed to 
retain their small knife* or dirk, which they wear on the left 
arm. I saw a boy, after repeatedly attacking with no eOett, 
tbcfii^ with great spirit, an older and more powerfid antagonist, 
draw at last this knife, and press it against the naked body of 
his adversary ; but though lie held it nearly a minute in contact 
with tlie skin, he seemed to want either rage or strength to 
force it in. These Arab- h ive al'ree and manly look, and, with 
oix,'n chest and unbending neck, they still step the ground as if 
it still belonged to themselves : this firmness is united in many 
with a great mildness of j)hysiognoniy. Few are extrenie in 
Stature, and we saw but one instance of ddbnnity. Many are 
▼ery handsome, and they are much the finest race of men we 
saw in the East, not excepting the Turks themselTea. 

Mahommed Cashefl^ of Mahasa, was the otlm commander of 
our escort, whidi we were happy to find oonsisted entirely of the 
native Frinoea of the oonqnered country, fitom Wady fialfii to 
Bar Sheygy'a, with their attenduits; there wbb anodier strong 
party dmilaily constttttted only a few houis in advaoee of ua. 
Our two present leaders sent to infinni ua that the dangerous' 
pass of Kotti, where the five aoldien had been killed the other 
day, and where the Sheygy'a were still repnaented as being par- 

* Hub it aecantsly deieiibed ind icpKMDted hf BtueUnidt, p. 897. 
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ticularly exasperated and desperate, was still two hours before us. 
Evening was now coming on, and as bniTe men in all ages prefer 
to die by mne kind of liglit, we were leoommended to stay 
where we were till the rising of the moon. T<Smbol suggested 
the prudence of retiring till that time into the fortress, but as 
MUwmmedswean that be wiU never shut himself upagainatthe 
Sheygya, ve adopt the bolder couoael, and pitdi our tent amcng 
the trees ; die lii^pge was jnkd up before the door of and 
tlie anus kept in readiness; and so atrang was flie oonviction 
of our royal protector tfiat the earn was foil of lobbenb 
that he would not allow ns to send after dark a wd]p«nned 
party to die river fi>r water, tii0U|^ it was not three hundred 
yards distant. 

Malek Tdmbol is the King of the Ides; Argo fonns the moat 

considerable portion of his dominions, but his capital is on Benni ; 
he invited us to visit him there, and boasted to iis of the glory 
of his ancestors. The country on both sides of the river, formerly 
rich and well cultivateti, was nnd< i tht ir sreptre, and thev had a 
corjis ol Moggrebyns in llieir \yd)\ which rendered them toraiuiable, 
till their army was destroye<l by the Sheygy'a near Mount laager, 
to whom, from tiiat time, tdl tlie arrival of the JVIamelouks, the 
country continued tributary. 
_ . In the midst of tli^ terrors wliich were supposed to 
surroiind us, we slept so soundly and so long, as to be 
acarcely in motion again by an hour after sunrise. We first 
rode near the Nile (S.8.W.), and then more to the Westward 
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and fidrtlier Izoiii it. The uland of Saweivb, wlieie we overlook 
tiie fleet, lies at' the foot of the black ntHu, and exteoda 
•neazly the whole kngtb of them to the North, and beyond 
the end of them to the South, and is probably nearly five 
miles lon^ but veiy narrow. In six milefl^ we aniTed at the 
formidable KortL It is a large town divided into three part«, 
each of which is defended by a mud ca«tle. It was ongi 
nnWy in D(>ngola, but iias for maiiy years been incor]>orated 
with T)ar Slicypy'du Instead of binding the city, as we ex]jected, 
full of mortal enemies, we could discover in it only two mluibi- 
taats — ^an old man and a boy, wlio told us that all the oiliers 
were killed in the battle fought near here : tliis was not true, 
and they were i>ossibly hid in the com by the road-side, with 
the intention of attacking lu, had they not found us too well* 
prepared. 

Mr. Hanbury and myself, and one or two others, rode into 
the Desert to discoTer, if possible, the field of battle. We had 
no guides but the eaglea^ who^ in thta inttano^ proved unfiutb- 
fiil ones ; ihej were alternately floating in the air and zepoauig 
on the eminenoes by hundreds together, but thoci|^ ekisety 
punned and observed, they refitted to betray to us the place of 
thcar festival 

Knrti is above a mile fimn the river, and Ambooeote above 
three miles S. fay W. Aom KoitL At Ambooeote^ we overtook 
three other kings, Malek Mahmnmed, of Old D6ngola, and 
the Maleks Ibnhun and Zc^ieyr, of 'NUtum ; tfa^ formed the 
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remainder of our eaoort, lAdxSn ihna iqppeaxed to be composed 
of fbiix kings and a caahd^ widi aU their guarda and attendants. 
Thejr were anzioiis to pass the rest of tiie day here, to number • 
the cattle and tax Ihem fiw the Pasha; to this we made no 
objection, and pitched our tent in a very dirty court iix front of 
a house. Wliile this operation was pcriuniiing, and we were 
sitting in the houst; svith Kint; Tombol iiiid one of his two 
body-guards, they brought in a metis, of cold dlujurra bread and 
meat in a bowl, which we were invited to share ; but observing 
that liis Majesty, after liaving picked the bones, returned each, 
as he had done with it, into the common bow], we permitted 
ourselves to be so fiur ompowered by European pM^udioe^ as to 
make, fasting as we sdll were^ a yay indiflferent repast 

The equipment of our escort was various and singular; one 
of the hoiaea had a strong plaited defence before his Qvee, which 
would stop a lance^ and a putcilHdiot at any distance. The 
saddles are much lighter than the Turfciah, and rise veiy high 
bdund; the pummds and part of the seat are in many cases 
covered with the inner skin of the oooodil^ which is a very 
durable substitute Ibr common leather; the stirrups are some- 
times round, and very small, as the feet of the horsemen are 
always naked; they use a very strong bil^ like the Turiddi, 
and mount by throwing the leg directly over the middle of the 
saddle, therein difiering from the Turics^ whose manner is like 
ours. Almost all the horses and camels wear charms, and the 
rough broad iieada of tlie latter are tret^ueutiy decorated by 
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8triiig!B of white shells from the shores of the Red Sea. All 
Uie iron used in tliis country is imported finm Darfour, Sennaar, 
• and Shendy, and is therefore very dear ; spears, though tJieie is 
a manu&Gtuie of them at Korti, are usually fawu|^t by txaden 
from the same places, and left in payment for provisioDB for 
themselves and cameb ; but swovdsi after the hilta bav« been 
ornamented at Daiaou, are ivordi d^t or tea. Spaniah ddlan 
each. 

It appeared that die good people of Ambooeot^ instead of 
plotting to km lu^ had been employed in killing a bullock for 
us — a sacrifice wludi is only made on the most important ooca- 
nons : our portion* when cut into small pieces and mixed up 
with a quaulity of sour bread, was brought us in a wooden 
bowl of about two feet in diameter, and proved to us very 
j)alatable, tliougli not sufficiently dflicate tor tlic appetites of 
our ^faltt'Sf and Italians. In the at'tt i noon, we receivwl the 
first visit of MaU k Ibrahim, who had beeu charged by the Pasha 
to forward us from Dongola to Wady Haifa. He is a deUcate, 
and rather handsoine, young man, and in features and niildnt's.s 
of ex])rcssion strongly resembles the faces in the kings' tombs at 
Thebes. As he speaks no ArabiG^ he brought his interpreter 
with him; and* as ideas, in passing through two languages, 
naturally lose much of their brilliancy, the interviewi thoi^ 
short, was sufficiently dull We had then to sustain another 
visit firom Him d Atgp, vrho, nnfintunalely, admired the flavoiir 
of our tobacco ; and it was observed, lluit the monardi, like his 
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nibjectei «pits in smoking, which the Turks never do. The 
lliennoineter* under the tent rested at 91°. 

We set out in good time. In one nnJe nw came to ' 
the end of the cultivatioiii and rode fox three more 
along the stony deaer^ about a quaitn of a nule firom the Kfle; 
and in four miles and a half passed many acacias between our 
road and the river. is a hige boiial-idaoe^ ivitli mudi 

burnt brick about The aeadas continued about half a mile; 
and in five miles and a half we passed a huge ruined village. 
Our diiectioa was S.W. fiw the two first nules^ then W.S.W., 
and then neariy West. In one mile and a half mov^ we reached 
the old castle namedHettlui, situated on die mailced iw^ hefine 
desoibedf . The Mand opposite is called Chazz6nart. 

In four miles and a half or live miles more, we got to a iarge 
village called Bessoorkooti, with much green and little culU\ ated 
land around it, and about half a mile from the Nile. We had 
Persian weed and acacias and dr>ums on every side of xi.s, some 
of the last at a great distance in the Desert, and there are palms 
hy the Nile side. Our road, except at first, was about half a 
mile from the river. 

In a mile and a half mor^ there are <?ome mountains on the 
other side, and on them a well-situated town, ruined by die 
Sheyg/a, named Doo&r. The island Eennet is below. Our 

* Aouro mentioDed to us that tb« tbenaometer, in Juoe, at Auouaa, wa« gene- 
nlly«tl48°, aiiddtuitbaeuiiAlinKrtthsippNadMddM Cropie. 
t VUenpn. 
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diiectloii, W. by ova a nndy plain, about a mile ftom the 
Nile. In a mUe and a balf more we came doim to the lirer* 
and reposed for an hour opposite the island. We had travelled 
latterly over hot sand (W.S.W.), and passed a large ruined 
town with saints* tombs about it. 

For two miles and a half more (direction nearly S.), after 
riding throTi^Th soiuc ai-Jicias, we again traversed the flat suiul, 
varied oiil> liy a fi w stony hills; there is then a turn to the 
Westward, and for two miles our tlireetion was W. by S. ; there 
tlic island ends, and th(> acacias thicken again. Our road had of 
late been close by tlie Nile side. T got a shot at a croccxiUe, 
lying on a sand-bank in the river, and was assun'd by a number 
of spectators that the ball struck him ; however, he retired very 
quietly into the water, and we saw no more of him*. 

* Mr. Hanbury was afterwarda more successful. We were floating down the 
river one noming, within sight of Koam Omboa, when we obierved e erocodite 
within fifty yards of us. He instantly fired, and struck it in the side ; the moiMtBr 
crawled info the water, iiul iht n almost immediately on shore titrain. In the mean 
time, we brought the boat as near as we could, aod the sailors landed with abouU> 
after hint} m thejr aj^imeli, he escapee once more into fhe water. Tlie tbree 
boldest of them (two Nubians and im Arab) leap in aftt r him ; tliey ' n liscover 
bin, and continue to elude his attempts to aeiae them, till one of the Nubians 
aneocedsin finding his tail, aud so drags him on ahove. Tbey Aan beat him with 
a bammer on the head, and « pistol shot was fired into bia neck; all wbiob fa* 
answered by groans and angry cries, till, after a loni; contintinnce oF such treat- 
ment, he at last died. The operation of skinning was then begun ; and, after 
taking the greater part of the fltob on board wi(b tfiem, tiwj left the reat to tbe 
bawks and vultures, of \vhlc}i raultitndea bad been long collecting on a neighbour- 
ing bank. It proved to be a female, and not more than ten feet long, tliougb full- 
grown, and old. There were several balla in the body, which it had received from 
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In thrct^ miles and a half more, through the I ^cm i i, unil gene- 
rally at some distance from the Nile, tlioup^h once or twice within 
liearing of tlie sakics, (the general direction a little to the south- 
ward and west), we came to a few abandoned straw huts, with 
some lainU' tombs near ; where we were to pass lihe night. The 
mountains on the other bank appear not above three or Soar 
miles &om the river. There is no cultivation from Bessoor- 
kooti to near this place: of which the inhabitantB are said to live 
on some ialandBliere^ formed faj the river. Wewerenotdeetmed 
to past die ni^t in teanquiUity s we were acaroely in bed* when 
oar interference waa called fiir by a violent diipute between a 
gfoom, whom we had engaged at the army to attend to oar 
camda and horses, and who, to ke^ that engagement, had, without 
our knowledge^ deaerted, and a Nubian, who threatened to pnbliah 
hu desertion : the groom armed hirnadf widi a long firebrand; 

9 

the aoldiers at different times, and some evidenUv very Jong apro; thev were gene- 
rally small, but there was a very large one towards the tail. The fatal one, which 
it had ieofln«d from die coduiiod Ei^ali gOD of my ftiend, Ind pwwrf qait« 
throu'^h the body, and lodged in the skin on the other sidi: ; and I am i^u'iu- sure 
that any part of the scales, except perhaps those just on the top of the back} w 
penetrable by ball at aixty yards, though the wound mnj not always be ntoifal. 
Thefe «M a nude neer, who cene to tilie epot inuaediately after we Iwd left it, to 

seek his companion. We werr snrpri^H to find in its intestine about two liuudrcd 
atones, one or two of which were not less tha'n a pigeon's egg. It had a large 
tongue, of which tin dp mm fiwteoed to die roof of the nontb, «nA four toee or 
claws on the fore fee^ ttkl five on the hinder, contiury to ancient opinion, as exem- 
plified in the Vatican, where are tw o sculptured crocodiles, of which neither hat 
any toog\ie, and the one five, and the other six, clawa, on the hind feet as well as 
the fofc. I htM gghwD IkMe ^tdli, becMwa^ I bdieve, we are Ae only Egyptna 
tnmiBen iilio over had the feftaiie to widiMa Ae teene dwcii b ed by them. 

• n 
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upon- wluch the otber diew Iub twoidt iHiich pio?ed die mine 
cflfective weaptm. The groom was fint aereidiy wounded, and 
then taken in dMvge bj some 8oldiei% who lu^qpened to be 
paaaing hj in thdf najr to the amy: and the infimner* by oar 
influence with Malek Toasbol, was to be beaten with atidn 
eailj on the fbllowing moniing. 

After settling this fray, we were searoely adeep^ when, befcne 
moon-rise, we were violently awaked by the cry, uttered in three 
or four ditieiL'ut luiiguuges, "We are atUickLtl 1 We arc attacked!" 
and a double-gun, which I had, for the first time, neglected 
to lay by ine, was forced into my hands. We heard the firing 
of guns and pistols all about us, and shouts which were supposed 
to be the shouts of l>attle. So I rose up, and beirjin to pull on 
my trowser*) : Mr. Hanbury was similarly employed ; and Vacobe 
and Giovanni, being ready dressed, rushed out to battle. The 
firing increased ; the balls whistled in the air : and we had 
hantty finished our inglorious occupation* and were about to 
■ally fiurth to the combat, when our two warritna returned, with 
the newi^ that they had discharged their pieces, and that the 
combat was decided in our favoitf ; which, aa it happened* ma 
ertiemely fbrtunate fiur one of them, as he lequiied nearlj a 
quarter of an hour to re-load. 

The eanse of all iJiis disturbance wa% that an attonpt had 
been really made to cany off some of the oocen whidi formed a 
part of our oouToy ; this was repulsed in the nciiy manner just 
described, and not afterwards r^iested. Another fiurt was men- 



Digitized by Google 



BATTLE OF THE TBBEB DOVM TREES. 908 

doned, whidi dntingiiishes tluB from tiie battle of Austeilili^ 

that all the guns, without any exception, were fired in the lur. 
Malek Tombol, it appears, had given such orders ; and in defence 
of his sj'stcm of warfare, assured us, that it wa)5 frwjuently 
adopted by the Pasha, when in danger of lx,*ing attacked at night. 
The name of the place is Alxloujn. or, " the Father of Doum 
Tree« :" three of these unhap])y plants more iramediatelv shel- 
tered our hut, and were, therefore, the principal ^uttcxcrs ui the 
engagement; which we named» by the right given tis by ^dctory, 
in their honour, and for their immortality, ^ The Eattle of the 
three Doum tieea." Ha^ji Yacobe watdied till morning. The 
only difference made to ourselves was, that we fe»»al««>ii the night 
noie wanxily clolfaed than we had begun it. 

^ We kft die Boene of action eoily : and, in one milb 
Dac 88. ' 

poawd lluee saintB' tmnfai^ and tben oontinued to ddrt 
the giem groand; which is here broad, and well cultiTatedl, §at 
two rnilee moreL We then node acroaa the bare desert aa fiur aa 
file milea ; idun we cnne among aome atiagglfaig trees tigamt 
not fiur from a aalde. Our direction, for the first three mike was 
West; theiiW.N.W. 

It was a fine cool momini^ and a moat curioos scene was our 
motley caravan scattered over the desert at son-rise: it was com- 
posed of all kinds of animals, from camels to goats ; mixed with 
men and women, of all ages, and a great amiiljer of children, 
some of whom were mountiHl on very young ,us.ses, proyiortioned, 
as it would seem, to their own age, and all nearly naked. Of 
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our cavabyt Mine were dotbed in ligbt blue gfvwns, g^ven tliem 
probably by the Paflba, and gome m the dusty doaks of the 
oountiy ; some cany muskets with (eathefs in the mouth, others 
are anned with apean; aU with awoids. SiHuecf our guaxds 

again, are mounted on camels, others are on foot ; and all bare- 
liL-adetl, were it not for the covering afforded l)y their thick 
and sliaggy locks. There prevails tli rough the whole, the most 
perfect confusion of movements and sounds. The Maleks?, in 
thin r(*d cloaks and caps, or shawls, (wliich they general 1\ uear 
round the liead so as to faU loosely over the shoulders) advancf 
more stately, with tlieir courtien> about them ; Hadji Yacobe is 
very important on his horse ; and Giovanni vcrj' comfortable on 
his strong Cairine jack-ass. Mr. Hanbury, as a thorough Turk, 
adds to the variety and dignity of the scene ; as my own Frank 
dress inereaieaiy no doubt, its singularity. The peasants going down 
with va, weie those whom the Sbqrg/a had, Stom time to time, 
carried away to cultivate their g^Nnind, and whom the Pasha had 
now left free to return home. Some of than weie aetthig fire 
to llie biuhM to wanu their hands in passing; and others pdting 
down the appies* from the doum trees, as their only chance of 
bvealcfiMrt* 

In six miles and a half, our road was Icbacoa^ the deser^ 
thoui^ there is a ^een sb^ apparently half a mile faroad» by 
die river-aide. The dudn of mountaina on the otbof aide ia 

* Tin tMte oftbe donn tffle k enedy thttl of giagerbntd. 
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bcolDen by an interval of fbur or five nulei^ flUed up with aand^ 
UDb. Our diraetion was latterly N.W. Here the palms en^ 
with the fertility of which th^ are the usual signs and atten- 
dants, though the acacias continue to be thinly scattered on all 
sides over tlic desert. 

In twelve miles we came to the mined town «>t Dalxli, with 
several tombs near; one is murh larger than the rest, and, like 
them, conical : the wall is very thick, and seems chiefly built of 
mud, though entirely cased with brick in the inside; twenty 
feet may be the diameter of its interior, and from tliirty to forty 
feet the height. There are in it, five bodies, lying side by side^ 
nmrk ^ by stones at the head and feet ; and to a thin rope hung^ 
across from wall to wall, are attached numerous scraps of Unen, 
abort pieces of cord, and a small string of wooden beads : they 
are oflfeiings made to the virtues of the dead, and ate more 
inleiestin^ and not leas sacred, fiom dieir being pieaented by 
the hand of poverty. Many leaves of p«par,eoverod with Aidiie 
wiitio^ passages probably from the Xoian, aie soatterad about 
the grav ea scattered, no doiib^ with pious inientian, by die 
natives of a hmd where the pink and asphodel do not blosBoin. 

The ground near it is now desert; bat a number of pahna^ 
withonng theic^ provea it to have been onoe cultivated and 
inigated, either bj a canal ftom the Nik^ or by wdls of water 
found on the wpoL A mile beyond, is aootfier unilar town. 
We then approached the green banks of the Nile: and, in a 
mile more, came to the river itself^ opposite to two islands, 
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odled Aigl and Joun. Our diwction, widi little vaziatioii, liad 
becm W.bgrN^ fixr tlie last serai nuLn. 

In fifteen miles and « half from Abdoiun, we came to aome 
eomrideiaiite burat bride rains, named Eum! Anfan, or " The 

Naked Cup :" they are close by the water's edge, and the greater 
part of the castle still remains. An unsuccessful attempt was 
made by Maiuk i uuibol, to detain us Iilil ibr the rest of the 
day, on account of the absence ot Mr. iianbury, who was ga^i. lle- 
shooUii^' in the Dcserl On this occasion, au luilian trait of 
old i^aoio much amused me: hv look me aside during the dis- 
pute, and, in as low a whisper as if his language had been intel- 
ligible to the savages about us, oonuntmicated to me his suspicions 
of treachery ; and added, that he should not consider bimaelf out 
of dang^ till he arrived at Assouan*. 

In a mile and a half firom Eassi Arrian, we passed a buiialr 
groond among the acacias ; where is a saint's tomb, like the one 
I entered in the morning and fiiU of bats. And, in three nulea 
and a hal^ atiU tfaiou^ the tiee^ and in die ^lectian N.N.W., 
we came to tlie village Jdirfali. lliere ia a mud niin on die 
e4geof iheBeaert; but the lionaea ava near die ifver* 

Tliia evaun^ Maldc Tomboi» in a private oonTenadon aridi 

* This magnanimouB man wu by profession a marker at a billiard-table at Cairo; 
but, by the iiifluence of hia feUow-countryman, Drovetti, he became, somewhat 
•nddedy, • verjr ikiUal tpoHieeuf. In cflOMqnflBM «f wUeh oMtanoiphoda, he 

considered himself as occupying a Itind oF middle runk between ourselves and our 
■errants ; who, in acknowledgment of this rank, and yet unable to consider bin 
q«ite % Signore, called him, by abbiemtioiv Sir Fm1i>> 
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Hadbji Yaedbe^ ooiiq»1idiii^ nitib an air of indbmelioly* that though 
in powwaabn of the exdmiTe aflbc t iopt of Ibur idvm, he has 
the mMfortune to be yet chtMVeai. He wiahea to learn 
whetter we can fimuah him with angr Mmediea Ibr his eaiamitjr, 
whidi may enable hnn move etfectoally to vuit off hit iviyea; 
■* for,** he modestly adds, I find I am not leipected irithout 
children." 

The Maiek requested luili an hour's grace iu the 
time of setting out, on account of what lu; considered 
the extreme cold of the morning, the tin n 1 1 ometer Imng ahont 
50° at sunrise. For a mile and a half we rode (direction 
N.N.W.) through some shrubs called arvh which we had not 
observed in Europe, and whose leaf is used by the natives to 
whiten the teeth. In six miles we obflervedf opponte to Ui^ 
Mine high bilk on the other bank. 

The country within three or Ibur miie% on both aides of 
Jebriah, is peculiarly abundant in antekpea; and by a party, 
tffmf of th w* atationad imiftug irh^ tiees on thg edge of the 
Deaert, and othets DKmng about nearar the river, a great many 
mifl^t be shot in a ineiy short lamei fiv die ffmdHit, when dis- 
, tiurbedatitsfoodordrinktisamediatdy makeaofftothel>eaeri 
I had' some dkota at audi as aoddcotally eraamd the road, but aa 
it was neessBsrjr to fire with a smg^ baU at fhU gaUop^ and gsae- 
lally at a gjreat distanofi I ^ net kiU one; mj fiiend Ibllowed 
them with more ardomr among the bnahea and over the sandu^ 
but not widk gienter soeoeHs we woe both sony that n variety 
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a£ ciicumftaaioM prevented us inm paaring one or two tpovtmg 
dajrs on ihe spot. A Uttib bdov dus filMeb G^Tinni, tiding ligr 
tiie river ade^ofawrred several buds feeding together among the 
treem whidi by his desciiption must have been Guuiea4bivL 

In ten milea we came rather nearer to the palms, which had 
all along attended the Nile, and from which we were never lest 
than one, and sometimes two or threes miles distant Mr. 
Hanboiy and I were here about half a mile a-head of the rest, 
when we saw Yaeobe gallopping ftmously towards us ; when he 
came near enough to be audible, he informed us that " the 
caravan was attacked," and rode back again. We were not long 
in following ; la our way to join the cavalry in the rear, where 
the action was supposed to be going on, we passed the camels, 
with our luggage, j)lan8, and drawings, and committed them to 
the care of the Maltese and Italians, three of whom were well 
armed. We proceed, and find Malek Tomhol in the midst of 
his men, all t-alking loudly, but not y^t fighting. Mr. Ilanbury 
joins the circle, and demands where is the enemy. I was at a 
fyw yards' distance, employed in wrapping up some balls in 
piper, to load quicker during the battle^ as I had no cartikigeib 
when I observed hia Mi^eBty raise a very large nabboot, and 
strike one of hu men ; llie nian» being on honebadk, starts olF 
into the Desert, and the angiy numsMih is instantfy after him. 
Tlie fight becomes a chase; and the Idng^beiqg better mounted 
than the sulgec^ frequently overtakesi and as often 
him, and does ipot cease to pursue and to strike^ till the ftithless 
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wnpon bfeala dmrt in his hand; he then letnini, with an 
ur that amxnmoes to w, that» for the second time, victory hat 
dedarad in our fimnir. It appeared, that iheire had been s 
fray betiveen tiro partiea of hia own men, who^ engaging with 
Bwoid and shield, had raised the war-cry, whidi was mistaken 
for that of an enemy. This serious encounter will be called in 
history the " Day of Sticks;" it would have appeared with more 
dignity as a second Juurii6e des £p6rons, but, uulortunately, 
the heels ctf both nomharants were nhfterved to be unarmed* 
and naked. 

In abont three miles and a tialf more we came to a small 
villaffe, and liere lunu'd uff into tlie L:reeii ground, wliich we 
had lately skirted, and rode for above a mile in a northerly 
direction, through the richest {)OMible wilderness, more luxuriant 
and less cidtivated than the forests of Argo. We found the 
Nile beyond it flowing N.W., and following the bank Sat a 
mile^ arrived nearly opposite to Old Dongola, vrhete the lirer is 
imnsually broad. Our direction to-day had been, upon the 
wholes • little to the N. of W., and sometimes W.N.W. 

We determined to pass the night on. dtis spot, and to empky 
the afternoon in *«w™™«g the oapitals and as Maldc Tombol 
had some business to transact with the King of D6ngQla, we were 

* Spun are very rare in this country ; the few we have seen are shaped like ours, 
but friUi the rowd nneh bigger and ijaatt duD, m llie nativM bout dMt die own 

touch is suflRcieiit Tor tlioir liurses. Maiek Tombol aflenvunls gave one such to 
Mr. Uanbury ; and during our residence near Beiuii, a pair was exchanged in that 
iitttid ftr a veiy flue 
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toeron the river together. The feny-boat had bean waiting 
aome Ime, when we sent to inquire wheliier \Sa Mujcsity was 
ready to embark. We received for answer, that he had thou^t 
it decorous, previous to this visit to liis brother Sovereign, to 
order his only shirt to be washed ; this operation had l>een actually 
performed, and wc observcnl it sn-pLiided on an acacia to be 
dried : its royal owner li i l ( iisulteti decency by retiring during 
this interval among the trees. After some time the vestment, 
which wa.s of ru> very flin.- material, ie proiiotuiced to be OUCe 
more fit for service, and Toml)ol is again a king. 

The boat was like one before described, but much laigeTi as 
we were now certainly not less tlian fifly passengers; one of 
these ended a long examination of my dress by asking, whether 
the buttons were not a£ gold. The sailors aooompany their exei^ 
tiona in rowing fay a short livdiy son^ whidi had only one 
variation and tone^ and is always sung wiiJi great tinrit ; it is 
one of the many in nae in Egypt*, and the only aoe here. 

* Hie fimnnite soag with Ken Bedom, die Otptein of ow easgee, and tbat 

which seemed most effectuid in stimulating his sailors, wac neariy as folluws :— 
Rei^H Bedoui. " Sailors, pull at your oars." Chorus of sailors. " God and Ma- 
hommed." Reiss. " May God blew and assist you." Cho. " God," &c. Reias. 
«YoaafeneD, not einldfcn." Olm. "God/' fee. Vcm. « My boya, jpou ahaO 
ride in chariots." Cho. " God," &c. Rerss. " The sun ts settinp." Cho. " God," 
iu. Reiu. " The coffee is boiling." Cho. " God," file. Reiss. " The sheep is 
kined." Cho. - God," 8ce. Itdn. ** May yoar wm» be beantiful and firuitfal." 
Cho. " God," 8ic. HeisB. « Tli« wind and the current are against us, but God ia 
with us." Cho. " God," &.c — The verse is givon out in a kind of hoarse recitative 
by the Captain, but the efli^t of the whole is peculiarly animating and agreeable^ 
and piodaetnre of BanattioDS koown only to fhoaa who have |^ed down hetwean 
die paltty ahoies of die Nile onn ealmand moooligbt evening. 
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On lulling we wiilked vqp to s kiiMi of Immim^ ulieie we were 
ieonTedbjr11ieKiiigof]>6iigola. It appeared ihat he liad lately 
lost a relatiTe^ as the fist* oeremonies oonristed in poblie 
lamentations, performed in the manner we had before iritnessedt 
the eflfect heie was still more wngiilar fiom the greater number 
of persons engaged. After it was over the condolen turned 
round mdt tiidr eyes generally wet, and&oes fiill of woe ; one or 
two seemed more seriously in earnest than the rest, and had the 
appciiraiice of |)eople excessively atilicted : they reserve all their 
grief, no doubt, for this moment, and trouble themselves little 
with sorrow ( itlu r before or after it. In tliis instance there were 
two parties ol mourners, of which the spcond were less cla- 
morous than the others, and discharged their affliction more 
speedily. 

During the most pathetic part of this scenes the Kinig of D6n- 
goJa suddenly threw his eyes for the first time upon m^ standinig 
in my Fxank diessf among the crowd of saragesL My gnidty 

* ThisoenmoiiyitdiflfaKntly perfonned at Berberw— See Burckhardt, p. 225. 

t My late asgumption of a black hat, added to my want of beard and of sustaioed 
gravity, aad a certain habit of employing the intervals of repose ia writing, instead 
of amoluBg^ had fiw boom time tobjeeted me to Ae iqipUaon of hifideiity: and, 
what waa much worse, excited doabta aa to my bdoi; a panooaga of tiia eiliame 
consequence I had been represented. 

Writing in these countries, Uke smoking in ours, is not common in the higher 
daMca. Abdin CSMheff eoald naithar read nor writeiand Matek lba a li i my aiidaTaii 
bis prime minister and Arabic interpreter, were in the same state of ignorance — 
though more excusablyi as their tuUivt language is not a written one. Smoking, on 
tiie otbar liandf iaifae employmeoitofalliilio can afloid loliafloo; «od it waapio- 

S I s 
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was never put to a tewaa test than bj tlie eftot pKodnoed cm 
Ins coantOTimce and manner by tihe extrrane aiiipriie witih wlucih 
he vqiaided me. 

Above twenty large and welt-bnflt tomba belund ihe town, and 
a variety of hoosea and caatlea on the tops of iJie hiUa abouti 
prove D6ngola to ham once been a place of importance. About 
Bvennleabwerdown the river I obaerved a veiy fine afcripe of 
greeOf at leaat four or five nulei broad, extending without visible 
end into the Desert ; there appear to be houses in it at a con- 
siderable distance from the Nile. The city, in ita dnys of j>opu- 
lousness, hai$ Ixjen obliged, no doubt, to this tract, and the oppo- 
site liank, for its provisions, as its imnH?diat€ nt'iu;lil ><jurhood j)re- 
seuts a scene oi utier iwrrciniess, containing, liovvever, some 
features of grandeur, wbirli are animated by the works of other 
days, every where scattered about. 

Our first visit was to the " Church of Yesons *," wliich has 
evidently been once a monastery, and is now a mosque. While 
we were engaged in the examination <^ it, the two kings met 
there for religious purposes ; tb^ said with great devotion the 
prayeiB of Peace and Faith on a spot that had originaUy been 
eonaecmted to the worahip of Chriat 

bably to want of the mcaat that th«y attributed my abstiiwnce firom the summum 

tW B II IW . 

Eren my friend had nut altogether escaped suspicion ; it was whispered that be 
had be«n ohsTv<>d to drink (birM|g hii meala, wbiob u« vioiatioD, 1 belien, of the 
caatoms ot guod MnMuImen. 

• Sm BvioUwidt— Notm oa AffvaXbt IIL 



Digitized by Google 



OCO DOHOOXA-CHBICTUR RBIIAINS. 



We mwiiided fonr or five staircases, of nine or ten steps each» 
to a amdl aqiieie loonif of which the roof is supported by four 
atone piUan about ten Ibethi^; a recess opposite the entianoe^ 
nhidi has been probahly the altar, proves it to have been the 
diapd of die convent; lliere aie tiro or thiee little diani> 
hers round about the diapel, and a Und of arch on the roof on 
the outnde. The building is ehieAy of mu4 and much tlie 
largest in the atyt as ivdl as the most conspicuous fiom the 
liver. 

About two hundred yards N.W. of One convent ate the bases 
(or perhaps die tops, for tliere is much nnd heaped Icbete) of five 
small pillars, the two largest of which are twenty inches in dia- 

meUT : and near llif ra are two lesser, level with the surface of 
the ground, Soi nL of these are of red, and others of grey, gra- 
nite ; they seem [Aaeed without any regularity : a capit-;il, now 
reduced to a grinding-stont^ with the ( lo^s st nlpiured upon it^ 
is lying near. In about two hundred yards more, in a direction 
paj-allel to the Nilt^ are two grey granite pillars of rather larger 
diameter, one of which is standing, and the other thrown down. 
Another capital, or pedestal, lies on the spot, ornamented also 
with the Crass, and, like the rest c£ these uninteresting remains 
of the age, probably, of Justinian. 

After dusk we returned to the palace, where wc were first 
received, hopim^ as we were a good deal firfagoed, to aq[>enence 
theho^tality of the Kingof IMngda. ^ our way thither we 
traversed the whole length of the dly, which, in its thick mud 
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walls, regular streets, and huge maeme doors, exactly resemldea 
Mefttwe; it oontaina a laige stone ceati^ and evoy hauae is a 
IbrtifieattcnL Notbing cui be more glomny and desolate ; the 
rtseets are full <tf sand, and a yezy Sew nisentUe mhabitants are 
seen sitting before two or lluee of die doois; so that in a place 
capable of containing several thousand people, dieve are not, we 
were assured, above two hundred. In the time of Ponoet the 
town was half deserted, but still of importance, and we were told 
that it continued to have iioui i.shini^" l>;i7a,ns, ;uid to be the centre 
of some comiueree, till, by the victory ui Malek ZobejT, over the 
King of Argo, it l)ec;ume tributary to tlie Sheygj a, It suffered 
another shock about ten years ago, when a civil war, between 
the two kings of those Arabs, having p;rpatly fit }t(>]iulated Dar 
Sheygy'a, they sxipplied the loss by carrying away many of the 
inhabitants of D6ngola. The establishment of the Mamelouks 
at Maragga» by raising up a new D6ngola, gave the <|iVi^jng 
blow to the commerce and consequence of the old cityf. 

With the opulence of the capital had peridied the hospitality 
o£ the monarch; a Sew rat^tim dates, and a calabash of water, 
were the only refresfamenta the palace aibided us. Wewere de- 
tained Ihere some time Imger by a violent dispute between a 
native of Axgo and the Sing d I)6ngola. The Argivedemands 
possession of (me of his wwes, a native of D6ngobi, and nov 
residiiig there ; the king tells him to come there^ and live mth 

• See Appcndbt II. f See Appendix III. 
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his wife — here ^Malek Tonibol interferes, and the n>viil (iiliereiice 
thus is, whether He of Ar<^() shall lose a male subject, or He 
of D6ngula a female. I.oiul and au^jry words arc pxchanfj;etl, 
with furious gestures ; they fretiiiently start from their seats on 
the ground about the blazing fire, and then as suddenly recom- 
pose themselves, and after the most violent threats and maledio- 
tions, settle the affiiir without loss of blood. 

It was now quite dark, and we had to walk two or three miles 
through bushes and very thick underwood to our boati vhich 
Beifls Selyman had diagg^ thus fiir np the river, that we inight 
not float down bdow our place of encampment Aa our parly 
was now mereased faj^ a variety of anima]^ bo that the side of the 
boat was but s few inches above'ihe water's edg^ Ablek Torahol 
began to jabber a Teiy long prayer in Arabic fiir our safety. He 
was interrupted by a dispute tauaag the sulony wludihe settled, 
as usual, by the application of his nabbob^ that he always dur- 
ried with him like a soeptKi to the head and limbs of Beiss 
Selyman. We then proceeded in quiet, and about midnij^t 
were safely landed on the other side. 

Tlie people of this country seem careless and fearless; they 
are not aetive* in doing harm, but are not easily fri>,'htened by 
threats. We hail occasion to menace one ot tliem, for some act 
of knaver}', vNith the vengeance of Abdin Casheff; he only 
laughed at the threat, irom the assurance that it could not be 

* The name Dongolawy it coottdcred at Sliendy aa cqnifaknt to ihat of lew in 
Eniope<— See BOTcUwdt, p. 279. 



Digitized by Google 



SIS DONGOIA— BAKKII. 

executed imniediAtely, and torn tihe hiiAlt, oomnum to «U 
savages, never looldiig fimraed fa^ond die moorrow. 

Malefc Tombd sent iu a mess of boiled milk, mudi 

Dec ao. 

burnt, filled ^tb lumps of dough kneaded into small 
rolls and btnled up with the milk. In oomequoioe of die 
error into wfaich we had been led at the camp, we eonaideied 

it as a new year's oflbcin^ and oonsiuued it iu oelebradon of 
the day. 

We set off idle, and i'ur tliree miles und a hail' rode over rich 
land, chiefly by the Nile side, and, through an equal space, over 
a sandy plain, close by the river ; we then came to a ruined 
town iiauietl Ollob, with many brick remains. Our direction 
had been W.N.W. We then left the green ground, which is at 
first narrow, and kept more to tiie left, over a barren tract, 
which had once been cultivated, and is still capable of cultiva- 
tion; the soil is black, covered with a thin surface of sand. 
After tra^wUing ten miles, we observed two black mountains 
opposite to us on the other side, in shape one conical and the 
other pjiaiaidaL In eleven miles and a half are some sand* 
hiU^ and then a sahiCs tomb and some mnd nuns half a mile to 
the UHii and in twdve miles we entered the shrubs again. In 
about a mile more we passed acme brick and nnid ruins; the 
trees b^n to thieken» and theie are appearances of cultivation; 
and in thirteen miles and a half we came to a large village 
named BaUdL Our direction ktteily waa variable^ but geii»- 
lall; North, and our rood from a quarter of a mile to a nule 



Digitized by Google 



BA&KIJU-AROOU 



817 



fiNna the Nile. We olMerved* many doum tiees in diftrent 
placet In die Desert on our left, and «t a gnol dietanoe from 
the river. 

Heie MailA Tombol waa gieeted by a Ibimer sulgect, who 
aacrifioed a cow in his honour — so very palatable an hmiour, and 

likely to be productive of so much real service to all of us, that 

we determined to pass the aiUrnoon and night at this place. 
There is a very rich island near, named A room, separated from 
the main land hy a channel, about a hundred yards broad, and 
now almost dry. The isUuid is nearly a mile in width, luxuriant 
and jU cultivated, and full of ring-doves and quails. We had 
for some days seen nothing of the dog Anubis, and began to be 
anxious about his fate ; he returned to-day, at a happy moment, 
thin and ill and nearly famished, and no longer the lion-dog of 
Dar Sheygya. 

Oiur tent was pitched UMiight in a small opening in the 
middle ni a grove^ the entrance facing an avenue of pabna. 
After daric the servants lifted a very laige fiief before the 
door ; their long shadows^ and dioee of the natives with them, 
passed over the delicate branches of the pafam^ never seeming so 
mudk so as wiUi the red fire biasing on them; the Pleiades and 
the Hyades were looiking in from above^ and Orion twinUed 

* Ismael Pasliu told us that be had seen fhs nniiiini of wdlt at uoie dm five 

miles' distance from the Nile, in Dongola. 
t As much wood was oowumed ta thi* fire as would bavo cost ten dolUrs at 

S P 
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through the trees : other fires were seen throu^ the opaung^ 
and the savages were ahoatmg about us. 

In about three miles we passed, on. the rig^t, some 
mined mud buildings on the edge a£ the green ground. 
The land for some distance on our left was flat and cultivaUe^ 
and many trees were visible at a distance. The whole plain was 
covered with the tracks of gazelles, scattered, in general, irregu- 
larly about ; in other places, I have seen narrow winding paths, 
traced by their delicate feet, and probably many miles in length, 
leading down from the mountains to the Kile, to some spot, 
perhajis, where the shrubs are sweeter or the water more clear. 
The mirage* is no where more beautiful than here, and F have 
remarked, that th( two or three places, where I liave seen this 
phenomenon in tlie greatest |>erfection, have been peculiarly 
haiinttxl by the antelope, as if she loved the banks of that fairy 
sea, and delighted to chase or ga^e upon its fugitive waters. It 
is a singular coincidence with this observation, that the mirage 
is called by the Anbs of the Desert, ** the Lake, or Biver, of 
Gazelles." 

Our general direction was Korth, and we observed a long 
cium cf low hills on the other side of the river, about half a 
mile distant from it. An animal about two feet long^ with a 
head like that of a fox, and the motions of a cat, started up 
before us, and all the horsemen and dogs were instantly after it: 

* I have Men the mirage within two, and even one, hour of sunrise and aun> 
act, bat not so brawl tad vstauive m wbm tihs wm is bigber. 
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we caD it about lulf a nuk^ «lieii Uie fixat speanman tlirew 
and miflied it; the aeoond, w]io naa on Ibot, Idlled it at about 
ten yards' diatance- The akin was presented to ua by the 
Makk. 

In aiatiniieaniarewe patiicd some mud mina ; and in ten miles 
and a hal^ some small stony hills and some masses of schist 
In eleven miles are some more ruins, and inereamng verdure and 
ftrtilily. In half a mile more begin aome atone hill^ about 
half a mile to our left, running nearly North and South: our 
own direction, like that of the river, beij^ N.N.W. Here 
begin ilie district ol llajidecli. 

In fourteen miles we came to two sni ill tombs, built of very 
large bricks, well siiuat^ on the hiU.s close by the road-side; 
and in about a mile more, after passing some other tombs, to 
the ruins of Ilandech. 

ITie lower part of the South wall of the castle is built of 
large stones, and the upper of small ones or bricka ; about the 
middle of this upper part are three layers of stones, not extemiU 
ing quite the whole leQgth of the wall, of the saie and nrchitec- 
tore of the best tempka, forming a singular contrast with the 
leat of die bnildini^ whidi ia exactly like the finrtreases eoniF 
nionly fbond in these oountriea. On ihe Weat nde of it are 
aosne odier atones aunilarly laid, but not remaining so legulariy 
aa those described. I can catfy coigecture that the whole caslle 
waa cnffnuSfy of dmt better slyle of nuooniy, whidi is Ibund in 
the remains at Taikin Nubia, and that it has been fiwn time 
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to tune lepeixed and lefauilt mih ihe meaner materiaib in tue in 
after ages. The hea^t at which these fttones aie phoed, and 
the regularity widi idudi they are hud, prevents the nip|MMition 
that the whole bdMing itf modem, and erected fiom ihe ruing 
of some former edifice. Either suivpoditioii proves that Han^ 
dedi, as well as Ddngola, was a place of importance before the 
downfidlcf the arts in Afliea. 

In die inride of the castle was found a bhuik ffsnatt mortar, 
very like that in the fortress at Ibrini, but much hogor; and a 
mosqxie supported by some pillars. It was the palace of Msldc 
Chowcs, who, till the arrival of the Mamdouks, frequently 
resided at iiaridech a.s liis capital ; at present there seem to be 
scarcely two hundred people in the place. 

Here was the southern boundary of the kingdom of the 
Mameloukii. 

On the left side of the road beyond tlie city is a burial 
ground, extending for above half a mile along the edge of the 
Desert ; and in three miles is another similar one, and a build- 
ing near, which is apparently an old church. The graves are 
inTariaUly covered with a great number of the clearest white * 
quartz stones. In five miles we canie to a large stony plain, 
bounded on the left by the hills before mentioned, which, after 
coming down close to the river at Handech, again go olOT to the 
N.W., and end in about six miles from the cif^, and two firam 
the Nik. After five miles and a half we tuned off across the 
onltiTated open plain, covered with docks and camdk leachtitg 
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ftom the Bteny plain to the Nile. Our diiectioD thus fiur hid 
been N.N.W. ; then in about one mile <N. by E.) we came to 
a anall village by the Nile ude, and in one mile mor^ (N.N.W.) 
through rich and cultivated ground to another village, named 
Skwi, near the Nile. Am we adTaneed in the kingdom of the 
MamdoulEfli^ the country improved in fertility and population ; 
the men walk about with their spears in their hancl&, and seem 
a.s well disposed to tlicir present, as they are said to have been 
to their late, luasUrs. 
Jw. I. All iiiisuecessfiil call was made ujwn our surgical 
skill by a very young boy. who during the wars be- 
tween the Sheygy'a and the Mameluuks, had rrf ^ i^ ( d a bnll in 
the arm, from one of the former (as he said), tor ha\nng retiised 
to cut com for their horses ; the ball had been extrd(!ted by the 
Mamelouk surgeons, but the wound was not yet healed, and in 
want of all remedies had long been left to nature; the boy had, 
in oonaequence, lost the use of his arm. 

In a mile and a hid^ over cultiTated gnmnd, we came to die 
flcattered village^ £rbou» built on a atony place in the midst of 
veidure i and in as much mine to Senigdel, where is a laige 
burial ground. In five milea theie were aome atony hilk dooe 
on our left, and our direction changed ftom N.N.W. to N. We 
ofaaerved» aocm afterwardsi two old buildings on die tops of the 
rockfl* whidi they told us were Chriatian. In aeven milea we 
paaKd a ruined town and burial ground; and, in ea^t^ anotJier 
burial ground and nimfa tomb^ like thoae examined befixre. 
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The RMd Ib between the hills and the Nil^ and Tuy near both. 
In idne miles, after hsving alieady paned one draidi, we 
reached a Bccood, surrounded hy graves, and soon after an old 
nllage^ by die load-nde; andf in eleven milest a Tety hxgB 
ruined town, partly inhabitedi with « bmial gimmd. Seme of 
the gmvea baveb at thdr head and lbo4^ a smaH pyramidal oon- 
structkm of mud and hnck; and on the north of the town is a 
briek churdi, witii the paintings of aqgds over the altar; the 
ooloum retained much of their originsl fieahness. There was 
a weU in the draidit and three or fimr of the same kind eut in 
the fldid rock about it; the roof had Men in, except a part of 
the cupola. 

The houses in this and, I beUeve, aM the villages in this 
part of the countr\', iia\ c a large stone over the door, covered 
with Arabic inscriptions. This place is called Keneeza, and in a 
mile more the district of Handech ends, and that of Hannadi 
begins. 

Between fourteen and fiflet n miles we jwssed a iminber of 
ruined houses, and at fifteen nnles the green ground widened, 
and the Mils on our left became less considerable ; we obsewed 
a large burial ground on our right, and heard the aound of 
aakies firom the Nile. In sixteen miles we came to anodier 
large ruined town^ named Kail^ with saints^ tombs^ some of 
which are oonical, of four or fire stories, and others pyramidal, 
but all of mud. We observed one or two old churches among 
the ruins, which are scattered tar a great length akmg the edge 



Digitized by Google 



MOIIFOCH. 



BBS 



of the Desert. In sixteen miles and a half we paased some 
perpendicular sandstone xocia, dme by the road, which was 
near the river, and soon afterwards a sin all matted village 
opposite to the end of an island, which is about a mile Icmg. 
There were aome other smaller islands below, already men* 
tioned in oux progreas up the river. The cultivable ground, 
fiw Uie last tluee or four nule^ is no where abo?e throe 
handled yaids inoad* and aeldom one hundred; and a line of 
saints* tomba extends for miles along the tops of the stony 
hills on our left. 

In nineteen miles we passed m deserted village^ and in 
another half mile a large nunod town ; near it are above tburty 
saints tomb^ of whidi duee or Ibur are pyramidal, and sereial 
duefly of brick; wealaoobaervedtSwiemunsaf seranlOuistian 
chuiches. The houses are all of stone, and about as wdl 
built as the stone fences used in some parts of England. In 
twenty-one miles antl a hall' wc reached a small village, calletl 
Momfoch, by the name of the Mamelouk chief who built it 
We halted here for the night-, and were entertained with great 
civility by the inhabitants. The country has been more fertile 
of late : and this place is situated among the trees, at about a 
quarter of a mile from the river. 

Here we met the Beiss of the Cataracts gmng up to the 
army, to superintend the passage of the SheiU of Doulg& ; he 
made us a very acceptable present of some of the Pasha's 
apiiits, and informed us, that ha had seen our caqgee and its 
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crew a few days ago^ waiting wim bad we left ihem, at Wady 
HaUk A penon died in iSbe Tillage dniing tlie ni^t, and we 
were Isept awake fer Bome time hy the loud and eontiniied 
lamentations of the female inhabitants. 

In about two miles the palms become ray thidE by 
the river-aideb and after riding &r about four moie^ 
over a rich but uncultivated plain, foU of large covies d hng- 
wingefl partridges, took unusually short ili|^t8i and 

aff orded us excellent sport, we arrived at MarAgga. The mud 
part of the to^Mi seems capable of contamiiig not more than six 
hundred or eight hundred people ; but the greater part of the 
inhabitants, who are said to be xcry muiierous, live in straw huts 
among the trees. The plain i& m i v low here, and symptoms of 
inundation are visible at nearly t\\ <) utiles from tlie river. There 
are several large hole^, whence the mud was taken to build the 
town, and which are now fiUetl with stagnant water. Some 
xnaorshy ground near assists in aecouiitinc; for an Intt i imtti^nt 
fever, which generally prevails here after the inundation has 
retired. 

We found, in consequence^ many of the inhabitants and all 
the soldiem ill, including our old ftiend, the Aga, Haffiissar, to 
whom we were obliged for our passage to the army. He was 
4ft||i|j iliftfl«l to see us again, took us ftequently by the hand, and 
talked with laptuie of hb native Constantinople; 

M our horses and camels were very much fetigued, Maldt 
Tombol came to request us to allow them to repose for the 
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lemainder of the day heie^ to wluch |Mopoml we gave oar 
oanaent very leadily; we were not Mmy to be enabled to pass 
a few iMniZB ID ffiwnimng the late opital of the Mamelouks^ 
and to collMt a number of fecta zdative to their anival and 
rendenoe in that eoimtiy, and departiue fiom it. 

I flhaU be ezemed if I shortly continue tiie aeooont of a body 
of nieii,i^iflaeluatoiyig,inopepcMn^ aou nfo r t unatdycoi ^ ^ 
with our oim: if no longer fimaidable fiom their numben and 
eoun^ they are^ at leas^ become interesting by their misfbr- 
tnnes; and tiiose who irill not allow their admiration to the 
finest and most intrepid horsemen in the worid, ^U, pedutps^ 
bestow their pit) on a bond of potseented wandeKf% the Tietima 
of repeated treachery*. 

On their first appearance in the year 1812, on the frontiers of 
Mahass, they appear to liave found Mahommcd, C asliell of that 
country, at war with Malek Tombolf ; and Mahoininctl engaged 
to receive them as frientk, on condition that they ^s<^ll^l a.^^ist 
him in the destruction of 'romhol. 'I'lu-y were unck-r two t liiefs, 
who seem to have In en mdejx?ndent of eatrh other, and otttii, as 
in this case, at variance. Ibrahim Bey, the same who, during 
the massacre in the citadd at Caixo, eaeaped by leqpdqg his horse 

* See BoRskhardt, p. 12, 13. 

t Thia Mial^ describes himself to have been tbeo Avt up by his more powerfbl 
enemies, in his strong castle on the Island of Tombos — ^probably that mentionad 
by Burckhardt, as being in the Island of Mosho. There is no ubuid of thai OUM, 
Uiough Tombos i« nearly opposite to the district of Moshi. 
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ofcr the walls into the Ciendi bdow*, waa one ; and Abdah 
Rodim^ti Bey, the other* Ifarahiiii would hwe accepted the 
propowl of Mahommed ; but dw other would act haatilyooiiMiit 
to die esctinctioii of to greet a man es Malelc Tombdl s and^ on 
their anival at Argo^ whither tbey imniediately advincedt th^ 
enunmed the merits of the cbm^ and decided in &vour of (hat 
monaidL They finally eatahKahed themaelTet in that country 
(in the mannermentioned by Bmcfchardt), by a treacheroui^ mas- 
aaere of the Sheygy'a, who, resident as governors in Argo, receiver! 
them as friends, and enlcrLaiUt'd them witli that unsuspicious 
hospiuility for which, like most other brave savages, Uiey were 
remarkable — the Mamelouks, from their sufierings, had learnt 
only fikithlessness and ingratitude. 

The Casheff of Mahass began now to Ijc , if raid oi his new neigh- 
bours, and, with the hope of causnig tiicir destruction, strongly 
pressed them to undertake an expedition into Dar Sheyg\' a ; the 
Mamelouks challenged him to place himself at their and 
gaade them thither ; this the Casheff did not think proper to 
comply with, and imniediately pat hinudf under the pioteotian 
of Mahommed AH. 

The eetaWiahnwnt of the Mamaniifa Jq ^ countiy aeems 
not to have been immediately followed hy any violent war with 
(he Sheygy'a; but a tvealy was made^ by wfaidl the whole 
western bank of (he river, and the islands, from Handech on the 

• The ho«M craibfld to Mi-^Ibidun Mcaped acnij 
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south, to Hannech, the frontier town of Dougola on tlio north, 
were ceded to the invaders. They seleotiHl IVfaragga tor their 
capital ; and, as they had brought with tlu m .1 ixreni deal of 
money*, in SjKinish dollars and Venetian se(|uiiis, and gave 
great enoouragement to foreign traders, forbidding, at the same 
tiin^ «nj of their own subjects to trade out of thdr country* — it 
was not long before that city became the oentre of mooh eoni* 
merce ; and graduaUy increasing in size, assumed the name of 
New D6ngolat ; the old city still remained io tlie hands of the 
^leygy'a. They also introduced some impcovementa in the enU 
tivation of the oountiy, and enoomaged the growth of wlieat 
instead of Dbowm: ytt, upon the wholes the Aigives aeeu to 
bam gained tittle their diai^ of maaten. Hie tneaf 
dxinag the government of tbe Shefg/e wcie raodenUe^ and 
alwagv dinded equally between fhemaelveB and the Eii^; 
wheieak, the Mamelonla took one-third of the produoe of the 
whole eonntiy: beaidea which Hiey were eonatantly hnrtiiMfd 
by llie Sheygy'a, who weie nradi bettor liked aa govemota than 
88 enemies. Some peasants told us, that fieqnentfy, soon after 
midnight, they uaed to be rouaed by tlie war-eiy of die Aiaibt, 
who had contrived to oonoeal themselves on the main-land tiU 
that moment, and then swam their lu»se8> by tying empty 

* The iWlMill% of the plunder o{ Nubia. See Burckhnrdt, p. 33. 

t We were assured by some GclUbs, who were lamenting iu present lituatioD, 
Uiat It waa a market frequented even by the traders from Dttrfour ; aad that ill 
aitidM wo* to be fbond there at tte wme price es at Ciiio. 

X 8«B BnreUMvdt, p. 69. 
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leathern bags nnder Omn bellies aemft the nmt. Instant oon^ 
fusion and fUgfat was the oonsequenoe^ and those were ihoi^t 
happy who oould tave themaelvea by the aacrifioe of their pro* 
pertj ; for, as the Sheygy'a huMkd on diflbi«nt idanda at the 
aame tinn^ it was difficult to diatingiiidi whence onetly th^ 
ahottt came. Theie piedatoiy incursuniB weie executed widi 
audi rapidity, that the aarialance of the Mamekuka generally 
armed too late ; sometimea, however, they surprised the robben, 
and took a terriUe vengeance on those they caught, by impaling 
them, in every instance, in the most public places, by the 
road-side. 

i\bout twenty months after their establishment, they made 
an t \])< (h'tion against Malek Chowes, on the invitation of Maiek 
Zobeyr, who was then at war with the king of Merawe. They 
are Kiid to have Iw'aten the bheygy'a at Koraigh, killing one 
hundred and titty ot them, and to have sent back a triumphant 
message to their wives, who were not (as Burckhardt was in- 
formed) moletted by the enemy during the absence of thdr 
husbands. Malek Tombol served himself in this campaign, 
and was piesent at the action, and assiued us that the victory 
was eMttemdy glorious. Against the weight of his royal tes- 
timony it can hardly be uiged, that the neoct battle was fought 
at Hett^ BO that the oonquerora must have retreated about 
fifty miles after their success. This second battle they certainly 
did gain;- but owing to some difference between the Chie^ 
Ifanfaim Bey letuned with part of the amy to Msrsgga, and 
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Alxiah }\o( hinaTi followed up the Sheygy'a with the rest, though, 
it would seem, with no permanent etfect. However, the various 
events of these wars did not at all shake the security of their 
establishment in D<}ngola, where, but Hot the peraevexing hatred 
of Mahoramed Ali, they would have continued to rule* and 
improve the kingdom they had founded. Their annsf, and 
their aldU and intrqiidity in uaing them, wete the admiration of 
Iheir Bubfeet8» and the Arabs 11ieDi8d.inea leluotantly aUoived 
them to be the best honemen in the wodd. 

The leaidene e of respectaMe artuans among diem is proved 
by their having oonatnicted two or three boats mlih aaSlM, whidh 
they destroyed before their dqiBfttiMii esBoqpt one^ whidi they 
gave to liie Sheygy'a; fofeaeeing^ no doubly that dxMe Arabs 
would oppose the progress of the Turkt^ .and wiUii^ to fiiraidi 
one enemy with the means of iiqnring another more powerftd 
and more inveterate : they had also one or two French surgeons 
Willi them. 

After being established for some months in D6ngola, they 
sent back most of their Cairine wives, and married the daughters 
of the native Nubians; these pruM rv( d \o t hern, even in tlieir 
latest mislbrtunes, the most sincere attachment ; many left their 
countiy and fled with them, and those who remained behind 

* Barckhard^ in the year 1813, was of a contraiy oj^on; contraiy to that of 
■D tilt labjflcU of the Mamdouks, and, I believe, all tlicir enmi Md fi ae p. 73. 

t Bidi man had a donble-barrclled gun, two brace oTpNtota^ a aabia, and ft 
dagyw: tb« ftieaiait gaaeiaUy of En^th otaaaiactBn. 
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oontiniied fidthfid to dwir wandensg hiulNuid8*» and med to 
dedave they irould rather die than injure diem. They say that 
it is not tlie Faaha, but God, who haa driTen tlwDi away ; thus 
exerting their poredestinariaa poncqd^ 
fortimefl, and to vindicate the honour of thdr hiubaada. 

Ibrahim Bey died toon after the exped&timi againifc Menwe^ 
and Abdah Bodhman Bey was kit at die head of the remaining 
warriors. He is said to be<tf a noUe person and undaunted 
mind ; horses stand trembling at his voice, and he has drome- 
daries that obey no call but his. ^\Tien the Paslia. jiist before 
his last expedition, sent a message to the Mamcluuks, lull of 
flattering promises in case of their submission, it was he who 
retumctl the haughty answer, " Tell Maiioniraed All, that we 
will be on no terms with ovir servant." And accordingly, as 
the Turkish troops continued to advance, in the month of June, 
after an unusually grand celebration of the Ramadan, the brave 
exiles took their departure for Shendy : they were themselves 
three hundred, with double that number of women and slaves ; 
they had lost about one hundred during their residence in 
D6ngola. The Sheygy'a had heard of their intended d^Murture, 
and, while lying in embadi to sorpriae them, were themselves 
surprised. The Mamebuks took several prisoneni, iriumi they 
immediate^ beheaded; and thus the h»t act of iutetoourse 
between these warlike neighbours was marked by the ssmespiiit 

* lunaiel Pasha protected such of these women as fell into his hands, and 
obfi^ped the «oUBot tQ fmpeet Ihdt dnati^. 
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of implacahle hottOity that dwtinguiBhed all die pieoediiig ones. 
This parting blow of the Mamebuks was amply revenged on 
their late aolgects by an uiuption of the Arabs^ who sebed the 
flocks and liahted the women, and carried some of the inha- 
bitants* away into their own country. 

In iliv mean time, the Mamelouks had crossed the Desert 
from Korti to Shendy, where they were not received within tlie 
walls, but allowed to encamp without. They remained there 
till the successes of the Pasha over tlie Sheygy a terrified the 
Mek of Shendy into a determination not to oppose the 
Turkish arms. He then ordered the Mamelouks to quit the 
country, and the greater part of them, under Abdah Rochman 
Bey, retired towards Darfour ; some went in the OfipoBite diieo- 
fcion, to the banks of the Bed Sea ; and we were assured, on our 
return to Egypt, that a few, forgetful of the fate of all who had 
trotted to the promises of Mahommed All, had thrown them- 
advea on the mercy of their peneontor. 

An ei]i^ieditiion, vdiicb was at that moment adnmeing item 
Egypt againat Daiibnr, wouldf probabfy dispene or destroy the 
few who were still united under Abdah Bodmum Bey ; and the 

• None of the inhabitaJils takeo off from time to time liy the Sheyr^^'a had 
hitherto ever retained ; some w«ie now of oar party, whom the Pasha bad found 
in Dw Sbeyg^a, and disnuwed to dieir fbmier homes. 

i" ItU just poMible, that, in case of the submission of the King of Dartbur, 
they may be able to effect their retreat through Kordofan to the banks of the 
Niger ; but as th«;y are still powerful enough to become an object of jealousy to 
petly priiKt*, (heir vkingwto dwiciictwaappem inentaMe. 
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pnarat details may be oonddeffed as Heat oondbBion of ibe histtny 
of die MeoneloulcB. 

That onoe dreaded name bas e^er now oeaaed to exist; and, if 
it bafiwUdden to lament die extinetion of a laoe of insolent, 

though intrepid, warriors, I may be aOowied to express a hope, 
that they have not fallen by treachery, but have died, m they 
lived, with the sabre in ihcir hand, avc'ni:in<f on tlic niyrmidons 
of Mahommed Ali their severe and cunlinued sulierings, their 
own &t^ and the fate of their massacred comrades. 

Some bark, wliicli we had yesterday administered to 

Jllk S< 

the having produced an effect far from beneficial, 
we tried a second prescription ; and leaving him more medicine 
than we could well spare, took leave of him with much regret. 
He attributed his illness to an uj^y 4guie*, which came to bim 
every night, seized him the arm, and in spite of all resistance 
led bim out into the open air — which is, no doubt (he adds), 
some temptation of the deviL" He told this with ^bssbX sim- 
plicity, and it would probably bave been impossiUe to persuade 
him that the ug^y figure was the consequence^ and not the cause, 
of his fever. 

Malek Tombol and his attendants became mora fimiiliar't- as 

* AH Mehonetambdisve in the eniteace of gfaoate. 

t Tnrellere have expressed their astonishment and diBgast at the halntoal eCBCteF 
tions of the Albanians ; but I believe Argo to be the court where, under the auspices, 
and by the example, of Malek Tombol, tiiat delicate art is carried to the highest 
poniUt pcifeelMni. The ikill Memed to vaiy laeoid i Bg to As nsk of die per> 
fonner; the royal fh-nily had the ^atest merit, aodtllcldnglunudflMaobvioailjr 
the most «coompU»heU man in hU donuoioot. 
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tliey got better acquainted with us; and, as dw tobaooo rtOl 
lasted^ tlie inlevuwv ct dow, of our tent waa leldoni fiiee from 

thdr intrusions ; and particularly at the moment of dressing, or 
eating, or packing, or whenever we were any how employed, 
they came to indulge their curiosity, and sat by staring at us, 
till we were obliged to dismiss them, not alwaj's very politely. 

The Nubian monarch is not a good man ot business. Some 
dispatches, which he had brought down firom the Pasha to the 
Aga, he did not delivur till the moment of his departure from 
Maragga, having retained them in his possession for twenty 
hours after his arriinal in this place : tliey contamed a command 
for all the soldiers there to join the army, leaving the govem> 
roent of the whole coantiyt fiom Axgo to Handech, in the hands 
of Malek Tombol and bis ooniin. This proof of can fi dcnce 
laliber inoeased die importanoe of our loyal fidend. 

It was late^ in eomequmeie^ bBfinm we set out. In four miles 
we posHed some aaintS* touibB, Huee of iduch were of burnt 
brick, and in six mika we left the graaa, on whkh we had thus 
fir been fidingt and entered an open and banen plain about two 
miles broad, of s Uadc and rich soil; we tnrelled along it for 
about six miles (N. by W.)f and then came to Ihe Nile oppoaite 
to ^NSagaat the southemmost of the three islands which Ue 
between Axgo and the western bank. In three miles more 
(N.K.W.t and not for foom the palma) we again foCmd onndires 
on the bank, which we fallowed for twomilea, and halted for the 
night opposite to the island of BennL After we left theTioinity 



23i B£^Ni— CAPITAL OF MALEK TU.UBOL. 

of Maw^gg* we Mw little cultivataoBi and few inb^itantik end no 
large towiit thoiij^ the cultivable' gEoimd extends genenlfy to 
more tiban two niika' dutanoe ftoni the dver. 

The idand of Benn^ or My Son^ ia from eiglit to ten snika 
long^ and not above one in Iweadth. King TomboTa matted 
capitid waa eiactly opposite to our place of encampment. We 
heard guns firing and tambours beating, and loud and repeated 
HUiloos firom the inhabitants, in welcome of lifae letum of their 
sovereign. They had heard a report that he had been beheaded 
by the PaslKi, ;ijid had been employed in lamenting his loss. His 
former residence was at the northern end of Argo ; the Mame- 
louks had ohligal him to establish himself at Benni, that he 
might be neaier to the centre of their kingdom, which was almost 
entirely confinefl to the West bank of the Nile ; he prolessed 
to have had under their government a resjjectable force of cavalry 
armed witli guns and pistols though he allowetl that the Sheygy'a 
with their lances were more than a match £oi him, when unas- 
sisted by the Mauwlouks, 

^ This morning Malek Tombol, having paiaed the afteiv 
noon and ni^t in jnepaiation for return to his capital, 
CEoesed the river in a ferry4)oat, dragged by swimming hones ; 
the water ia extremely deqi^ and the si^t to us was qmte new ; 
they struggled well agsinat the ciirfent» and were over in a veiy 
short timfe His Mjjjeaty tiben landed cm Hie ialand, and was 
received fay a large body of his sttl:ject% cavalry and inftntiy, 
aimed, and appaiently diepoaed to diqimte his advance to the 
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palace, fie uutandy attadn diem iriih llw honem^ 

craned widi liiiii, and a regular sham fi^t commences. The 

cavalry engaged on both sides probably Mnoiinted to fifteen, 
though some spectator coiild only count ten; the infantry 
was rather more numerous ; a great number of charges were 
made, and much ppinjwwder expended, lit-lore tlie ninn.irch 
could gain possession of his capital, and liis four wives. 
This noisy scene l;isted for almiit a quarter of an hour, and 
then the sakies began to work agaiOf and all was qiiiet for the 
rest of the day. 

The rest of the day was marked by no particular occurrence, 
except that we began, at the suggestion of Sir Paolo, to bake our 
bread on a gridiron, which proved an excellent substitute for the 
flat iran usual among the Turks. Tombol sent us over in the 
evening a fine lamb and a flask of palm wine; a boat was to be 
ready the next morning to convey us across from fienni to Aigo^ 
that we might levint the antiqmties iriudi ive had belbie exa^ 
mined there. 

^ Giovanni had yesterday suffered a severe attack of 
fever, which required the applicatioii of our medical 
skfll; it was not exerted in vain, and on his pronouncing himself 
well, we cnMsed the river to Benni at about mid-day, aooompanied 
by James and the Glenoese. Malek Tombol sent down horaea to 
the ahoie to meet us, but as they arrived a few seconds too late, 
we Mt oursdves bound in dignity to xefiue them, and go up to 
the fortress on foot 

S H • 
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In one oonier of it ma the fing's straw palaoe^ diflfering in 
no respect fiom any otlier hut A 8o& and an amMbair, both 
of the manufacture of the country, were prepared &r ufl, and 
himself sat with his 1^ crossed under him on another ann-ehair 

opposite to us. We found him in remarkably good humour, and 
he often laughed aloud; but a frequent and violent roll of bis 
, eye proved, that an unprotecteti i r l\ < lU r would have fared very 
ill with him. Ten or twelve naked savages ^Icod before liim; 
they kiss his hand on l i reiving an order, or presenting any thing 
to him, and treat him with perfect respect ; he had laid aside 
his led travelling cap, and assumes for these state occasions a 
dirty white on^ which is &r firom incveesiiig the royalty of his 
appearance. 

We were doomed to esperience his hospitality. We began 
the &ast by disposing of two krge cu^ of cofe esdv which 
were fidkwed fay the umial mess of sour bread and meat; a 
heveagfi, mianM^A sherbet, hij^y sweetened widi veiy bad 
Egyptian sagSTi wm to be swallowed with it^ and then came two 
other cups of oofibe; presenlly, a large bowl of boon was placed 
befinre our two int e r p r et e r s^ who were seated on the ground near 
us. No strong liquors were ofibred to ourselves, fiom die ftai^ 
no doubt^ of violating the supposed rpli^ous fedings of llkfo. 
Hanbuiy— fer my fidth was no longer uncertain. 

After dinner his Majesty became tallaitiTe ; he mentioned the 
sliam fijjht of yesterday with some diffidence, and hoped that it 
cUd not appear ridiculous to us. He spoke with pride of iiis 
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own fiunily*, and with inteieBt d Uie wns of the Mamehniks 
and Sheygjr'a; and tho«i|^ he had joined* firom neoeaaty, tibe 
fetmer, he aeenu to have been nune attached to the latter. 

Brnddundtf hat Mid Bomediing in diapaiagemait of the 
duntitj of drair women ; and our question to his Majesty, on 
that subject, excited great laughter, as a cousin of the king's, 
then seated on his left hand, was the son of a female cousin of 
the great Maiek Chowes. Malek Tombol condescended to be 
humorous and severe upon tlie general frailty and venalit}' of 
the sex ; and as tJie subjet^t is of some interest, it may not be 
uiumpurtant to give tlie very words of the Nubian monarch: 
" I beUeve," said he, " that, m all countries, if a very hand'some 
woman be very much tempted, the restdt will be the same." Aa 
we were not successful in convincing him that to our oountiy 
his rule was not applicable, we changed the subject of conveni^ 
tion to the literature and hospitaUty of the Sheygy'a, on both 
which heads he cenfiimed the aooonnta girai bj Burckhaidtf; 

* iiis famiiy name is Z«beyr, and the Tombol Ibn Zebeyr mentioned by Burck- 
kafdt (p. 72.) ms bit oouio, and not lut Inodwr. 
t Page 71. 

X See p. 70. " They are ranowned for tb«ir hospital)^, and the person of tbeir 
guest or companion ia MKsred. If a traveller ponanet a fitend among them, and 
hat baeit pfatndered on the road, his property will be recovered, even if it haa been 
taken by the king. They all speak Arabic exclusively, and many of them write 
and read it. Their learned men are held in great respect by them ; they have 
aehooliy wberdnall lihe adencet are taught wliidifoiiBlheeottne of MahammedBn 
ttndy, mathematics and astronomy excepted. I have seen books, copied aifc 
Merawe, written in as fine a hand as that of the scribes of Cairo," Ifc. t(c. 

The Sheygy'a were also (amoiia tat ^nax maitufauctate of variegated mau called 
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and on the httei^ pntieiiiarly, aasiixed m that a tnvcUer, pnj- 
perly reoommeiMled to one of their Chiefls^ irould have been 
noUy entertained bj them. 

In the afternoon we crossed to Argo, whidk IB ftrtlier ftam 
Benni than Beimi irom the main land, and walked southward 
for alx)ut a mile on the shore, to the chief village, nameti also 
Argo ; it is situated about the middle of the western shore of 
the island- Alios e it, ako <iii this liank, are two villages, Hadji 
SanrAr and Cort«'>8. Agade is the oiily iowa of ooDsequence on 
terra firma, on tho Vast Kink, near Ai l'o 

From the \illage we proceeded to the statues, wliicii are 
about four miles S.£. of it. The western side of Argo is in 
some plaoea very iandy, and a little within is a great deal of 
low ground, now full of stagnant water and fishes and water- 
fowl ; all this part of the idand la said to be at this season par- 
ticularly unhealthy. Time are many bends in the sboies both 
of Ajrgp and Bennif and the width of the river between them it 
in coniequence very vaiiable. We found the statues as we had 
left them; we had written our names in ink on one of thenii 
and the writanf^ which, from the anthor and the chaiacter being 
alike unknown, had caused a great sensation, was kft untouched, 
except the » and the o^% whidi the natives had carefbUy entsed; 
though we could never kam the reason of thdr particular 
antipathy to those two letters. 

Stoia, and their Serins and Angereygs (Bmekblldt, p. 213,) Wtlft tlMf» OMitfj 

fiibricated than in Mahasa and Dongola. 
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The opmiaoa* of the Nubiaiu letpeedng the works of aiip 
tkpnty aze difibent ftom tliose of ihe Axahe, who weie our 
finrmer ocmdactois ; and they oonnder the oohissi, not as ^ants 

miraculously changed to ston^ but as " the works of mighty 
men, instructed by God." Tliesc men, liowever, were not 
Mui^ulmen, and iuukI therefore have been Chrislians or Idolii- 
ters, terms, with them, nearly synonymous. Now I had bceu 
long ago discovered to bi' dvi iildlati r ; nnd while employed in 
the contemplation of these wonderful etfbrts of art, was pleased 
with the knowledge that I was considered, by the savages about 
rae, as a pilgiim who had wandered thus fiir to warM^ the 
wtnrks of my aneerton. 

tag^ of a IT'ttfaoan, who affi>ided 118 Ae heat qiecHBen we 

* There was & dispate one dfty betweeo two Nabiaiu, put of the crew of our 
eangbi-, about their origin. One held thst flie Ifttbiaiii were <be doieeDdatita of 
tkose viho had built tlio temples of Egypt and Nubia, and ttqr were then 
made Christians, and afterwards MussvJmen, by force. We most suppose, in this 
case, that many of the native Egyptians, on the Arabic conquest, tied into the 
vpperooaotriw. Tim other e e e m e d ivflneneed by a InditioB, tluit th^liad «ll 
come more lately from the East. The former opinion would seem to be confirmed 
by the fact, that the Egyptian Arabs call the Nubians, in contempt, " Descendants 
of Plnnoh.'* We have, however, the evidence of Eratosthenes (as quoted by 
Btnbo, lib. xrii.) that the Nou1m» mre a diatiDct and powerful race, inbaliiliiig the 
left bank, from Meroe to the ftyxmveg of thn Nile ; and it is by subsequent con- 
quest that they have extended their name as far as Assouan. Fogitives from Egypt 
m»f liMeiiiiniilediriththcmandtKkentbMraHiie^ hot it ie iaipcMiMe to suppose 
tilgttlMyfiVtt the body of the nation. — See Burckhardt, p. 133. 

+ I was once asked by a Turkish soldier, in the great temple at Pbila^ whether 
that edifice was the work of the Enghsh or the French. 
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liad found of tlie hotpitalitf and oookeiy of Us oo«mtrjr» ivepio- 
eeeded to make an attempt at ezoavatioii, Maldc Tombol had 
sent mth iia three body-goaida anned with fewDtda and gnu* 
without whose aadatanfle it wovild have heen unpoHiUe to pni> 
cuie woikmen. It waa with great diffienlty that Iheae men 
covdd be pievailed upon to engage in thSa aemo^ and Ihey 
abmilutdy zefoaed to atir, " till the aun haa waxmed the 
woxld.'' Eren with 4heir aid, none can be perauaibd by any 
pMnuiaea to enter into dna employment ; and it waa only by the 
strongest applications of terror that seven men were at length 
prevailed upon to work for six or seven hours. Their lalwurs 
were not quite useless : they found the head of the sitting 
statue of black granite, and the foundations of a thick walL 
The face of the statue is much disfigured ; the hair, which falls 
I ( ) t he shoulders widening as it descends, is of the finest sculp* 
ture ; the legs are more muscular than is usual in Etj>"ptian 
sculpture, and the shin-bone, toes, and waist, are reniiirkably 
well executed, as are the hieroglyphics which ornament the 
seat 

The arms were broken (as were, probaUy, those of the nune 
perfect colossus) by the Sheygy'a, at the lequest of their women, 
who hoped, by the Tudenoe of the ae^ or Uie possesion of the 
ftagmentf^ to eoauxe to Ihemadm an exemption from the 
atexitity so eonunon on the banka of the Nile. Sunikr adi^ by 
whiehi even if human race would 

be too deaiiy puMshaaed, have been, and aie ati]), ftequentfy 
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perCbrmed by the Anbs of Egypt, and kunimted by the tn> 
▼ellen ivho dewribe theni. 

We paid the iravkmen libezaUy in the only money we had, 
Egy ptian piastitt^ and ratiied to our hat, determined to lenew 
ouv investigalioo to-mcwrow. 

Veiy violent lains 611 here in April ; the ahoiwa laat from 
one to two hours, and are attended irith thunder and lightning. 
Thi y make the roofs of their straw houses water-proof by bind- 
ing them strongly with chord from the palm, which they take 
off when the rainy seaiion is over; they tell us, that in the 
Desert it frequently rains for five or six following days. Slaves 
app<?ar to be dearer here than in Mahans, where a man is worth 
from twenty -five to tliirty doUarj^ : t lie residence of the Mame- 
loukg may have produced that efi'ect. 
^ ^ Our guards become rebellious and pleading an order 
from Tombol to retiuii to Benni, refbse us any assist- 
anee ; but as Mr. Uanbury had luckily all his aims with hinii 
and ra}^df a hraoe of good piatois their aeruplea wm mther 
haatily lemofed, and they anbrnitled with a munnur» that 
Ahdin Casheff himsdf had never adapted such meaamea when 
he was in ])6ngo]a. It was nnpleaaan^ no doub^ to be oU^ed 
to adopt them, and we never did so. except to aooompliah 
aome end, iriiieh appeared at the moment of great importanee 
to us; and we can witli eonfidenoe assert, that no penon was 
ever pressed into our service vriao did not confess himself ultt- 
mately a gainer by it. 

Owing to these difficulties openUaons were not re-commenced 

s I 
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till nearly deven o'dodc, and eontiDued not more than three 
luMin^ bat long enough to dedd^ lliat there has been a laige 
temple on thu spot, ftcing llie eaat neaily; the sitting statue 
WM on one aide of the entmnoe into the second dumber, and 
there vna, no doubt, another opposite to it, whieh by a ireiy 
trifling exGoration, under more &Touiable cireunistances, mi^t 
still be cBiooTeied. The idand is bodi ill peopled and ill 
governed ; but the want of any currency acknowledged by the 
natives, is the principal reason which will prevent any tra- 
v Lller, unsupported by a military force, from bringing to light, 
for the prt5sent, the numerous sculptured remains that are, no 
doubt, hid under the rubbish. We were obliged to content our- 
«?elves with such an excavation as would enable us to ascertain the 
probable nature of the building which formerly adorned the spot. 

The two colossi have stood at the entrance of the first chamber 
<tf the temple, and, from the direction in which they now lie, 
probably finang each other. The site of this temple, of which 
the limits are veiy distinctly marked by the elevation of the 
9toundt is two hundred and fifty-fire feet by (me hundred and 
seventy-one. The ground is covered with pieoee of sandstone 
inaedibly broiken and crumbled. Wi^ however, observed some 
small fragments with hiemglypiiica on them (the ibis was vay 
distinct upon one), and others sculptured in diflbrent ways. 
Some pieces of granite, and a bit of is|aas*, mdier like the 

* Strabo (lib. 17, p. 822.}, and Herodotus, (lib. 3, c. 24.), mention the Ethiopian 
caHtfiOt of preserving the bodNS oi the dead, and exposing them, dried and 
painted, in eofliiii. iiihjt v$ btew tMNfta/nmu i niMf. Hw 
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Stopper of a bottk^ some rtxy strong cement, and a few burnt 
biieka of extraoidinaiy die (poHobly the purU of aome nibw- 
quent tniildingB), were dug up by u&. 

About fifly yards S.W. of this tenple tlieve appesn to banne 
been a apaller on^ and to the &£. is a very large extrat of 
luin, covered with burnt bride and pottery. I picked up a 
small bit cf the latter, paintccL The whole field presents the 
most utter ruin conceivable, luakiug the pcrlbctiou of the 
graniiL iLiuains only the more wonderful. In the broken 
colossus there is a liole cut for the reception of iron to join the 
parts, but not deeply cut, and having the ajtpcaraiice of an 
attcnij)t in ilk in a subsequent and degenerate age, and aban- 
doned from its difficulty. 

Wc had been assured that there were some columns in 
another part of the island, but after makiDg every possible 
inquiry, and que8tionin|^ in particular, an old man, who had 
lived for^-Ave years there, and boasted to know every spot in 
the plao^ we were obliged to believe that our infixnnatioii 
not been correct. 

We had paned a part, belli yeateidaj and to^y, in wan- 
dering about tile iiland widi our guns; we found and IdOed a 
vast variety of game^ and the poHeMom of wild geeae^ wiU dudu, 
teal, snipeib and partridges, rewarded our labours. We saw 
also hares and quails, and the traces of gaaeQe% and great 
quanlitiea of a blaek and white bird, of die same siie and the 

Utter alao speaks uf Uie abuDtlauce aad quality of Ui« gkw found in Uie couolry, 

SIS 
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nine flight ^rilii a plover, oammon in Egyp^ beridM tiie led 
and green birds before deacribed. The mud xmna, tombs, and 
burial-groandfl on Ajgo, tte eompaietively few, tifaoiigli we 
observed three or {bur small plains, covered over with broken 
bndEB and pottery, as if die en of popuhnmieRS here had been 
anterior to that of vvhidh so many niismble prodncticne have 
been constantly lenuorked by us in Ddngola. The lidMbitants 
were'busy in preparing batter, of whidi a lai^ quantity ifvs to 
be immediately sent up to the army on camels. 

Being obliged to believe the impossibility of continuing our 
excavation with any chance of imjKirtuut succcfis, in tlie present 
state of the country, we determined to return to Eenni, aiid 
re-crossed tlie river in a small wretched boat, built for the re- 
ception of pre<ie8tinarians. 

From Benni I passed over instantly to our tent, and found 
that Giovanni, soon after our departure, had sudered a severe 
relapse, and that instead of sending us over notice of it, he had 
had leoourse to the women of the country for medicine ; they 
had {woduced a red powder, which they sprinkled on his eyes, 
nose, and hps, and they also pressed him to swallow some of it ; 
declining however, this c\|H;riment, he contented himself with 
tasting a Kttl^ and thou^t it was powder of bones, probaUy 
human : he got better soon afterwaida^ and on my return was 
attributing his oonvaleaoence to the prescription of hia dusky 
nhvaidana*; Us of their intdlect waik in conaenuenea 

* A mull lool^ of a stvmg though not unpkaaut taste, is eateabf die Aiabi, 
Nabians, aod even TuAm, as • good atoDnehie wni pwTe i rtativo afaiiiilaH IdnJe 
of eompiaiiittt 
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b^g^nniag to change a little^ and be niggested to me, that "per- 
these people aie not nieh be$ik as we take them for." 

There is a young Shiek, Sainl^ who Eved in a cottage near 
onr tent, and visited ua &equently*-'an intdOigent looking boy, 
and veined in lihe Koran ; he fetches water for our aerranta, 
and is nephew of the King of D6ngola. The title is Skiek of 
Idam, or Supporter of die Faidi ; the office and Ibe hdinen 
attending is hereditaiy. The Shieks of Idem are exempted 
fiom all bodily labour, and have a portiim of land cultivated by 
others; they generally increase their income by writing charms. 
Hie tombsi ix^iiGh we hvre had so many occasions to notice 
contain thdr bodies; not, however, that audi habitatieiis are 
necessarily built for all who die^ but only tm those whose con- 
duct is considered by their surviving brethren to have deserved 
such an houour. All property left in the precincts of these 
tombs is protected by their saiiclity ; and so effectually, that I 
have frequently observed heaps of corn lying there, in the open 
air and by the road-side, as being thus placetl in greater security 
than coiihi have In^en afforded by the lionse of their possessor. 

Tliis boy is (iistniguished in apjjearanee by a different arrange- 
ment of his hair, which is curled up close round the head, instead 
of hanging down in the manner usual with his unconaecrated 
countrymen 

* Tht girh* Inir fiilla lower tliwi fhe boys', souetimn down to the efaooldera, 
end Itu generally a little onunaent in it, and is always arranged with more ewe j 
the eofiring of leatbeni thoogi lonnd the weiit is pecnlier to the girls. 
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^ Mr. Hanbury (who waa now known among the Nu- 
hians onlj by the name of the Aff^y, hftving puaed a dull 
evening and a bad night in the palace at Benni, and made an 
exdiange of piesents with Malek Tombal, in whidi his Majesty 
had greatly the advantage leturned to the tent in good time. 
Giovanm, in spite of his indpient ftith in Nubian talmti had a 
▼iolent attadc of ftrer during the ni^t, and, after a serious oon- 
sultadon, we administered some dniga^ whose immediate efibct 
was ftr Scam being ftvouxable ; however, we repeated oar dose in 
the evening. 

We had hardly disposed of his oase^ when an Aiab^ a native of 
the kbuid of Artighsher, presents hinuelf, anxious to be instantly 
cured of a diarrhoea of three years' standing ; to prove the exist- 
ence of the complain L, he exposes to us his skin, seared with hot 
irons. We prescriljed some innoxious pills, in return for w liich 
he insisted, a.s a man of substance, on presenting us with fresh 
butter, and promises of ho^itality, which we never gave him 
an opjKjrtunity of fulfilling. 

I made a shooting excursion to a mountain about three mil^ 
West of us, nearly on the edge of the Desert ; a valley at the 
foot of it was full of herds of gazelles, which I was not able to 
approach. The soil continues rich, and cultivable for at least two 
miles fiNHU llie river, but has no sfqpeanuioe of ever having been 
cultivated half so ftr. 

We had sent over to Tombol to cxpreis our widi to keep the 
camels tiD the recov^ of Giovanni; and leoeived for answer, 
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that the i'aslia had put them at our entire disposal, to stop when 
and as long as we liked, and to proceed whi n we ^vou1d thus 
ol^rving iio well one of his promiaeis in us, that wv ahuost l>egan 
to pardon him for his !>reach of another. When inlornied that 
we were detained by the illness of a sers ant — " We are all sons 
of Adam," was the remark of the philosophical Malek. 

The Genoese, who was of our party, and was now becoming 
Tery iiseful, it a Catholic, and exerts the profesaons of cacdatore 
andoook; he was dressing the dinner under a palm-tree, and 
finding a great deficiency in neceasariea, raised his eyes in despair 
towaids heaven; in bo doings he obeerved on the branehes a 
duBter of dxteen gieen hiids; he took np a gun and killed tliem 
flif; he tben immediately began to exenaae his odmr tnde in 
oooloBg them, end with aii^ aueeen^ that I never leooUeet to 
have eaten ao de^ous a bird» not enoipting the beccafidii of 
Itafy and Akxandzia. 

As Giovanni was lather better this momtngi we gave 
bim Bome batk, wlndi led us to the sad disooveiy that 
we had not left ouzadves above twenty doses of that neoesaazy 
medicine. The natives consoled us by the assiuimoe, that, if we 
remained on thiR spot only three or four days longer, we should 
all have intermittent fevers, from which themselves were suffer* 
ing extremely ; luckily, the groves and fields about were frill of 
partridges, which furnished \is with an object for exertion and 
exercise, to whidi we were probably indebted for the subsequent 
continuance of our health. 
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Just as I was preparing to breakfaust after one of these excur- 
sions, T vrun interrupted by the entrance of Malek TomboL and 
his unceremonious suite. I inquired of him, whether there were 
any healthier place in the neighbourhood whither we could 
remove our invalid ; he answered with a smile, that all places 
aie alike* as all d^nds on the will of God.** Feeling this pio- 
position^ as the monarcli hud foreseen, perfectly incontrovertible, 
I endeavoured to console myself by obtaining some topogcaphical 
information from him; though not without fern of bdng 
assured* that, for the same reason all places had the same namcv 
and w«w in the same situation* I wis in this attempt moK sue- 
eessftd, and the result of this and many odmr oonverutionB on 
tfie same sutgect is contained in die map prefixed to this book. 
Suffice it here to say, that TomboPa enminatioa did not doee till 
Mr. Hanbuiy'a retnni ; and I beUere that the MMt. never 
greeted the Aga more ancerely than at that moment. He drank 
some tea with us, whidi he had previoudy aaturated with bod 
sugar, but lefiised to partake of a dish of paitridgesi as the 
Nufairas eat no Urda except fowls. He was presented with 
some articles of cutlery in return for his information, and retired 
upon the whole well satisfied with Ills visit. 

Oue youiig saint speaics Arabic* excellently, and Hadji 

• Mr.i* Niibiiitis, and even many Ec^irptian Turks, speak Arabic, which is made 
leu dithcult to them from beii^ the language of their prayers, as Latin i« of tlie 
CMhoKe, mod RooMtte of the Oraafc litatgf. I neoUeet to bave mch • Gntk 
misial, in the church of ihc Holy Sepulchre at Jf rusalem, written in much purer 
Gfeek than the New Teatament ; itconsiated probably of quotatioiis from the Fathen. 



Digitized by Google 



DONOOIA EDUCmON. 



Yacobe, by our desire, reque.-ts <1 him to write some verses of the 
Koran for him as a charm ; he toid Va('ol)c that he mmt first 
swear, " by God, the creator of the world," that they were for 
himself (a supposed Mussxilman), and not for the Cliristians. 
Yacobe offered to swear by the Prophet, but tlii*- t}ie saint held 
insufficient, sa^in^ that the Prophet, thougli tlie ambassador 
of God, ^ras still a man like iMitaelve^ and the oath by him 
would not betnnding. There aie three laws (he continued), 
that of Moses, of Jesus^ and Mahommed ; Jesus vrm the Spirit 
of God, and the mistake of the Chtistians is, in suppodng that 
he WBS crucified ; the Jew was crudfied, but die Spirit did not 
snffisr.** 

Our young instnactor received the mdiments of his educa- 
tion in Bar Sheygy's, and waa aftrnvaids at sdioal in Old 
IMngola. They are taught in these schoois to read and mite, 
and in arithmetic^ additbn, •ubtmctioii, and multiplicKUon. 
The saint multiplied sevoal figures into each other in the 
preaoice of James. When their education is finished, the 
parents pay the matter in cotton doth and dhouna, and iriien 
rich, also in cattle. The raastera are ahielcs of Islam ; these 
are not the magicians, nor are they ever shieks of tribes ; the 
employment is considere<l very honourable, and generally held 
by relatives of the ro\al iainily. The boys are punished for 
rebellious conduct, for stabbing each other with knives, t|'C. cVc. ; 
but the offence, for which there is the least hope of pardoji, is 
that of allowing the Koran to fall on the ground. Large sticks 
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are, as usuul, the instruments of chastbetuent ; but the third 
offence is in every case expulsion. They are taught to read 
on the same kind of flat boards that are used for the satae pur> 
pose in Egypt. 

The eloquence of the little saint had stopped, for the mo- 
ment, Uie negotiation for the charm; it waa aiterwarda rmewed, 
and he 'was, at last, prevailed upon to pRmuse « dbums ao 
strong, that they shall pioleet him who wears them against 
all the evil spiiits diet are moving on the eartl^ and if the 
beavena dundd M upon bin duy dull not hint him;** and 
he fcepthifl piomiae. 

C^ofvanm remained estremdj weak from (he eflhels 

Jan. 10. ' 

of his fever, and the medieineB neceaniy to remove 
it. We gave him bark, but without hope of being able to 
oontmue our journey for ■onw days. Una moxning a kii^s 
messenger arrived fimn ^Mshtm, bearing a letter, sabiting us 
in the name of God and the Prophet, and purporting, '* that 
Malek Ibrahim of Mahfras has the pleasure and htmour to 
infofim us, that fresh camels and horses are waiting for us, and 
that Malek Zebeyr (the other king of Mah^tss) is ready to do 
all that the Pasha requires of him." This was acconi|>anied by 
a verbal message from Ibrahim, contradicting, in some degree, 
the latter j>art of his lettei, which proved the important fact 
of a jealousy subsisting betw een tliese two jx)werlul sovereigns. 

The silence of the last two or three evenings had been dis- 
turbed only by one sound, the voice of a hippopotamus. 
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extremely near to us ; it u a harsh aiid heavy sound, and like the 
eieaking or groaning of a large wooden door ; i| is made when 
he raises his huge head out <^ the water, and when he retires 
into it agab; he sleeps on tituae, eats greens, but not flesh, 
and passes his da^ under water. He is here can^t by pits 
and snaresi and funusfaea food tax the table of Malek Tombd. 

A part of kst night waa passed in waging a defensive 
waifiute i^ainst a number of wild dogi, whieh had latdy 
made great depmdatikHiB on the very small stock of provinons 
that remained to us. Our success was so complete, that we 
were never afterwards troubled by their predatory visits. 

The interpreter of Maldc Ibrahim airived diia raoniing. and 
a long conversation with him Aimished mudi geographical in- 
formation about the country and islands of Mahass. His 
business was to inform us that the camels pre|>ared by his 
master belonged (Jellabs, who vveiL' i in patient to dt j iai l. 
Now, as Giovanni was yet perfectly untit lu ti ivel. it was 
agreed tliat Mr. Harsbur}' should advan<« and detain the camels 
till such time as I should be able to remove my now convalescent 
servant. 

We were invited to dine with Malek Tombol; but finding 
ourselves at the moment engaged in preparations for dq^artuie^ 
and having no great taste for the usual cookery of the country, 
we sent James oner to make our excuses : this was unfertunate, 
as the feast prejiaied fat ua was rath«r singular. Hadyi Yacobe 
waa met at ihe door by Ihe king in person, and by him eon- 

S K • 
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diicted into the chamber of the women, who were not, howerei; 
viable^ where found the court drinking wine and booia. He 
had observed a dead calf hanging at the pakce-gate ; it had 
been newly killed, and the tripe, kidneys, and heart, after being 
well washed, were served up raw, in small pieces sprinkled with 
a little salt, and brought on table in u wooden bowl. This was 
eaten, as tlie king assured him, to i)revent the bati effects of the 
wine*. After thin was finished, booza wa.'s served foiir times 
round; and at the last round it was extremely lamented that 
the Agas were not come, " for see," said the Prince, « what 
preparations have been made to entertain them!" The booza 
waa auoceeded by the uaual me&s of cooked meat and bread, ac- 
companied by the hcnneescs, which is a vegetable soup made with 
the tops of a sort of radishes ; this the king kept by his side, 
and fimm time to time poured into the other dish aa much of 
it aa he could take up in the f«hn of hia hand, pravhig thereby 
the absalute inutility of apoom. The colfe^ which had been 
ground foot the Agju, waa put up in adotfa and aaved; and the 
featiTOl condnded with Mh calabaahes of wine and booia. 

These petty Frincei^ who^ under the titles of Shieik, 
Cashed Mek or Malek, haye so long poaaeaaed and 
divided the banks of itte Nfle from Asaouan to Sennaar, seem 

* OthMrVaibnas, with whan w« Iwm diacusaed this mtttar, Im timvfu givon 

U9 the game reason. It does not appear that tliey prefer the meat raw, bat only 
take it when, in meditation of intemperance, they wish to prepare their stoutach 
f«r ths noaptkn of tiOMding quantitrai of iriiw ud boon* 
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not to liave been entirely dcspofic ; and profess to consider 
themselves as placed in that .situation by the will of God, to 
administer the justice of the Koran: the only law, as it is the 
only learning, of Mahommetans. For murder, the king may 
punish witii instant deatli ; for theft, he has only ]X)wer to \ieai 
the culprit, though it would seem that his liie is forfeited by a 
rq>etition of the oiience. There is no gradation of punishment : 
mutilation, branding, or banishment* are not heard of ; nor is 
tbere any thing intermediate between the naUboot and death. 
The kwa for securing the property of the m^ect teem to have 
been much Ibm definite ; nor crnild wo over gpt any ekwr aooount 
of them : tat the pfotecfcioii of travellers, certainly none ensted. 
IVhen «e have observed the cunoaity with which Malek Tombol 
and his soldiers regarded, and even handled, some of our pro- 
perty, and the avidity they displayed to poasess all, even to our 
very dothes, we have oAen congratulated ourselves on the protec- 
tion afibtded us by tiie name of Mahonuned and die vidnily 
of his amies 2 wifhout vdud^ I do not believe diat any attempt 
to explore these countries could have been snooessfiiL 

In wandering shout the bmial places near our tent, I Ibund 
one or two pieees of fine grey granite, hollowed, and well 
polished; serving as headpstones to (he graves. It was impoe- 

• The MUM mt tbe cn« imongiA flw tuenot EthiofMot. Sm Diodor. So 
yb.tnL tMt. 6. — ^tvytiv ^ ix r^f liiag jf^mpag ii; r^y ZfMpoy xai furarri. 
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siWe to determine of what they were fragments, or for what 
purpose they were originally intended ; though they were 
remains, probably, of the oldest times. I observ ed also a small 
earthen pot, of beautiful shape, an<l thf finest clay. 

Mr. Hanbury sent over to the ])>ilace a qiiantity of Constan- 
tinoj)le, Egyptian, and Venetian gold, in jxij'ment for a horse, 
for which he was in treaty with the king's brother ; he was sur- 
prised to find all the Turkish money returned on his hands, with 
the assurance that it was false and debased ; nothing was accepted 
but the sequins of Venioe^ and not even those till they had been 
tried in the fire. In matters mnoenung their own InteKSt^ we 
alwaja fiiund Tombol and iiia eout anfficiently penetntiqg and 
intdttigait 

The owner of the hoocae eipreMed himadf wiUing to take a 
brace of piatola in part of payment : the taate Ibr aim^ intio* 
duoed or dieriahed bj the Mamdookfl^ ia atiU very atning anuw^ 
the natbet of this coiuiti7» while m Sukkot and MaUu^ pro* 
vinoea note inunediately under the mfcjjectiaaof Egjrpt^ agun or 
sabre ia little regarded or valued. ** What need have we of 
amfl? Are we not under the protection of the Ftefas?" They 
are freed from the fear of the nocturnal ineuraions of the 
lli«h>iwMn and Sheygy'a, and on dioae terms are contented to be 
slaves. 

Crocodiles are said to Ik? large and voracious in this part of the 
river*. ** We eat the crocodiles, and the crocodiles eat us," waa 

* Then I belier^ noodinaiiiB^, axcept the shark, of which this i< tnM. 
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the remark of Malek Tombol, made, no doubt, in tiie com- 
fortable security, that, in th««<<! muiual hostilities of tooth and 
palate, his own loyal person was never likely to he passive. 

In the efauDg ive leceived a viait £com Malek Ifatahim in 
person, p r oMl ug our immediate advance ; and, when we pleaded 
the weakneM of Giovanni as yet unfitting him for any exertkMDf 
we were only Btaoied, with gieat am^idty, ** that violent per- 
q^ntion is the moat atrongtlwiing tJnng in the woiUL" He 
took an Aiab supper with vm, and went off to sleep in a mud 
hut near usi He bron^t us a note fimm the French tnveUer, 
BL CaiUiaiid, who was advanced as ftr aa the ftonlien of Ddn- 
goh» <m his way to join the amy. 
j^^^ After an aAetionate parting with Malek Tombol, 

Ur. Hanhoiy set off with the King of Hah&H about 
nud^j, kaving Giovanni so much stronger, that I bad hopes 
Of neing ame w loiiow Dim to-mraxow. i reoeivea auerwaras 
still another visit from the King of the Isles, in which he gave 
me letters to be presented for him to Mahommed Ali, and his 
son, Ibrahim Pallia; and when we had uxchauged names, in 
token of eternal friendship, he concluded by begging tu>o cfiargat 
of English gunpxiwder ; and having received, as a i^rcat favour, 
exactlif what he asked, he went off across the water to his palace, 
and i never saw him after. 
, . Malek Zebeyr, who had been detained till now on the 

Pasha's affairs in Ddngda, anived yesterday evening, 
and passed the oi^t in a mined mnd house m the nei^bbouv- 
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hood of the tent. About midni^t he appears to have been 
nnfbrtuiiateljr seiaed with a deidre tn lonokfl^ and lumng heaid of 
the exceUeooe of our tobacoo, aenda varioua meaaengen, and 
ultanately oomes in peiaon, to procure aome: he diatmlia Snr 
Fado and tlie aervanta, poor Giovanni induded, mUk no auooeaib 
aa die Ag/k had takon all tiie tobaocxi away widi him. 

The unlike the five or aix laa^ waa clear and dondp 

leaa ; and the aide man being mudi better, we loaded the camel^ 
and bj about hal£-past ten were onoemoce in motion. A Tillage 
named Benni lies just bdow our place of encampment, and there 
are several mud ruins and some brick remains bv the road-side. 

In Uircc miles we passed tlie village of Korbi, and in aliout 
half a mile more stands an old mud l«\\ n of the same name, on 
the left of the road ; our direction was North. In five miles I 
observed a number of large stones, sandstone and granite, lying 
by the road-side, but could discover no srnlpturo on any of them. 
Koyei a decent village, appeared aoon aftei^ and there wexe aome 
saints* tombs on our left 

In six miles I counted nine detached hilla not very distant 
on the leHb; the waving mirage^ like a sea moving before the 
North wind, waa around and among them, and concealed their 
boaea and the unduUtions of the ground between theuL 

From seven miles to seven and a half are more mud ruins; 
our road waa now at aome dittancefiom the Nile^iriiidi, however, 
wasvittUe; Koyeiaaitaatedabnoatontihe bank. In eight miles 
and a half we entered the diatiiet Modu, and I obaerved palma 
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flourishing far off on the left, though we still fiffntimnftii disluit 
fimn the river ; thore are ivdk bene of burnt brid^ and pnifaefaly 
of gieat antiquity, and the cultiratioii is as bzoadaa I ever saw it. 

On this spot I met Messrs. CailliAnd and Letonec with their 
inteipreter and serrant They were both in the Turkish dresa^ 
most oautioualj defended Snm sand and sun by long muslin 
shades pvcgecting before their eyes. We merefy exchanged a few 
woids of civility in passmn^ and proceeded on our respective 
destinations with as nraeh indiflferenoe as if we had net in the 
paric or on the boulevards. 

We soon afterwards passed the foundation of a stone wall by 
the road-side, nnnarkablo for the size of the stones, though it 
appeared of no great anti(|uity. In ten miles and a had' we 
arrived at Hadji Omar, in the district Haffeer, a mud village 
situated about half a mile from the Nile, where we found 
Mr. Hanbur}' and Malck Ibrahim expecting us. Our direction 
for the last four or tive miles was nearly N.W. ; the place is 
opposite to a large tower* on the bank, at the end of the 
island of Artig&sher. 

Malek Ibrahim having no taste for the pmde of horsemen, mus- 
kets, and lances, with which Tombol delighted to be surrounded* 
travds mine royally with a minstrel by his side. This honourable 
place is occupied by a boy of seventeen or ei^iteen, widi an ani> 
mated countenance^ and a roUmg eye; he emteitaiiied the par^ 
assembled here yesterday evenii^ by the performance of a losig 

* TbeoMdniindidwit«xiiDnn«iagolDga|>. 
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Nubian love 80ii|^ wliich was tmulated by Ibnhim'^ intefpreter, 
vene bj veiae, into Aiabi<^ and thenoe mto more dviliied Ian- 
guages. It aeems to difl^ Uttie- fiom Azabic aoI^p ao 00^ 
men on tbeaameaiibjeet After fiwiahing tbaa efltoiop, he turned 
to Mr. Hanbiiiy, who m prasent, and aomeiAat auddenly began 
to nn^ "May God bleis and prosper ihe Aga, who haa trampled 
upon our inveterate enemies ; and happy is the day in which the 
Turks came into oiir countrj' — " here Bome of the audnnee su^ 
gested to liim the propriety of intro<luciiig the praises of the 
Pasha; but the poet said that he knew nothing about the Pasha*, 
and this led to a differenrr which seems unlbrtunatcly to have 
put an end to the whole peri'ormanoe. 

It was succeeded by another of a very different df ription. 
A number of females presented themselves, and exhibited before 
the King some very mdecent movements and attitudes, which 
they called the Dance of the Virgins ; it was led off in this 
ioatanoe by the wife of a Mamelouk, who seems to have been some- 
what oat pkoe. I fiteqomtly saw it repeated afterwards ; a 
eonreaponding motion of Ihe diin and kiins, attended by r^olar 
ckppng of the hands, and certain wild and savage sounds, while 

• Some of hia ancpstora gure the came answer to Stietoniua aboat Augustus 
Caesar. Stnbo, xrii. p. 821. — Uftv^iwrafumtv ^' ixi^ivftv <af KaiVa^ wfn<r- 
^(uis^tu* auK Jtbm tl 4^a<' « A>rani lm$ ilti Kalrap, ^c. Probably the young 
MTige, who was not ao ignoiiBt aa he pretended of political matten, bad eataved 
warmly into the dispute between the Pasha and Abdin Caaheff, who appears, by 
some subsequent productioui, to liave beeo hk bero} and, being yet young, valued 
tto gift of imnortal song too highly to proatHiiita it ef«n to dw flattery of aPlulia* 
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tlu' performers slowly and alternately advance and retreat, com- 
poses the graceless and disgu^uiig exercise, in whicli it \\;u5 pain- 
fiil to see any woman engai^'cd, even the women of Nubia. On 
this oocaidon they enlivened their exertions by a chorus, formed 
seemingly for the movements to which it was to be attuned, and 
the lips that were to utter it.~ " We rejoice in the return of our 
£ing, newly crowned by the Pasha, and we will nog and danoe» 
and sing and dance, till Uie aweat exhalea from vb, and forma a 
cloud over our heads." 

Jin. is. ^^^""^'^ medical skill waa atduated by a man 
who WM Buflbring fiom ame eyesi and who^ liBTii^ (aa 
is ihe ouatom), during a long mourning Ibr hisinfi^ ne^^eeted to 
butter ins hair, attributed baa oomplaint to that cause. 

RdsB Bedod, theeaptain of our cangee^sent iqpameasageto 
James flE<mi Wady Hail6,by the servants of M.CaiUiaud, bagging 
him to salute us respectfiiUj, and infimn ub^ ** that he wsa em- 
pbyed in praying God to inspire our hearts to return homeiraid8» 
as he had not tasted meat sinoe OUT deperture.** 

Our hearts were already so inspired ; but just as we were 
mounting, in comes a messenger at lYili speed from Malek 
Tombol : mudi speculation was excited by this dispatcli, whose 
object will not, I trust, be dt cnicd ti irimfr, or derogatory iVoiU the 
dignity of t hr ])trsonage who sent it. Mr. II anbury had presented 
the king, in parting, with two strings of large gilt Venetian 
beads, for which he had vowed immortal gratitude. The horse- 
man whose arrival had just created so much sensation was 

i L i 
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diacged to pray the Agpi to send two oliifr dini^ 
leaMin* ffven Bar tiiis lequest wm extrenidy astural i the M alek 
b»Tiiig firar mwa, and only two iiedd«oei» had vmj properly 
prowm ted them to the two ftiiest of his little aeng^; on 
which the other two, unable to endure the wonnds thus every 
way inflicted on their vanity, had broken into open rebelliont 
and threatened to leave their ungrateful lord. 

Unmoved by so touching a tale of female weakness, Mr. 
Hanbury sends for answer, that the Maiek had already received 
po much from Inin, th;it. insfrad of lK'n:!^iiK' tor more, he ought to 
have scut liim a present : and this was the last communicatioii 
that we ever had with Malek Tombol. 

Some Gellabs set out this morning from here for Daxibur; 
they enter directly into the Desert, and find water all the way; 
tliqr pexfimn the joum^ in twenly-fiTe days. 

In two or three miles we passed Dfehel Gart on our left, dis- 
tant about four milea. It ia lull of pa]ni8» like an Oaoa; and 
tfaoni^ there are no fiaed habitationB there^ the CubbaUah 
Axaba go there annually and eoQeet the dates. 

An old Sluek came out ftom ids hati and gave the king a 
vdigioua wdcome by saying the Prayer of Faith with hint In 
five miles we passed an old mud castle at some distance from 
the Nile, Mount Anmibo bearing N.£. 

King Ibrahim is said to be the best rider, and the best judge 
of horses, in his kingdom. Vic amused us by some feats of 
equestrianism, and» among others, put iiis horse into the antelope 
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gallojv whidi is a sneoearioD of springs, and befSnre mentioned as 
being the ftvourite pace with die Shcyg^ a ; he assured m that 
it may be taught to any horse that is broken young. He 
never goes at full speed for alK)ve two or three hundred yards 
t<^(;ther, and then dra^sti up very sharp and suddenly*. 

Notwithstanding the rejoicings that we had in various places 
witn€>ssed for his return, Malek Ibrahim had not yet entered hm 
own kingdom. In six miles we came to the village of Akki, 
which we were recjuested to enter with \oud shouts and dis- 
chaigea of guns and pistols* as being the frontier town. We 
were still in D6ngola; but the district from here to M^iass had 
l)eloii n;eil to the ancestors of Ibrahim ; he had loat it in the time 
of the Mameloukflb by the intnguea of Malek Zebejr, and had 
been just xe-instated bjr the Pasha. This viUi^ is by the 
river-8id«, and opposite to tlie idand and town of Bedeen* 
A little bdow b^^uns tiie small islaiid of Garti, or Gart, on lihis 
side of Bedeen, and that of Sogdin is mther h^jlier up on the 
odier. Heie we met a man on a diomeduy, sent in puisuit of 
us bgr the Aga of Ktike, who had been advised by the Fadia of 
our journey, and directed to prndde &r our conveyance and 
loA after our safety. 

* HelMid an idea that, iti our country, of which be had of course no distinct 
idea, except tliat it was fur off and to the North, aiid therefore near Stamboul, 
always ride in carriages. It wonld faa?e been cunous to have seen him transported 
atdMt tnoaieiit into Lnontnslnn. He prafeiMt to be % fitde better eciinttiited 
with our history ; for lie bu heud, be mgtf ** how tbe Ea^ieh drove die FVeneh 
out of Cairo, like dogs." . 



2B2 HANNECH— CATARACT OF TUMBOS. 

Jn dght milei we paflsed thiough many gianite iniiww and 
rodcB on our left; and one Luge rock on our right, on the Httk 
ialaiid of Moogueil, separated fiom tbe main knd faj a nanow 
canalt idiidi is dry in spring, and was nearly bo dien. 

hk leas than one mile moie, the granite still continiiiii|^ ive 
arrived at Hannech. This is a coniddetable town, eontaining 
from one hundrwl and fifty to two hundred straw houses, pro- 
tected by two large mud castles, and built partly on the main 
land and ilv on the end of Moogueil, where ends also the 
kingdom of D6ngola. 

The strong castle of Timibos is about two railes distant from 
those of Hannech, bearing nearly S.E. from them. Mount 
Arambo is due East, and apparently six or seven miles off. 
Some small sandy rocks he between the land and Tiunbos, ex- 
tending, in some places, at small intervalflb quite aortas this 
branch of the iiTer ; two are of importance enoQ^ to ha?e been 
named, the upper Feghira, and the lower SaH ; the passage 
is between them and Tumboa ** when the water is crying." 
There are two &Ub, and a native assured me that for huge boats 
the ShelM was then impracticable^ though small cangees 
possibly still pass. Bedeen ends just on the otiier aide of 1^ 
b^g^nning of Tumbos^ and bebw the M comes the island of 
Zimmit, as large as Bedeen. 

We were detained here some time^ that Malek Ibmhim nugfit 
make known to his snbjeeta the Pasha's ofden respecting the 
division of the hnd^ and the tieatmMit of the aoldien passing 
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through the country; these last were particularly severe, and 
seenietl to give pennission to no native to refuse any thing even 
to a common soldier : " Make no attempts to conceal your 
property, as the Pasha knows all that you possess." 

Soon after we left Hannech we entered a pMi, and in 
three miles and a half came down to the Kilei, opposite to 
about the middle of Zimmit, which is said to be veiy broad. 
The village ot Ashowb ia on thia bank, just above. We ob- 
aerred aonae well4iflo]Beii oudinea of gnmte coeka deady de- 
fimd againai the evening sky. We nde hj the Nik aide Ihr 
half a mik^ and then left ilt, fhou^ at no gteU diatanoei in di- 
rection W.N. W. hi five milea entered a kind of paaa between 
two coiMBderahle hm^ of gnmt& Mount Fogo «aa for die 
fliat thiee milea and a half in ftont of m, and ia notw a Uttle 
to ilie ri^t In fliboat leven milea we came to the Nile 
oppoaite to the iiland Monahli, (diieetioD N.N.W,i, and pie- 
aently N.), and lode generally by ike liver-aid^ irith lodn 
doae on our left. In a mile UKwe we paawd a green nkUey 
going down to the Nile, fuU of gasselles ; and aocm afterwards 
the rocks diminish and ilie plain opens. Our direction was 
now to the E. of North, again iu;arly towards Fogo. In ten 
miles or ten and a half from Hannech we caine to a village 
by the river-«ide named Kabhadji, where we remained for the 
night 

This is one of the prettiest spots on the banks of the Nile. 
We wefe dmt in bdiind and on either aide by a number of low 
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fodu» out of whidi Mount Yogfh linng in emincMceb pieaented 
his red and stony forehead to the moonli^it. The broad and 
moring auiftoe of the nyee is bidEen by innumerBlile ia&eta^ 
yrhoae perpetual strug^ea with the reatlesB water produce a con- 
tinuation of melancholy sound nune attcactive than meie tran- 
quillity, 

Malek Zebeyr joined ua at Hannedii and now feca. 
vdled with ua; the rival kings preserved a dignified 

reserve in their behaviour to each other, and only united in 
attention and respect to us. We set out early, and in two miles 
and a half arrived at Mount Fogo ; a small island, named Bou^^j;^, 
is forriitd by the Nile at its foot. I determineil io ascend the 
mountain, hoping to obtain from th;il eminence (the only con- 
siderable one that we had found situated close by tiie water since 
we lefl Djebel ei Berkel) a view of the river, and the shape and 
exact situation of the island-s for some distance both up and 
down the stream, and I was not disappointed. I was enabled to 
trace the eoune of the Nile from Hannech to Naoury, and made 
a kind of drawing or plan of that country, wliich was of use in 
correcting and amplifying the Map of the Nile. I observed * 
small cataract in the main stream just below, and two or three 
green apota of cultivation in the middle of the loeks wliieh form 
it; die mountain is of red sandstone. 

Jaraea remained with me^ and after riding farisUj on Ibr about ' 
five nulee we overtook Mr. Hanbuiy and Maldc Ibrahim drinking 
wine and booaa at a village caUedAmlL We were received with 
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dMmto of joy, as time had been &Bn fiv our safety, on aoooimt 
of robbers, wbo are said to hanmt the mountain. 

The minstrel, whose voice and harp* are ever most willingly 
exerted, and most agreeably attended to, amid scenes of festivity, 
seizes this occasion to extemporize on the alarm excited by our 
absence, and the interest taken by the Aga in the safety of his 
friend. " The soldiers are riding about the coimtry in search of 
him ; the Aga trembled for his friend, and dxew tiie sword that 
was never quenched ; the King was anxious about his guest, and 
if the Pasha, and even the great Pasha, had known it, they 
would have been equally agitated — ^but he, — of whom was he 
afraid, or where is the Sheygy'a who would dare to &ce his gun 
that has tiro sonb, and hia pistols that axe all of gold ?" The 
poetiy was mneh admixed, but, unhqignfy for the tratik of the 
matter, the soldiers were drinking their boon, and the Aga had 
never toudied the unquenchable blade. 

He afterwaids sang the praises of the King his master-^ He 
is young and tall, and his swoid is without knowledge ; he mounts 
his horsey whidi bounds fiurtim than the gaadles of the Desert; 

• His instTumRnt was exactly tliat described and drawn by Burckhardt (p. 146.), 
and I never saw any otlier in Nubia, or any wind instrumeat whatever. A young 
Jttmgetkmf, whom we took down witfi «• to Oairo, bad one of Ae nme kind, 

without the same skill in usins; it. It was made in Arpn, like most others, and he 
gave a saialler, a balf-doUar, and a spear for it. He bad quarrelled with hia iather 
br having nmied a leeond wifr, and ww Mtting off done to seek fbr e brother, 

whom he mpposed to b(' at Cairo, whenweaHowed him to join our party. His whole 
property w«s seven dollars, but deenuDg MM tufficicjit for eo trifling n journey, he 
bad left the other six behind hin. 
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they broii^t faim his lanoe, and he refiued it; iSbey bcoai^t hun 
hu gim, and he aooepted it. He went to the Faaha, bat not for 
wmigfi ; fi>r the good his suljjects he wenti to aecufo th^ 
properOr.** He concluded hj a abort strain to die Aga» to whom 
he declared himself attached ftom the moment he first beheld 
his countenance. 

These efiUrions came out in venes^ eadu of finir lines, appa- 
rently octosyOalnCi though I sometimes observed Aat dtefimtth Ime 
was waatinj^ and its place in the air filkd up by a hum, or merely 
the mnsie of die imtrument ; all were sung to tlie same tune, 
which had nothing harsh or disagreeable in it, and was juBt suf- 
ficiently pleasant to bo uii excellent soporific. On this occasion 
the wine and the booza, and the firing andthe^outs, prevented 
that effect. We tasted here for the firet time the liquor calknl 
Om iieibei *, or the Mother of Nightingales it mxim dif- 

• " Tim Out Belbel is dnuned throogh a cloth, md is conaequently pure and 
tkiaid; . . .it bts a pktBant prickly taste, WMnething like Qumpagut tamed toat." 

Burckhardt, p. 218. Tfic manner in which palm wire and the common booza are 
made is described by bim, (p. 143.) " Ab soon as the dates have come to Bwtaiity 
Aay ut tfaiowit into large earthen boUen, with water, and die whole is boiled for 
two days without iatwniiBsion; the liquid i« then strained, and the clear juice is 

poun-d into earthen jars, wliicli, after being well closed, are buried underground; 
here they are allowed to remain for ten or twelve days, duhag which the liquor fer* 

■tents; the jsts sue then tsken up, end the eonlents ate fit to drink; but the wine 

will not keep longer than a yenr." Booza " is extracted from dhourrw, or Viarley, 
bat the best is furnished by the latter ^ it is of a pale muddy colour, and very nutri* 
tMOS.** This beverage was in use among the indent B<luopisns^ (Strabo, 1U>. xrii.) 
Zwri 9iw^ **7XF^ '"^ xp'^f ^ "^i* moSrw ttt&n^g . . . kn M 
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ferent from that drunk at Berber under the same name ; it was 
only the common booza better strained, and mixed with pahn- 
wne ; in small quantities we finind it extremely agreeable. King 
Ibrahim had a vioeniy and secvetaiy with him, who lelused to 
entor into our conviviality because he was in mouming and a 
Fakir*. The interpfeter diank plentifiilly ni^^t and 
andttsoied 11B that it was lunul fiirth^ ridiinthew oountries to 
take a calahaah of pahn wine eveiy maning on wakings instead 
of ooflfee. The King was temperate^ and siiffidentty civilised to 
prafer our cookeiy to lua own; for which apoataey from Nubian 
pvgndioes he would have incnired the auitteme contempt of his 
Brother of Argo. 

We did juatioe to the hospitality hero affinded us^ and de- 
parted ficom the village much refreshed. " This is the spot," 
aud Ibrahim in mounting, ** where Zeb^ lately IdUed five of 
my children." We were horror-struck, and calling for a better 
interpreter (the (ienoese being for the moment employed in that 
capacity), we found that he only meant five of liis suhjecU. 

For the first three miles we rode northward, and generally 
near the Nile ; the river then makes a sliort turn eastward, 
and opiKisite the point is a large Cuphir ehureh or castle, with 
arches and stone walls leading up to it from the Nile ; it is di- 
vided into two parta» the lower of whidli is among the palms 

* ThsM holy men, m Idnd of Mkhometan monia, mike « raw to obatiin firona all , 
worldly {dMsnres, that of marriage included; ond NV nmI to obnm their tow 
voeh BOfB itru^y ia Nubia than at Cairo. 
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bj the liveMide. In about tiro miles move ve oame to two tid 
^ptioal atone vdia ; tlwie is a cestle^ chiefly ot atone^ on tlie 
oppoeite dune of Fareatti ; a man wu peaamg on a very large 
nunonH*, which mae three or four feet out of the water befim 
him. There are many fertreasea on the shore of the island, whidi 
iieems weU peopled and cultivated ; the King in passing received 
shouts of welcome from tlie opposite bank. 

About a mile farther is a small shel4l ; there is a tower on the 
other side, and a little luwer an old stone fortress on this ; it is 
of great extent, but of no regular arcbitet ture ; it is built down 
to the edge of tlie river, and a lar;^(' r,| K?n square on the inclined 
plain, nearer the Nile, is enclosed with the rest by one exterior 
wall of great strength ; here is a turn to the southward of 
£a8t, which continues the direction for aome time ; tliere ia a 
amall island near. In about eight miles mon^ over aandy plaina 
always surrounded by rocks, and generally covered with stones, 
we arrived at Naour, riding latterly close by the river-side, with 
lu^ rocks on our left ; our direction from the castle had been 
uipaa the whole S.E., as well as ooold be judged fimn the wind 
and moon, fiv it was lather late befiwe we anived at Naour ; 
a very amall plain between Uie village and the Kile ia eulti- 
vated» and the wheat was then just CMDing up. The two 

* The geographer Stnbo, after travelling from Syene to the shore oppodte 

Philop, in an cunjvij, describes himself (b. xvii. p. 81S.) to have crossed the rirer 
OKI A klud of wicker ramouM, little less simpie than the substitutes for boats at pre* 
Mvt ra OM on the NO*. 
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conical rocks before described are exBcHy opposite on the other 
side. 

A large fire, li^htol for tlu b( nofit of the shivering Makk, in 
the middle of the mud room where we were to sleep, did not 
conduce to the comfort of the evening. 

There is an old castle, about half a mile above the 

Jib. 17. 

village^ resCTibling that observed and described yes- 
terday. The eminence on whidi it stands furnished an extennTe 
view of the country and river towards the North. We set off late^ 
and aootk leaving bdiind us the rocks which had so long accom- 
panied us, entered an open plain, which was still in meet parte 
an imcultmted desert After fimr miles and a }ial^(E.N.£.) we 
eanieto tlieTill^andidand of Definnyfi, wbere^ Mile tuns 
eonsidenbly to the southwaid of East There are many hOk 
en the oth^r aidc^ but the banks are oovered with pafans. Here 
we entered a pass in a N.E. direction, at some distance from 
the itver«and» starting a hare^ had a rsgolar ooinsek whid^ owing 
to the badness of the dogs, was n n suce oa sfiiL 

In three miles and a half more we came to the king^s capital, 
Hadji Omar, a large village with two fortresses. It is the 
residence of the queen and lier father, who has given his own 
name to the place. It is near the river, and opposite Soubah, 
where we slept about two months before, in our way up to 
the array. The cataract wa.s now become more noisy, but the 
broken boat remained exactly as we had left it. 

The inhabitants <^ Mahass have a tradition, apparently con- 
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nected with one already mentioned as belonging to the Nubians 
between the cataracts, that they are of Arabian descent, and 
that their anoestoia caine the East befine the time of the 
Pkophet; howerer, it is oertmn that at pteaent the fioatiurea of 
the people aie Nuboaii, as wdl as the language tbe^ speal^ and 
that the women ase geneiallj entirely ignotant of any othn. 
The Koreydi Arabs come down to pass some months every year 
in the ooiintiy ivitJi theb flocks, but are not the residentB*. 

The attbe the minstrd {ooved little in fiiToor of his 
Frineefs genevonty; he was» hi &ct, naked down to the bias; 
he was generally mounted behind some one dse on a oamd» 
with his harp in his hand, and near the person of his msster. 

We found that the king had killed an ox for us, in return, pro- 
bably, fi>r the powder we had expended to celebrate his return 
to his capital. The women were clapping their hands, and 
cheeriuUy performing their offensive movements covered with 
their brown and iliriy clonks, fresh buttered, and exlialing such 
an odour, tliat we l>egan to look tor the ap|x.'arance of the cloud, 
whose formation, according to the promise of their chorus 
to 1 eward their ^>crseveranee. Among the crowd collected to 
receive the king, wc observed one young man'f in a blue gown, 
with a massiTe gold ring in his right ear. 

* Tkn doef not quite agree wtth Ae infomtttion of Boidthardt, (p. 64.) We 
iMuneditiD ooavenation, either from Malek Ibrahim himself or hia urtmpfftar. 

+ " The hair of the people of Mah&ss is very tliick, but not woolly. AH the 
young men wear one ear-ring, either of Bilwr or copper, in the right ear only," 4fr. 
BuieUuudt, p. I4t. 
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Malek Ibialiiiii dined ivHli us is our tent, and aoon afterwuds 
we went up to the private room in tbe palace^ to taste the wine 
of his li^esty ; it is a small hj|^ Toom, of which die walls are 
partly plastered, and the loof nuxre neatly joined than is usuaL 
In one part wens some mamiscriptsof the Koian, and in anodier 
a suit of quilted amour. The }aag and ouisdim reposed on 
one mat^ and Yaoobe on a smaUar one near ; there was a lire in 
the middle, and the cupbearer, a little black balf-naked boy, sits 
with a large calabash of wine before liim, by ihc iire-isuk , tliere 
is a smaller calabash, which he fills out of the large one, and 
haiidii about, with a short interval between every round. Tbe 
second time of the passing of the calabash 1 only lialfctnptied 
mine, on which the boy lauglied extremely, and would have 
returned it, asking me, " VMiat, do you fail so soon?" The 
wine was followed by the " Mother of Nightingales." 

In the mean time we had been anxiously expecting the ap- 
peaianee of the king's interpreter, without whom there were no 
hopes of conversation*. In due time he stairs in, and rolling 
into his place fay the side of hia master, falls into a state of 
inaenmbility, from which no subsequent effists can for a moment 
awaken him. The htsUny of this exoessi so &tal to the vivacity 
of the evenini^ was briefly thiss his name was Hadji Alif and 

• I never heard of any foreigner, whether Frank, Turk, or Arab, who could 
epeak Kubian. It is a sharp, but humoiuou^ language, spoken with a very 
pieasii^ accent, and has M frfftuif • ■oonil in it. Tha r it atrongly pvoDoanoed, 
but it aenat ftee fion iiuili» gnttmiaf and lOKlilioM. 
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he iMd perfbnned the pilgrimage to Meoeas lumng ftUm id 
with anodier Hadji, be bed detemimed to odebnte die meet- 
iqg with his bvother pil^sriin, and they bad eadi twaUowed 
tmsaty-two calabaahea of irine in hcmoiir of the Ftaphet 

Ai soon as the inanimation of Hadji AK was asoertained to 
be impracticable^ we zequested the intfodnction of the minstid; 
and alter bearing some lepetitions of bis fiwmer ditties^ we 
deaiied him to dng die praises of Abdin Casheff He obqred 
instantly, and without the slightest premeditation selected 
exactly those qixalitie« for which his hero was most particularly 
distinguislied, and celebrated, iii liarnionious song, his generosity, 
his hospitality, his generalship, and his courage. " He fought 
the Sheygy'a with their own arms, and flew through their 
country like a bird. The city, that he governe<l before, wept 
and lamented when he left it ; and now that God ha.s sent him 
us, let us rejoice : let us rejoice that he is brave and generouSi 
that he is powerftd and humane, and let us pray that he may 
soon return to us." (Here followed several stanza^ of little 
novelty or interest, beginning with—** Let us rejoice.") *' He 
wished to stay here and govern u% hut the Pasha had need of 
his vakmr and bis coiUMe3s» (but iat wiucbi he woidd irat have 
suooeeded,) and ordered him to advanee with lum; and be 
obeyed the ordeia of the Pasha. May he vetimi sp ee dily 
to govern ns» and then be sent to Stamboul with the luys of 
Jdngdoms." All this, and much more, he produced with the 
greatest flueney, in Ambi^ thou^ a Nubian. 
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He oonduded the evening with a song, of which a small 
fragment is the iaat specimen I shall give of his minstielfle^. 
I shall be pardoned for adding it, were it onlj that it was in 
hommr of the queen. " She ia fintmiate in having a husband 
hononred by the Paifaa» and letuming to his kingdom with 
noble gneats. Her eje is like that of the gaaeile» when startled 
she lodn over the Desert, uncertain which path to take.** And 
dien followed a good deal about the morning star* Now the 
eye of the queen was like Uie ^e of her sutgects, bright* 
blad^ and inaqKresalve; and she diibed from them in no visible 
respect, not even in the odour of her doal^ or ihe arrangement 
of her perfumed tresses. N^ot, however, that even she was insen- 
sible to the effect of dress ; for, some of our party happening to 
arrive this morning at the pakce before the grand i>rocession, 
she came out to meet them, and anxiously inquired, A\'liether 
her royal husband was in good health, and handsomely clothed 
by the Pasha ?" 

We retire<l to our tent early, and they continued their fes- 
tivities. They had a supper at eleven o'clock, which was 
followed by another carousal, and the carousal by a meal of 
raw nieat, for salubrious purposes ; and after this physical abso- 
lution from the effects of their past excesses, they began to 
indulge afresh. I was waked very late by a miirture of noises, 
of which the londeat was made by a large ox, loose, and bellow, 
ing about the tent ; the women weie yet to be heard dapping 
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their hai^ awl vlulatiiig* within tibe fivtnn ; and rach of 4lie 
men as had been able to reel out^ weie rioting about it The 
moon was overhead, and the sky preaented an uniunial ^jpear- 
anoe of tianquiUitjr ; it waa motlJed by a number of thin winte 
clouda* entiidy flat and motionleaB. The aound of the oataraet 
was heard throu^ the pahna in the interaJa of the roar of 
festivity. 

There ia « fine almmt aandatone rode about two 

Jan. 18. 

miles from Hadji Omar, of considerable height. I set 
off at suarise to ascend it, and with some little diflRcult^ suc- 
ceeded. The view was as extensivt? as that I had from the top 
of Mount Fogo, but the effect extremely different. In the 
former situation, from tin vicinity of the mountain, the Nile 
and its islands were spread before me like a map ; the greater 
distance to which I was at present removed, lefl more to ima- 
gination. It is a noble sight to contemplate the Father of 
Rivers at the same time on the right hand and on the left, 
befine and bdiind, laboiiously fbtang his way among the rodk^ 
in apfieannoe a mi^ty aerpent winding through die Deaerti 
but in elfeet the omtniy ; for lAere he eomea nol» 18 deaolatlim; 
hefeve him and by hia sides aie Teidure and life; he seeona onki 
aiantly atn^g^ing to do good and conatantly vesiated, and you 

• In giving utterance to their repeated /i7/i-/ooj, they open their mn«ths wide, 
and more their tongue rapidly from one side to the other, like Mme womui meo- 
tioBBd by Mango P«d(. ItMdiiBeiiHl»«oaottf* aaioca vqAMNiitiiglit. 



Digitized by Google 



HADJI OMAR. 



875 



see together his power, lus benefioenoeb and his beanly. The 
good and evil genn of Aftiea are in oonffid; and it is mehn- 
choly to see how limited is the mooen of the finmer, and how 
nanow the line of fertilily oompared with the banenneaB that 
extendi without bounds around it : and yet the very waste has 
its herds of inhabitants^ and it is a wonderM oonaideiation how 
nany m hnn ilff derive firam <Jwa timt done tf wi y Kfe wii ^ the 
mesnB of preserving it. 

'' The view of the Desert is unlimited; a number of large 
detached rocks are nobly scattered over it, and one or two of 
the more distant have as fine contours as I ever saw. The 
bones of some animal Avere lying on the very summit of the 
rock ; they were probably the remains of a kid or lamb carried 
up thithor by an ea^e. A Persian would have chosen that 
spot for sacEifioe. 

Just as we were mounting this monmiig^ a aeene took pbee. 
iftngiilarly diaracteristic of Nubian manncr8|^MMl mot Tety 
^^Mdildile 4iy ihe'eonji^ sMfien of our hest^rStid lioBless. 
j|l»iBi^'wii,MueiBy nsvmiuiKMfwam^t^ oat 

ijpU hi8^«ibl|B(n. I Sh*.iaid the Pteyer of lfma0jmi iAau 

fHym^fHike^,tifl0^ appaicttt 
indiflSBsenoe* sutprised^rUSfdHi BMseii aa 'theeAiMM^4b%blFHiHI> 
^^j|i(jtfVi9s soD^^^h^ hiiiinlsited, that^ " Let the morning 

' SH t 



Digitized by Google 



«76 



KDKB. 



star rise ever so late, its dewy rays would still l)nng an uil> 
welcome interruption to the happiness of the royal pair,** 

For two miles we k^t pretty near the Nil^ with a fine 
North wind meeting us; and in two miles moiei nearly in 
the same direction, but farther horn the ii?er, we came to 
the castled town of Haiim, where we were leoeived with the 
uaoal display of lejokingB. The caaHle of Edc^ where waa 
the Turkish Aga with aome aoldien^ is aliout half a mile 
fhrther on, and distant a nudaga and a hal£ or about five 
miles from Ha^ Omar. Thexe is anodier fortress at ExHu^ 
belonging to Halek Zeb^ ; when Ibrahim iqppioadied the 
castle of his rival Inrother (for ^bief are biotheis by a diAvent 
mother), he seised his spear, and putting his horse to tiie 
antelope gallop, rode up to iJie gate as if defying him; he 
then alighted, laid aside his arms, and went to make his 
obeisance to the Aga. 

We also paid a visit to that important personage, and were 
received with the same civility tliat we had universally e:«v]M - 
rienced at the hands of Turkihli officers. He sent us a large 
bowl of wine, though he recomumcndcd the use of spiiits in 
pareference. 

An old soldier was also very attentivi^ and thinking it neces- 
sary to flatter us too, delicately assured us that it was his 
opinion, that the Algerines and the English were the best 
saikns in the wmld.** 

We received a visit and a goat from Md^ Zebeyr, who took 



Digitized by Google 




Ly Google 



XOKB-KA1IE6 OF STARS. 



977 



incredible pains to coiiviiicc ns, that in his disputes \Mth Ibrahim 
he had invariably had justice on his side: our thing appears 
certain, that he was aided in them by the JVIamelouks, wliicli 
will sufficiently account for his being at present in disgraoe with 
the Turks. 

The names of the stars are lamentably degraded by the 
Nubians, who seem to have sadly disregarded the ** Poetiy of 
Heayen.** They have debased the Pleiades to a hanow, and 
Orion to a oow; the thiee litUe stais bebw ^ bdt are the 
teats; the belt itself they csU « the lij^tning stavs.** Tfaero is 
a little star a good deal to the left of Siriii^ whidi diey stake 
tihe point cf a spear, Suius is the liand tihat is tvielding it^ and 
two Stan bdow, a little to the ri^t, aie the wairior*s ftet 
A planet they distinguish by the name of a txavdler star*" 

As there were no j&esh camels to be finmd, the Ajn 

Jan. 19. ^ 

decided that we were to pioeeed with those idiich had 
brought us hither. Tlie GeUab^ to whom they belonged, ven- 
turing to make some expostulation, was instantly chastned by one 

of the people present, who, though a native, had accepted some 
office unilt r tlie Turks. " AMiat!" said the (iellab indignantly, 
« do you htrike your own blood ?" — *• I am now of the blood of 
Mahommcd Ali," was the answer. 

Hum uere created souie delays, so that when we went to take 
leave of the Aga, he was already enjoying his mid-day repose. 
We dared to cause him to be disturbed, and oiu: reception was 
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in oonaequenoe leas giadoua ; a miafiirtuiie fax wMcli we were 
consoled by die time saved by tbat nab act 

in about balf a mfle we came to another castle, belonging to 
Malek Ibrahim, and Hie last in bis dombuons. The people here 
were more than usually noisy in their demonstrations of loyalty. 
We staid a short time there, and the Malek, ^vho appears to liave 
had a second wife * living (here, after presenting us to the heir 
apparent, who was naked and crying, very warmly pressed us to 

• The number of wives possessed by tlie Egyptian Arabs and the Nubians is not 
so remarkable as the facility with which they divorce and change them ; a lingular 
iUustiatioD of tbi« presented itielfto ui mom tune Rfterwanb between tim cataneta. 
Floatillg down the river in the neighbourhood of Dakke, ttt wen Jwiled hj ft 
female voice, crying from the shore, " Soldiers of the Sultan, come and see me 
justified." We were not deaf to snch an appeal, and made the aailora row to the 
twnk ; howem, tiM woman bcftdf did not tppesr to plead her own <MM 
at a little distance closely veOed; a nao, wko aevned to act aa her coodhIi in* 
formed us of the merits of the case. 

Last year a soldier, with some of his companions, was coming into a village near 
here, and a diild, whom he paaaed, laid to bin, ** Why do yon not give « the 
salutation of Peace ? Are you come among us as an enemy, and not as a friend V 
The soldier, irritited at being thus corrected by a child, began to beat the people, 
and at last killed one of them with a musket^hot: this man's widow was the 

pbimiff. 

Now the law of Nubia is, that the property of the dcceasfd, if he leave a male 
child, goes to the widow ; if a female, she is entitled to half of it ; and if none 
atiHf to one-foarth-^tho nwTNiaglifother taksa the leat. The phmtiffwaa child, 
lens, and dainaed tho fiwidi» diM?1f™g that she had yet received nothing. As this 
was not a case of p^monal chastisement, and therefore beyond our jurisdiction, we 
sent the parties to the Shiek, who keeps the register of all the marriages in the 
district. Slid by his decision the brotfier agteed to abide; Air it appears theft 
lady had had four husbands, two of which were still living, and die diluted point 
seemed to be, wbethec she was lawfully married to thelaM. 
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pass the afternoon with him. There seesmed little promise of 
pleasuie or novelty ; however Mr. Hanbury, to oblige the King, 
consented to remain ; but the servants and camels being already 
in advance, I set off alone after them. I had, in uoimtinft a 
laat si^t of our fiiend the minstrel, who waa employed oune gal* 
landytlian enviably. Ileft lum in the midst of a crowd of womeoi 
playing to diem, and dan«^^ with them. 

In about ihree miles and a half firom the eaade is the end of 
an ishnd* qppaiendy a nule lonf^ and at least as broad; llie bed 
of dm liver on this side was nearly dxy. Artemiri to the South, 
and AgUuM to the North, are the names of two ialanda here. In 
• about four mUes and a half is a large village with two castles 
nuned Gami ; and'in half a mile more the palms end. Between 
Koke and Gami there are thirteen castles, all with difierent 
names; the houses about each (Mid the whole bank is lined with 
them) take their name from tlie castle. The general direction 
was M.N.W^ though nearly N.W. during the continuaiice of 
the island, and again after the cessation of the ]ialms. 1 ob- 
served some flocks of pigeons, of which we had seen none since 
we left Ujebel el Berkel. The N. Westerly bend of ihv Nile 
does not last above a quarter of a mile ; it then turns I1I.N.W. 
as &r as Sase^ and then North. 

We had already remarked the ruined town of Sasef, situated 
on a rode, ftom the opposite bank in our way up the river. I 
was noir ndiqg np to examine it, though witik little hopes of 
finding there sny dung cmAooi^ when I was ddi^ted to discover. 
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at alittle distance on mj left, four fine old pilkcsin the Egyptian 
style. They stand in the Desert, at about six hundred jaids 
ftom the Nile, and precisely in the diort interval of barrenness 
between the palms of Garni and those which bejsrin immediately 
below at Sasef. They arc of a vei) hard saiulstoue, and per- 
ft'ct ; they havt' been covered with hieroglyphics and figures, 
which arc mucli defaced and worn a^vay by time. I copied three 
or foTir, whicli 1 did not remember to have observed in the 
temples of 1 "^ypt The .standing pillars are round, and on round 
bases; tlieir diameter is five feet, aiul that of the l)a.scs six and 
a half. They are eighteen feet in hciglit, of which the capital 
measures five. I'art*; of six or se\ i*n others, of the same dimen- 
sion^ appear above the sand, as laid down in the plan. The 
distance between the first and second rows of columns (beginning 
frtnn the East) is only four feet, and the interstices in each row 
are six feet. From the second row to the third is a distance of 
twenty-two feet, and from the third to the fourth, of six feet ; 
tmm those inllara to the foundation of the wall a is a gpnce of 
eighteen feet Four paces to the North of that wall is part of 
a column of four feet in diametra; the two on the soutJieni mde 
of the ruins are smaller, and five feet sparL Hie ground is mudi. 
derated for an area of about forty yards square, and most so at 
the western end, where die destruction of the e^ce has been 
the most complete. The and^tdty, of whidi these ruins are the 
only remaining monuments, I suppose to Imve been Abooda*, or 

* See Appendix*!. 
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Abooneb. In a mvin^ to the N.E. of the Temple^ whence the 
stone (a veiy hard sandstone) has probably been taken, I obaraved 
one othn piUar. 

I was detained so long by these lemainB of antaquily, that it 
was afaeady dusk befiwe I reached the Old Town ; it seemed to 
difier in no respect fiom those frequently examined by us in 
Ddogobu I bad a dark and windy ride of about two miles and 
a half from Sasef to Gourgote, where I found most of die parly 
estabEahed for the ntg^t to leeward of a huge fortress, llfo. Han- 
bttty arrived late with James; he had been engaged in aveiy in- 
teresting convenation with a GeIMb, a rdation of Mal^ Unahim, 
who had been frequently at Darfour, and whose information 
generally coiifinucd the accounts given of that country by 
Brovme. 

^ There are two rocky islands l)eginTiinjnr just lieiow 
tliis place, called Hassanar and Wag6n(\ In two 
miles and a half, diirinff whifh the black rocks arc very near the 
Nile on both sides, we came to another village, named also 
Gouigote ; and also, like the place where we slept, the resi- 
dence of Gcllab^, or slave merchants. They seem to have 
diosen their dwelling-places among the savage rocks, in a 
oountzy congenial to their pursuits and dispositions. There are 
some small rocky iskmds near hoe^ snd a short turn of the river 
to the eastward round two of them. 
I had been long anxious to buy a young hcsae of the Z)6n- 

gola bleed, and my inq\|irie8 were at last suooesilhL At a 

• o 
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viDaga hete a ooltp only thiiteen montiu old, ivas htoof^ out 
fer Mle; the inhabitaBts c o Mocfted to be present at the bargain, 
which wiB to be public; and after tlie usual cexemoiiies of bi^ 
demands and low oflfen» the matter waa eanfy arranged, and 

Hadji AU, who was present as a kind of arbiter, solemnly pro- 
claimed the conclusion of all difiPerences in these worda — In 
the name of God, the horse is sold*." 

We entered a pa-ss shortly afterwards, and in a mile and a 
half came out opposite to the end of a rocky island; there is a 
large tower on the opposite siide ; thence the Nile flowa dne 
north, and is for some distance without rock& In one mile more 
wfecame to a fortress with a jfew houses, hemmed in by the lodu 
on the north, and called (as well as I oould undentand) Boch- 
gure. A boy ran out from one of the huts^ and stopped ua m 
the name of God and Mahommed; he shewed ua a seven 

♦ Mr. Hanbiiry hjul bought a young bone some days bdbre, and both are now 
■afely arrived in England. The IXjogola breed has been particularly riuntioned 
by "Brace, Ponoet, and Burekluud^ and in much the best that existe on the banks 
of tba Nile. Thtiy are not so large as Bngliih horaeiy but finely aade, imMmihr 
swift, and capable of enduring great fatigue. They liave generally a white lace, and 
four white legs ; but the beat breed is diatioguiahed by haTing only Uiiv«. They 
■NiuitconfiBedealin1yto])6iigo]n, WnnfbmdiDfhaMnBepflvActioiiinDu 
Shcygy'a on the one side, and a part of Dar Mahass on the other. We finuul 
tbem as low down as Tinareh. They are occasionally brok^^n before thev are two 
yeeri old, becnnse, as the natives assured us, it would be impossible to break them 
thoroughly afterwude. I nefer ntw one of tlten eUberlndMiieed, or lame, or 
diseased. Burckhar U p 66) declares the breed to be origindly fhun Anbob— 
Bruce, who exaggerates the size to which they airive in n cooody wlwie he iwvttr 
WW dMB, odb Aon of Sumxd extnctioD. 
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wound under the lefl arm, which he had received the other 
night from a GellAb, and begged for our aasistance or advice. 
The Gellab was not to be found, so we moimted the boy nn nn 
ass, and sent him to the Aga of Kok^ itroi^y leoommending 
him to hi* humanity. He had a fine oountenioioe, and Ihaa^ 
aware of his dai^er behaived wifih remaikable fiimnem. He 
wm an cnpliaD, of not abore fourteen or fifteen yana of age^ and 
had'no relation or fiiend on eartii. 

ThoMse we entered anotiher short pase^ and went out of it 
between two fine granite roclEB into a nnall cultirated ]Ann 
widi palnub end a village where Ae course of the Nile is rather 
to the westward of nortb ; and dien tibiou^ anolJier pass to 
anollier flhon and castle. We were astomshed to ofaeove how 
well every scrap of land was cultivated her^ while such trades 
of rich soil are left barren in D6ngola. 

In a mile and a half from iiochgure we entereil the |>ass of 
AbsliDOTial), vviiuling among the rocks, tlirough which our general 
iliiettiou was very little to the west of north; and in four miles 
and a half we c-Hme out to a plain and sakie, oppo!?ite to a 
small island, naiutd Aii)()re. Great masses of quartz are scat- 
tered about here, and a very finely j)caked hill is visible at 
some distance on the lefl. I'herc is a ^een spot on the other 
sidei idwre is a castle and village, named Abs4ri. We observed 
some wild pigeons and partridges. 

In about a mile more (N.N.W.) wc passed through a long 
plain, in one pkce intemipted by rockst to C^hnerri, a small 
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castled village. A dvOiaed native stnui^y recommended ua 
his lodgmga for the night; hia house waa of stiaw, and one of 
the widla waa on the point of being destroyed in the nii^t hy 
the kick of a horsey whoae iindiod fiiot broke quite through it 

The Nile past here flows N.N.W, and a little below tuna 
N.W. Its windings, which are ninDemua hot not important) 
are, in this country, from no point visible for above a mile or 
two, owing to the height of the rocks now forming its banks ; 
these are delineated, as accuratt ly they were observabk-, in the 
chart, and it i&, therefore, unnecessary to be minute in detailing 
them hen\ 

A pass of three uuies (general direction N.W. by N.) 
brought us to the plain and village of Ghimba* by the 
river-side, whidi we followed for one mile more, through the 
plain to Orourki, a large village, sluuled with palms. Its Arabic 
name is Billa Dhourra, " ^^'ithout Dhoiu-ra there is a small 
island opposite. The rocks bq^ i^ain just below, and on a 
prsgecting ob^ on the very narrowest part of the liver, N.W. 
of Orourki, ia die castle of Tinardi. The name bdonga only 
to ihe casde, and not to the district or villages near. Shiek 
Mahonqned, under whom ia the part of Mahaas bdow Tinasdi, 
and who ia out of &vour with hia new master, was dttini^ with 
a few idte Mows about hiib, waiting fw his mid-day meal ; he 
is one of the very few fet NulNana I ever saw. In four mfles 
from here, chiefly over rocks by the liver-ddc^ we came^ as 
usual, to a small plain, vrith its village and palma; and to 
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another in one mile more ; the Nile thus far running due west, 
and about four or five hundred yards broad : below there is a 
gentle turn to the southward. In about a mile more we passed 
by a string of houses and palms, continuing for half a mik, 
and called Koye, the name of the district and village on the 
c^poeite bank ; and in a mile and a half m<»e the Nile again 
takes its natuzal oouxse to the noithwaid. The tarn is Mthor 
sharps and aa the river u yezy broad,' and keeps nearly the 
same dizectum tot four or five miles, it has much the appesr- 
anoe of a deep bay. The mountains on both ades have gnu 
dually flattened and retired firom die meXf and a large pahn 
nUage stands on the an^ on the opposite aid^ made by the 
turn of die Nile. We observed some pikes of stoftes on the 
h^l^ hills bdiind. The houses and txees eactend fiur a mile 
more ; and we then entered a pass, and, after four miles, came 
into a plain, nhenoe we had a fine view of the ridge of moun- 
taiQ8» separatmg the Mahftas fiom Sttkk6t*; and in five miles 
ai|d a half we descended into a plain by the Nile aide. Many 
of the inundation flies were blown in our fiiees by the strong 
north wind, at the distance of two or three miles from the 
river. 

In about seven miles we got to the temple, and in less Uian a 

■ 

* The dtttrid of Sakkfit joim imiDedialdy to Ow Mahlm, mA conprdwiKU 

the island of Sutf. I recollect to have been particularly assun d of this, or I 
should not have rentured to atU-ance it against the authority of BurcUMldt, wllO 
inakejs Say a distinct territory between Sukkot and Mahass. P. 32. 
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mile and a hamate to the tillage of S61d>*— our geneEil diiei^ 
tum hmog N.N.W^ like that of the Nile at thtt place. 

* If you do not obey," and one natiTe tosnother. who 

Jan. 88. * 

was aomewfaat idbictant to execute a oonmiianoii that 
we had given him, " If you do not obey, your ears win go to 
Cairo with dioae eontaiiied in the boocea of the Agaa.*' It 
appears, that afta the batUe willi the Sheygy^l^ three camels' 
loads of ears, packed in boxes, had passed through S61eb on 
their way to Egjpt ; and the people, who had never seen a box 
before, concluding such recepUicles to be onlv luudc tor such 
articles, naturally suppmed ours to be similarly cliarged: we 
did not endeavour to undeceive them. VV^e passed the day in 
the examination of the Temple. 

The temple of S(>U!b faces the Nile, and is al)out lour hun- 
dred yards distant from it. In advancing towards It your attention 
is first attracted by an elevated stone foundation a, of thirty feet 
aeven inches in thickness, extending in front of the temple, and of 
equal length with the portail ; it is nuuh ruined, and in some 
j^aees cannot be traced without difficulty. There is an entrance 
ein^t feet six inches in width, exactly opposite to ibe gate of the 
temple; two naxvow walls^ one eadiside of the entrance^ lead 
nearly up to the remains of two sphinxes^ 6 and e, cf wbidi 
the finmer is of grey granite and has the ram*s head; it is six 
feet in lenglli; the oth^ is so mudi brdlcen as to be neady 
shapeleas : they are ntuated thirty-four feet six inchea from the 

* It is pronounced Sulleb. 
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stone foundation, and ninety feet nine inches farther stUl is the 
beginning of a staircase leading up to tlie temple ; two other 
sphinxes have l)een posted in front of it, of which there remains 
a part of one only. Thence to the wall of the temple is an 
ascent for seventy-two feet over heaps of niins. The front of 
the portail, which is far from perfect, is about one hundred and 
•tventy-five feet long ; the width of the staircase before it fifty- 
aeven feet. The waU, which is twenty-four feet thick* is not 
solid, but oontains on each side of the entmice three oelh, into 
wUditheieiBnodeer, and whose use is not ohrioas; diereisin 
the wall of the gftteway itsdf a kind of noo^ or retued wpnoB, 
measiuuag deven Ibet seren indies in width, sudi as I have ob- 
served in some temples of Nulna and Egypt. 

The first chamber is one hundred and two feet six inches in 
breadth, and in depth only eighty-ei^t feet eight indiea; ronnd 
three sides of it runs a single row of pDan^ and on the fimrdi 
and ftrihest has been a double row, making on tiie whole lldrty 
oolmnns, of which seven are still standing and perfect ; there is 
nothing original in their shape or execution, and they are all 
fruiii the same model ; the diameter of their base is five feet 
seven inches, and their height about forty feet ; they are nibcribed 
with hieroglyphics only: the space In^tween them and the wall of 
the temple hus been covered by a roof, which is now fallen in. 

The firont wall of the second chamber, which is rather less in 
width than the first, and only sixty-eight feet three inches in 
length, is niehedin theentnno^ like the prapylon,and is twehre 
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feet in thidcnen ; in die chamber itself iheie is no eooflidenble 

|}ortion of any pillar standing, and it was not mthofut some dif> 

ficulty tliat \\c were enabled to trace a single row of twenty-four 
columns, exactly resembling those in tbf first chamber, which has 
surrounded it within a few feet of the wall ; their fragments are 
scattered about in every direction, and the very bases of Mnne are 
rooted U]), and the mud foundaticni on which they have stood is 
exposed. So entire, yet so partial, a ruin can only be attributed 
to the sudden yielding of that foundation ; an ^rthquake would 
not have spared the columns which still lemain in the other parks 
of the temple. 

The middle of the chamber is low and hollow, and a very large 
stone is lying in one part of it, which mi^t, at first sigh^ he 
raistakmibr a part of the foundation of a waU. On the posterior 
wsll, and near the oitvanoe into the adytum, lies a senlptured 
ston^ about ten feet long; a hawk* an owl, and an oac, with 
other hieroglyphical figures, are rqpteaented on it, of unusual dae^ 
hut in low rdieC 

It ia difficult to asoertun the dimensions of the adytum, as no 
part of the ride walls can be traced, and only a few feet (at b) of 
the posterior one ; it has, however, clearly contained twelve pil- 
lars and not more, and of tbese tbree are still entire (except the 
capital of one), and alx)ut half of a fourth; the rest have fallen 
cliiefly towards the Nile before their enemy the Desert, and one 
of them is now jso miich inclined in the same tbrection. that he 
must shortly be laid with his brethren. They are of a difierent 



Digitized by Google 




Digitized by Google 




Digitized by Google 



TEMPiB OP SOUS. 



1B9 



mcKlci troin those in the first eli ainbcr, but not of a new or un- 
oomnioa one ; they arc five feet eleven inches in diameter, and 
the distance between the two rows on the left is six. teet t\v(i 
indiest and between the two middlemost of the four row8 nine 
feet six inches. The length of tlie chamber appears to be thirty- 
seven feet. The lower parts of all the columns bear representa- 
tums of figures about three feet high, of which the lower half is 
ooneeakd by a tablet iittenbed with hierogljQphics. I cofued 
some of them, u I had before eopied some similar at Sasef ; 
thej are io low leHeC but eseeuted in the very beit styleb 
as are sU'die aeii^itiiies remaining on tlie temple^ thoa^ in 
some plaoee fhi^ have never been <*"«'J"*^r Jupiter Amman 
appears twke among the few lemaining figniei^ and to 
lum I aii^poae Ihe building to have been defeated; part 
of a Mendes^ with the flail and lobaa, is distinguishable m a 
fragment. 

On die western dde of pillar d we observed some marks, 

evidently artiiidai, in a character unknown to us, though most 

resembling Greek. I copied them twice, in two .situations of 

the sun, and, as I believe, with the greatest accuracy. I have 

slu " II them to three or four men of learning, who have uot 

recognised them : however, I feel it my duty to make them 

public, in the hojx! that thev may at U n(:tli meet some eye, to 

which they are not strange, it is the only ancient inscription 

in any language that we have been fortunate enough to observe 

duiing our eiqiedition ; tbou^ we have Delected the examina' 

» p 
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tion of no spot, where such a discovery might probabi^r have 

been inade. 

The temple of Soleb affords the lightest specimen I have 
seen of Ethiopian or Egyptian architecture. The sandstone of 
whidi most of the oolumns are composed is beautifully streaked 
with red, which gives them, (Vom a little distance, a rich and 
glowing tint. The side and posterior walls have almost entirely 
diaqipeared; and the roof (for the adytum has been compleldly 
covered,) has every where 6Uen in, so that there xeauam no 
ponderoufl heup of muaoaj to destroy the eflbct cS eleven beau* 
tiAil and lofty column^ hacked by the mountains d the Desert, 
or byihedearliluelioiriaon. We were no longer oontemiilating 
a gloomy ediBoe^ where heaviness Is substilnted hr digni^» 
hei^fiwsul)ilinn<y»andBiaefor|prandeiur; no lopgemcAranng 
a pyramidal mass cf stanfr-woik, dimbing up to heaven in de- 
fiance of taste and of nature. We seemed to be at Segeata, at 
Plii^^^dka, or at Suniiun; where lightness, and colour, and ele- 
gance of proportion, contrasted with the gigantic scenery about 
them, make the beauty of the buildings more lovely, and their 
durability more wonderful ; there is no attempt in them to n i l i ate 
or rival the sublimity that surrounds them,— they are content to 
\)e tlie mas{er|>ieces ot art, and therefore they and nature live 
on good tenns together, and set off each other's beauty. Those 
works of art that aim at more than this, after eadiausti^g 
treasuries and costing the life and hapfiiness of millions^ must be 
satisfied at last to be oalled hiUocka. 
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Two horses had been fiinuahed us by Malek Zeb^r 
Jan. ts. ' 

at Koke, which weie eidiang^ for two crfihers at 
E61merri, and tfaeae last were to convej us down to Wady 
HalfiL Two men, ponibfy thdr ownef^ weie to attend iu to 
our jounM^'B end, and bring the bones bade; last ni^t^ bow- 
ever, was so extremely dear, that they were tempted to take 
advantage of it, to cwnmence th»r zetnm to ^ Soadi, rather 
sooner than we had leckoned upon ; and ^rfien we mdce in the 
mornings lihey were no logger to be found. Borsuit w»s hope- 
less, as, besides our eamda, we had only one weak and tired 
jade. It wash lucidly. Just posdUe to proceed with tibe aninula 
still remaining to us^ aasiated as they were for some distance by 
.an ass bdonging to a merGfaant, who was going down as a 
partner from Dcingola to Snkkdt, for datei^ the whole stock 
in trade being one dollar. 

Having finished our olKjcrvations on the temple, and ex- 
hausted the resources of Soleb, we proceeded in the evening to 
Uoshc, a very mean v-illagc, alwut two miles lower down. We 
examined the small excavated temple there, and passed the 
night in the casile, where we were surpri.sed to find rcfrular 
brick and jkii tloors. We had here some of our former difficul- 
ties in obtaining nucesaaiieflb whidi we were obliged to surmount 
in the usual manner. 

'The temple of Doshe is excavated in a rock by the river-side, 
commanding one of the finest views in the worid, and is in 
itsdf perhaps the most misenble buiUing that has ever been 
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oolueeiated to the gods of the Nile. Ito extneme dimenaioiM 
ne tweaty-iiaee feet ten inches by twenty-five fiset ten indies. 

The width of the farther part is eight feet seven inches and a 
half, and at ilic bottom are the broken remains of three sitting 
statues, of the rudest sculpture. On each side of the middle 
part arc two holes, the one for a lamp, and tht; other prolwibly 
for a small statue. The height of that part is six i'cvt four 
inches, and of the cross division only six feet We distin- 
guished the remains of aome ilLdhaped figures within. There 
aie also some sculptnres on the exlbeaam a£ the rock, and a 
hierogly|diiGal tablet near die entiane^ wliieh is now quite 
deftcedL 

A few jraida np the mountain, above the temple^ ia 
anodier taUet, feur feet wide and about five in hei|^t On die 
upper part of it, Apia is v^cesented receiving ofi^nngji: a 
l^nre weaning the covn-measuie stands dkise bdnnd him, and 
then a third figure^ ^th the enwier in the rig^t hand and Uie 
staff in the odier. The rest of die atone ia oeciqiied fay fifteen 
lines of hieroglyphics. 

At a little distance, on the same rock, is the representation of 
a man with the long thick hair, making an offering. This 
figure is only nine inches high. A well-shaped vase is sculp- 
tured near. 

The little island ojjpositc Doshe is called Ushby. 
The rock in wliich the temjile is excavated contains 
much iron or^ and we collected there many curious mineialogi- 
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cal specimens, which are since happily arrived in England. In 
about six miles, at Rrst over rocks, and then a desert plain, about 
a mile from the Nile, we observed two entire, and one broken 
j^llar, standing in the midst of the foundations of a church ; at 
tbe foot of them lies a fragment of a black gnrate Egyptian 
altar-piece. The pillars are laigft and composed of three stimes 
eadi : diej are not fluted not ornamented with any kind of 
acu]^itur& Tbeie are ik> stone vemiuns lying about» but much 
biiGl^ and Inigie masses of quarti piled up lake a trail helnnd it 
On the other ride are some laqge mod building!^ with the Cnpihie 
aidk The Nile is lined with palni% and at least twenty mud 
castles are visible; the oommon straw houses eeasing to be 
nnmerous. 

A quarter of a mile farther, in the midst of a heap of large 
stones, is a pillar wuh a capital, and a sculptured fragment of 
stone supported by it. On the N. and S. sides of the capital is the 
Isis face, in not so higli relief as those at Dendera, nor so low as 
thoKe at Djebel el Berkel ; the East and West sides have no face 
or hierogl}'phic8, but are \s r)rk(-<l Tlic pillar is fluted, though 
not deeply, and is ornamented with no sort of sculpture : its dia- 
meter is three feet ten inches, and height about twenty-six feet. 
The fragments of other similar columns are lying about, and one 
capital with the face very perfect and well executed. There are 
also remains of smaller |^llax8» of not above three feet in dia- 
meter; tiheie is also a peifect pedeatali three feet eight inches 
sqaare^ eoveied with luero^yphiGSt of sandstone^ like die rest of 
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the temple. The ^Mb rum is only one himdied and tiventy 
yaidi in dieumfeieiifie. A broken titting statue of black 
granite lies near, as well aa another aenlptuied fii^pnent of 
the same materiaL The name of . the place is Sedenaa, and 
the island Aboudia, of above a mile in length, begiuh just 
below. 

We observed the fields every where fenced by pahn branches, 
to protect the young corn from the voracity of the antelope ; 
a more insutiicient j)rotection, .is it ^lould seem, either in 
strength or height, against the bounding gaaelle, can hardly be 
conceived. 

In four miles beyond the temple (N.N.E.), we passed a vil- 
lage called fakir Welad Ali. An island begins just below. In 
six miles we were going North again; and in a mile more 
N.N.E. In fourteen or jfifteoi miles fipom Doahe^ we airived 
at Shoofidv where we remained for the night Aa oar beastai 
by the desertion at BfA^ were reduced to six camds^ a (lying 
hors^ and an ass, for nine peraons and a great deal of lug- 
gage^ it is not suxpriang that oar day's joumify was not 
longer. 

The Nubiana, like the Egyptians* divide the year into three 
seasons of four months each ; the Nik^ that isi ^ inundatifm ; 
the winter; and the summer. Their, year begins, in o(Mise> 
quenoe, about the middle of July, the conclusion of their sum- 
mer ; this last is their sickly season, agreeing nearly with the 
period of the plague at Cairo. 
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Jm. ta. ^ ^ °^ ' obtained an eudlent 
view in the momiD^ 60m a hiU bdund tbe village^ 
bcgiiis about a mile above SboofiA^ and ia pRAaUy eight nuka 
hm^ nuTipg ia iridlih fiom one to tiuseck Much wheat is 
grown ihece^ of which a part med to be annually bought bj 
die Shejrgj'a. Thexe aie some leuaaiiiB ct antiquity Ibeie*, eon- 
aistin^ aa we were infbmiedt of three or iiwir |iii]an^ and, I 
beHeve^ the probalde atte of a temple, whidi, thou^ apparentl^r 
of no gveat importanee^ we weie ttill annoua to «y»wninfp. We 
had been diaappouited ia our ibnner attempts to mm taver into 
the island, and ware not frted to be nune fortunate nov> . The 
Turkish Aga with the ferry-boat was on the opposite side of the 
river, of wlii< li the we8lt;ni branch is far from bciag narrow, and 
we could not even obtain a ramouss to pa^ss over on. 

On leavincr Shoofah, we still followed the bank, in hopes tliat 
some opportunity might present itself, if in any part we should 
find the stieam veiy natiow or shallow. In the mean time, so 
strong a tempest arose from the North, as to obecine with clouds 
of sand the shore aad mountains opposite. Houses or inhabi. 
tanta were no longer visible on the island, and on our side there 
was nothing but the moving Desert; the sky, otherwise dear 
and doodkas, assumed a yeUow i^peaaraaee^ and the eonflict 
between Ihe wind and die oppoahig emvent was so viofenti diat 

• They were meutioued aud described to uit by Anuro. It appears that Burcit- 
hirdtlMkl not liMrd of &m* (p. 59.) 
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it would have fendend very diffleult an attempt to cnm by 
swimming. With great regret, theiefbiei were we ol^ged to 
tunis our badu^ fin the aeoond tim^ on liua idand* and again 
yield to dfcumstanoe^ whidi teemed united to fortiid our yvAt 

to it. 

Wc proceeded over tlie sand-hills ; the storm increased, and 
the camels Ix-ll nvt d and ulv nce<l with difficulty. Some of 
the party relieved themselves l)y revertdng their s<;at on that 
s^xicinus animal, and thus presenting their backs to the wind ; 
one <i) two, \\hose beasts were less tractable, were obliged to 
takt! to tlieir ftH't. AVe observed, however, none of those moun- 
tains of driving sand, which have been so often described or 
fancied ; the aspect of the agitated Desert is dieaiy and deso- 
late in the extreme, but not formidable. 

In about nine mites from Shoofidi we came to a solitary old 
Coptic church, situated nearly a mile firom the Nile. It eon- 
tained many fandc aidie^ and at the entnnoe one of stenes it 
was covered with Amhie inaoiptiona of a leoent date; In half 
a mile more is the end of the island cf Amietti^ which bsgina 
just below Say ; it haa the appeaianoe of fadng rich and covered 
withpahns. There is pcesently a tom of die Nile to the east- 
ward, and Ibr five milea we went gradually ihioui^ nearly all 
the points of the comiiass firam North to S.S.E, We then 
turned East again, and aSba perfenning upon the whole about 
sixteen miles, weie stopped by the approach of night 
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Since: tlie detection at S61eb^ we had no guide whatever, and 
during the whole of to-day nw no hafaitatkm or htunan being*. 
We chose, therefor^ for our place of repose, a spot among the 
rocks, dose by the river, and sheltered from the North by a bank 
fiinged irith acacias, which also afforded food for our animals. 
Tbeie was a litde ton^ island opposite not one hundred and fiAy 
yaxda from «l^ with a mud Ibitvem on it, though afipaiently inhi^ 
bited only fay wiUrgeea& Weli^tedafiiefaytherirar-nde^and 
made up a kage men of xioe with a htde portdde aoi^ and the 
leg of a goai^ whidi aupplied a wiy toksdile mea)^ m aoooe^^ 
to ourselves our aervants and the Italians, the DongaULwy and 
a Caiiine Arab who had joined our party, and laatfy to the dog 
Anuhis, Seeiog our fire^ die people on the other bank began to 
beat a tambour, and ahouted vqseatedly, to convioee ua thai 
they were prepared finr the attack ; supposing, no doubt, that 
no good people would have encamped in so desolate a place ; and 
■dii we were not anxioas for any noctuinai \-isit from them, we 
thought it prudent to lire a pistol-shot in aji»wcr. I woke in 
the night, and heard the sound of the Uunhour still mingling with 
the cries of the inhabitants. The jackalls and hyaenas completed 
the concert ; they were very clamorous ;iiid very near us, and in 
the morning we saw their traces, interspersed with those of the 
gazelle, within twenty yards of our bivouac. Our lieasts liad 
Strayed, many of them to some distance^ in pursuit of food. 

• We started one or twohamaod wme quaiU in the Dtsert, about balf a mile 
ftomtlia iivsi'. 
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The moon nme, and the wind abated about nudnin^t, and we 
depi weUf and widiout any araleslstioD, till day-break. 

A very miserable hone, which had attended rather 

than assisted us from Koke, fell down in the sand yes- 
twlay afternoon, and could not be raistnl again. Wc sont back 
after him this morning, but as it proved impossible to get him 
on, )»! was left ajuoug tlie shrubs near the water. If lie has 
escaped tiu' jaws of the hyaena, he is now probal)iy wandering at 
large over the deserts of Sukk<'»t ; for, as there was no track in 
the place where he was left, and as the road of tb( ti iders is 
much farther from the Nile (in order to cut off the bend 
hexe made by it), he ia not likdy again to fidl into the banda 
of nan* 

In aeyen miles (£. by N*i with some little Toxiatioiis both 
ways), petformed ov«r tiich ground aa yeatexday, and alwaya odt 
of ag^t of the liver, we finind it running N. by E. We obierved 
much qnarta, appearing in aome plaoea aa if artifietaUy bdlt up^ 
mudi granite achiati and granite. We then followed ihe difeor 
tbn of the Niie^ and in ten milea poaaed aome old granite qoar* 
liea by ihe road ; there were lome faalffimahed pollara itiU lying 
dieie; In thirteen miles we caaiie oppoaite -to I](jebd[ Mama^ 
which is only known by the inhabttanta of this bank fay the name 
of Djebel Gvcmga; It is of sandstone, while the vodai on id» 
western bank are granite. Here we saw a camel and some goats, 
the property of an Ababde, and tlirec young gazelles feeding 
with them ; at our approach tlicy retired into the Desert, slowly 
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and securely, as a loaded camel is seldom disposed to run races 
with an antelope. Their actions were extremely beautiful ; when 
we stopped they stopped also, and gazed at us ; when wc moved 
on they did so too^ and oontinued long in sight, quietly zetieat* 
ing before UB*. 

In fifteen or sixteen miles we passed a few mud and straw 
oottagea^ and in two mare we came to the village of BaL We 
aent for the Shiek, who^ in answer to our demand of lodging 
flhewediistoa ti»e^8ttrfOiindedfayeHmela*dimgi Certain Turkic 
nudedictiona (the only port of that language ivhich ia well under- 
stood by the nativea) pieaently procured ua a more hoi^table 
feception; and pamng over to the idand of Dal, we fi>und 
liuniriea both of Ibod and shelter, which made us amends finr the 
inoonTenianoes cf yesterday. 

The liv^ on the easton side of the ishmd of Dd is 

Jan. 87. 

covered with castled racks full of inld fowl ; a cataract 

is audible from below. The inhabitants seem a lively and inde- 
pendent race of people ; indeed these little rocky islands crowded 
together, with the Desert on both sides, afford sucli oppor- 
tunitifs of resisting or escaping, in casi' oi" nvcd, that it would 
be wonderful if the natives of them were not more attached to 
liberty than \ho-v. who have the fortune to he Iwrn on happier 
soils ; they are said to have frequently treated even the soldiers 

* We were assured that they are sold in Akxaodria for two or three doUan cadi, 
aad eaten like gfune; die fleah la aaidl to ht iij, and of Ktde llavour. They an 
ganenBj eaoglit «lMn jonng, and kepttnae. 

« Q 8 
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mHi inaotonc^ and, like all die udanden from Shj to Wady Hal^ 
iiam a peiniliar contempt Ibr Chriatiaiifl. On our asking if dioe 
wete any ancient buHdinga here^ the Sinek lepUed, ^ "What do 
mknowof the iraotoof ihe Idolateis? .Are wenotaUMunnl- 
inmliefe?* For we always paawdfiirTuiks in places wheie we 
did not stay long enou^ to be detected. 

There is a smsll aunts' tomb near heve^ the fiist we had ob- 
served for above tarty taShei, 

In about four miles and a half we entered the Bain el iiudjar, 
which begins not so soon on this side as on ihc otlicr. 

The Italians were violent in their ext l.im;itions against the 
bnUtezza thv Nile; and tbeefFcvt prddm i cl on them by scenes 
of wild deformity was merely painful. In tmc of the rudest spots 
in the whole river I observed a l)oat, that had grounded there 
when the water was high, with its masts and rigging still entiie^ 
standing in the nudst of the rocks ; it bore no marks of any 
injury, and there was something particularly dreary, and ahnost 
mapcal, in its appeaianoe there alone, and deserted by ita inW. 
bitants^a single woric of art amid the deeoktioii of nature. 

We passed over some veiy fine maasea of Uadcgianite^ wbose 
exterior preserved a remaTkwbleftesimesB and brightness; though 
we observed some rodci^ ehiefly of red grsnite^ wludi were 
n^ged and crumbling away, like the stones of an dd buildini^ 
I heard some cries in the Desert on the left, probably those of 
the gaielle under the paws of her enemy. In three miles and a 
half more we came to the small vale of E6lbi^ iriddi is quite 
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uncultivated ; the canal separating it from the island was passable, 
and we heard the voices of the people on the other side. We 
proceeded lor about two miles more, the length of the island, 
and entered it at the other extremity. We found it well culti* 
vated, and started some quails out of the young wheat. 

We met here one of our old Ababde* guides, who saluted the 
servants on both cheeks, and seemed delighted to see us ; and 
instantly exerted his influence to procure us a supply of pxovi^ 
nonfl. We observed a Nul»uk receive a severe kick fiom a camel, 
and his manner of expressing his indignation was sufficiently 
Mwnwiig ; he instantly fell on his knees, and after devoting, with 
a vwt variety of impracations, the sacred head of his offender, 
■oatleiediatliewa quantily of mud, of whieh die greater part 
fen i^MHi lunuelC I bKfe fiequenlly aeen quaiids among die 
Aiabs earned on in the SMne manner. 

The Nile to die SouUiof maa N.N.R, it dien makea 
a bend to die wet t wa i d to embrace die idand, and at die end of 
it agun lenunea its conise to the eaatwaid of Nordi. To avoid 
anodier night in the Deaert^ we det^mined to deep in a anall 
green plain, about half a nnle to the North of Edibe. 

We saw on all sides of us a number of those miserable mud 
fortresses, built to aiibrd the wretched inhabitants a security, 

* The Ababde have a bad character amoDg tiavellers i and tnacheroui and m- 
]Mit*oiiu«i«btedto1iai«lM«eoBiiiitladbj bodiMofd^^ Atbditidwdb, I 
believe them to be generally well-infomied, oUigni^ hoDMt* ud gntafil], irilhoitt 
being at all napouiUe for their condnet at a nob. 
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wfaSdi neidier the Bfarength, ii<»r the gnmdeur* ngr thepoTeftyp of 
their black eyerlasting rocks could promise them. Th^ tell i|b that 
the Bishaidii, till the Pasha's eaqpedition, used to oome down oa ' 
the East baak* and hide themselves in the caves till night, in 
parties of thirty, forty, or fifly, amed vnih lances and swords ; 
they then crossed and carried off every thing diat fell into their 
hands ; till the invasion of tlie IVIamclouks, tliey had aUo to 
sustain die persecutions of tlie Sliev:iy a. Vhe evil ul winch they 
conipLiin luo.st at present is the de&triu lion of their green com 
by the gazelles ; and in a fruitless att( in])t to diiniiiish it, I jwssed 
two or three mooi]li<,'ht hours witli my f^un under a tree, in the 
wheat, among the rocks. The Cataract of Kolbe, near whicii we 
had attempted to sleep in our way up, was extremely audibly as 
were the usual liowlings of the wild beasts in tile Desert. 
Jul as. ^ camel Uves about thirty years ; the sound produced 
by him is the same for eveiy sensation, and always ex- 
pressive of discontent** w if every diange of sitttation were 
painfiil to him ; the same when he is unloaded and fed, as when 
beaten. 

There is a town eastward in the river at Kolb^ and we 
here entoted a pass of about three mile^ which a^iin brou^t 
us down to the bank, which we followed for six or seven miles 



* Hie camel* of Cairo are larger, and not, I think, so irritable as their brethren 
ofdwSoalli. WcMiriiMirlawM SM ipedniiB of m andiHtdtocbM^ 
two-thirds of the usual MM of the dnmedaiy; itWM fidl gnoiin, and « lighl aad 

▼eiy beantifttl aoinal. 
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more to a few houses, aiiled Okme ; a villaffe oppo«it«>, of the 
same name, was noticed in our way up. The Siie has iH tm of 
late smooth and uninterrupted, thou^ not more than a hun- 
dred and fifty yards broad. There is a high clrnin of rocks on 
tke other side, at some little distance from the bank, running 
north and south nearly. Out direction had been thus far to 
the •weitMwd of north ; but about half a mile lower down the 
river tuiDB narth; and in a mile mor^ meeting a ehain o£ low 
loeks going down to it on thia mie, is driven ; and in 
another mUe^ being oppoaed hjr the gteat ric^ which haa ao 
loi^g aooompaiiied ua on the other, ia again finced northwanl. 
Every turn ia oecaaioiied fay the reaiatanoe ot aome hi^ and 
fwcgectiiig rod^ which firequmtly eadenda to aome diatanee in« 
land, and allowa no paaiage by the Nile aide; and hence it 
happena, that at eveiy oonaideiable hend of the atream the ttn* 
vdler ia ohfiged to take aome paaa to avoid the mountain that 
oooariona that bend. 

Thia was the case here, and after following a beaten track 
for six or seven miles in a N.N.W. direction, we found the sun 
setting wthout there being any a])])earance of our approach to 
the river ; we, therefore, left the road, and going eastward for 
about two miles, found it running N.N.E, nearly. It is ilif- 
ficult to say wliitlier the other road would have led iis, as the 
Nile long preserves its course to the eastward of north. 1 had 
the pleasuie of performing the greater part of this day's ymmey 
on ioot, aa my oarael waahungiy and intractable. 
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AU the left bank in SuUcdi it oovend witli detp nnd, wlucli 
is only spzinkled at intervab over the black numntaiiiB on the 
lil^t. I have abeady lemaiked that the oontiaiy la tiiecaae in 

D6ngola. 

We passed the ni^t oa a Mttle todky idand, ooveved m&k 
shrubs, and now uninhalxted, dMMi|^ oomtaining a thick ivaU 
of consiclLTLilile length, built down to the water's edge. The 
Nile is narrow, and the sliurca barren. The few palms that 
are here and there scattered on the other side are hardly to be 
distiiij^uitibed trom the dark ro<.ki5 U liiiul tlum. 
^ ^ After riding four miles (E. and over sand 

hills, when the road was frequently quite untraceable, we 
eame to the river again, and followed it geneially for five miles 
mwe; we then approached an islaiid, above a mile lon^ and 
about a mile and a half broad, round which we tode, ibr two 
wHea, east It was lull of black dndEB^ and apparently not 
inhdiited. By good luck we here finmd a naked native^ wbo 
had been on an unsoooeaafiil aeaidi after a stray cow, and wu 
retunung to his home across the water. For time plasties he 
undettofA to be our guide; and die hdigh wind had now' so 
cooi|detdy concealed all tracks effect, and there weze here some 
fsoBea, othennae so difficult to be discovered and Ibllowed, that 
without his assistance our progress must have been estremdy 
tydiowi uncertain. 

During die first mile we passed the cataract of Ambigo, 
now perfectly impracticable; and in about two mora over 
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the faiUi we came to a plain about three milea long* and half a 
mile brood* villi a small grove of aeadaa at die bottom of it 
We then deacended to the Nil^ and feUowed liie bonks to the 
eaatwaid, Bat one mil^ to two or three houses, and a fortress 
caUed Attyre. 

As it was beginning to be dark we here collected uur party, 
and entered a verj- fine pass round a mountain, in a northerly 
direction ; and afler a mile and a lialf reached a larger village, 
named also ^Vttyre. We were admitted, afler some altercation, 
into a comfortable straw hut, where we passed the night admirably. 
Jaik ao began by returning through a part of the pass, 

with which we finished our labours of yesterday. It 
is the finest in the Batn el Hadjar; the rocks are wilder, 
and have an unusual grandeur of oontour. We rode fox some 
diatanoe by the aide of a kind of ravine^ ivith aome trees at 
the bottom, the only ones we observed there, reminding us a 
little of the Alps. 

In about four miles we came down to the Nik^ running 
N.W. ; it is quite amootht and about two hundred yards broad, 
widi a small idand dividing the stream nearly equally. It ooi^ 
tinues for a mile moce in that direction, and then tarns 
eastward. We soon afterwards passed a small village, somA. then 
entered the pass of Meschia, in Wady Samne ; this brought us 
out ill about a inilu tu the village, and in one more we reached 
the temple of Samne. 

To £urckhardt's description of this temple I have only to 

s a 
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add, tliftt tlie entranoe ftcM tlie aouthy and la noCi ai uftual, 
towanb tlw liver; that ihe diameter of ^ polygmud pillar ia 
two feet six indie^ and that the other four are cot aquaze, but 
meaBiue two feet Ibiir indies by one foot eif^tiod^ Thepart 

to the northward of the standing pillars (which were never, I 
think, more than six,) is more rudely finished than the rest, mid 
a[)|)i ,irs to have been constructed at a diflferent period. In the 
front is a larw hieroglyphical tablet, of a later date than the 
temple, moil' (l( ('plv cut than tlie tiguics. nnd at the expense of 
the feet of some of them, and the ent in le^ of one. The best 
of them are about four feet in height. We were pleased to 
observe on the wall, among numerous more modem inscrip- 
tions, tibe name of a feUow countryman — Hj/de^ March 3, 1819. 

We never aaw the Nile so narrow aa ui thia spot; it baa two 
paaaagea between the rodn pngectuiig from eidier ahoic^ of 
whidi die broadest aeema baidly twenty yaida. On ike pola* 
on the cpponte ade we ooitld disoem two rowa of inoken pit- 
hia (there beuig two^ apparent^, in fhe firat^ and fear in the 
aeoondt row) atan^g before a snuJl ruined stone edifiee. Near 
it axe araae laige binUings of mud and bride 

One or two broken boats were lying on die adjaiGent ndka ; 
the cordage of one of them was quite perfect and untouched, 
a fact strongly proving either the honesty * or the subjection of 
the natives. 

• " It out;ht to be added, dnC the Nufaiutm gomil we free from the vioe of 
pillage "--BurclUuurdl, p. 34. 
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In ft mile and a half <N.N.W.) ive came to an important 
eataiad^ wliere the mer turns N.N.E., and in a mile and a 
lialf niare^ due MBt Heroweenteied apasfl^vldcli, inanoUier 
milft brought lu down to a appt by the Nik lide^ oovend wUh 
aeadw^ and opposite to the nartheni extienrity of an island, 
named Mdi, of about two miles in length ; a lugli mountain in 
it is crowned with some mud ruins. 

We found a jHirty of Gellubs < lUMinpccl amuug the trees, one 
of whom wiiN tlie owner of tlic caiiiLii. that had hrouirlit us 
down from l)iinL;;ola. He liad joined the rest of tlie caravun at 
Gourgote, wht rice they had set otf after onr departure, and 
ha\ing |)afised us on the road, had been expecting us for two or 
three days. During this time thc^ had killed and consumed a 
erooodlH except a y&cj small portion*, which was willingly 
accepted by us. The taste a little resembles that of crimped 
dute^ but is so very mudi ricber, that a Nubian palate and 
Btomaeb aeem absohitdy nnoeaiaiy to enjoy and digest it; tins 
with a lit^ English bee^ (pieserved for a case of absolute want), 
and some Docbenf bread, fivmed the moat singular and the 

• " Crocodile's flesh is of a dirty white colour, not unlike young Teal, with a 
slight fifihv smrl!." Burckli.inK, j). 284, who in the sann; plr^'v mentions, that 
a crocodile having been taken aUve, and presented to the Governor of Esneh, 
one luiDdr«d lialtt w«« find it it irilboiit tttect, till it WM dmnniiiiioa it* lack, 
and the contents of a small swivel diaolutfged into tti bcUy. Batdthardt doM not 
•ay that he witnessed this exhibition. 
. f See Burckhardt, p. 22. 
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most aavouiy meal that we had made sinoe the oommeaoement 

of oureiqieditioiL 

The GelUba had twelve loaded camek, and several aases^ 

which they rode themselves ; they had also three female slaves 

with them, two of whom were neaily naikBd, and trudged on foot 

all the day; the other was dothed, and mounted on a camel 

This enviable distinction was the consequence of her superior 

beauty and value. Her owner was not deterred by d^cacy 

from inviting our attention to all her good points, and demanded 

for her a hundred dollars, tlie price, he told us, he liad j)aid 

for her at Darfoiu*. lie endeavoured to give j)robal)ihty to 

this assertion by the aid ot nuich gesticulation, and Sequent 

mention of the name of God and the Prophet. 

We were assured that by a little additional exertion 
Jaik SI. ^ 

we might arrive at Wady Haifa this evenmi^ and this 
information was received with great joy by most of our party. 
As to myself, I own that I looked forward with no pleasure 
to the eondiision of an expeditioi^ whidi had affinded me 
many of the happiest houn in my life. There was aamething 
in being oonstanUy, and never ]ab<Heiously, employed; there 
was mucb in the novdty of Ihe country, and liie Binguhaity of 
the aoenea that had, from day to day, presented themsdvea ; 
but dtere Is mudi mote in the feeling with which you tread a 
country yet unexplored ; you no longer follow a road that has 
beat traced out for you by more adveDtuimis traTeUers ; you no 
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longer pace in the trammels that thty have imposed upon you ; 
you are destined, |)crliapi», yourseli', to guide the steps und 
direct the enthusiasm of others. 

In examining a country on the banks of tlie Nile, the tra- 
%'ellcr finds a constant companion in that mighty stream, whose 
progress he is followiii;: through prosjx nty and through adver- 
aty; and I felt that i should part w'xih it as with an old 
fiiend, whose society I had enjoyed, by whose Uberahty I had 
been benefited, and in whose labours I had participated. 

Theax was yet another aouvce of oonstant enjoyment in the 
perfect beauty of die dimate during that season ; in the health 
breathed by the cool narth wind, and the dondkss serenity of 
thesky. There was a light in the ftoe of heaven that I had not 
Mt elsewhere ; and a br^tneas in the new and numerous 
Stan llutt can exist in no moister atmoiphe>e. Inoony^iiCTCies^ 
difficulties and dangen oocunred sddom, and passed qnidcly ; 
the employment, the interest, and the gratifications were per- 
petuaL 

We l>epan with a long pass, (N.E. by N.), which, in eight 
miles, brought us down to the Nile, opposite to three small 
islands ; n shorter of only two miles (N.N.E.) succeeded ; and 
we folhnvc d I he hank for one mile mort*, to a fine peqjen- 
dicular rock, where bepin another pass of about seven miles, 
generally over an elevated ])lain. Some trouble in arranging 
the luggage on my camel, threw me into the rear of the cara- 
van ; and as their tracks were concealed almost as soon as made 
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by the blowing sand, it was not till after a variety of wanderings 
ili ii the goodness of niy beast enabled mc to overtake them. 
1 was suq)rise(l, in searcliing for the road, to find so many; some, 
traceable for a short distance, became suddenly in^isi Mr or im- 
passable ; others appearetl to lead straight into tiie interior of 
the Desert; all seemed to have been lately trodden, though 
we had aometimes past whole days without meeting » hum^ 
being. 

James and Giovanni were, still missing, and Mr. Hanbury 
offered money to one of the GeMbs to go back in search of 
thems ho pooitivdy refliaed, and they aU proceeded; howeveri 
we had hardly set out to aedc fbr them oonelves, when ihej 
came up. It iqppeaied that Giovanni, who had never quite 
lecovened his D^gola fever, bad been aeiaed by a vjoknt fit of 
voniitii]^ and dyaentefji owing to the keeunesa of die wind. 
The DongpUiwy, who waa with ua, expressed hia expectation of 
dying by coild in the course of the night. We fmiimned the 
thermometer In the evening after sun-sety and found it at d8u 

In about Ibur miles more, chiefly by the Nile nde^ the direc- 
tion nearly North, we came to some acaci;is exactly opposite to 
the Shoonah, where we liad dined with ]\rahommed EiFendi, on 
the day of our leading Wady Ilalla. Tlic; Gellubs had already 
unloaded iIk ir beasts and ^tablished ih mi selves there for the 
ni^iit, and ii being now dark, we followed their eiuniple. 

They prolessed never to have travelled this road before, but 
diaooveied all the windings without a moment's hesitation by 
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oeftiin dgnfl <>bBemliAe only by thenuelTea; nnaU heaps of 

stanflB hid in puticidar places supply to l^r practised eyes 

the want of experience. The small remaindt r of our rice boiled 

up vviLli a iew tiates furnished the last scanty meal to which 

we were tor some time likely to Ix < oiulemned. 

• The thermometer at sun-rise was at 4^°. We re- 

VA. 1. ^ 

oeived soon afterwards a visit from the two Agas 
resident on the other bank, and then mounted for the last 
time. 

The course of the riTcr for the first mile and a half is N.N. W 
aeaily, till it is opposed and driven into a N.N.E. direction by 
a very high rock on the leil bank, ficom the top of which is a 
lemarkaUy good view of the oatamcts and the whole of the 
BatD £1 Haiyar. The boondlewneae of the todty praqpect 
oomtitatea ita greatest, and peihapa only, gmndenr. We have 
raKdy ofaaerved hi theae deaerts any fine groupa of hilla; they 
riae widi no abraptneaa or hfcgnlaril^, and hare little variety In 
thdr ontibkes ; theve ia a want of hei|^t in the rodn^ of doods 
on their tops, of woods and eataraets down theii aide^ and of • 
ravines at thdr bases, and the light yellow sand wfaidi fills their 
diasms does not satisfy the eye that has dwelt on the virgin 
snow of the Alps. I hanlK recollect any piece of scenery* in 
this country, of which the Mile does not tbnn the noblest 
£eature. 

• I except the « Pass of the Watei^s Moadt," irittok poSMne* paenlniitie^ 
tlMk 1 haeit no vkeie dte Men nnited. 



Digitized by Google 



312 



SECOND CATARACT. 



In a mite and a balf mate is an old town, atuated in a 
verj desert, but not very strong place; and in five miles tve 
came to a laige cLuater of idanda, of wMch mie lainer than the 

rest was {bll of sheep and goats. The distance between the 
extreme branches of the river must in this spot be nearly three 
miles. Our direction thence was about N.N.E., ami an emi- 
nence a little lower tlowii gave us an opportunity of looking 
hack on \ho hlnck islands that form the cataract, with the water 
struggling througli them. 

In about four miles more we arrived opposite to the Shoonah, 
whence we had originally commenced our joimiey. Our lug- 
gage was deposited on the bank, and the Gell4b^ whose camdb 
we had employed for so many days, requested some recompense 
for their hdMnr ; we had a pleasure in mortifying by our decided 
refhaal, one of the dealers in human flesh, of whose brnfality 
we had ourselves seen some fyw pfooA^ and of whidi poor 
BuTcUiardt, had been obliged to endure ao many. 

In the mean time we perceived Beiss Bedoui steenng his 
cangee across to ns, and were soon lecetving the salutations 
and congratuktiona of himadf and ciew. They were all dressed 
out in their best dothes, and looking admirably well ftr men 
who had not eaten meat for three months. 

Strange reports respecting us had been spread and believed 
during our absence; some related to our valou] hi the battles of 
Korti and Dager, and the honours we receivt?d from tlie Pasha 
in consequence; that which had excited most interest was, 
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that in one excavation we had found seven camels' load of 
gold*. 

Our good Abubde too had been here, and told, how we had 
obliged him to leave his wife and child among strangers." 
However, he had found them safe on his return, and allowed 
that the adventure had turned out for his good. 

One evemng an Aga had aniined firam the anny, bearing the 
ean of the Sheygy'a, and, in ^te of lemoDstrancea^ had aelected 
our boat as most worthy to osnvey bis honounble pencm and 

■ 

diaige to Cairo; however, Bedoui let sail in the n|gbt, and hy 
hid till the storm was pasaed. 

At last, that feitblbl obtain, beginniiig to be seriously 
anxious about our safety, had consulted a neoomanoer respect- 
ing us; he received for answer, that we were only detained 
by the illness of one of our party, and should shortly be here.** 
The nerromanpcr's predictions were happily fulfilled ; we found 
lctU'r.s wuh gtjod news froni Ik-Iow ; aiid as our sailors were 
repeatedly assuring us that " the day of our return was a w/iite 
day for them," it would be ungrateful not to coniei>i>, that it 
was a white day for us also. 

* Anotfwr nimour, wliich idded two piece* of cwmon to onr dtttsorariea, haA m. 

Mi^ular uri|pn. Aniiro once nieiitioneil to us, that nniDiig the ruin« at Say be bad 
fornd ii small rnnnon, probably broi^^t Up tfasn by the tfOOpaof Sultan 8elyiD> 
when they coinjuercd that country. 
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MAP OF THE NILE. 

In the application of the names of the ancient cities to the present 
teamm found in Ethiopia, it appean to me that the authoii^ of Ptateny 

ought to be followed in preference to that of Phny ; because, being a 
native of Hgypt, he is more Waeij to have been well infonned on the 

geography of the Nile ; because those subjects fonned more exclusively 
the object of bis attentioa; and because his exposition of the country is 
much more elaborate, and has proved, wherever the truth can be asoer- 
tained, to be very &r from inaccurate. 

The S.W. bend of the Nile is mentioned by Eratosthenes, as quoted by 
Strabo, who makes the turn be^n two thousand seven hundred stadia to 
North of Meroe, and continue for thrro thousand seven liundral stadia 
till it returns to the lat. of Meroe; it then resumes its course a htUe to E. 
of Nortli lor five tliousand three hundred stadia to the Great Cataract ; 
the distances are exaggerated, but their proportions are nearly correct. 

Rolemy places Meroe in 16^ 26' N. lat., and Napata, which he supposed 
to be situated on tlic aynwv, in "20" 15'. We then find tlirec or four cities 
placed in lb"" along the banks of die river, thus fixing the lat. of the 
westerly course tjiken by the Nile, after it has ceased to ilovv S.W., and 
before it recovers its natural direction to the northward ; he places the 
great Cataract in 22° 30 . The errorti m any uf these iautudcs wui hardly 
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prove to be midi more ikma half a degno ; in filaoes of inftiiar iinpoil* 
anoe Ug nmrtato may natunUy liaTe been gie^ 

Ftobn^ diBtingnulMB between die miiior end the n^^» or» aamaJl 
them, 00 fintand second cataract, end maifca the ntDBtkn of the dtiee 
aa diey are, bebw, between* or above dienL Agau, he mwitinna, in 
eyeiy instance, the side of the liw on ^uch thej stand, and the longi- 
tude, aa well as latitude, ofeecb; wlmeaa Tlii^, in hb aeoouut of Bstro- 
nius'e sj^editaon (a less exaot and d<i<ii!l*d i i Mw inl than diet of 
Stiabo), meidyiaealianBdBonlerinwiudianiinbercf lowne, dieon^ 
ooea be had fiwnd in the ocwntry, we taken by that genend. I cannot 
ihenfiiie bring nq^aalf to beljefB tint Dninif lituated ftm ei^ity to one 
bundled milM Mmki ^ nqor adainot, ia (aa maifad 
pioixed to Bind±aidt1i 1\svdB, and admitted by Nidbuhr m 
Nub.) the Primis (in Strabo Premnis), wUch Ptdcmy plaoeB three d^graea 
of latitude ahovt it. Ibrim ta the common oontracUon of Ibrahim, given 
probably to the fortress from some Chief, who had repaired or defended 
it; the ooincidepce of two lettcraia not a e u fflden t reason far diar^rdii^ 
the authority of Flolemy, in a country where places are continually 
dianging their names, and where there esxiMa at this moment a dty and 
kingdom of M6rawe, which, thoq^ pron o un c e d aocomlely in the lame 
manner, ia osrtainly noi Uaxfi*. 

* Of all the Dames recorded by Bion and Jubo, ooij two or three are noted by 
PUny vnd Ploleiny. Tbe czplomtorai «f Nm found, fton Hisws ycMB inoa te 

Napata, not one of the cities taken by PetroniuB ; and of Uie names mentioned by 
Macrizi, (Burckhardt, p. 483.) ia bit account of thii countiy, I beliere only that 
of Say to remain now, after «n intaml of not more than fbwlraiidMd yoan. Thm 
an now three villages in Mabass (one mined near Koke) called Hadji Omar, from a 
t n'ivo rhi^f, and which, lilw Mooifodi in Diagola, hara taksn flwt ome witbin 
the last twenty yean. 
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SOoo^ llw nJior of llie Nonte and iJl the ESdikiBUB (weNiebubr^ 
hflcript. Niib.)» boMts to Imvqv ui oub attack* nduoad the oountiy of the 
Bkn^ finom FkuoutoTiliiiiB. Now the dtstanoe fion Iltfim to Ka^ 
hfadHitnotinoietiiaD nulee of radcy and tiiinfy-pea[ded gTOttod. 
May we not also condude ftm thia that Primis was the ftontier town (on 
die South) of dieBleaayes? and is it likdy that the ooonliy of ^ 
dable to the Roman power should have had sudi nanow limits as Syene 
and n>iini^ The NoulMBit we are told by Strabo, Uied on the left bank, 
from Meroe to the Anoonct, of the Nile, or the country of the Shqrgy'a. 
Ilifay not the Blemyes have occupied the countries from there to Syene, 
including D6ngola, which may have been their southemmost city ? 

If Ibrim be not Primis, Ebsambai (fifty or sixty miles below the 
cataract) has still less claim to be Pthur, which was 1* Iff above it. Sta- 
disis is the place last mentioned by Pliny, and ought therefore to be sought 
near Napata, (which, according to Strabo's more accurate account, was 
the limit of Petronius's conquests,) and therefore not much less than eight 
hundred and seventy* miles from Syene ; it is conjectured to be Aaniara, 
which is little more than one-third of that distance. Ptolemy gives us little 
help here ; he mentions, indeed, a place called Tasitia, but places it only 
half a detrree above the great cataract — a situation agreeing well with the 
precipitation of the Nile, said by Phny to exist there, though ill with his 
" quo dicemus ordine." I am incluied, however, to believe the two places 
to be the same from the vicuiity of Stadisis (in Pliny's arrangement) to 
Atteva, which is, no doubt, the Auto3o of Ptolemy, a city only 24' to the 
N. of Tiisitia. K StacUsis (where is tiie oiiiy cataract mentioned by Pliny) 
be not, as seems probable, near the great one, we must of neoeasity sup- 
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poflehtobetheTa0v<Tu]i8) irindi Pidemy places od die West bank» a 
little hdtm Meroe; and it nofty then, iridxwt imidi incomalBle i i c y, be ritu- 
ated amoi^ the Tocks of the Sheygy'a. 

In the nap then prefixed to this ^mnk, the authority of Ftakmy has 
bem principally attended to, as beiii^, notwithatanding his enon in lati- 
tude, the most accurate of the ancient geo^phers, tbou^ it is impossible, 
on accditnt of thnsr errors, to follow even him too closely. 

The position of Tasitia was so nearly that of Sanine, that I have little- 
hesitation in supposing thorn to be the same place ; there is, besides, 
a very consrVIpmblo cataract at Samnc. Pnoiips w;is only 20' N. of 
the f^rcut cataract, and Aaniara is more than a dec;rce ; but as tlie 
mention of F^noups, or Nupsis, by botfi Bion and Juba, proves it to have 
been a considerable place, it is more likely to have left imp<.)rt;int remains 
than Geretliis, whose site, according to Ptolemy, was more nearly that of 
Aamara, but whose name is not mentioned by other geographers : I 
have, tiicrcfoie, though with dilhdeooe, fijied Pnoups at the ruins ot 
Aamara. 

The situations of Boon (B&twf ), and this geographer's Autoba, or Atteva, 
were not very distant from those of the small temples of Sedcnza and 
Dofihe ; and Phthur, or 4>^u^i, another important city of Ethiopia, I 
have 00 doubt was Solab, though placed by Ptolemy about 20' nearer to 
the gieat cataiact. 

A simikr dtftrenoe the other way will not prevent us from siqiposii^ 
the temple at SaaeC to be the remains of Aboods, (Pliny) or Abounds. 
Neio*a Bipbaniom phoe the island Gaugodes*, between Tergedus 

* " Tnsiilam riaiiffoden esse in medio eo tractu ; inde primum visas aves psittacos, 
et ab altera (qus vocatiur Artij^la), animal spbingioo — & Tergedo cjnocepbalos." 
We aaw no ndikniindi,whididoMBOt*taUpi«vtt that they may not hsTttt 
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anfl Napata, distant respectively four hundreti am) ihirtv one ami five 
hundred and eleven miles from Syene. Now, the island ui Argo. fol- 
lowing the course of the river, is at least five hundred miles from Assouan; 
Juba mentions a " Gora in Insula," which is, by transposition, Argo. 

Ptolemy's Primis * is situated on the same bank, and about a degree 
norili ui Old D6nf^oiu, a place as well adapted for defence as Ibrim, 
and which is proved, by the remains there found by us, to have been a 
city of as great antiquity. Strabof mentions, that to get to Primnis, 
BBtiaiaiiBBidied through the BaodB, iriieie fl» axny of CSHoriiyiM hid 
honannAdned by a whidwiMi: in finn particular faeisat VHriame 
widi HBrodo(iii» aid evidentfyoanfuwB the fid^ sent fay 

CkinliyieBtodiBtenBiifeof Hanimcn, with the aA%4M^«y6| of ^ irtnch 
he commanrtprt himself. But if it be tnie, Aat die deaeit which proved 
anyhowfitfaltotiiepBmiMii, muat be tavened to leedi Piipnii^ it ia 
dear tint die aite of that ci^ muBt be sought nnidi fitfdier fiom Sjene 
then baa hidierto been auppoaed- HeiDdotiiB ia ao indeflmle as to the 
positioii of die Macrobii {, diet it is iaapoaaifale to collect fivan his ac> 
oomH die eiaot place where die pfagraaa of the amy waa azieated ; it 
nwtyhne been in the rocks of dieBatod&djar.orof DarMahaaaf. 

there formerly- It appears rrom Herodotus, (ii. 71.) that, in his time, hippopotami 
wen common in Egyp^ ^h/un die Aoddenlal tqipemnee «f one n now abooet a 
pradigy. 

• TlplfJLis pittp^ (the other Primis was near Merop) was 3" aboTe the great 
Cataract, and Dougola is 4° nearly. There are no remains of any age of an- 
tiquity on the right beak, between Aamiia and D6ngala. 

t Lib. 17, p. 817, D., ifc. Ssc. 

X Bruce (to1< 2. B. 2. 5.) supposes the Macrobii to be the " western Shangalla, 
situated below Gvba and Nuba, the gold country, on both sides of the Nile, north 
of Fazudo." 

% The etoiy mentianed by Stiabo, Diodoras Sicvluiy end, I think, some other 
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T1»ileQlitj4if BMkd wdl^Nto IwibeeaduoiiBMd damriwre; if 
h1iMbeenpiovBd,Ntei8i8tliecit7iAo8e aitiKtkn afipiiOMiiBcl nemt 
loiliKlof Samab. 



Of the general map of the Nile given with this Book, all to the 
north of Wady Haifa, and to the south of Berber, is taken from the 
map preiixed, by Coioad Leake, to Buickhardt*s Travels. In delineating 
the country from Wady Haifa to Karsii^r, I have followed my own 
map of that country, and from Karsinger to Berber, the course of the 
river is laid down according to information kindly commmucaiixi u> Mr. 
Hanbury and myself by the ClM)valier Frediani (Amiro), in a letter iirom 
Berber. Tlie greatest confirmation of the general accuracy of this part, 
is the authority of the ancient geographers. It may be mentioned in 
addition, that the river that had been visited by our Ababde guide, 
(which was no doubt the Nile), wns described by him as being five days 
lo Uio cast uf Aigo , uiki Uiai Uic well ol Nabch (pa.<5sed by Buickhardt* 
on his road from Daraou to Berber) is situated three long days and a. 
hail from tlie Nile. Both of these distances agree tolerably well with 
the delineation I have given of that part of the river. 

The Chevalier also mentioasd that be had found no remains of anti- 

antbon, that Cambyaea reached Meroe, and built and named the city after hia 

^rif", or mother, u entirely unconfirmed by Herodotus ; and, I think, as inconsistent 
with hia account of that expedition, as it is with the account of that of Petrooius, 
•a gmnby Stnbo UmMlf. 

* P. 189. " A third route was pointed out to me from Nabeh, leading in a 

S.S.W. direction to tlic Nile, in three long days and a half ; but that parf of ttie Nile 
is inhabited by the Arabs of Mogr&t, who were the enemies of our caravan," Sfc. 
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quity beHveoi El BeUil and Beiber, ttMoepL die niins of Bom GfaiiitiMi 
ciluwilww 

Tin paeitioii of the niinB of Mievoeis gnnn«ooomliqKtotlieobBBm< 
tkneof Brueemde at Sheniy; the latitude wpvobaUyiMiii^ 
but I anqpeet fton die inibniutioii oTFlolemy, as agiMii^ wUi aanie fe- 
odfodby Mr. HanlmryaidiiifadfintlMtcoiiDU^ « ware aocviale 
dbaervatun of longitude iiauid place dieaip otlew^ I'moie lo iheweal^ 
mud. 

Tte lalitMle of Wacty IU& is SI* dfi^ at dtiaeived by Mr. Oooper. 
ayoungliulnnm, of gvaal talarta, «1» «aa tnneilpgiD %K»attfa6 
Mnetinie widi inyadt and iHioae aoqnaiiitaiioe I had die pleaaim of 
fimuiig dwfe. 
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PoMcvrleftSioiitOeidberS, 1696, and an the filli «rif«d at Hehdiw, 
or die Fkoeof SoAiie88,**ii1i«»lieie8iiBdfourdfty8, and in two mora 
axiived at GhatbM*, aeoiintryfiiUafahim; and in tbvee mora at Sd jma 
in the Deaert^ wlwre is a fine spring of water ; and on ^ 9Gdi at 
Madiottf, giaenboiai^de aurle bold oriental j;dn Oaflemefisnne 
m oet endioit deux giandes tka ramplm de pabnien, de ttiut et de oolo- 
quinte. Hadmi, le seul lieu babil^ depnis Hdada6, estdana laprorinoe 
de'nm^^; il afipaxlienl att Roi de Sennaar el Ut le oomnMOoeme^ 
pays desBinuna que noi»aq[ipeionBBar^^ I/Erbab on la gounK»w 
neur de oene Fnmnoe, ayant vppm que I'Bmpeieur d'E(haoiMe|| noua 
appdoit a aa oour, nana inrila i venir 4 Aigoe oft il daneuie. Gene 
bouigade eat fi»4>Ti» de Mndioa de rautie eM du Nil; nqua j al> 
Umes enbaleau— they repoeed llieie two daya: Lb giaad Oouanier, qui 

• Tlie Editor, in a note, places ChabW on tlie frontiers of Dongola ; it is pro- 
tMbly the place maiked Sbeb in Colonel Leake'a map, nearly in the latitude of 
PbiltE, or nearly 4* to ttie K. of flw pmoit fiontier. 

■t- HwU. 

^ A inistake, of courae, for the west bank ; he aftermucd* mentioM tb^i ho 
crossed the river to get to Dongola, which ia on the east. 
^ Read F\ui|^, or Funnye, tbonMBBOf oM«ftllftbl«BclMaof ^ royal fiuaily of 

D6ngola. 

II By Ethiopia he mMUM Abynhimj EthiopM, tniho^ nomipmwia at the Ini 

Cataract. 
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esifibdttEoi do IMqgdIa danean MumiAigoB; oe Frinee m pudt 
jamaiB en public que XDonti surun choral oouvertde deux oens dodnttes 
dOlmnse^q^ftntiuigimidbraily et ip' aooonqpagn^ do vii^ mouoiiiie- 
taiiweldedenx cbob addats aim^s do lanoeB otdocibmi: Ins palooe 
WB8of8ui>biinAfa(tkks,thBiraIVibttio|g flanked with towefs without cm- 
bOMiiM. After Staying oigbft dajs ai MMdxN], dwj left it on tba^oT 
Nofonbert and axnvod at D6qeola oi the 13th*, craniivf tin livBr ill 
alaigaboatkeptliTdioCiigfo convaniaiioe cf Uaai^^ Toot 
lopnyBKiiiOMMi tmusinea daaanoim mute jniqiA oatto TiUa otinlniB 
jaaqfft^osOe da SaoMar aat in paya trte agr^abfe. Maia il n'yaqa* 
enviran uuo Ueu da laogaur; ce tub aoot andeU qua dea dtettstflknux. 
LaMilgaaaaapiaaieudOcetlodflideuaoplaino. 

lMb«edaenaonthauta«t <Ma»ainaloeii'eat point rinandatiiii^de 
00 ibiiiie <fa oaiwa, oanmio an %nptop k da cello 0^ 
rindaalnootlBtn.'vaildM babitana. CVnano il no plant qne tvia num- 
nMOtrOiioB papH, ila<nftac»nd'tiawrpnr]eiiK>yeDsdeoeitatnBaroiiae 
qfaa d«o bodSi Ibnt Maar. una qaantH^ prodi g iouae dtan qx* ila oon* 

* Tht £ilUG« fiOm Modu lo'OM D6ngola is Arom eighty-firc to niintj wSHm, 
t It appears then that they tntvelM OQ the waf bank from MosHi till they 
aiflTad opposite to D6ngo!a, ami then crosseJ the riv^r; thn? they traversed a 
nch and fertile country. Ua the other bank they would have iound only sands and 

^ That is not true ; mt^y parts of D6ngoIa are as regdarly inundated as the 
plains of Egypt ; were it not so we should not ha?e found such tracts of luxuriant 
ground cofered vrith regetation^ iiUeh Ipra not, perhaps, been coltivated for 
ceatniiw. Am our own obaerration, bmrafierf it tft flalin ▼arianoawiA tiwt «f a 
trayeller, many of whose descriptiona are Tcry correct, I shall confirm it by dba 
autfaori^ of Buckhaidt, p. Qdr—^ SotUh of Hauiek the inunense plains of DiOB- 
gohcomMiM; I wu ondiUridbfMd an bo roehiiBflM dirtMtb 

which, during the period of the innnditiow, pwiBiit a a mtiry mnAoa of fiwA 
ttkinto fifteen twBiw in breadth.* 
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duaent par mflieu dag teneadanadea iteraindMliBiteftlaBnenrair; 
d*oh ib Ifls tiMDt en iuhe qfoaiid ik out b6Mm pour 
qui MnienI stfrlleB at inouitas nils OD aeoom 

Qnnaae Mft point d* aidant eo oe p«fB Ii--toiit s'y&itptt Miwge 
einHBidBWlMpraaientBmpa»^n<niie mangt qua dn pim da Dona. 
<|idflati]Dpadtgiimnnda^ dent obbb aart auflai poiar ttnanaeaptoa 
d» biim ^puaaad d'mtrte nwumls gMt oanmnacllieiiaaBaaaaane 
paB»aa«atcjblig£d*«aAiiepnaqii»Atoiilaliaiiiei. Ite Imouw qidadu 
pabdaDon, et una adebaiae plein0dBcalladtegv£BUBliqaBnv» deal 
aaboiMDt jiMqa* & aiemmr* aa emit hanMas atan tat da fioaabonna 
cMie. Aw uM nouicHuw ai Ugen oaagaoaliaepoMeBlbiflact^ 
plusfobiiateaetpltta foitsqiielaa Enrop^axn*. 

LBunmaiaooffaont da tenet bnaaea^ et coin e rte a de canneadeDom. 
maia leuiB dievaux sont paifaitement beaux etils aanthafaAaa k lea dieaaer 
aumanlge. Laura aellea ont des appuis bien haut; ce que lea fitfigue 
beMHonp. Lea personnes de quality ont la t^te nnaip at lee cfaeveiiz tieeate 
MaaK pmpninenL Tout ieur habit coaBialed«naiMipeq>teedeYeateaaaea 
mal propre et sans maiM^es et leur duuisaure dans une simple semelle qu' 
ils attachent avec des courroies. Les gens du ootnmun s'enveloppent d'une 
pi^ de toile f quils mcttent autour dc leur corps en cent mani^reg difl^ren- 
tes. Tjc? enfans sontpresque nus. Les hommes onl tons une laiice qu'ils por- 
tent partout->le fer ea est crodiu— il y eoa de fort proprea ; oeux qui out 

* ThU i> not DOW true of tlie Nubians of Doog6la, though perfectly so of the 
Anlw above. 

t These cloaks are still woia bf those of the nativet, who can aflbid utj clothing, 
and generally in the manner repreaeated in the fiootispieos; duy ■» of ootton, md 
manufactured in the country. 
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deB^pfoBle8iK)ftBBl pettchiflfi aubru gaiidie.: He then speaks of the 
bbqphemiw. vulgaiitj, and debancfaeriea of die mAfM, and mentioiiB 
tbe tears that came into the eyes of his oontpanioa de Brevedeot,on 
icAectiiig diat tlus had long bem a Cliru^^ 
die want of a peraon sufBdendy aeakua to 

of fhat abandcmed iMiiun— -Nous travAmeii mnatB mxf notie vouls quantity 
d'lminha^ et d'^^iaaa k deot^ niin^ 

HetfaenmODtianflilMildieooiintiy had, t«ro yean faefive, beeniBTBged 
by d» plague, lAiohhadmada gieal bavDO ia Upper E^sypt and the oomtiy 
of the Bubaiina—^ aorta que nous tniiiir^^ 

nombre de villages sans habitana, et de grandes rampagnBB antiefois trfai- 

fertilcs tout k fait incultes ct enti^rement abandonn^s. 

Presently follows his description of the city — La ville de D6ngoia eat 
situi6e au bold onental du Nil, sur le penchant d' une coUine sMie et sir 
bloneuse ; les maiaoiia sent tr^s mal-b&tifla, et lee rues k moiti^ ddaettea. 
et remplies de monceaux de sable que les ravines y entratnent de la moo- 
tagne. Le chfttcau est au centre de la ville ; il est grand et spacieux, 
mais les fortifications sont peu de chose. D tient dans le respect les Arabes 
qui oocupent la campagne, oii ils font pAitre librement leurs troupeaux, en 
payant \m Mgcr tribu au Mck ou Roi de D6n^ola (Le Mek ou Malek de 
D6ngola s'apellft Achraet — Nate.) They dined often with that prince, 
though at a separate table ; his dress was a long vest of green velvet 
reacliint!; to the ground. La ganle est nombreuse, ceux qui sont pr^s de 
sa persooae jwrtent une loiigue ^p6e devant eux dans le fourreau ; les 
gardes du dehors ont des demipiques ; he visited them often, and invited 
theut to remain at his court Son royaume est h^^ditaire ; mais il paye 
tribut au Roi de Sennaar. 
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Tlwy kft D6i|gokoii Uie 6tti of Jamiaxy, 1C99> and mfbur days enterad 
thakiqgdam of Sennaar. and ooAe Idtfa arrived at Kotti*, gioaae bour- 
gade sur le Nil. Coomie lea peuplea qui aontaudMaia de Kbrti. la long 
du Nil. Be eont revolite contiele Roi de Semuwr, et cpilla pQleiit hn 

cara vanes quand dka passent sur leur tenes, on est obligia de s' Eloigner 
dea bords de ce fleuve, et de prendre sa route eotre 1' Oneitf et le tiidi et 
d'enttec dans le grand desert de Bihouda« qu'ou ne peut traverser qu'en 
dnq jottiB, quelque diligence que Ton fiuue. Ce d^rt n'est pas si affreox 
que oeux de la Lybie od Ton ne voit que du aable ; on trouve de temfii- 
en-temps en oeluici des herbes et des arbres ; apr^s 1' avoir pass^ nous 
revimnes sur le bord du Nil h Derriera grosse bouigade oi nous demeurft- 
mes deux jours. This country abounds in provisions, and is called Bellad 
Allah J, or the Country of God. From there their direction was westerly, 
and ailersome days' nuirth they found the Nile at a place called Guerry, 
where there was a quarantine on caravans from Efrypt, for fear of the small- 
pox ; here they passed the river on the 1st of February, and slept at a stone 
vitlage called Alfaa. They then marched N.E., pour eviter les grands 
detours que fait le Nil, passed the villages ol Aliou, Cotrau, and Camin, and 
traversed a large island not marked in the maps; and then {passing tJirough 
a number of charming forests, pleins de petits perroquets verts, d une 
esp«k-e de gelinollp- 1 1 <V un l rcmd nombre d' autres oiscaux qu on neconnalt 
pouit en Europe ; and many tertiJe axid well cultivated plains, nous d^cou- 
vrlmes la ville de Sennaar. dont la situation nous parut enchanlfa. * 

• Thw, on the eighth day from leaying Dtim^ola, they arrived at Korti. It is 
properly a jonrney of throe days, foUowiag the Nile, and about fifty-eight 
miles. 

t Hut ii agun a aiatake, for I'Est. Shendy bean neariy B.S.E. ftaai Korti. 
X There is aom* eontnulitttMW hew, between the aocounte of Poneet and Bruee. 

VoL l.p.360, 4«* 
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1^ ooanuy aboro die Mooid cataiwA 
d^opulaledaaialfaeimseaL T%e andoM Eduopian compile, of lAidi 
D6iigbla must faure IfanuBd « very floiiridiii% portkn, was powerful and 
celebrated ; thou^ from the facility with whidi the second Ptolemy seems 
tohaTepenamited to Azmn, it mivt in hisdays haire been greatly reduoMl 
in oonseqi^nc^. The exploratares of Nero dcacribe tfaemselTes to lam 
tiavened only aolitude^, though tliey ennmemte more towns of impoclanoe 
dian are to be nov fiaund in the same country These solitudest Ixmefer, 
were not created (according to Pliny) by Pctronius, but the consequence 
of frequent wan with £^ypt ; which seem to have been afterwards renewed 
with such success, that it was not beneath the dignity of the Romans to 
secure tranquillity to their province by exciting civil dissensions among the 
Ethiopians, and hiring the Noub;r to invade tlie territories of their more 
constant and active enemy, the Blemyes. (Vide Niebuhrii Inachptiones 
Nubienses.) 

Christi;)nity, whose usual effect is incrcuse of population, seems to have 
beeii introduced by the missionaries of Theodora in the be^^inning of the 
sixth century ; (Gibbon, ch. xlvii.) and about 737. A.D. a Coptic Patriarch 
boasts that the Kings of Nubia and Ethiopia (here meaning Abyssinia) 
could bring into the field one hundred thousand horse and as many camels. 
The Nubians, according to the same autiior, embraced the Mahometan 
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fiutbintitetwdflh century. It app«an, howercr, fion tto infonmtum 
ooUected by Buiddnidt, (A|ip. III.) thai Salamnan, King of D6iigoh. 
tIlo^g)l lew poweifiil than the SoUan of Eigypt. waa ycft a oonaidenble 
'aidaCbriatianPlriiicesttbeeiidaf (he wrti oenlury ; ihe diuidi of 
Ysous vas still the first dnudi of D6ngda. Ibn Balouta, who traTelled 
about 1830, aeaerts, that in the oouoUy of Noiibft (Bmcll. p. 537.) 
paoplttweie atOi Gbiiatiana, but that die Qqg of D6ngola, then caUed 
Dm Hi H tt Ed^n* hadtumad Moakm in 1h0 time of El Malek el Naszcr 
(of I^ypt). Mtm^M WB hear nothing mora of the Christianity of the 
Nonbaa ; ihey probafa^ aoon followed the example of their Plriiioe, and 
embraoed Uie fidth to whioh they weie called by their feara or their 
loyalty. 

No immediate affliction was the consequence of this apoetacy ; in the 
tine of Macrizi (who flourished in the beginning of the fifteenth century) 
grqpea and oliyes were still growing in the country, and in the district 
of Bakou, or The Wonder, where the Nile runs west, there were cities 
touching each other, consisting of fine buikiings. The interval betweeu 
this jx;ri(xl and the arrival of Poncet in the country, at the end of 169H, 
was fatal, from whatever cause, to its wealth and pc^xilousnf^s The 
J FVench missionary found many villages without inhabitants, and many 

plains, once fertile, uncultivated Mid abandoned ; even the streets of the 
capital were half deserted an<i filled with sand. He attributes this deso- 
lation, in part, to tlie ravage- the pla^eue, which had raged there two 
years before. Yet even then ih-; Kinp u\' ] Jon^n ila wore a vest of green 
velvet, and was attended by numeroua guards ; bo that in the interval of 
one hundred and twenty-two years between Poncet's travels and our 
own, mofc iiud disastrous change roust have taken place in that 
kingdom; these last are, no doubt, to be charged to the anns of 
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the Sheygy'a, who, even in the time of Poncet, were already independent 
of the King of Sennaar. TTieir custom of carrying away with them the 
inhabitants of a conquered country, will aooouut for the depopulatioa 
thai they hnvf every where introchiced. 

These deUuLi only enable us to ascertain that ;^he old churches, of 
whidi we observed many in ruias, were erected from the beginning ol 
the sixth to the middle of the fburteoith century ; aixi, I suppose, the 
burial places, which we generally observed in the neighbourhood of the 
duireheB,tote1]M8eof dnClnutian iiibri}^^ Moa itftbe duxrches 
ware «ntirdy of bridt ; the nuzHini of mud te «owtnNlioii of the 
nintt'loiiibi, tadlhaa greater etate of perfbclioii» piomtbeni to be of 
a later age ; and I ovi easily beliofe them to liave been aO IUMmetan» 
and. tfaenfen^ erected during the last fcur oenmries. Of the old 
towns and castles, those that are duefly ofbrkfc may hscve been the work 
of the Ghrietiaiis. and those of mud aie either of e later date, or (like 
the oMtles near Bwgade) mudb more andent. it is difflonltp however, 
on wchfllil^data, to'deeide with oertain^» and dds ia of leas hnport- 
anoe, as, thou^ many of these old buildings create, in the traveller 
who b SKawining tlicmt a peonliar land of interest, there is no one ui the 
whole oountiy that can ever hero possessed the slightast chums to beauty 
or arehiteotuial merit, it was poinfid to be oomtanlfy occupied in no- 
twm g Mil* p wiAifftWiS f iriale the rums of Cyrepe were yet undescribed. 
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1. 

TRAVELS IN SYRIA AND MOUNT SINAL 
WiUiaBIap,4to. 
By iIm Irte SGSStt UBWIfl BUROfHARDT. 

^'i:. 1 A .liiiirury from Alrppu lu Damascus. A Tour In the District of MuuDt Libauut amJ AutilibaDU*. 
3. A Tour in tkc Haunn. 4- A Sccooit Tour in the Haaran. S. A ioxaaxj from Oaniuttii, tfarai^ 



n. 

ACCOUNT of a JOURNEY, undertaken in the year 1820. 
At tto ngiMtioii and expeue of WUXIAM JOHN BAN&ES. £mi., 
INTO the OASIS of SIWAH. 

WHb Maps, Plans, aiid Views uf all llic most interesting objects that are fooad i> ikal 
district, (none of which have been before represented, and few of them 
irWtod by My Enropean): priBdiidly wilh a view to owertainiDf 

the site of the Temple of Ammon. By A. LINANT. 

To Ihj5 will be appended many View* aiid curious Particulars ctjllcct**^ in ih** Dcscrl of MouiA tiiMi ; 
iBcludiog «-»p«cially the Deuulii of come Try con«id«nibte E^;v|i' nn liLin iir.'. 1 i;-!!! there, iiud many Hiero- 
g()rpliical iMcriptioiia now braugbt from tbrrrr fnr tbr Rrst time, bciug Uie remit of a Jouroqr mad* 

By the «AUIt TBATBIXSa 

For Mr. BANBBB, tgr wbMthe pnMnt Wmk ii«ditBd. 



Ul. 

NARRATIVE of the OPERATTOVS ami RECENT 
DISCOVERIES within the PYRAMIDS, TEMPLES, TOMBS, and 
EXCAVATIONS in EGYPT and NUBIA. 
By G. BBLZONI. 
A Tnav ^moir, ia T«» "Vitamm Oelaioi. *M. 

* 



LATSLV rOBLUBBD. 

AN ACCOUNT OF THE ABIPONBS, 

An EQUESTRIAN PEOPLE in the IM I RIOR ! SOUTH AMERfCA, 
Tnuulated from the Original Latin of Makti> Duuaizuorrsa.oM 
tf the Ex-JEfluiTS, two-aod-twenty yean a VMaaMtj 

ill Parapiay. Tliroe Vol.s. Svo. 

*' Th« AbipoDe* bATe litea iu uot lluos fartuuate ahovt all other »««|ei ; for the htilor) ul ttj<;ir nion- 
uen and (ortuaa by M«Riq L>o)>ni>>oHier, « Ccmui Jatoit, wlin ilrvuitil llic frivut ot tus year» tn the 
Wtk uroaavvrUncthcm. and in old »fter thr »«inrtl<>ti uf tiii urilcr, fouml coowlatn.u in recsirdinjt 
thr knoirlr^lge vvtiich liC bad ii> pAinfunv acfiuirctl, and the IvtMitint wbicb liud so muerably been frnt* 
trtlcd, U, of all boolu relation to lavage liic, tbe moat curiaui, metl, in every mpect, tfae mott iotrrett- 
iaf." Savmr. la Ml OMHy^lltAwikb 

V. 

A DESCRIPTION of the ANTIQUITIES and OTHER 

CURIOSITIES of ROME. 8vo. I5t. 
By tlie Rer. EDWARD BURTON. M.A^ 



VI. 

MEMOIRES OF HIS OWN TIMES, 
(1W piMiirt inrthM b «lw LHt T« Y(Mn of Ike Rflifn ofGaaive IL) 

By HORACE WALPOLE, EARL OF ORFORD. 

JftoBk Ibe OtigiiMl fiiSS.» found ia tbe chest left by his LonUhip's Will to be opmed 
by (he flnt Earl uf WaUeenm wbo AoeU atlatn tbe age of 

Twentyone after the year 1800. 

Whh EUTIM PoirnuiTi, with OMMCttriitic Devuci. frooi tb* cufiMM Pka and lak Diawii^ of 
lillemi;. i*lBMMadte«wOi4|lMlli8- TwnHt^nfAM^. US*. 
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«iHba«an»l«a at thallbMV I knt 
«f party ai»4 fiiwHy, 
Tat ihil, 1 Cur, BOM ilmya bathe «•■• ia 

lateAafiBf 




TII. 

,A VIEW of t1i( HISTORY and ACTUAL STATE of the 
MILITARY FORCE of GREAT BRITAIN, 
By CHARLES DUPIN, 
AeRcyillgMllnte uf Frauoe; FWUl OAcer iu ibr Corp* af Mariaa Ifa^lniin t Manltcr 

of tbe Lcfiun of Honour, tfe. 

AiMlalid, wUk VtHm, hj nOFFICBR. Tw» Vob. 8**. 
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